APPENDIX 


. TO THE HISTORY OF THE FOURTEENTH CONGRESS. 


[FIRST SESSION.] 


COMPRISING THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ORIGINATING DURING THAT CON- 
GRESS, AND THE PUBLIC ACTS PASSED BY IT. 


SPAIN.—PROHIBITION OF ILLEGAL EXPE- 
DITIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A PROCLAMATION, 
By the President of the United States of America. 


Whereas information has been received that 
sundry persons, citizens of the United States, or 
residents within the same, and especially within 
the State of Louisiana, are conspiring together 
to begin and set on foot, provide, and prepare the 
means for a military expedition or enterprise 
against the dominions of Spain, with which the 

nited States are happily at peace; that, for this 
purpose, they are collecting arms, military stores, 

rovisions, vessels, and other means; and deceiv- 
ing and seducing honest and well-meaning citi- 
zens to engage in their unlawful enterprises ; or 
organizing, officering, and arming themselves for 
the same, contrary to the laws in such cases made 
and provided: I have, therefore, thought fit to 
issue this my proclamation, warning, and enjoin- 
ing all faithful citizens who have been led, with- 
éut duc knowledge or consideration, to partici- 
pate in the said unlawful enterprises, to withdraw 
from the same without delay; and commanding 
- all persons whatsoever engaged or concerned in 
the same to cease all further proceedings therein, 
as they will answer the contrary at their peril. 
And I hereby enjoin and require all officers, civil 
and military, of the United States, or of any of 
the States or Territories, all judges, justices, and 
‘other officers of the peace, all military officers of 
the army or navy of the United States, and offi- 
cers of the militia, to be vigilant, each within his 
respective department, and according to his func- 
tions, in searching out and bringing to punish- 
ment all persons engaged or concerned in such 
enterprises; in seizing and detaining, subject to 
the disposition of the law, all arms, military 
stores, vessels, or other means provided or provid- 
ing for the same; and, in general, in preventing 
the carrying on such expedition or enterprise, by 
all the lawful means within their power: and I 
require all good and faithful citizens and others, 
within the United States, to be aiding and assist- 
ing herein; and especially in the discovery, ap- 


prehension, and bringing to justice of all such 
offenders; in preventing the execution of their 
unlawful combinations or designs; and in giving 
information against them to the proper authori- 
ties. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 
of the United States of America to be 
affixed to these presents, and signed the 
same with my hand. Done at the City 

[L. 3.] of Washington, the first day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, and of 
the independence of the said United 
States of America the fortieth. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the President: 

James Monroe, Secretary of State. 


ALGIERS. 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 6, 1815.] 
To the Senate of the United States : 

I lay before the Senate, for their consideration 
and advice, as to a ratification, a Treaty of Peace 
with the Dey of Algiers, concluded on the 30th 
day of June, 1815; with a letter relating to the 
same from the American Commissioners to the 


Secretary of State. 
JAMES MADISON. 
Wasuineton, Dec, 6, 1815. 


Treaty of Peace and Amity concluded between the 
United States of America and His Highness Omar 
Bashaw, Dey of Algiers. 

- ARTICLE 1. There shall be, from the conclu- 

sion of this treaty, a firm, inviolable, and univer- 

sal peace and friendship between the President 
and citizens of the United States of America, on 
the one part,and the Dey and subjects of the 

Regency of Algiers in Barbary, on the other, 

made by the free consent of both parties, and on 

the terms of the must favored nations: and if 
either party shall, hereafter, grant to any other 
nation any particular favor or privilege in navi- 
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gation or commerce, it shall immediately become 


common to the other party—freely, when it is. 
freely granted to such other nations; “but when. 


the graat is conditional, it shall be at the option 
of the contracting parties to accept, alter, or re- 
ject such conditions, in such manner as shall be 
most cotiducive:to-their respective iAterests, 

Arr, 2. It is distinctly understood between the 
contracting parties, that no tribute, either as bien- 
nial presents, or under any other ‘form or name 
whatever, shall ever be required by the Dey and 
Regency of Algiers, from the United States of 
‘America, on any¥ -pretext whatever. 


Art. 3. The Dey of Algiers shall cause to; 


be immediately delivered up to the American 
squadron now off Algiers all the American citi- 
zens now in his possession, amounting to ten, 
more or less; and all the subjects of the Dey of 
Algiers now in possession of the United States, 
amounting to five hundred, more or less, shall be 
‘delivered up'to him; the: United States, accord- 
‘ing to the usages of civilized nations, requiring 
‘no ransom for the excess of prisoners in their 
favor. : 

Arr. 4, A just and full compensation shall be 
‘made bythe Dey of Algiers to such citizens of 
the United’ States as have been captured and de- 
tained by Algerine cruisers, or who have been 
‘forced to abandon their property in Algiers, in 
violation of the twenty-second article of ‘the 
Treaty of Peace and Amity concluded between 
the United States and the Dey of Algiers on the 

5th of September, 1795. 

And it is agreed between the contracting par- 
ties, that, in lieu of the above, the Dey of Algiers 
shail cause to be delivered, forthwith, into the 
hands of the American Consul residing at Al- 
giers, the whole of a quantity of bales of cotton 
left by the late Consul General of the United 


States in the public magazines in Algiers; and. 


that he shall pay into the hands of the said Con- 
‘sul the sum of ten thousand Spanish dollars, 
Ant. 5, If any.goods belonging to any nation 


with which either of the parties are at war; 


should be loaded on board vessels belonging to 
the other: party, they shall pass free-and ‘unmo- 
lested, and no-attempts shall be made to take or 
detain them. 

Arr. 6. If any citizens or subjects, with their 
effects, belonging to either party, shall be found 


on board a prize vessel taken from an enemy by | 


the other party, such citizens or subjects shall be 
liberated immediately; and in no case, or on any 
‘pretence whatever, shali any American’ citizen 
be kept in captivity or confinement, or the ‘prop- 
erty of any American citizen found on board of 
any vessel belonging to any other nation with 
which Algiers may be at war be detained from 
its lawful owners, atter the exhibition of sufficient 
proofs of American citizenship and of American 
property by the Consul of the United States re- 
siding at Algiers. 

ART. 7. Proper passports shall immediately be 
given to the vessels of both the contracting par- 
ties, on condition that the vessels of war belong- 


ing tothe Regeucy of Algiers, on meeting with | 


merchant vessels belonging to the citizens of the 
United States of America, shall not be permitted 
‘to visit: them with more than two persons besides 
the rowers; these only shall be permitted to go 
on board, without first obtaining leave from the 
commander of said vessel, who shall compare the 


{ passport, and immediately permit said vessel to 


proceed on her voyage; and should any of the 
subjects of Algiers insult or molest the com- 
mander, or any other person, on board a vessel 
so visited, or plunder any of the property con- 
tained in her, on complaint being made by the 
Consulof the United ‘States residing in*Algiers, 


cand on kis producing sufficient proof to substan- 


tiate the fact, the commander or rais of said Al- 
gerine ship or vessel of war, as well as the offend- 
ers, shall be punished in the most exemplary 
manner. 

All vessels of war belonging to the United 
States of America, on meeting a cruiser belong- 
ing’ to the ‘Regency of Algiers, or having séen 
her passports and certificates from the Consul of 
the United States residing in Algiers, shall per- 
mit her to proceed -on her cruise unmolested, and 
without detention. No-passports shall-be granted 
by either party to any vessel but such as are ab- 
solutely the property of citizens or subjects of 
the said contracting parties, on any pretence 
whatever. 

Arr. 8. A citizen or subject of either of the 
contracting parties having bought a prize vessel 
coudemned by the other party, or by any other 
nation, the certificate of condemnation anu bill 
of sale shall be a sufficient passport for such ves- 
sel for six months, which, considering the dis- 
tance between the two countries, is no more than 
a reasonable time for. her to procure proper pass- 
ports. 

Arr. 9. Vessels of either of the contracting 
parties, pufting into the ports of the other, and 
having need of provisions or other supplies, shall 
be furnished at the market price; and if any 
such vessel should so put in from a distance at 
sea, and have occasion to repair, she shall be at 
liberty to land and re-embark her cargo, without 
paying any customs or duty whatever; but in no 
case shall she be compelled to land her cargo. 

Art. 10. Should a vessel of either of the con- 
tracting parties be cast on shore within the-terri- 
tories of the other, all proper assistance shall be 
given to her crew; no pillage shall be allowed; 
the property shall remain at the disposal of the 
owners ; and, if reshipped on board of any ves- 
sel for exportation, no eustoms or duties what- 
ever shall be required to be paid thereon; and the 
crew shall be protected and succored, until they 
can be sent to their own country. 

Arr. 11. If a vessel of either of the contract- 
ing parties shall be attacked by an enemy within 
cannon-shot of the forts of the other, she shall 
be protected as much as possible, If she be in 
port, she shall not be seized or attacked, when it 
is in the power of the other party to protect her ; 
and when she proceeds to sea, no enemy shall be 
permitted to pursue her from the same port with- 
in twenty-four hours after her departure. 
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Arr. 12. The. commerce between the United 
States of America and the Regency of Algiers, 
the protections to be given to merchants, masters 
of vessels, and seamen, the reciprocal rights of 
establishing Consuls in each country, and the 
privileges, immiunities, and jurisdictions to be 
enjoyed by such Consuls, are declared to be on 
the same footing, in every respect, with the most 
favored nations, respectively. : 

Arr. 13. The Consul of the United States of 
America shall not be responsible for the debts 
contracted by citizens of his own nation, unless 
he previously gives written obligations so to do. 

Art. 14. On a vessel or vessels of war belong- 
ing to the United States. anchoring betore the 
city of Algiers, the Consul is to inform the Dey 
of her arrival, when she shall receive the salutes 
which are, by treaty or custom, given to the 
ships-of-war of the most favored nations on sim- 
ilar occasions, and which chall be returned, gun 
for gun; and if, after such arrival, so announced, 
any Christians, whatsoever, captives in Algiers, 
make their escape and take refuge on board any 
of the ships-of-war, they shall not be required 
back again; nor shall the Consul of the United 
States or commanders of said ships be required 
to pay anything for the said Christians. 

Arr. 15, As the Government of the United 
States of America has, in itself, no character of 
enmity against the lawsgreligion, or tranquillity 
of any nation ; and as the said States have never 
entered into any voluntary war, or act of hos- 
tility, except in defence of their just rights on 
the high seas, it is declared by the contracting 
parties, that no pretext arising from religious 
opinions shall ever produce an interruption of 
the harmony existing between the two nations; 
and the Consuls and agents of both nations shalt 
have liberty to celebrate the rites of their respect- 
ive religions in their own houses. 

The Consuls, respectively, shall have liberty 
and personal security given them to travel within 
the territories of each other, both by land and 
sea; and shall not be prevented from going on 
board any vessels they may think proper to visit; 
they: shall likewise have liberty to appoint their 
own dragoman and broker. 

Art. 16. In case of any dispute arising from 
the violation of any of the articles of this treaty, 
no appeal shall be made to arms, nor shall war 
be declared, on any pretext whatever ; but, if the 
Consul residing at the place where the dispute 
shall happen shall not be able to settle the same, 
the Government of that country shall state their 
grievance in writing, and transmit the same to 
the Government of the other; and the period cf 
three months shall be allowed for answers to be 
returned, during which time no act of hostility 
shall be permitted by either party ; and, in case 
the grievancesare not redressed, and a war should 
be the event, the Consuls and citizens or subjects 
of both parties, respectively, shall be permitted 
to embark with their effects unmolested, on board 
of what vessel or vessels they shall think proper 
reasonable time being allowed for that purpose. 

Art. 17, If, in the course of events, a war 
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should break out between the two nations, the 
prisoners captured by either party shall not ‘be 
made slaves; they shall not be forced to hard 
labor, or other confinement than such as may be 
necessary to secure their safekeeping, and shall 
be exchanged rank for rank; and it is agreed 
that prisonersshall be exchanged in twelve months 
after their capture; and the exchange may be 
effected by any private individual legally author- 
ized by either of the parties. 

Arr. 18. If any of the Barbary States, or 
other Powers at war with the United States, 
shall capture any American vessel and send her 
into any port of the Regency of Algiers, they 
shall not be permitted to sell her, but shall be 
forced to depart the port on procuring the requi- 
site supply of provisions; but the vessels of war 
of the United States, with any prizes they may 
capture from their enemies, shall have liberty to 
frequent the ports of Algiers for refreshments of 
any kinds, and to sell such prizes in the said 
ports, without any other customs or duties than 
such as are customary on ordinary commercial 
importations. 

ART. 19. If any of the citizens of the United 
States, or any persons under their protection, 
shall have any disputes with each other, the 
Consul shall decide between the parties; and 
whenever the Consul shall require any aid or 
assistance from the Government of Algiers to 
enforce his decision, it shall be immediately 
grauted to him; and if any disputes shall arise 
between any citizens of the United States, and 
the citizens or subjects of any other nation hav- 
ing a Consul or agent in Algiers, such disputes 
shall be settled by the Consuls or agents of the 
respective natious; and any disputes or suits at 
law that may take place between any citizens 
of the United States, and the subjects of the 
Regency of Algiers, shall be decided by the Dey 
in person, and no other. 

Arr. 20. If a citizen of the United States 
should kill, wound, or strike a subject of Algiers ; 
or, oa the contrary, a subject of Algiers should 
kill, wound, or strike a citizen of the United 
States, the law of the country shall take place, 
and equal justice shall be rendered, the Consul 
assisting at the trial; but the sentence of pun- 
ishment agaiast an American citizen shall not be 
greater or more severe than it would be against 
a Turk in the same predicament. And if any 
delinquent should make his escape, the Consul 
shall not be responsible for him, In any manner 
whatever. 

Arr, 21, The Consul of the United States of 
America shal! not be required to pay any cus- 
toms or duties whatever on anything he imports 
from a foreign country for the use of his house 
and family. 3 

Art. 22. Should any of the citizens of the 
United States of America die within the limits 
of the Regency of Algiers, the Dey and his sub- 
jects shall not interfere with the property of the 
deceased, but it shall be under the immediate di- 
rection of the Consul, unless otherwise disposed 
of by will. Should there be no Consul, the ef- 
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fects shall be deposited in the hands of some per- | diately. We then brought forward the model of 
son worthy of trast, until the party shall appear |a treaty, which we declared would not be depart- 
who has aright to demand them, when he shall ; ed from in substance ; at the same time declaring 
render an account of the property; neither shall | that, although the United States would never 
the Dey nor his subjects give hindrance in thei stipulate for paying tribute under any form what- 


execution of any will that may appear. lever, yet, that they were a magnanimous and 
2s ` generous nation, who would, upon the presenta- 
ON BOARD THE U. S. SHIP GuERRIERE. ! tion of Consuls, do what was customary with 


July 6, 1815. ‘ other great nations in their friendly intercourse 
‘with Algiers. The treaty was then examined, 


I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a: i - : 
treaty of peace negotiated by Commodore Deca-! and they were of opinion that it would not be 


: : į agreed to in its present form, and particularly 
pene Clea e Sane Bigs are | requested that the article requiring the restitution 
g f 


J 1815 j of the property they had captured, and which 
une, 4919. WILLIAM SHALER had been distributed, might be expunged ; alleg- 


ing that such a demand had never before been 
made upon Algiers. To this it was answered 
that the claim was just, and would be adhered 
to. They then asked whether, if the treaty should 
Sr: We have the honor to refer you to the] be signed by the Dey, we would engage to re- 
official reports of Commodore Decatur to the |store the captured vessels? which we refused. 
Navy Department, for an account of the opera- ; ‘They then represented that it was not the pres- 
tions of this squadron previous to our arrival off | ent Dey who had declared the war, which they 
Algiers, on the 28th ultimo. acknowledged to be unjust; conceding that they 
Having received information that the Algerine | were wholly in the wrong, and had no excuse 
squadron had been at sea for a considerable time ; whatever; requesting, however, that we would 
longer than that to which their cruisers usually i take the case of the Dey into consideration, and, 
extend, and that a despateh-boat had been sent; upon his agreeing tu terms with us, more favora- 
from Gibraltar to Algiers to inform them of our | ble than had ever been made with any other na- 
arrival in the Mediterranean, we thought that; tion, to restore the ships, which they stated would 
they might have made a harbor where they j be of little or no value to us, but would be of 
would be in safety. We, therefore, while they | great importance to him, as they would satisfy 
‘were in this state of uncertainty, believed it a| the people with the conditions of the peace we 
proper moment to deliver the Presidents letter, | were going to conclude with him. 
agreeably to our instructions. Accordingly, on We consulted upon this question, and deter- 
the 29th ultimo, a flag of truce was hoisted on | mined that, considering the state of those vessels, 
[i 


UNITED STATES SHIP GUERRIERE, 
Bay or ALaeRrs, July 4, 1815. 


board tbe Guerriere, with the Swedish flag at | the sums that would be required to fit them fora 
the main. A boat came off about noon, with | passage to the United States, and the little prob- 
Mr. Norderling, Consul of Sweden, and the cap- ; ability of selling them in this part of the world, 
tain of the port, who confirmed the intelligence | we would make a compliment of them to His 
we had before received, and to whom we com-: Highness in the state they then were ; the Com- 
municated information of the capture of their] modore engaging to furnish them with an escort 
frigate and brig. The impression made by these | to this port. This, however, would depend upon 
events was visible and deep. We were requested | their signing the treaty as presented to them,and 
by the captain of the port (Mr. Norderling de- | could not appear as an article of it, but must be 
claring he was not authorized to act) to state the | considered as a favor conferred on the Dey by 
conditions on which we would make peace; to! the United States. 

which we replied by giving the letter of the; They then requested a truce, to deliberate upon 
President to the Dey, and by a note from us to | the terms of the proposed treaty, which was re- 
him ; a copy of which (No. 1) we have the honor! fused; they even pleaded for three hours. The 
to transmit herewith. The captain of the port | reply was, “nota minute; if your squadron ap- 
then requested that hostilities should cease pend- | pears in sight before the treaty is actually signed 
ing the negotiation, and that persons authorized | by the Dey, and the prisoners sent off, ours would 
to treat should go on shore; he and Mr. Norder-! capture them.” It was finally agreed that hos- 
ling both affirming that the Minister of Marine | tilities should cease when we perceived their 


had pledged himself for our security and return boat coming off with a white flag hoisted, the 
to our ships when we pleased. Both these prop- Swedish Consul pledging his word of honor not 
ositions were rejected, and they were explicitly | to hoist it unless the treaty was signed, and the 
informed that the negotiation must be carried on | prisoners in the boat. They returned on shore, 
on board the fleet, and that hostilities, as far as | and, although the distance was full five miles, 
they respected vessels, could not cease. They | they came back within three hours, with the 
then returned on shore. On the following day | treaty signed as we had concluded it, and the 
the same persons returned, and informed us that prisoners. 

they were commissioned by the Dey to treat During the interval of their absence a corvette 
with us on the proposed basis, and their anxiety | appeared in sight, which would have been cap- 
appeared extreme to conclude the peace imme- | tured if they had been detained one hour longer. 
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The treaty has since been drawn out anew, trans- 
lated by them, and duly executed by the Dey; 
which we have the honor to transmit herewith. 

Mr. Shaler has since been on shore, and the 
cotton and money mentioned in the fourth arti- 
cle have been given uptohim. They now show 
every disposition to maintain a sincere peace 
with us, which is, doubtless, owing to the dread 
of our arms; and we take this occasion to re- 
mark that, in our opinion, the only secure guar- 
anty we can have for the maintenance of the 
peace just concluded with these people is, the 
presence in the Mediterranean of a respectable 
naval force. 

As this treaty appears to us to secure every 
interest within the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment, and as it really places the United States 
on higher grounds than any other nation, we 
have no hesitation, on our part, in fulfilling such 
of its provisions as are within our power, In the 
firm belief that it will receive the ratification of 
the President and Senate. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, 
sir, your obedient servants, 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 
WILLIAM SHALER. 
Hon. James Monror, 
Secretary of State. 


No. 1. 
The American Commissioners to the Dey of Algiers. 


The Sad re have the honor to inform His 
Highness the Dey of Algiers that they have been 
appointed by the President of the United States 
of America Commissioners Plenipotentiary to 
treat of peace with his Highness; and that, pur- 
suant to their instructions, they are ready to open 
a negotiation for the restoration of peace and 
harmony between the two countries, on terms 
just and honorable to both parties; and they feel 
it incumbent on them to state, explicitly, to His 
Highness, that they are instructed to treat upon 
no other principle than that of perfect equality, 
and on the terms of the most favored nations; no 
stipulation for paying any tribute to Algiers, un- 
der any form whatever, will be agreed to. 

The undersigned have the honor to transmit, 
herewith, a letter from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and they avail themselves of this oc- 
casion to assure His Highness of their high con- 
sideration and profound respect. 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 
WILLIAM SHALER. 


COMMERCIAL CONVENTION WITH GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 6, 1815.] 
To the Senate of the United States + 
I lay before the Senate, for their consideration 
and advice, as to a ratification, a Convention to 
regulate the commerce between the United States 
and Great Britain, signed by their respective Plen- 
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ipotentiaries on the 3d of July last, with letters 
relating to the same, from the American Pleni-. 
potentiaries to the Secretary of State; and also 
the declaration with which it is the intention of 
the British Government to accompany the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the Convention. 

JAMES MADISON. 

Wasuincton, Dec. 6, 1815. 


A Convention to regulate the Commerce between the 
Territories of the United States and His Britan- 
nic Majesty. : 
The United States of America and His Britan- 

nic Majesty, being desirous, by a convention, to 

regulate the commerce and navigation between 
their respective countries, territories, and people, 
in such manner as to render the same recipro- 
cally beneficial and satisfactory, have respectively 
named Plenipotentiaries, and given them full 
powers to treat of and conclude such convention: : 
tbat is to say, the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
thereof, hath appointed for their Plenipotentiaries 

John Quincy Adams, Henry Clay, and Albert Gal- 

latin, citizens of the United States ; and His Royal 

Highness the Prince Regent, acting in the name 

and on the behalf of His Majesty, has named for 

his Plenipotentiaries the Right Honorable Fred- 
erick John Robinson, Vice President of the Com- 
mittee of Privy Council for Trade and Planta- 
tions, Joint Paymaster of His Majesty’s Forces, 
anda member of the Imperial Parliament; Henry 

Goulburn, Esq.. a member of the Imperial Par- 

liament, and Under Secretary of State; and 

William Adams, Esq., Doctor of Civil Laws: and 

the said Plenipotentiaries, having mutually pro- 

duced and shown their said full powers, and ex- 
changed copies of the same, have agreed on and 

concluded the following articles, viz: i 
ArT. 1. There shall be, between the territories 

of the United States of America and all the ter- 

ritories of His Britannie Majesty in Europe, a 

reciprocal liberty of commerce. The inhabitants 

of the two countries, respectively, shall have 
liberty freely and securely to come with their 
ships and cargoes to all such places, ports, and 
rivers in the territories aforesaid, to which other 
foreigners are permitted to come, to enter into 
the same, and to remain and reside in any parts 
of the said territories, respectively; also to hire 
and occupy houses and warehouses for the pur- 
poses of their commerce; and, generally, the mer- 
chants and traders of cach nation, respectively, 
shall enjoy the most complete protection and 
security for their commerce, but subject always 
to the laws and statutes of the two countries, re- 

spectively. j , 
ART. 2. No higher or other duties shall be im- 

posed on the importation into the United States 

of any articles the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture of His Britanuic Majesty’s territories in 

Europe, and no higher or other duties shall be 

imposed on the importation into the territories of 

His Britannic Majesty in Europe of any articles 

the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Uni- 
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ted States, than are, or shall be, payable on the 
like articles, being the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of any other foreign country; nor shall 
any higher or other duties or charges be imposed 
in either of the two countries, on the exportation 
of any articles to the United States, or to His 
Britannic -Majesty’s territories in Europe, re- 
spectively, than such as are payable on the ex- 
portation of the like articles to any other foreign 
country ; nor shall any prohibition be imposed on 
the exportation or importation of any articles the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, or of His Britannic Majesty’s territories 
in Europe, to or from the said territories of His 
Britannic Majesty in Europe, or to or from the 
said United States, which shall not equally ex- 
tend to all other nations. 

No higher or other duties or charges shall be 
imposed in any of the ports of the United States, 
on British vessels, than those payable in the same 
ports by vessels of the United States; nor in the 
ports of any of His Britannic Majesty’s territories 
in Europe on vessels of the United States, than 
shall be payable in the same ports on British 
vessels. 

The same duties shall be paid on the importa- 
tion into the United States of any articles the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of His Britannic 
Majesty’s territories in Europe, whether such 
importation shall be in vessels of the United 
States or in British vessels} and the same duties 
shall be paid on the importation, into the ports of 
any of His Britannie Majesty’s territories in 
Europe, of any article the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the United States, whether such 
importation shall be in British vessels or vessels 
of the United States. 

The same duties shall be paid, and the same 
bounties allowed, on the exportation of any arti- 
cles the growth, produce, or manufacture of His 
Britannic Majesty’s territories in Earope, to the 
United States, whether such exportation shall be 
in vessels of the United States or in British ves- 
sels; and the same duties shall be paid, and the 
same bounties allowed, on the exportation of any 
articles the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the United States, to His Britannic Majesty’s 
territories in Europe, whether such exportation 
‘shall be in British vessels or in vessels of the Uni- 
ted States. 

It is further agreed, that, in ali cases where 
drawbacks, are, or may be, allowed upon the re- 
exportation of any goods the growth, produce, or 
manufacture, of either country, respectively, the 
amount of the said drawbacks shall be the same, 
whether the said goods shall have been originally 
imported in a British or an American vessel. 
But when such re-exportation shall take place 
from the United States in a British vessel, or 
from the territories of His Britannic Majesty in 
Europe in an American vessel, to any other for- 
eign nation, the two contracting parties reserve 
to themselves, respectively, the right of regula- 
ting or diminishing, in such case, the amount of 
the said drawbacks. 

The intercourse between the United States and 


| His Britannic Majesty’s possessions in the West 

Indies and onthe continent of North America 
shall not be affected by any of the provisions of 
this article, but each party shall remain in the 
complete possession of its rights with respect to 
such an intercourse. 

Art. 3. His Britannie Majesty agrees that the 
vessels of the United States of America shall be 
admitted, and hospitably received at the princi- 
pal settlements of the British dominions in the 
East Indies, viz: Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and 
Prince of Wales’s island; and that the citizens 
of the said United States may freely carry oa 
trade between the said principal settlements and 
the said United States, in all articles of which 
the importation and exportation, respectively, to 
and from the said territories, shall not be entirely 
prohibited: Provided, only, That it shall not be 
lawful for them, in any time of war between 
the British Government and any State or Pow- 
er whatever, to export from the said territories, 
without the special permission of the British 
Government, any military stores, or naval stores, 
or rice. The citizens of the United States shall 
pay for their.vessels, when admitted, no higher or 
other duty or charge than shall be payable on the 
vessels of the most favored European nations; 
and they shall pay no higher or other duties or 
charges on the importation or exportation of the 
cargoes of the said vessels than shall be payable 
on the same articles when imported or exported 
in the vessels of the most favored European na- 
tions. But it is expressly agreed that the vessels 
of the United States shall not carry any articles 
from the said principal settlements to any port or 
place, except to some port or place in the United 
States of America, where the same shall be un- 
laden. 

It is also understood that the permission grant- 
cd by this article is not intended to allow the ves- 
sels of the United States to carry on any part of 
the coasting. trade of the said British territories; 
but the vessels of the United States, having in 
the first instance proceeded. to one of the said 
principal settlements of the British dominions in 
the East Indies, and then going with their origi- 
nal cargoes, or part thereot, from onc of the said 
principal settlements to another, shall not be con- 
sidered as carrying on the coasting trade. 

The vessels of the United States may also 
touch for refreshment, but not for commerce, in 
the course of their voyage tu or from the British 
territories in India, or to or from the dominions 
of the Emperor of China, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, the island of St. Helena, or such other 
places as may be in the possession of Great Brit- 
ain, in the African or Indian seas; it being weil 
understood that, in all that regards this article, 
the citizens of the United States shall be sub- 
ject in all respecis to the laws and regulations 
of the British Government from time to time 
established. 

Arr. 4. It shall be free for each of the two 
contracting parties, respectively, to appoint Con- 
suls for the protection of trade in the dominions 
and territories of the other party; but, before any 
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Consul shall act as such, he shall, in the usual 
form, be approved and admitted by the Govern- 
ment to which heis sent; and it is hereby de- 
clared, that in case of illegal or improper conduct 
towards-the laws or Government of the country 
to which he is sent, such Consul may either be 
punished according to law, if the laws will reach 
the case, or be sent back; the offended Govern- 
ment assigning to the other the reasons for the 
same, 

It is hereby declared, that either of the con- 
tracling parties may except from the residence of 
Consuls such particular places as such party shall 
judge fit to be excepted. 

Art. 5. This convention, when the same shall 
have been duly ratified by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of their Senate, and by His Britannic Ma- 
jesty, and the respective ratifications mutually 
exchanged, shall be binding and obligatory on 
the United States and His Majesty for four years 
from the date of its signature; and the ratifica- 
tions shall be exchanged in six months from this 
time, or sooner, if possible. 

- Done at London, this third day of July, in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
HENRY CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
FREDERICK J. ROBINSON, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


Extract of a letter from the American Commissioners, 
Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, to the Secretary of 
State, dated 

Lonvon, May 18, 1815. 

Having had reason to believe that the British 
Government had abstained from answering the 
communication of the joint commission from 
Ghent of the —— day of December, 1814, until 
they received official information of the Ameri- 
ean ratification of the Treaty of Peace, we thought 
it advisable, soon after that event was known to 
us, to repair to this city, in order that we might 
ascertain the disposition of this Government as 
to the commercial intercourse between the two 
countries. 

Shortly after our arrival here, we were invited 
by Lord Castlereagh to an interview with him. 
A minute of the substance of the conversation 
which took place on that occasion, as drawn up 
and agreed to by the parties, is enclosed. We 
communicated to Mr. Goulburn, the next day, 
our answer upon the three subjects to which the 
-conversation related. 

In the interview with Lord Castlereagh, he 
had stated that four or five days might be neces- 
sary on their part to prepare for the proposed 
conversation. Nearly three weeks having elapsed 
without hearing further on the subject, we took 
what appeared to us a fit occasion to intimate 
our intention of leaving London. A few days 
after, we received an invitation from the Vice 

President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Robinson, 


APPENDIX. 


Commercial Convention with Great Britain. 


1482. 


to call at his office on the 11th instant. We ac- 
cordingly attended, and were received by him 
and Messrs. Goulburn and Adams, two of the 
British Commissioners who had negotiated the 
Treaty of Ghent. . 

They opened the conversation by adverting to 
what had led to this interview, and professed 
themselves to be ready to receive any proposi- 
tions we might choose to make. We observed, 
that in the treaties which America had hereto- 
fore made (particularly with this country) regu- 
lating commercial intercourse, there were gener- 
ally comprised two subjects : one, which respected 
commercial regulations, applicable to a state of 
peace as well’ as of war; the other, which re- 
spected the rights and duties of the parties, one 
being at war and the other remaining at peace. 
Accordingly, our Government had instructed us 
to bring forward both those subjects. 

As to the commercial intercourse, without at 
this time going into details, or minor points, which 
it might be necessary in the progress of the ne- 
gotiation to adjust, we would content ourselves, 
in this unofficial conversation, with touching on 
the most important topics which it seemed to us 
desirable to discuss and arrange. These were, 
that the two countries should respectively be 
placed on the footing of the nation the most fa- 
vored; that, in the trade between America and 
the British European dominions, all discrimina- 
ting duties on tonnage and on merchandise, either 
imported or exported, should be abolished ; that 
the trade between America and the British West 
Indies should be regulated, and placed on some 
more permanent basis than the occasional acts 
of the colonial authorities; that the nature and 
kind of intercourse between America and the ad- 
joining British provinces should be defined and 
provided for; and that the trade with the British 
India possessions should be opened to America 
on liberal principles. 

In regard to the discriminating duties, we re- 
marked, that a proposition to abolish them first 
came from Great Britain, and a provision to that 
efiect was inserted in the unratified treaty of 
1806. Congress had taken up the matter at their 
last session, and passed an act, which we ex- 
plained. We thought it desirable that they 
should be abolished, in order to prevent those 
collisions, and that system of commercial war- 
fare, in which the two countries would probably 
be involved by an adherence to them. Asan 
example, we mentioned the great extra duty to 
which, as we understood, the article of cotton 
was liable by the British laws, when imported in 
foreign vessels, and which, if persisted in, would 
certainly be met by some countervailing regula- 
tions. 

With respect to the trade to British India, we 
observed, that we had no equivalent to offer for 
it; that it was for Great Britain to consider 
whether a commerce, consisting as it did almost 
entirely in the exchange of our specie for India 
produce, was not of a nature to deserve the most 
liberal encouragement; but that we had rather 
enter into no stipulation on the subject than be 
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restricted to a direct intercourse, as had been | to and operate upon every American vessel; 
proposed by the unratificd treaty, both on the | whilst that of impressment reached only the cases 
outward and return voyage. of those vessels with which it accidentally came 
On the other subject, (the rights and duties of | in contact. We were aware of the difficulties 
the parties, one being at war and the other in a | which had heretofore opposed a satisfactory ar- 
condition of peace,) we proceeded to remark, | rangement on this subject. Still, it was one of 
that whilst a prospect of a long European peace | such vital importance, so tending to bring the 
appeared to exist, as was the case when the | two countries into collision, that it was impossi- 
Treaty of Ghent was concluded, it was less im- | ble it should receive a consideration too earnest 
portant to provide for questions arising under and too anxious. 

this head. But it was impossible to shut our) The next point which it seemed to us impor- 
eyes to the demonstrations everywhere making į tant to settle was, the trade of America with the 
of a new war, which, if it should assume a ma- | coloniesof the enemies of Great Britain. Towards 
titime character, might again menace the har- j the end of the last European war, questions 
mony and good understanding between the two | growing out of that trade had been terminated 
countries. it was desirable, therefore, to antici- | by the conquest of those colonies by Great Bri- 
pate and provide for the evil. ‘The first and tain; but many of them having been restored at 
most important point was that of impressment.| the peace, the disputes which heretofore existed 
Great Britain had always professed a willingness | might again arise. The former arrangements on 
to receive and consider any proposition which | this subject might, with some modifications, serve 
America should be disposed to make on that sub- | as a basis. 

ject. It would, perhaps, be unprofitable at this! We then stated that we did not intend, in this 
time to go into a discussion of the right; as to | preliminary and unofficial conversation, to dis- 
which we would merely remark, that it was im- | cuss the other points belonging to this branch of 
possible that there could be a stronger conviction the subject.- A definition of blockades was de- 
on the part of Great Britain that it was with her, | sirable, and could not, it seemed, be attended 
than there was on the part of America that it | with much difficulty, as we believed that there 
‘was on her side. It was better to look to some | was no real difference between the two countries 
practical arrangement, by which, without con-| with respect to the abstract principle; but we 
cession of right by either party, the mischiefs | apprehended that the disputes which might here- 
complained of on both sides might be prevented. | after take place on that subject would arise al- 
To this end the attention of our Government | most exclusively from questions of fact, which 
had been turned. We believed that Great Bri- | no previous definition could prevent. 

tain had never heretofore contended that the} As, in the event of war, Great Britain might 
American Government was bound to prohibit | desire to know the disposition of our Govern- 
- the merchants of the United States from em- | ment on the subject of privateers and prizes, we 
ploying foreign seamen, any more than it was would only now say that the principle which 
bound to forbid their shipping contraband arti-| might be adopted with respect to Great Britain, 
cles. America was, however, now willing to] whether of admission or exclusion, must equally 
take upon herself such an obligation, and to ex- | and impartially apply to all the parties to the 
clude British seamen from her merchant service; | war. 

and we believed such exclusion might be as ef-| These were all the topics noticed by us, and 
fectually executed as our revenue laws. Here| we enforced and illustrated them by various 
we called their attention to the act which Con- | other observations. 

gress had passed on that subject, and to the mes-| The British gentlemen, professing not to have 
sage of the President to that body towards the | expected those points to be brought forward 
close of its last session. Upon the supposition | which applied to a belligerent state of one of the 
that the’exclusion of British seamen should be | parties, expressed a wish to know whether, in our 
absolute and entire, there would no longer exist ; view, the two subjects were inseparable, and 
any ground for the claim of impressment, and, | whether we could not come to an agreement on 
of course, no objection to its abandonment. We | those topics which were probably Jess difficult to 
stated that, besides the motive which existed | be adjusted, leaving the others for further con- 
with our Government of guarding against colli- | sideration and future arrangement? We re- 
sion with Great Britain, another powerful one | plied, that, heretofore, they had always been 
operated—that of encouraging our native sea-| blended together by our Government, and that 
men, and of not being obliged to rely on the un- | we intended to bring them all up for consider- 
certain supply of foreigners. To this system, as | ation; that, at present, however, we only pre- 
a substitute for that of impressment, it did not | sented them for consideration, as it would be 
appear to us that Great Britain could object, un- | premature, at this time, to make any of them a 
less it was thought to be impracticable in its exe- | sine qua non ; and that whether a treaty omit- 
cution. We had no doubt ourselves that, even | ting some of them would be acceptable, must 
admitting that there might be, as in cases of | depend on its general tenor, and upon the extent 
smuggling, occasional instances of evasion of the | and importance of the subjects which might be 
system of exclusion, it would nevertheless be, | comprehended in the arrangement. 

upon the whole, much more favorable initsre-| They proceeded to remark that some of the 
sult to Great Britain. This system would apply | subjects had been always found to involve ex- 
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treme difficulty, particularly that of impressment ; 
that Great Britain was certainly prepared, at all 
times, to receive and to consider any proposition 
that America might be disposed to make in re- 
lation to it; but one of the gentlemen remarked 
that, from the deep interest which was felt by 
Great Britain in it, she must view with great 
jealousy (by which, he said, he meant vigilance) 
any such proposition; that the inquiry which 
they had just made as to our willingness to sepa- 
rate the two subjects proceeded from a wish to 
ascertain whether it were likely that any prac- 
tical result could be speedily obtained, if they 
entered upon the negotiation at this time. 

` On the subject of discriminating duties, men- 
tioned by us, they said their Government would 
‘receive favorably the proposition for a mutual 
abolition of them. As to the trade with India, 
their Government was not at all disposed to shut 
us out from it. In regard to the trade to the 
West Indies, considering the difficulties which 
had heretofore presented themselves in placing it, 
by treaty, upon a footing satisfactory to both 
parties, they feared it would not now be practi- 
cable to enter into any stipulation-respecting it 
which should meet the views of the two coun- 
tries. 

The interview terminated by their stating that 
they would report to the Cabinet the substance 
of what had passed between us, and by their 
pledging themselves to do all in their power to 
afford us an early answer. 

On the 16th instant, having been again invited 
by the Vice President of the Board of Trade to 
call at his office, we accordingly attended, and 
were received by the same gentlemen. 
stated that they had reported to the Cabinet what 
had passed at the last interview, and were now 


hope that this would’ not form any obstacle to 
the negotiation. 

With respect to the trade with their North 
American possessions, they were ready to- re- 
ceive and discuss any propositions we might 
have to offer, with an anxious desire to place it 
on a footing mutually satisfactory. f 

2dly. On those subjects which related to a 
state in which one of the parties should be at 
war and the other in peace, it was not necessary 
to disguise that they had been always attended 
with great difficulties. Still they were willing, 
in a spirit of amity and with candor, to receive 
and to discuss any propositions we might offer. 

With regard to blockades, they could not think 
it necessary to enter into any treaty definition of 
them, as the questions which might hereafter. 
arise on that subject, according to our own state- 
ment, would relate rather to the fact than to the 
principle, on which the two Governments seemed 
to agree. Indeed, they thought that such a defi- 
nition might tend to weaken, as implying a doubt 
of the correctness of the principle. 

In relation to the trade with enemies’ colonies, 
besides the intrinsic difficulty of the question, as 
heretofore experienced in all attempts to arrange 
it, there was another, arising out of their want of 
information as to whether France had adopted 
any, and what, system of colonial policy, since 
the restoration of her colonies. It might be that 
she had opened their trade to foreign nations in 
peace as well as in war; in which case, the 
questions that had heretofore existed could not 
be agitated again. 

Impressment had, they continued, of all this 


They | class of subjects, been found most difficult. to 


arrange. They were aware how important it 
was considered in both countries, and how, in 


prepared to give us an answer on the several | both, it touched public sensibility. As hereto-. 
topics to which the conversation related; in do- | fore, they were now ready to receive and con- 
ing this, they would observe the order which had ; sider any proposition our Government might 


been marked out by us. 

Ist. On the commercial intercourse between 
the two countries, they were authorized to state 
that their Government was ready to treat with 
us on the footing of the most favored nation, and 
was also willing to enter into any arrangement 
by which all discriminating duties on importa- 
tions and tonnage should be mutually done away. 
They were willing to admit us to the enjoyment 
of the trade with British India, unclogged by 
the restriction on the outward voyage contained 
in the unratified treaty, but must still insist on 
that contained in the treaty of 1794, on the return 
voyage. 
stated that we had no equivalent to offer, except 


what was to be found in the trade itself, they ! 


would expect, for this concession, a spirit of ac- 
commodation on our side in other parts of the 
commercial arrangement—the fur trade, or some 
other. 

The trade with the British West Indies, they 
stated, had always been a subject of great diffi- 
culty, and their Government was not prepared 
to make any change in that colonial policy to 
which they had so long adhered; but they would 


Considering that we had candidly | 


į make respecting it ; and, even without any treaty 
stipulation, their Government was now anxiously 
engaged in devising means to prevent the abuses 
of which we complain. If the law which we had 
mentioned at the last interview should be effec- 
tual in its object, it would doubtless do away a 
great motive with them for impressment. Still 
they were bound to consider, with the most vigi- 
lant attention, any proposition for the abandon- 
ment of what they must consider a right essential 
to their safety. That law did not, however, as 
they understood, settle the question who were to 
‘ be considered as British subjects—a question on 
which the two countries might not be able to 
| come to an understanding. 

With regard to our ideas respecting privateers 
and prizes, they were certainly fair and unexcep- 
tionable. 

As they had hinted at some accommodation in 
the fur trade, or in other parts of the commercial 
arrangement, for their supposed concession re- 
specting the India trade, we thought the occasion 
suitable for stating that we were positively in- 
structed not to consent to the renewal of the 
trade between British subjects and the Indians 
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within our territories. We stated that the dis- 
position of our Government on this subject did 
not proceed from commercial, but political con- 
siderations. They did not insist upon it, nor 
seem to think that the determination of our Gov- 
ernment would prevent an arrangement of the 
‘Canada trade. One of them inquired whether 


we expected, in like manner, to be excluded from ! 


the. trade with the Indians in their territories ? 
To which we replied, certainly. 
We explained the law for the exclusion of for- 


tion, like that which he understood had taken 
place in the former negotiation between Lords 
Holland and Auckland, and Messrs. Monroe and 
Pinkney, should be free from official forms; and 
thought such a course best caleulated to ascertain 
if it were likely that the two Governments could 
come to any practical result on this interesting 
subject. 

It was observed by one of the American Com- 
missioners, that such a conversation would be on 
terms of inequality, (the American Commission- 


eign seamen from our service, and mentioned | ers being invested with powers, and the other 
that the naturalization of seamen would be al- | gentlemen having none,) unless it was understood 
most altogether prevented, in future, by the ne- | not only that it should be considered as entirely 
cessity of a continued residence of five years.! unofficial, but that the same gentlemen should 
We stated that we were authorized to enter into | afterwards be commissioned to conclude a treaty, 
stipulations that would forbid the employment of | if it were thought that one could be formed. Lord 
such British seamen as might, under our laws, be | Castlereagh remarked, in reply, that such was 
hereafter naturalized ; but that we could not do | certainly his intention. 


it with respect to those who were already natu- 
ralized. We had thought that, as to them, an 
exception might be made, permitting, on both 
sides, the voluntary employment of such sea- 
men, natives of one country, as might have here- 
tofore been naturalized under the Jaws of the 
other country.. We added, that the number of 
British seamen already naturalized, which could 
constitute, as it appeared to us, the only difficulty 
in an arrangement, was very inconsiderable. 
Doctor Adams concurred in opinion that there 
were not many. 

We made some further explanations, and finally 
told them that, considering the dispositions which 
we had been happy to meet with in them, we 
would now say, that we would enter upon the 
negotiation ; reserving to ourselves, however, the 
right, as our powers were several as well as joint, 
to withdraw from it if circumstances should 
make it eligible to do so, and to leave Mr. Ad- 
ams, whom we daily expected, to conclude it. 

The interview closed by their undertaking to 
provide themselves immediately with the neces- 


The conversaticn ended in an understanding 
that the American Commissioners would consult 
| together upon the three topics mentioned by Lord 
| Castlereagh, and communicate on the following 

day to Mr. Goulbourn the result of their deliber- 
| ations. 


: The American Plenipotentiaries to the Secretary of 
State. 
Lonpon, July 3, 1815. 

Sir: We have the honor to transmit a conven- 
tion for regulating the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain, 
which we concluded this day with the British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Messrs. Clay and Gallatin’s despatch of the 18th 
May last has informed you of the preliminary 
steps taken by them on that subject. Mr. Adams 
arrived in London on the 24th of May, and on the 

| 5th of June we were invited by Messrs. Robinson, 
; Goulburn, and Adams, to meet them on the 7th. 
| At this conference, after a mutual exhibition of 


sary powers to proceed in the negotiation, and | our powers, and some general observations, we 
by an assurance that they would continue to do j delivered to them our project of a commercial 
all in their power to bring it to a speedy and suc- | convention, a copy of which (marked No, 1) is 


cessful issue. 


Extract of a minute of a conversation which took place 
at Lord Castlercagh’s, between his Lordship and 
Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, April 16, 1815. 

Lord Castlereagh then called the attention of the 
American Commissioners to a communication 
made by them at Ghent, relative to their power 
to treat on the commercial intercourse between 
the two countries. He said, before he gave an 
answer to that communication, he should be glad, 
if it were agreeable to the American Commis- 
sioners, that there should be an unoflicial conver- 
sation between them and the British Commis- 
sioners who negotiated the Treaty of Peace, to- 
gether with Mr. Robinson, whom he would asso- 
ciate with them for that purpose, to ascertain if 
it were likely that some general principles could 


herewith enclosed. They promised to take it 
| into immediate consideration, and on the 9th in- 
! formed us that they would prepare and transmit 
to us a contre-projet. 

Believing that there was no prospect of an im- 
mediate arrangement on the subject of seamen, 
and knowing that without it no treaty defining 
the rights aud duties of belligerents and neutrals 
was admissible, we excluded all that related to 
that branch of the subject from our projet, and 
confined it to objects purely commercial. 

We took the third article of the Treaty of 1794, 
respecting the intercourse with Canada, as the 
basis of the corresponding article: omitting, ae- 
cording to our instructions, whatever related to 

| the Indian trade. In drawing the other articles, 
we were principally guided by the unratified 
Treaty of 1806; by the instructions given in 
relation to it by the Secretary of State, in his 


be agreed upon to form the basis of a treaty of | despatch of May 20, 1807; and by the act of Con- 


commerce. He should prefer that this conversa- 


gress of the 3d March last, for abolishing all dis- 
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criminating duties. From the previous explicit 
declarations of the British Plenipotentiaries, we 
deemed. it useless to offer any article on the sub- 
ject of the intercourse with the West India islands, 
and only inserted a clause to prevent the appli- 
cation to that intercourse of the provisions con- 
templated by the convention. o. 

On the 16th the British Plenipotentiaries ad- 
dressed to us a note, enclosing their contre-projet, 
(marked No. 2,) and on the 17th we transmitted 
our answer, (marked No.3.) The whole subject 
was discussed at large in conferences held on the 
19th and 21st. The British Plenipotentiaries, in 
a note of the 10th, (marked No. 4,) stated the 
substance of their answer to ours of the 17th. In 
the conference of the 21st we delivered: the addi- 
tional clause to the second article of the contre- 
projet, (marked No. 5,) avd afterwards, on the 
same day, we transmitted our note, marked No. 6. 

It will be perceived, by these notes, that we had 
come to an understanding as to the intercourse 
between the United States and the British terri- 
tories in Europe, and that we disagreed on three 
points—the intercourse with Canada; placing, 
generally, both countries on the footing of the most 
favored nations; and the intercourse with the 
British East Indies. 

On the first point, the British Plenipotentiaries 
persisted in refusing to admit that the citizens of 
the United States should have the right to take 
their produce down the river St. Lawrence to 
Montreal, and down the river Chambly (or Sorel) 
to the St. Lawrence; and, without that permis- 
sion, the article was useless to us, and unequal in 
its practical operation. The provision that the 
importation of our produce into Canada should 
not be prohibited, unless the prohibition extended 
generally to all similar articles, afforded us no 
security, as no similar articles are imported into 
Canada from any other foreign country; whilst 
the corresponding provision respecting the im- 
portation into the United States, through Cana- 
da, of the produce and manufactures of Great 
Britain, effectually prevented us from prohibiting 
such an importation, since this could not be done 
without extending the prohibition to the import- 
ation of all similar articles, either of British or 
other growth or manufacture, into the Atlantic 
ports of the United States. 

The article for placing, respectively, the two 
countries on the footing of the most favored na- 
tion, limited, as was insisted on by the British 
Plenipatentiaries, to the intercourse between the 
United States and the European territories of 
Great Britain, was unnecessary, since all that ap- 
peared desirable on that subject was secured by 
the second article; and a provision of that na- 
ture, unless offering some obvious advantage, was 
deemed embarrassing, on account of the difficul- 
ties attached to its execution. ; 

With this view of the two subjects, and finding 
that to arrange them in a satisfactory manner 
was impracticable, we proposed, in our note of the 
21st, to omit altogether the articles relating to 
them. 

On the subject of the intercourse with India, 
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the British Plenipotentiaries, contrary to the im- 
pression made in the unofficial conversations on 
Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, insisted, on our offi- 
cial conferences, that our admission to that trade 
was, on the part of Great Britain, a concession 
altogether gratuitous, and for which, particularly 
as to the privilege of indirect outward voyages, 
she ultimately expected an equivalent; whilst we 
strenuously contended that an equivalent was 
found in the trade itself, which was highly bene- 
ficial to India, or, at all events, considering the 
nature of the commercial intercourse generally 
between the two countries, in the other provisions 
of the convention. On thesame ground,we urged 
our claim to be placed in India on the same foot- 
ing, at least, as the most favored nations; to 
which it was replied that they made a distinction 
between those nations which had possessions there 
and those which had none. The refusal not be- 
ing altogether explicit, we renewed our proposal 
to that effect in our note. 

The British Plenipotentiaries, in a note of the 
23d, (marked No. 7,) acceded to our proposal to 
omit the third and fifth articles, and refusing that 
on the subject of Indians, offered to omit the ar- 
ticle altogether, and to sign a convention cm- 
bracing only the provisions respecting the inter- 
course between the United States and the British 
territories in Europe. 

This proposal we rejected in our note of the 
24th, (marked No. 8.) But in order to meet, if 
practicable, the views of the British Government, 
and to avoid making any distinction between the 
East India trade and the other branches of com- 
mercial intercourse, we proposed to limit the dura- 
tion of the whole convention to four years; and 
we offered, as an alternative, an arrangement for 
the sole purpose of abolishing the discriminating 
duties, in conformity with the act of Congress of 
the last session. 

Ina note of the 26th, (marked No.9,) the British 
Plenipotentiaries informed us that they found it 
necessary to refer our last proposals to their Gov- 
ernment; and by their note of the 29th, (marked 
No. 10.) they accepted our offer of a convention 
embracing the Hast India article, and limited to 
four years, to be calculated from the date of its 
signature. We replied to this in a note dated 
30th June, (and marked No, 11,) and on the same 
day arranged, in a conference, the details of the 
convention. 

We beg leave to add, that the same restriction 
which confines our vessels to the principal ports 
of India is, except in special cases, imposed by the 
act of Parliament on British subjects; and that, 
besides the discrimination in the export duty from 
England, the difference on the import duty on 
the article of cotton had, by alate act of Par- 
liament, been increased to two-pence sterling per 
pound in favorof every species imported in British 
vessels, and even of Brazil cotton imported in 
Portuguese vessels. 

We have the honor to be, respectfully, &e. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
H. CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
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Projet of the American Ministers. 


Arr. 1. There shall be between the territories 
of the United States and all the dominions of His 
Britannic Majesty in Europe, a reciprocal and 
perfect liberty of commerce and navigation. The 
people and inhabitants of the two countries, re- 
spectively, shall have liberty, freely and securely, 
and without hindrance and molestation, to come 
with their ships and cargoes to the lands, countries, 
cities, ports, places, and rivers within the territories 
and dominions aforesaid, to center into the same, to 
resort there, and to remain and reside there with- 
out any limitation of time; also, to hire and pos- 
sess houses and warehouses, for the purposes of 
their commerce; and, generally, the merchants 
and traders on each side shall enjoy the most 
complete protection and security for their com- 
merce, but subject always, as to what respects this 
article, to the laws and statutes of the two coun- 
tries, respectively. 

Arr. 2. No other or higher duties shall be im- 
posed on the importation into the United States 
of any articles the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture, of the dominions of His Britannic Majesty 
in-Europe, nor on the importation into His Brit- 
annic Majesty’s dominions in Europe of any arti- 
cle the growth, produce, or manufacture, of the 
United States, than are or shall be payable on the 
like articles being of the growth, produce, or man- 
ufacture, of any other foreign country. Nor shall 
any higher duties or charges be imposed, in either 
of the two countries, on the exportation of any 
articles to the United States, or to His Britannic 
Majesty’s dominions in Europe, respectively, than 
such as are payable on the exportation of the like 
articles to every other foreign country; nor shall 
any prohibition be imposed on the exportation or 
importation of any articles the growth, produce, 
or manufacture, of the United States, or of His 
Britannic Majesty’s dominions in Europe, to or 
from the said States or the said dominions, which 
shall not equally extend to all other nations. No 
other or higher duties or charges shall be im- 
posed, in any of the ports of the United States, 
on British vessels, (such only excepted as may be 
bound from or to British possessions to which 
vessels of the United States are not permanently 
admitted,) than shall be payable in the said ports 
by vessels of the United States; nor in the ports 
of any of his Britannic Majesty’s dominions in 
Europe, on the vessels of the United States, than 
are or shall be payable in the said ports by British 
vessels. The same duties of exportation and im- 
portation, and also the same drawbacks and boun- 
ties, shall be respectively paid and allowed in 
either country on all articles the produce, growth, 
or manufacture, of the United States or of His 
Britannic Majesty’s dominions in Europe, whe- 
ther such exportation or importation be in vessels 
of the United States or in British vessels. 

Arr. 3. His Britannic Majesty agrees that the 
vessels of the United States shall be admitted, 
and hospitably received, in all the seaports and 
harbors of the British dominions in the Hast In- 
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freely carry on a trade with the said tertitories, 
in allarticles of which the importation or export- 
ation respectively to or from the said territories 
shall not be entirely prohibited: Provided, only, 
That it shall not be Jawful for them, in any time 
of war between the British Government and any 
other Power or State whatever, to export from 
the said territories, without the special permission 
of the British Government there, any military or 
naval stores, or rice. 

The citizens of the United States shall pay for 
their vessels, when admitted into the said ports, 
no other or higher duty or charge than shall be 
payable on British vessels in the ports of the Uni- 
ted States; and they shall pay no other or higher 
duties or charges on the importation or exporta- 
tion of the cargoes of the said vessels than shall 
be payable on the same articles when imported or 
exported in British vessels. But it is expressly 
agreed that the vessels of the United States shall 
not carry any of the articles exported by them 
from the said British territories to any port or 
place, except to some port or place in America, 
where the same shall be unladen ; or to some port 
or place, or ports or places in China, or in the 
Indian seas, whence the said vessels shall pro- 
ceed, as aforesaid, to some port or place in Amer- 
ica, and there unlade the whole of the articles 
exported, in the manner abovementioned, from 
the aforesaid British territories; and such regu- 
lations shall be adopted by both parties as shall 
from time to time be found necessary to enforce 
the due and faithful observance of this stipula- 
tion. It is also understood that the permission 
granted by this article is not to extend to allow 
the vessels of the United States to carry on any 
part of the coasting trade of the said British ter- 
ritories, without the special permission of the Brit- 
ish Government there; but the vessels gcing from 
one port to another of the said territories, for the 
sole purposes either of discharging their original 
cargoes, or part thereof, or of completing their 
return cargoes, are not to be considered as carry- 
ing on the coasting trade. Neither is this article 
to be construed to allow the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States to settle or reside within the said terri- 
tories, or to go into the interior parts thereof, 
without the permission of the British Government 
established there; and if any transgressions shall 
be attempted against the regulations of the Brit- 
ish Government in this respect, the observance 
of the same shall and may be enforced against ihe 
citizensof America, in thesame manner as against 
British subjects or uthers tranusgressing the same 
rule. And the citizens of the United States, 
whenever they arrive in any port or harbor in the 
said territories, or if they should be permitted, in 
manner aforesaid, to go to any other place there- 
in, shall always be subject to the laws, govern- 
ment, and jurisdiction, of whatsoever nature, 
established in such harbor, port, or place, accord- 
ing as the same may be. The vessels of the 
United States may also touch for refreshment at 
the island of St. Helena, or at such other ports 
or places as may be in the possession of Great 
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Britain inthe African or Indian seas, but subject 
in all respects to such regulations as the British 
Government may from time to time establish 
there. . 
“ART. 4, The navigation of all the lakes, rivers, 
‘and ‘water communications, the middle of which 
is the boundary between the United States and 
His Britannic Majesty’s dominions on the con- 
tinent- of North America, shall, at all times, be 
free:to the citizens of the United States and to 
His Majesty’s subjects. The said citizens and 
subjects may freely carry on trade and commerce 
with each other, and, for that purpose, pass: and 
repass by land or inland navigation, into the re- 
spective territories of the two parties on the said 
continent; and no higher or other tolls, or rates 
of ferriage, than what are or shall be payable by 
natives, shall be demanded on either side. All 


goods or merchandise, whose importation into the: 


United States shall not be wholly prohibited, may 
freely, for the purposes of the commerce above- 
mentioned, be carried into the same, in the man- 
ner aforesaid, by His Majesty’s subjects ; and such 
goods‘ and merchandise shall be subject to no 
higher or other duties than would be payable by 
citizens of the United States, on the importation 
of the same in American vessels into the Atlan- 
tic ports of the said United States; and, in like 
manner, all goods and merchandise, whose im- 
portation into His Majesty’s said territories in 
America shall not be entirely prohibited, may 
freely, for the purposes of commerce abovemen- 
tioned, be carried into the same, in the manner 
aforesaid, by the citizens of the United States; 
and such goods and merchandise shail be subject 
to no higher or other duties than would be paya- 
ble by His Majesty’s subjects on the importation 
of the same from Europe into the said territories. 
All goods not prohibited to be imported from the 
said territories, respectively, may, in like manner, 
be carried out of the same by the two parties. 

. No duty of importation or exportation shall be 
levied by either party on peltries or furs which 
may be brought, in the manner aforesaid, by land 
or inland navigation, from the said territories of 
one party into the said territories of the other 
party. 

Art. 5; It shall be free for each of the two con- 
tracting parties, respectively, to appoint consuls 
for the protection of trade, and agents for the pro- 
tection of seamen, to reside in the dominions and 
territories of the other party; and the said con- 
suls and agents shall enjoy the liberties and rights 
which belong to them by reason of their func- 
tions. But before uny consul or agent aforesaid 
shall act as such, he shall be, in the usual form, 
approved and admitted by the party to whom he 
is sent; and it is hereby declared to be lawful and 
proper, that, in case of illegal or improper con- 
duct towards the laws or Government, a consul 
or agent aforesaid may either be punished accord- 
ing to law, if the laws will reach the case, or be 

- dismissed, or even sent back; the offended Gov- 
ernment assigning to the other the reasons for 
the same. 

- Art. 6. It being the intention of the high con- 


tracting parties, that the people of their respective 
dominions shall be placed on the footing of the 
most favored nation, it is agreed, that in case 
either party shall hereafter grant any additional 
advantage in navigation or trade to any other 
nation, the citizens or subjects of the other party 
shall fully participate therein ; freely, where it is 
freely granted to such other nation, or yielding 
the same compensation where the grant is made 
for some equivalent. 


No. 2. 
The British Plentpotenttaries to the American Plen- 
tpotentiaries. 
Boarp or Trane, June 16, 1815. 

The undersigned have the honor to transmit 
to the Plenipotentiaries of the United States a 
contre-projet for the arrangement of the commer- 
cial intercourse between the two countries. The 
American Plenipotentiaries will observe, that the 
article respecting the British East Indies is not 
proposed to be included in the body of the Treaty, 
but in a separate article, and more limited in point 
of duration, than would be suitable to the arrange- 
ments of the Treaty itself. The undersigaed, 
nevertheless, flatter themselves that the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries will see in the proposed ar- 
ticle for the East India intercourse, a proof of the 
liberal and conciliatory disposition with which 
the British Government is disposed to act upon 
the subject. 

It will be recollected that at one of the unoffi- 
cial conferences, and, subsequently, at the first 
official conference held with the American Plen- 
ipotentiaries, the undersigned stated, by order of 
their Government, that if the power of going from 
the United States to the British dominions in the 
East Indies by an indirect course were conceded, 
Great Britain must be considered as entitled to 
some equivalent for the concession, and that the 
fur trade was pointed out by the undersigned as 
capable of furnishing that equivalent. 

The American Plenipotentiaries having stated 
that their instructions did not permit them to 
grant, by stipulation, any commercial intercourse 
between His Majesty’s subjects and the Indians 
residing within the acknowledged boundaries of 
the United States, and not having suggested any 
other means of finding an equivalent, the under- 
signed would have been fully justified in tender- 
ing a contre-project which wholly omitted the 
concession in question. But His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, anxious to renew the commercial rela- 
tions of the two countries, in the true spirit of 
peace and harmony, has authorized the under- 
signed to offer a separate article, by which the 
indirect voyage from the United States to the 
British East Indies will be permitted, without 
equivalent, for the space of two years, in the con- 
fident hope that, during that period, the American 
Government will be enabled to propose such an 
equivalent as may induce Great Britain to make 
that permission commensyrate with the general 
duration of the treaty. 

The undersigned will be happy to have the 
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honor of seeing the American Plenipotentiaries 
on any day which may suit their convenience, 
and request them to accept the assurance of their 
high consideration. 


F. ROBINSON, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


Contre-projet of the British Commissioners. 


Arricty 1. There shall be, between all the 
territories of His Britannie Majesty in Europe, 
and the territories of the United States of Amer- 
ica, a reciprocal liberty of commerce, The in- 
habitants of the two countries, respectively, shall 
have liberty fully and securely to come with their 
ships and cargoes to ali such places, ports, and 
rivers in the territories aforesaid, to which other 
foreigners are permitted to come; to enter into 
the same, and remain and reside in any parts of 
the said territories, respectively ; also to hire and 
occupy warehouses for the purposes of their com- 
merce; and, generally, the merchants and traders 
of each nation, respectively, shall enjoy the most 
complete protection and security for their com- 
merce, but subject always to the lawsand statutes 
of the two countries, respectively. 

Art. 2. No other or higher duties shall be im- 
posed on the importation into the territories of 
His Britannic Majesty in Europe, of any articles 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Uni- 
ted States; and no other or higher duties shall be 
imposed on the importation into the United States 
of any articles the growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture of his Britannic Majesty’s territories in Eu- 
rope, than are or shall be payable on the like ar- 
ticles being the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of any other foreign country ; nor shall any other 
or higher duties or charges be imposed in either 
of the two countries on the exportation of any ar- 
tickes to His. Britannic Majesty’s territories in Eu- 
rope, or to the United States, respectively, than 
such as are payable on the exportation of the like 
articles to any other foreign country; nor shall 
any prohibition be imposed upon the exportation 
or importation of any article the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of His Britannic Majesty’s terri- 
tories in Europe, or of the United States, to or 
from the said territories of His Britannic Majesty 
in Europe, or to or from the said United States, 
which shall not extend to all other nations. No 
other or higher duties or charges shall be imposed 
in the ports of any of His Britannic Majesty’s 
territories in Europe on the vessels of the United 
States, than shall be payable on British vessels; 
nor in any of the ports of the United-States on 
British vessels, than those payable in the same 
ports by vessels of the United States. 

Art. 3. The navigation of all lakes, rivers, and 
water communications, the middle of which is or 
may be the boundary between His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s territories on the continent of North Amer- 
lea, and the United States, shall, with the excep- 
tions hereinafter mentioned, at all times be free 
to His Majesty’s subjects and the cilizens of the 


United States. The inhabitants of His Britannic 
Majesty’s territories in North America, and the 
citizens and subjects of the United States, may 
freely carry on trade and commerce by land or 
inland navigation, as aforesaid, with goods and 
merchandise the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the British territories in Europe or North 
America, or of the United States, respectively, 
within the territories of the two parties, respect- 
ively, on the said continent, (the country within 
the limits of the Hudson’s Bay Company only 
excepted ;) and no other or higher duties or tolls, 
or rates of ferriage, or portage, than what are or 
shall be payable by natives, respectively, shall be 
taken or demanded on either side. All goods or 
merchandise, whose importation into the United 
States shall not be wholly prohibited, may fully, 
for the purposes of the commerce abovementioned. 
be carried into the said United States, in the man- 
ner aforesaid, by His Britannic Majesty’s sub- 
jects; and the said goods and merchandise shall 
be subject to no higher or other duties than would 
be payable by citizens of the United States on the 
importation of the same in American vessels into 
the Atlantic ports of the United States. And, 
in like manner, all goods and merchandise the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, whose importation into His Majesty’s said 
territories in America shall not be entirely pro- 
hibited, may fully, for the purposes of the com- 
merce abovementioned, be carried into the same 
by land, or by means of such lakes, rivers, and 
water communications as abovementioned, by the 
citizens of the United States ; and such goods and 
merchandise shall be subject to no other or higher 
duty than would be payable by His Majesty’s sub- 
jects on the importation of the same from Europe 
into the said territories. No duty shall be levied 
by either party on peltries or furs which may be 
brought in the manner aforesaid by land or inland 
navigation, from the said territories of the other; 
but tolls, or rates of ferriage, or portage, may be 
demanded and taken in manner abovementioned 
on such peltries or furs. 

It is hereby declared, that nothing in this arti- 
cle contained, as to the navigation of rivers, lakes, 
or water communications, shall extend to give a 
right of navigation upon or within the same, in 

| those parts where the middle is not the boundary 
between His Britannic Majesty’s territories and 
the United States of America. 

Arr. 4. It shall be free for each of the two con- 
tracting parties to appoint consuls for the protec- 
tion of trade, to reside in the dominions and terri- 
tories of the other party; but, before any consul 
shall act as such, he shall, in the usual form, be 
approved and admitted by the Government to 
| which he is sent. And it is hereby declared that, 
jin case of illegal or improper conduct towards 
the laws or Government of the country to which 
he is sent, such consul may either be punished 
| according to law, if the laws will reach the case, 

or be sent back, the offended Government assign- 
i ing to the other the reasons for the same. 

It is hereby declared, that either of the con- 

tracting parties may except from the residence of 
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consuls, such particular places as such party shall 
judge proper to be so excepted. 

” Art. 5. It being the intention of the contract- 
ing:parties that the inhabitants of His Britannic 
Majesty’s territories in Europe, and the inhabit- 
ants of the United States, shall, in respect to com- 
merce between the said territories, be placed on 
the footing of the most favored nations, it is 
agreed, that in case either of the contracting par- 
ties. shall hereafter grant any additional advan- 
tages in commerce or navigation to any Euro- 
pean-nation as to the importation or exportation 
to or from such other Europeon nation and His 
Britannic Majesty’s territories in Europe, or to 
or from such European nation and the territories 
of the United States; the citizens and subjects of 
the other contracting party shall likewise enjoy 
the same, freely, where it has been freely granted 
to such other European nation; and, where con- 
ditionally granted, on the same terms and condi- 
tions on which such advantage shall have been 
granted, or on terms and conditions which may be 
afterwards agreed upon as equivalent thereto by 
the contracting parties. 


FIRST SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


His.Britannic Majesty agrees that the vessels 
of the United States shall be admitted and hos- 
pitably received at the principal settlements of 
the British dominions in the Hast Indies, videli- 
cet, Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and the Prince of 
Wailes’s island; and that the citizens of the said 
United: States may fully carry on trade between 
the said principal settlements and the said United 
States, in all articles of which the importation 
and exportation, respectively, to and from the said 


territories, shall not be entirely prohibited: Pro- | 


vided, only, That it shall not be lawful for them, 
in any time of war between the British Govern- 
ment.and any Power or State whatever, to export 


from the said territories, without the special per- | 


mission of the British Government, any military 
stores, or naval stores, or rice. The citizens of 
the United States shall pay for their vessels, when 
admitted, no other or higher duty or charge than 
shall be payable on the vessels of the most favored 
Europeaù nations; and they shall pay no other 
or higher duties or charges on the importation or 
exportation of the cargoes of the said vessels, than 
shall be payable on the same articles when im- 
ported or exported in the vessels of the most fa- 
vored Europeon nation. 

But it is expressly agreed, that the vessels of 
the United States shall not carry any articles from 
the said principal settlemeuts to any port or place, 
except to some port or place in the United States 
of America, where the same shall be unladen. 

It is also. understood, that the permission granted 
by this article is not to extend to allow the ves- 
sels of the United States to carry on any of the 
coasting trade of the said British territories; but 
the vessels of the United States having, in the 
first instance, proceeded to one of the said prin- 
cipal settlements of the British dominions, in the 
East Indies, and then going with their original 
cargoes, or part thereof, from one of the said prin- 


cipal settlements to ‘another, shall not be consid- 
ered as carrying on the coasting trade. 

The vessels of the United States may also 
touch for refreshment, but not for commerce, in 
the course of their voyage to or from the British 
territories in India, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
the island of St. Helena, or such other places as 
may be in the possession of Great Britain in the 
African or Indian seas; it being well understood 
that, in all that regards this article, the citizens 
of the United States shall be subject in all re- 
spects to the laws and regulations of the British 
Government from time to time established. 


SECOND SEPARATE ARTICLE. 


It is hereby agreed and declared, that the first 
separate article of the present treaty shall be 
limited in its duration to the period of two years 
from the date of the exchange of the ratifications 
of the said treaty. 


No. 3. 


The American to the British Plenipotentiaries. 
Harvey Srreet, June 17, 1815. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of His Britannic 
Majesty’s Plenfipotentiaries of the 16th instant, 
enclosing their contre-projet for the arrangement 
of the commercial intercourse between the two 
countries. 

Anxious to ascertain, with as little delay as 
possible, whether there be any probability that 
such an arrangement can now be concluded as 
shall be satisfactory to both parties, the under- 
signed will not at this time enter into a discus- 
sion of the subject, and, leaving minor points for 
subsequent consideration, will only propose the 
following alterations in the contre-projet of His 
Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries, viz: 

Art, 2.—Ist. To reinstate the clause in tlie 
projet of the undersigned which provided that 
the same duties, drawbacks, and bounties should 
be paid and allowed in either country, on the 
importation or exportation of articles the produce, 
growth, or manufacture of His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s territories in Europe, or of the United States. 

2d. To reinstate the clause in the projet of the 
undersigned which excepted from the provision 
to equalize tonnage duties British vessels bound 
to or from British possessions to which vessels of 
the United States were not permanently admit- 
ted ; or to introduce a new article, providing that 
neither the-intercourse between the United States 
and His Britannic Majesty’s possessions in the 
West Indies, nor that by sea between the said 
States and His Britannic Majesty’s possessions 
in North America, shall be affected by any arti- 
cle in the treaty, but that each party shall remain 
in the complete possession of its rights, in respect 
to such an intercourse. 

Arr. 3. To reinstate, in substance, the article 
proposed on that subject by the undersigned, so 
that the commerce by land or inland navigation, 
sanctioned by the article, be confined to that 
which may be carried on between the citizens of 
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Art. 5. To place, generally, each nation on 
the footing of the most favored nation, without 
restricting ‘that privilege. as relates to the citi- 
zens of the United States, to the commerce with 
His Britannic Majesty’s territories in Europe. 

Second separate article to be omitted. 

The undersigned will have the honor to wait 
on His Britannic Majesty’s Plenipotentiaries on 
Monday, the 19th instant, at two o’clock, at the 
Office of Trade, when the undersigned hope they 
will be able to communicate to them their final 
determination on the proposed alterations. 

The undersigned request His Britannic Majes- 
ty’s Plenipotentiaries to accept the assurances of 
their distinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
HENRY CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The Right Hon. F. J. Rosinson, H. Gout- 
BURN, and Dr. WiLLIAM ADAMS. 


— 


No. 4. 
The British to the American Plenipotentiarics. 


Boarn or Trans, June 20, 1815. 

In compliance with the request of the Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries, the undersigned have the 
honor to communicate to them, in writing, the 
substance of the observations which were made 
on the part of the British Plenipotentiaries, in 
the conference of yesterday, upon the different 
points referred to in the note of the American 
Plenipotentiaries of the 17th instant. 

Upon the first point, relating toa part of the 
second article of the contre-projet of the under- 
signed, the British Plenipotentiaries stated it to 
be the intention of their Government to agree not 
only toa mutual equalization of such duties as 
may be properly called tonnage duties, but also 
of all duties upon the importation of goods the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the two coun- 
tries, respectively, whether imported in British 
or in American ships; they stated, further, their 
readiness to accede to asimilar and mutual equal- 
ization of bounties payable upon the above arti- 
cles. Upon the subject of drawbacks, they rep- 
resented that the clause, as proposed by the 
American Plenipotentiaries, appeared to give to 
the vessels of the United States which might be 
engaged in the general re-exportation of Amori- 
can produce from this country to all other parts 
of the world an advantage equal to that enjoyed 
by British ships; and that this privilege went 
beyond the general principle of an article which 
was confined to the trade between the two coun- 
tries, respectively. They expressed a wish to 


receive from the American Plenipotentiaries a 
more precise explanation of their views upon 
this point. 

Upon the second point referred to in the note 
of the American Plenipotentiaries, the under- 
signed expressed their readiness to agree to a 
clause which should contain the latter alternative 
suggested by the American Plenipotentiaries, 

Upon the third article, relating to the inter- 
course between Canada and the United States, 
the undersigned disclaimed any intention of ob- 
taining, by any interpretation of the words of the 
article as they had proposed it, a right to an in- 
tercourse with the Indians residing within the 
acknowledged limits of the United States, which 
the American Plenipotentiaries had already stated 
that their instructions forbade them to concede. 
And they expressed their readiness to agree to 
the insertion of such words as would clear up 
any doubt which might exist upon the subject. 

As to the navigation of the river St. Lawrence 
as far as Montreal, and that of the waters fow- 
ing from Lake Champlain to that river, the un- 
dersigned stated themselves not to be authorized 
to stipulate the concession of that indulgence in 
the way proposed by the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries. The undersigned likewise stated their 
objections to extending Article 5 beyond the in- 
tercourse between the United States and His 
Britannic Majesty’s dominions in Europe. 

In regard to the two separate articles of the 
contre-projet, the undersigned stated that they 
had no authority to grant the first, unless accom- 
panied by a limitation in point of time; and 
when the American Plenipotentiaries proposed, 
as a substitute for that article, one which should 
give the United States the same privileges as the 
most favored European nations in their inter- 
course with the British possessions in that quar- 
ter, the undersigned, while they admitted that, in 
some respects, it stood upon different grounds 
from an article which should grant the indirect 
voyage to the Hast Indies, without any equiva- 
lent or limitation ia point of time, did not feel 
themselves authorized to hold out any expecta- 
tion that this new suggestion could be acceded to 
by Great Britain. 

The undersigned request the American Pleni- 
potentiaries to accept the assurances of their high 


consideration. 
F. ROBINSON, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


No. 5. 
Second sketch of article for equalizing duties. 

The same duties shall be paid on the importa- 
tion into the ports of any of His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s territories in Europe of any articles the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, and the same drawbacks shall be allowed 
on the re exportation thereof, whether such 1m- 
portation shall be in vessels of the United States 
orin British vessels; and the same duties shall 
be paid on the importation into the United States 
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thereof, whether such im- 


No. 6. 
The American to the British Plenipotentiaries. 
Hanvey Srreet, June 21, 1815. 


., The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the British Pleni- 
potentiaries dated the 20th instant, communica- 
ting the substance of the observations which they 
had made in the conference of. the 19th, upon the 
different: points referred to in the note of the un- 
dersigned of the.17th instant. 

x The views of the- undersigned, with respect to 
the second article, being precisely the same with 
those stated by the British Plenipotentiaries, there 
will be no difficulty in framing a clause embrac- 
ing the objects contemplated by both parties, and 
which shall be free from ambiguity. 

The explanation given by the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries upon that part of the third article which 
the undersigned apprehended might be liable to 
a construction, in reference to the Indian trade, not 
intended by either party, is perfectly satisfactory. 

-But they regret that they cannot accede to the 
alterations proposed in other respects by the Brit- 
ish Plenipotentiaries to the article which had 
peen offered by the undersigned, particularly as 
.they affect the.privilege of inland navigation by 
the river St. Lawrence and by the waters fiow- 
-ing from Lake Champlain; nor have they found 
it practicable to frame any article compatible 
with the different views entertained by the two 
parties respecting the intercourse between the 
United States and Canada. They, therefore, re- 
cur to the proposal made in their note of the 17th 
instant, to omit that article altogether, that pro- 
posal not having been noticed in the note of the 
British Plenipotentiaries of the 20th instant. 

They make the same offer as to the fifth article 

of the contre-projet. 

_ And, thirdly, they hereby renew the proposal 
` made verbally in the conference of the 19th inst., 

to substitute, fur the two separate articles, one 

placing the United States, in their intercourse 

with the British possessions in India, on the foot- 
. ing of the most favored European nation. 

. The undersigned request to be madeacquainted 


Ma 
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essels of the United States 
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with the determination of the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries on those three propositions. 

The undersigned tender again to the British 
Plenipotentiaries assurances of theirdistinguished 


consideration. - i; 
- JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
HENRY CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Right Hon. F. Roninson, H. GOULBURN, 
and Dr. Wi1LLIAM ADAMS. 


No. 7. 
The British to the American Plenipotentiaries. 
Boarp or TRADE, June 23, 1815. 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the American 
Plenipotentiarics of the 21st instant, and are hap- 
py to find that no difficulty exists on either side 
as to the second article. Upon the subject of the 
third article, the undersigned regret to learn that 
the American Plenipotentiaries have not found it 
practicable to frame any article compatible with 
the different views entertained by the two parties 
respecting the intercourse between Canada and 
the United States; and as the undersigned are 
equally unable to accede to the proposition made 
on the part of the United States respecting the 
navigation of waters lying exclusively within the 
territories of His Britannic Majesty, they accede 
to the proposal of omitting the article altogether. 
They have also no objection to the omission of 
the fifth article. 

In regard to the trade with the British Hast 
Indies, the undersigned are not authorized to sub- 
stitute, for the two separate articles which they 
had proposed, one which shall put the intercourse 
of the United States in that quarter upon the foot- 
ing of the most favored European nation, inas- 
much as it would have the practical effect of 
granting, in another shape, that which the under- 
signed are instructed to withhold, unless accom- 
panied by a greater limitation of time than they 
would think it expedient to apply to the other ar- 
rangements of the treaty. If, however, the Amer- 
ican Plenipotentiaries adhere to their objection to 
the substance of the two separate articles, as pro- 
posed on the part of Great Britain, the under- 
signed are ready to omit altogether any article 
upon the subject of the East Indies. 

The undersigned are nevertheless disposed to 
consider the arrangements of the second article 
(as agreed upon, or understood,) to be of sufficient 
importance to the mutual interests of Great Brit- 
ain aad the United States, particularly in the 
common object of securing a free commercial 
intercourse between the two countries, to induce 
them readily to sign a treaty or convention for 
that single purpose, independent of the other 
points to whieh the negotiation has referred. 

The undersigned are happy, upon this occasion, 
to renew to the American Plenipotentiarics the 
assurances of their high consideration. 

F. J. ROBINSON. 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 
To the AMERICAN PLENIPOTENTIARIES. 
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No. 8. 
The American to the British Plenipotentiaries. 
HARLEY Street, June 24, 1815. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknow- 
ledge the reccipt of the note of the British Pleni- 
potentiaries of the 23d instant, expressing their 
assent to the proposal of omitting the third and 
fifth articles of the contre-projet. To the propo- 
sal of omilting, also, altogether, any article upon 
the subject of the East Indies, and of signing an 
arrangement embracing all the provisions con- 
tained in the second article, the undersigned do 
not feel themselves authorized to accede. But 
they offer to sign a convention embracing that 
article entire, and the first separate article, the 
whole of which convention shall be limited to 
the term of four years from the date of the ex- 
change of the ratifications; or they will agree to 
a-convention for the sole purpose of abolishing 
all discriminating duties on American and Brit- 
ish vessels, and their cargoes, in the intercourse 
between the United States and His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s territories in Europe, in the manner con- 
templated by the second article, and as explained 
and mutually agreed on in the conferences on that 
subject, omitting all the other provisions contained 
in the same article, and which had for object to 
place the two countries, respectively, on the foot- 
ing of the most favored nation. 

The undersigned request the British Plenipo- 
tentiaries to accept the assurances of their dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 

HENRY CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 


The Right Hon. F. J. Rovinson, H. GotL- 
gurn, and Dr. Winuiam ApaMs. 


No 9. 
The British to the American Plenipotentiaries. 
Boarn oF Trane, June 26, 1815. 


The undersigned have the honor to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of the note of the American Pleni- 
potentiaries of the 24th instant, in which they 
offer to sign a convention embracing the second 
article entire, and the first separate article, the 
whole convention to be limited to the term of 
four years from the date of the exchange of the 
ratifications ; or to agree to a convention for the 
sole purpose of abolishing all discriminating du- | 
ties on American and British vessels, and their | 
cargoes, in the intercourse between the United 
States and the British territories in Europe, omit- | 
ting all the other provisions contained in the 

icle, and which had for object to place | 


same arti 
the two countries, respectively on the footing of 
the most favored nation. 

As neither of these proposals were contemplated 
in the instructions with which the undersigned | 
were originally furnished, and which were framed 
with a view toa less limited arrangement, they 
have felt themselves under the necessity of refer- 
ring the last note of the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries to the consideration of their Government, 


i 
H 
| 
i 
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and will not fail to communicate the result of 
that reference as soon as they shall be enabled to 
do so. 

The undersigned are happy to avail themselyes 
of this opportunity of renewing to the American 
Plenipotentiaries the assurances of their high 


consideration. 
F. J. ROBINSON, 
HENRY GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


No. 10. 
The British to the American Plenipoteniiaries. 
Boarn or Trane, June 29, 1815. 

In reference to the note which the undersigned 
had the honor to address to the American Pleni- 
potentiaries on the 26th instant, they are now 
instructed to acquaint them that the British Gov- 
ernment is ready to agree toa convention for four 
years, (to be calculated from the date of its sig- 
nature,) which shall contain the whole of the 
second article, as proposed by the undersigned, 
and as explained and mutually agreed upon in 
their several conferences; and also the first arti- 
cle, relating to the East Indies, as proposed on the 
part of Great Britain, (the latter article also to 
be in force for four years from the same date. ) 
The undersigned, in making this communication 
to the American Plenipotentiaries, feel it to be 
their duty to state, in the most explicit manner, 
that although, in the earnest desire of promoting 
a good understanding between the two countries, 
the British Government has, at the present time, 
forborne 10 insist on making in the body of the 
treaty any marked distinction between ils con- 
cession in regard tothe East Indies, and its other 
concessions, for which a stipulated equivalent is 
obtained, yet that it still considers itself as grant- 
ing to the United States a privilege, to the East 
Indies, for which it is entitled to require an equiv- 
alent; and the undersigned must, therefore, be 
distinctly understood as reserving to His Ma- 
jesty’s Government, in avy future negotiations, 
the clear right either of withholding this privilege 
altogether, after the expiration of four years, or 
of renewing the grant of it for such equivalents, 
or subject to such modification, as expediency 
may seem to require at the time of such future 
negotiation. 

The undersigned request to have the honor of 
seeing the American Plenipotentiaries on Friday 
next, the 30th instant, at two o'clock, at the Board 
of Trade; and avail themselves of this opportun- 
ity of again offering the assurances of their high 


consideration. 
F. J. ROBINSON, 
HENRY GOULBURN. 
WILLIAM ADAMS. 


No. 11. 
The American to the British Plenipotentiartes. 
Hariey STREET, June 30, 1815. 
T'he undersigned have had the honor to receive 
the note of the British Plenipotentiaries, dated 
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the 29th instant, and stating the terms on whieh 
their ‘Government is ready to agree to a conven- 
tion on the subject of the commercial intercourse 
“between the United States and Great Britain. 
> The indersigned have already, in the confer- 
‘ences which they had the honor to hold with the 
‘British Plenipotentiaries, expressed their opinion 
that the proposed convention, taken altogether, 
was founded on principles of reciprocity, was 
equally advantageous to both parties,and contained 
in itselfa fair equivalent for every presumed con- 
cession made by either party; but both Govera- 
ments will undoubtedly have a clear right, after 
the expiration of four years, of refusing to renew, 
orof subjecting to modifications, any of the stipu- 
‘lations now agreed on which may appear to either 
party injurious, or requiring some further equiv- 
alent. The same earnest desire of promoting a 
good understanding between the two countries, 
which has been expressed on the part of Great 
Britain, has induced the undersigned to agree to 
‘a convention more limited both as to its objécts 
and duration than they had contemplated, with a 
hope that, in the mean time, its deficiencies may 
‘be supplied, and: such other provisions may be 
adopted, as will conduce to mutual convenience, 
and tend to strengthen the relations of amity 
and friendship happily restored between the two 
countries. | 

' The undersigned will have the honor to meet 
the British Plenipotentiaries this day, and feel 
pleasure in renewing the assurances of their high 


consideration. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
H. CLAY, 
ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Right Hon. F. J. Rontnson, H. GovL- 
‘puRN, Esq, and Dr. W. Avams. 


The undersigned, His Britannic Majesty’s 
Chargé des Affaires in the United States, has the 
honor to acquaint the American Secretary of 
State, for the information of the President, that 
he has received His’ Royal Highness the Prince 

` Regents ratification, in the name and on the be- 
half of His Majesty, of the commercial Conven- 
tion between the two countries, signed at London 

` on the 2d of July ; and that he has been author- 
ized and is ready to proceed to the exchange, 
whenever the ratification on the part of the Uni- 
ted States shall have taken place. 

_In communicating this intelligence, the under- 
signed hasreceived the Prince Regent’s commands, 
at the same time, to transmit to the Government of 
the United States the accompanying declaration, 
explanatory of the intentions of His Majesty’s 
Government in so far as regards the intercourse of 
vessels belonging to the United States with the 
island of St. Helena; the existing circumstances 
of the world having rendered it necessary that 
that island should, for the present, be excepted 
from the ports of refreshment enumerated in the 
third article of the said convention. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oppor- 
tunity of requesting the American Secretary of 
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State to accept the assurance of his high consid- 


eration. i , 
; A. ST. JOHN BAKER. 
DECLARATION. l 

The undersigned, His Britannie Majesty’s 
Chargé des Affaires in the United States of Amer- 
ica, is commanded by His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, acting in the name and on the 
behalf of His Majesty, to explain and declare, 
upon the exchange of the ratifications of the con- 
vention concluded at London on the 3d of July 
of the present year, for regulating the commerce 
and navigation between the two countries, that, 
in consequence of events which have happened 
in Europe subsequent to the signature of the con- 
vention aforesaid, it has been deemed expedient, 
and determined, in conjunction with the allied 
Sovereigns, that St. Helena shall be the place al- 
lotted for the future residence of General Napo- 
leon Bonaparte, under such regulations as may 
be necessary for the perfect security of his person ; 
and it has been resolved, for that purpose, that 
all ships and vessels whatever, as well British 
ships and vessels as others, excepting only ships 
belonging the East India Company, shall be ex- 
eluded from all communication with or approach 
to that island. 

It has, therefore, become impossible to comply 
with so much of the third article of the treaty as 
relates to the liberty of touching for refreshment 
at the island of St. IIelena ; and the ratifications 
of the said treaty will be exchanged under the 
explicit declaration and understanding that the 
vessels of the United States cannot be allowed to 
touch at or hold any communication whatever 
with the said island, so long as the said island 
shall continue to be the place of residence of the 
said Napoleon Bonaparte. 

A. ST. JOHN BAKER. 


Wasuineton, November 24, 1815. 


MASSACRE AT DARTMOOR PRISON. 


[Communicated to the House, January 31, 1816.] 
To the House of Representatives - 
I transmit a report of the Secretary of State, 
complying with a resolution of the 4th instant. 
JAMES MADISON. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 31, 1816. 


DerarTMENT or Stars, Jan. 31, 1816, 


The resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 4th instant, requesting the President to 
cause to be laid before the House (if in his opin- 
ion it will not be inconsistent with the public 
welfare) any authentic information he may have 
received, or communications which may have 
passed between this Government and the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, in relation to the transac- 
tions at Dartmoor prison, in the month of April 
last,as far as the American prisoners of war there 
confined were affected by such transactions, hav- 
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British Government had no desire to screen any 
person whose conduct might have been improper 
or precipitate. 

The American Commissioners, agreeing to the 
principles of Lord Castlereagh’s proposition, so 
far as related to the advantage of having a joint 
report upon the facts of the case, entertained 
doubts whether they could, with propriety, take 
such a duty upon themselves ; and suggested that 
Mr. Beasley, from the situation which he held in 
this country, appeared to them better qualified for 
the task. Lord Castlereagh replicd, that it was 
only from a desire of giving to any report which 
might be made the sanctiun of the highest author- 
ity, that he had suggested the employment of the 
Commissioners themselves; and, deeming it of 
the most essential importance to satisfy the pub- 
lic in both countries on this subject, he was in- 
duced to prefer his original proposition ; but that 
he must, of course, leave itto the American Com- 
missioners to decide whether Mr. Beasley was 
better fitted for this service; and that, upon re- 
ceiving the result of their consideration of the 
subject, the Government would appoint some per- 
son properly qualified to meet the American gen- 
tleman who might be so selected; such person 
being either one of the late British Commission- 
ers at Ghent, or a commissioner of the transport 
board, according as the American Commissioners 
might decide upon going themselves or sending 
Mr. Beasley. Lord Castlereagh then entered 
upon the immediate release of the American 
prisoners of war detained in this country. After 
stating the inconvenience of retaining in confine- 
ment men who had a right, under a treaty of 
peace, to be liberated, he requested information as 
to whether Mr. Beasley was proceeding in the 
measures which he understood to have been taken 
for conveying them back to America. 

The American Commissioners stated that Mr. 
Beasley had certainly taken up some transports, 
on his own responsibility, previous to the receipt 
of instructions from America; but the American 
Government considered the restoration of prison- 
ers to imply their reconveyance to their own 
country by the Power detaining them ; and the 
American Commissioners did not know whether 
Mr. Beasley had either authority or funds for con- 
tinuing the service which he had, on his own view 
of the subject, commenced. 

Lord Castlereagh stated that he saw no objec- 
tion to adopting some such measure as that which 
had been adopted in America, and proposed that 
each party should defray half the expense of con- 
veying the prisoners from this country to Amer- 
ica, leaving the ultimate construction of the treaty 
for future arrangements. But he remarked, that 
the article on which the doubt had arisen being 
founded on principles of perfect reciprocity, it 
appeared to him scarcely consonant with those 
principles, that the only expense to be defrayed 
by the United States should be that of conveying 
the British prisoners from the United States to 
Bermuda or Halifax, while Great Britain should 
have not only to convey to America the Ameri- 
can prisoners now in this country, but also to 


ing been referred to the Secretary of State, he 
has the honor to submit to the President the ac- 
companying papers, marked A, B, and C, as con- 
taining all the information in this Department 
called for by the resolution, or immediately con- 
nected with it. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES MONROE. 


List of papers in packet marked A. 


Extract of a minute of a conversation which 
took place at Lord Castlereagh’s, bet ween his lord- 
ship and Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, on the 16th 
of April, 1815. 

Extract of a letter from Messrs. Clay and Gal- 
latin to Mr. Beasley, dated the 18th of April, 1615. 

Letter of Mr. Charles King to Mr. Adams, dated 
Plymouth, 26th April, 1815. 

Report of Messrs. Larpent and King, upon the 
occurrence at Dartmoor prison, dated 25th of 
April, 1815. 

Letter of Lord Castlereagh to Messrs. Clay and 
Gallatin, dated 22d of May, 1815. 

Letters of Messrs. Clay and Gallatin to Lord 
Castlereagh, dated 24th of May, 1815. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams to the Sec- 
retary of State, dated 23d of June, 1815. 

Letter of Mr. Baker, His Britannie Majesty’s 
Chargé des Affaires, to the Secretary of State, 
dated August 3, 1815. 

Letter of the Secretary of State to Mr. Baker, 
dated December 11, 1815. 


A. 


Extract of a minute of a conversation which took place 
at Lord Castlereagrh’s, between his Lordship and 
Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, on the 16th of April, 
1815. 

Lord Castlereagh began by adverting to the 
unfortunate event which had taken place at Dart- 
moor, and proposed that, asa statement of the 
transaction had been received from the American 
prisoners differing very materially in fact froman 
inquiry instituted by the port admiral, some means 
should be devised of procuring information as to 
the real state of the case; in order either, on the 
one hand, to satisfy the United States that the 
lives of their citizens, however unfortunately, had 
not been wantonly sacrificed, or, on the other, to 
enable the British Government to punish their 
civil and military officers, if they should be found 
to have resorted to measures of extreme severity 
without necessity, or with too much precipitation. 
He therefore praposed that one of the American 
. Commissioners should proceed to Dartmoor, with 
one of the gentlemen with whom they had nego- 
tiated at Ghent, and, after examining the persons 
concerned, and such other evidence as might be 
thought necessary, should make a joint report upon 
the lacts of the case; that as neither Government 
could have any wish beyond that of elearing up 
a transaction which might, if lett unexplained, 
as it now stood, upon ex parte statements, create 
much irritation between the two countries, so the 
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bring home from colonies nearly as distant as the | to transmit to you the report prepared by Mr. 


United States all her own prisoners. 


‘Extract of a letter from H. Clay and Albert Gallatin, 
Esquires, to Mr. Beasley. 


Lonpon, April 18, 1815. 


At the request of Lord Castlereagh, we have 
had interviews with him aud Mr. Goulburn, on 
the subjects of the transportation of the American 
prisoners now in this country to the United 
Brates, and of the late unfortunate event at the 
depot at Dartmoor. 

On the latter subject, as a statement of the trans- 
action has been received from the American pris- 

‘oners differing very materially in fact from that 
which had resulted from‘an inquiry instituted by 
the port admiral, it-has been thought advisable 
that some means should be devised of procuring 
information as to the real state of the case, in 
order, on the one hand, to show that there had not 
been any wanton or improper sacrifice of the lives 
of American citizens, or, on the other, to enable 
the British Government to punish their civil and 
military officers, if it should appear that they have 
resorted to measures of extreme severity, without 
necessity, or with too much precipitation. 

Lord Castlereagh proposed that the inquiry 
should be a joint one, conducted by a commission- 
er selected by each Government; and we have 
thought such an inquiry most likely to produce 
an impartial and satisfactory result. 

We presume that you will have too much oc- 
cupation on the first subject, and the other inci- 
dental duties of your office, to attend to this in- 
quiry in person. On that supposition, we have 
stated to the British Government that we should 
recommend to you the selection of Charles King, 
Esq., as a fit person to conduct it in behalf of the 
American Government. If Mr. King will under- 
take the business, he will forthwith proceed to 
Dartmoor, and, in conjunction with the British 
Cummissioner, who may be appointed on the oc- 
casiun, will examine the persons concerned, and 
such other evidence as may be thought necessary, 
and makea joint report upon the facts of the case 
to J. Q. Adams, Esq., Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at this Court, and to the Brit- 
ish Government. 

The mode of executing this scrvice must be left 
to the discretion of Mr. King and his colleague. 
If they can agree upon a narration of the facts, 
after having heard the evidence, it will be better 
than reporting the whole mass of testimony in 
detail, which they may, perhaps, find it necessary 
to do, if they cannot come to such an agreement. 


Weare, &c. 
H. CLAY. 
ALBERT GALLATIN, 
R. G. Beaster, Esq., &c. 


Mr. Charles King to Mr. Adams. 
PLymouts, April 26, 1815. 
Str: In pursuance of instructions received 
from Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, I have the honor 


Larpent and myself, on behalf of our respective 
Governments, in relation to the unfortunate trans- 
action at Dartmoor prison of war, on the 6th of 
the present month. Considering it of much im- 
portance that the report, whatever it might be, 
should go forth under our joint signatures, I have 
forborne to press some of the points which it in- 
volves as far as otherwise I might have done; 
and it therefore may not be improper, in this let- 
ter, to enter into some little explanation of such 
parts of the report. Although it does appear that 
a part of the prisoners were, on that evening, in 
such a state and under such circumstances as to 
have justified, in the view which the commander 
of the depot could not but take of it, the interven- 
tion of the military force, and even in a strict 
sense the first use of fire-arms, yet I cannot but 
express it as my settled opinion, that, by a con- 
duct a little more temporising, this dreadful al- 
ternative of firing upon the unarmed prisoners 
might have been avoided. Yet, as this opinion 
has been the result of subsequent examination, and 
after having acquired a knowledge of the com- 
paratively harmless state of the prisoners, it may 

be but fair to consider whether, in such a moment 
of confusion and alarm as that appears to have 
been, the officer commanding could have fairly 
estimated his danger, or have measured out with 
precision the extent and nature of the force ne- 
cessary toguard against it. But when the firing 
became general, as it afterwards appears to have 
done, and caught with electric rapidity from the 
squareto the platforms, there is no plea nor shadow 
of excuse for it, except in the personal exaspera- 
tion of the soldiery; nor for the more deliberate 

(and, therefore, more unjustifiable) firing which 
took place into three of the prisons, Nos. 1, 3, and 
4, but more particularly into No. 3, after the pris- 
oners had retired into them, and there was no 
longer any pretence of apprehension as to their 
escape. Upon this ground, as you, sir, will per- 
ceive by the report, Mr. Larpent and myself had 
no difference in opinion ; and I'am fully persuaded 
that my own regret was not greater than his, at 

perceiving how hopeless would be the attempt to 

trace to any individual of the military those out- 

rageous proceedings. 

‘As to whether the order to fire came from Cap- 
tain Shortland, I yet confess myself unable to form 
any satisfactory opinion, though, perhaps, the bias 
of my mind is that he did give such an order. 
But his anxiety and exertions to stop it, after it 
had continued some little time, are fully proved ; 
and his general conduct, previous to this occur- 
rence, as far as he could with any propriety enter 
into such details, appears to have been character- 
ized by great fairness, and even kindness, in the 
relation which he stood towards the prisoners. 

On the subject of any complaints existing 
against their own Government by the prisoners, 
it was invariably answered, to several distinct 
questions put by me on that head, that none what- 
soever existed, or had been expressed by them, 
although they confessed themselves to entertain 
some animosity against Mr. Beasley, to whom 
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they attribute their detention in this country ; 
with what justice, you, sir, will be better able to 
judge. They made no complaint whatsoever as 
to their provisions, and ‘general mode of living 
and treatment in the prison. 

I have transmitted to Mr. Beasley a list of the 
killed and wounded on this melancholy occasion, 
with a request that he would forward it to the 
United States for the information of their friends 
at home; and Iam pleased to have itin my power 
to say that the wounded are, for the most part, 
doing well. 

I have also enclosed to Mr. Beasley the notes 
taken by me of the evidence adduced before us, 
with a request that he would have them fairly 
copied, asalso a copy of the depositions taken be- 
fore the coroner, and desired him to submit them 
to you when in order. 

I cannot conclude, sir, without expressing my 
high sense of the impartiality and manly fairness 
with which this inquiry has been conducted on 
the part of Mr. Larpent, nor without mentioning 
that every facility was afforded to us in its pros- 
ecution, as well by the military officers command- 
ing here and at the prison, as by the magistrates 
of the vicinity. Ihave the honor to be, sir, &c. 

CHARLES KING. 

To his Excellency J. Q. Anas, &c. 


During the period which has elapsed since the 
arrival in this country of the account of the rati- 
fication of the Treaty of Ghent, an increased de- 
gree of restlessness and impatience of confinement 
appears to have prevailed amongst the American 
prisoners at Dartmoor, which, though not exhib- 
ited in the shape of any violent excesses, has 
been principally indicated by threats of breaking 
out, if not soon released. On the 4th of this month, 
in particular, only two days previous to the event 
the subject of this inquiry, a large body of the 
prisoners rushed into the market square, from 
whence by the regulations of the prison they are 
excluded, demanding bread instead of biscuit, 
which had on that day been issued by the officers. 
of the depot. Their demand, however, having 
been then almost immediately complied with, 
they returned to their own yards; and the em- 
ployment of force, on that occasion, became un- 
necessary. 

On the evening of the 6th, about six o’clock, 
it was clearly proved to us that-a breach or hole 
bad been made in one of the prison walls, suffi- 
cient for a full-sized man to pass, and that others 
had been commenced in the course of the day, 
near the spot, though never completed; that a 
number of the prisoners were over the railing, 
erected to prevent them from communicating 
with the sentinels on the walls, which was of 
course forbidden by the regulations of the prison ; 
and that, in the space between the railing and 
those walls, they were tearing up pieces of turf, 
and wantonly pelting each other tn a noisy and 
disorderly manner; thata much more considera- 
ble number of the prisoners were collected toge- 
ther at that time in one of their yards, near the 
place where the breach was effected;. and that, 
although such collection of prisoners was not un- 
usual at other times, (the gambling tables being 
commonly kept in that part of the yard,) yet, 
when connected with the circumstances of the 
breach, and the time of the day, which was after 
the horn (the signal for the prisoners to retire to 
their respective prisons) had ceased to sound, it 
became a natural and just ground of alarm to 
those who had charge of the depot. 


Report of Messrs. Larpent and King upon the oceur- 
i rence at Dartmoor Prison. 


' Priymovtn, April 26, 1815. 
We, the undersigned Commissioners,appointed 
on behalf of our respective Governments to in- 
quire into and report upon the unfortunate oc- 
currence of the 6th of April instant, at Dartmoor 
prison, having carefully perused the proceedings 
of the several courts of inquiry instituted im- 
mediately after that event, by the orders of 
Admiral Sir John T. Duckworth and Major 
General Brown, respectively, as well as the de- 
positions taken at the coroner's inquest, upon 
the bodies of the prisoners who lost their lives 
upon that melancholy occasion; upon which in- 
quest the jury found a verdict of “justifiable : d J = 
homicide,” proceeded immediately to the examin- It was also in evidence that, in the building 
ation, upon oath, in the presence of one or more | formerly the petty officers’ prison, but now the 
of the magistrates of the vicinity, of all the wit- } guard barrack, which stands in the yard, to which 
nesses, both American and English, who offered { the hole in the wall would serve as a commu- 
themselves for the purpose, or who could be dis- | nication, a part of the arms of the guard who 
covered as likely to afford any material informa- į were off duty were usually kept in the racks; 
tion on the subject, as well those who had been | and though there was no evidence that this was, 
previously examined before the coroner as other-}in any respect, the motive which induced the 
wise, to the number, in the whole, of above | prisoners to make the opening in the wall, or 
cighty. We further proceeded to a minute ex- { even that they were ever acquainted with the 
amination of the prison, for the purpose of clearing fact, it naturally became at least a further cause 
up some points which, upon the evidence alone for suspicion and alarm, and an additional reason 
were scarcely intelligible; obtaining from the | ior precaution. ; i: 
prisoners, and from the officers of the depot, ail Upon these grounds, Captain Shortland appears 
‘the necessary assistance and explanation; and to us to have been justified in giving the order 
premising that we have been, from necessity, (which about this time he seems to have given) 
compelled to draw many of our conclusions from | to sound the alarm-bell, the usual signal for col- 
Statements and evidence highly contradictory. | lecting the officers of the depot, and putting the , 
We do now make, upon the whole of the pro- military on the alert. However reasonable and 
ceedings, the following report: justifiable this was as a measure of precaution, 


1513 


APPENDIX. 


1514 


Massacre at Dartmoor Prison. 


the effects produced thereby in the prisons (but 
which could not have been intended) were most 
unfortunate, and deeply to be regretted. A con- 
siderable number of prisoners in the yards where 
vo disturbance existed before, and who were 
either already within their respective prisons, or 
quietly retiring as usual towards them, immedi- 
ately upon sound of the bell rushed back from 
curiosity, as it appears, towards-the gates where, 
by that time, the crowd had assembled ; and many 
who were at the time absent from their yards, 
were also, from the plan of the prison, compelled, 
in order to reach their own homes, to pass by the 
same spot. And thus, that which was merely a 
measure of precaution, in its operation increased 
the evil it was intended to prevent. 

Almost at the same instant that the alarm-bell 
rang, (but whether before or subsequent is, upon 
the evidence, doubtful, though Captain Shortland 
states it as one of his further reasons for causing 
it to ring,) some one or more of the prisoners 
broke the iron chain which was the only fasten- 
ing of No. 1 gate, leading into the market square, 
by means of an iron bar; and a very considerable 
number of the prisoners immediately rushed to- 
wards that gate, and many of them began to 
press forward, as fast as the opening would per- 
mit, into the square. 

There was no direct proof before us of previous 
concert or preparation on the part of the prison- 
ers, and no evidence of their intention or disposi- 
tion to effect their escape on this occasion, ex- 
cepting that which arose by inference from the 
whole of the above detailed circumstances con- 
nested together, 

The natural and almost irresistible inference 
to be drawn, however, from the conduct of the 
prisoners, by Captain Shortland and the military 
was, that an intention on the part of the prisoners 
to escape was on the point of being carried into 
execution, and it was at least certain that they 
were, by force, passing beyond the limits pre- 
scribed to them, at a time when they ought to 
have been quietly going in for the night. 

It was also in evidence that the outer gates of 
the market square were usually opened about 
this time to let the bread-wagon pass and repass 
to the store, although, at the period in question, 
they were in fact closed. 

Under these circumstances, and with these im- 
pressions necessarily operating upou his mind, 
and the. knowledge that, if the prisoners once 
penetrated through the square, the power of es- 
cape was almost to a certainty afforded to them, 
if they should be so disposed, Captain Shortland, 
in the first instance, proceeded down the square, 
towards the prisoners, having ordered a part of 
the different guards, to the number of about fifty 
only at first, (though they were increased after- 
wards,) to follow him. For some time both he 
and Doctor Magrath endeavored, by quiet means 
and persuasion, to induce the prisoners to retire 
to their own yards, explaining to them the fatal 
consequences which must ensue if they refused, 
as the military would, in that case, be necessarily 
compelled to employ force. The guard was, by 


this time, formed in the rear of Captain Short- 
land, about two-thirds of the way down the 
square : the latter is-about one hundred feet broad, 
and the guards extended nearly. all across. Cap- 
tain Shortland, finding that persuasion was in 
vain, and that, although some were induced: by 
it to make an effort to retire, others pressed on in 
considerable numbers, at last ordered about fifteen 
file of the guard, nearly in front of the gate which 
had been forced, to charge the prisoners back to 
their own yards. 

The prisoners were in some places so near the 
military that one of the soldiers states he could 
not come fairly to the charge, and the military 
were unwilling to act as against an enemy. 
Some of the prisoners, also, were unwilling and 
reluctant to retire, and some pushing and strug- 
gling ensued between the parties, arising partly 
from intention, but mainly from the pressure of 
those behind preventing those in front from get- 
ting back. After some little time, however, this 
charge appears to have been so far effective, and 
that with little or no injury to the prisoners, as 
to have driven them, for the most part, quite 
down out the square, with the exception of a 
small number, who continued their resistance 
about No. 1 gate. 

A great crowd still remained collected after 
this in the passage between the square and the 
prisoners’ yards, and in the part of these yards in 
the vicinity of the gates. This assemblage still re- 
fused to withdraw, and, according to most of the 
English witnesses, and some of the American, 
was making a noise, hallowing, insulting, and 
provoking, and daring the military to fire; and, 
according to the evidence of several of the sol- 
diers and some others, was pelting the military 
with large stones, by which some of them were 
actually struck. This circumstance is, however, 
denied by many of the American witnesses ; and 
some of the English, upon having the question 
put to them, stated that they saw no stones thrown 
previously to the firing, although their situation 
at the time was such as to enable them to see 
most of the proceedings in the square. 

Under these citcumstances the firing com- 
menced. With regard to any order having been 
given to fire, the evidence is very contradictory ; 
several of the Americans swear, very positively, 
that Captain Shortland gave that order; but the 
manner in which, from the confusion of the mo- 
ment, they describe this part of the transaction, 
is so different in its details, that it is difficult to 
reconcile their testimony. Many of the soldiers, 
and other English witnesses, heard the word 
given by some one; but no one of them can 
swear it was by Captain Shortland, or by any 
one in particular; and some, amongst whom is 
the officer commanding the guard, think, if Cap- 
tain Shortland had given such an order, that they 
must have heard it, which they did not. In ad- 
dition to this, Captain Shortland denies the fact ; 
and from the situation in which he appears to 
have been placed at the time, even according to 
the American witnesses, in front of the soldiers, it 
may appear somewhat improbable that he should 
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then have g rder. But, however it 
may remain a matter of doubt whether the firing 
first began in the square by order, or was a spon- 
taneous act of the soldiers themselves, it seems 
clear that it was continued and renewed both there 
and elsewhere without orders; and that on the 
platforms, and in several places about the pris- 
on, it was certainly commenced without any au- 
thority. 

The fact of an order having been given at first, 
provided the firing was, under the existing cir- 
cumstances, justifiable, does not appear very ma- 
terial in any other point of view than as showing 
a want of discipline and self-possession in the 
troops, if they should have fired without orders. 

With regard to the above important considera- 
tion of “whether the firing was justifiable or 
not,” we are of opinion, under all the circum- 
stances of the case, from the apprehension which 
the soldiers might fairly entertain, owing to the 
number and conduct of the prisoners, that this 
firing, toa certain extent, was justifiable ina mil- 
itary point of view, in order to intimidate the 
prisoners, and compel them thereby to desist 
from all acts of violence, and retire, as they were 
ordered, from a. situation in which the responsi- 
bility of the agent and military could not permit 
them with safety to remain. 

From the fact of the crowd being so close, and 
the firing, at first, being attended with very little 
injury, it appears probable that a large propor- 
tion of the muskets were as stated by one or 
two of the witnesses, levelled over the heads 
of the prisoners; a circumstance, in some re- 
spects, to be lamented, as it induced them to cry 
out “blank cartridges,” and merely irritated and 
encouraged them to renew their insults to the 
soldiery, which produced a repetition of the firing 
in a manner much more destructive. 

The firing in the square having continued for 
some time, by which several of the prisoners sus- 
tained injuries, the greater part of them appear to 
have been running back with the utmost con- 
fusion and precipitation totheir respective prisons, 
and the cause for further firing seems, at this 
period, to have ceased. It appears, accordingly, 
that Captain Shortland was in the market square 
exerting himself and giving orders to that effect, 
and that Lieutenant Fortye had succeeded in 
stopping the fire on his part of the guard. _ 

Under these circumstances, it is very difficult 
to find any justification for the further renewal 
and continuance of the firing, which certainly 
took place both in the prison yards and elsewhere, 
though we have some evidence of subsequent pro- 
vocation given to the military, and resistance to 
the turnkeys in shutting ihe prisons, and of stones 
being thrown out from within the prison doors. 

The subsequent firing appears rather to have 
arisen from the state of individual irritation and 
exasperation on the part of the soldiers who fol- 
lowed the prisoners into their yards, and from the 
absence of nearly all the officers, who might 
have restrained it, as well as from the great diffi- 
culty of putting an end to the firing when once 
commenced under such circumstances. Captain 


| 
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Shortland was, from this time, busily occupied. 
with the turnkeys in the square, receiving and 
taking care of the wounded. Ensign White re- 
mained with his guard at the breach, and Liey- 
tenants Avelyne and Fortye, the only other su- 
balterns known to have been present, continued 
in the square with the main bodies of their re- 
spective guards. 

The time of the day, which was the officers? 
dinner hour, will, in some measure. explain this, 
as it caused the absence of every officer from the 
prison whose presence was not indispensable there, 
And this circumstance, which has been urged as 
an argument to prove the intention of the prison- 
ers to take this opportunity to escape, tended to 
increase the confusion, and to prevent those greater 
exertions being made which might, perhaps, have 
obviated at least a portion of the mischief which 
ensued. Atthe time that the firing was going 
on in the square a cross fire was kept up from 
several of the platforms on the walls round the 
prison, where the sentries stand, by straggling 
parties of soldiers, who ran up there for that pur~ 
pose. As far as this fire was directed to disperse 
the men assembled round the breach, (for which 
purpose it was most effectual,) it seems to stand 
upon the same ground as that in the first instance 
in the square. But that part which, it is posi- 
tively sworn, was directed against straggling 
parties of prisoners running about the yards and 
endeavoring to enter the few doors which the 
turnkeys, according to their usual practice, had 
left open, does seem, as stated, to have been wholly 
without object or excuse, and to have been a 
wanton attack upon the lives of defenceless, and, 
at that time, unoffending individuals. 

In the same, or even in more severe terms, we 
must remark upon what was proved as to the 
firing into the doorways of the prison, more par- 
ticularly into that of No. 3 prison, at a time 
when the men were in crowds at the entrance. 

From the position of the prison and of the door, 
and from the marks of the balls, which were 
pointed out to us, as well as from the evidence, 
it was clear this firing must have proceeded from 
soldiers a very few feet from the door-way; and 
though it was certainly sworn that the prisoners 
were at the time of part of the firing, at least, 
continuing to insult, and occasionally to throw 
stones at the soldiers, and that they were stand- 
ing in the way of and impeding the turnkey who 
was there for the purpose of closing the door, yet 
stiil there was nothing stated which could, in our 
view, at all justify such excessive harsh and se- 
vere treatment of helpless and unarmed prisoners, 
when all idea of escape was at an end. 

Under these impressions, we nsed every endea- 
vor to ascertain if there was the least prospect 
of identifying any of the soldiers who had been 
guilty of the particular outrages here alluded to, 
or of tracing any particular death at that time to 
the firing of any particular individual, but with- 
out success; and all hopes of bringing the offend- 
ers to punishment would seem to be at an end. 

In conclusion, we, the undersigned, have only 
to add, that whilst we lament, as we do most 


1517 APPENDIX. 1518 


Massacre at Dartmoor. Prison. 


deeply, the unfortunate transaction which has | Copy of a letter from Messrs. Clay and Gallatin to. 
been the subject of this inquiry, we find ourselves Lord Castlereagh. 
totally unable to.suggest any steps to be taken as Hanover STREET, Hanover SQUARE, 
to those parts of it which seem most to call for May 24, 1815; 
redress and punishment. My Lorn: We bave the honor to acknowledge 
CHARLES KING, the receipt of your Lordship’s official note of the 
FRS. SEYMOUR LARPENT. | 22d instant. Having, as we have already inform- 
ed your Lordship, no powers on the subject to 
which it refers. we will lose no time in transmit- 
ting itto our Government. We will also place 
in the possession of the American Minister near 
His Britannic Majesty’s Government (whose ar- 
rival here we daily expect) a copy of your Lord- 
ship’s note, together with a statement of what 
had previously passed respecting the unfortunate 
event at Dartmoor. : 

We have the npporaug of tendering, &c. 

| 


Lord Castlereagh to Messrs. Clay and Gallatin. 


Forren Orrior, May 22, 1815. 


GENTLEMEN: I lost no time in laying before 
the Prince Regent the report made by Mr. Lar- 
pent and Mr. King, respectively appointed on the 
part of His Majesty’s Government and that of the 
United States of America, to inquire into the cir- 
cumstances of the late unfortunate occurrence at 
Dartmoor prison. 

His Royal Highness has commanded me to ex- 
press, through you, to the Government of Amer- 
ica, how deeply he laments the consequences of | 


ALBERT GALLATIN. 
The Rt. Hon. Viscount CASTLEREAGH. 


this unhappy affair. E i M 
If any thing can tend to relieve the distress etre a ee eee ae CEES 
which His Royal Highness feels on this occasion, Jone 23, 1815, 


it is the consideration that the conduct of the 
soldiers was not actuated by any spirit of ani- 
mosity against the prisoners, and that the inac- 
tivity of the officers may be attributed rather to 
the inexperience of militia forces, than to any 
want of zeal or inclination to afford that liberal 
protection which is ever due to prisoners of 
war. 

But His Royal Highness has observed, at the 
same time, with sincere regret, that although the 
firing of the troops upon the prisoners may have 
been justified at the commencement, by the tur- 
bulent conduct of the latter, yet, that as the ex- 
tent of the calamity must be ascribed toa want 
of steadiness in the troops, and of exertion in the 
officers, calling for the most severe animadver- 
sion, His Royal Highness has been pleased to di- 
rect the commander-in-chief to address to the 
commanding officer of the Somerset militia his 
disapprobation of the conduct of the troops, which, 
it is trusted, will make a due impression on the 
minds of the officcrs and men who were engaged 
in this unfortunate transaction. 

As an additional proof of the sentiments which 
animate the Prince Regent on this occasion, lam 
further commanded to express His Royal High- 
ness’s desire to make a compensation to the widows 
and families of the sufferers; and I have to re- 
quest that you, gentlemen, would make this 
known to your Government, inviting them, at 
the same time, to co-operate with His Majesty’s 

` Chargé des Affaires in the United States in in- 
vestigating the respective claims, for the purpose 
of fulfilling His Royal Highness’s benevolent in- 
tentions upon this painful occasion. 

I request that you will accept the assurance of 


He (Lord Castlereagh) then mentioned the late 
occurrence at Dartmoor prison, and the measures 
which had been taken, by agreement, between him 
and Messrs. Clay and Gallatin on that occasion. 
Isaid I had received a copy of the report made 
by Mr. King and Mr. Larpent, after their exami- 
nation into the transaction, and of the written 
depositions that had been taken, as well on that 
examination as previously, at the coroner’s in- 
quest; that, after what had been done, I consid- 
ered the procedure as so far terminated that I was 
not aware of any further steps to be taken by me 
until I should receive the instructions of my Gov- 
ernment on the case. From the general impres- 
sion made on my mind from the evidence that E 
had perused, I regretted that a regular trial of 
Captain Shortland had not been ordered, and I 
thought it probable that such would be the opin- 
ion of my Government. He said that undoubt- 
edly there were cases in which a trial was the 
best remedy to be resorted to, but there were 
others in which it was the worst; that a trial, the 
result of which would be an acquittal, would place ` 
the whole affair in a more unpleasant situation 
than it would be without it; that the evidence 
was extremely contradictory; that it had been 
found impossible to trace to any individual the 
most unjustifiable part of the firing; and that 
Captain Shortland denied having given the order 
to fire, Iadmitted that the evidence was contra- 
dictory, but said that from the impression of the 
whole mass of it upon me, I could not doubt either 
that Captain Shortland gave the order to fire, or 
that, under the circumstances of the case, it was 
unnecessary. It m true, the wauh of a ral 

ta : f : A might be an acquittal; but as it was the regular 

eee with wbich I Have remedy for a case of this description, the substi- 

pres tution of any other was susceptible of strong ob- 

CASTLEREAGH. jections, and Jeft the officer apparently jusiified, 

To H, Cuay, and A. Gauuatin, Esqs. when I could not but consider his conduct as al- 
American Commissioners. together unjustifiable. 
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Mr. Baker; His Britannic Majesty's Chargé des 
Affaires, to the Secretary of State, 


Puivapenpuia, Aug. 3, 1815. 

Sir: In a communication made by Viscount 
Castlereagh, His Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, to Messrs. Clay and 
Gallatin, on the 20th of last May, relative to the 
unfortunate occurrence at Dartmoor prison, his 
Lordship expressed to those gentlemen, by the 
command of His Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent, how deeply His Royal Highness lamented 
the consequences of that unhappy affair, and that, 
if anything could have alleviated the distress 
which His Royal Highness felt on that occasion, 
it was the consideration that the conduct of the 
soldiers was to be attributed rather to the inex- 


perience of a militia force, than to any want of 


zeal or inclination to afford that liberal protection 
which is ever due to prisoners of war. His Lord- 
ship likewise informed them that, although the 
firing appeared to have been justified at its com- 
mencement, by the turbulent conduct of the pris- 


oners, yet, that as the extent of the calamity was | 


to be ascribed to a want of steadiness in the troops, 
and of exertion in the officers, calling for the 
most severe animadversion, His Royal Highness 
has been pleased to direct the commander-in- 
chief to address to the commanding officer of the 
Somerset militia his disapprobation of the con- 
duct of the troops, so that a due impression might 
be made on the minds of the officcrs and men en- 
gaged in that unfortunate transaction. 

As an additional proof of the sentiments which 
animated the Prince Regent on this painful occa- 
sion, his Lordship was.also further commanded to 
express to Messrs. Clay and Gallatin His Royal 
Highness’s desire to make a compensation to the 
widows and families of the sufferers. 

In reiterating these sentiments on the part of 
His Majesty’s Government, for the information 
of the President of the United States, I have the 
honor to acquaint you, that I have been directed to 
concert with the American Government the most 
efficient means of carrying into execution these 
benevolent intentions of His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, and shall be ready, with a view 
of expediting the arrangements to be made, to 
proceed without delay to Washington, for the 
purpose of communicating with you personally 
on the subject, should it suit your convenience 
to meet me there. I beg leave, at the same time, 
to suggest, as a necessary preliminary to any mea- 
sures which may be adopted, that information 
should be procured from the different States with 
respect to the families of the sufferers, and any 
other circumstances which may facilitate the 
completion of the arrangements alluded to. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


The Secretary of State to A, St. John Baker, Esq., His 
Britannic Majesty’s Chargé des Affaires. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuincton, Dec. 11, 1815. 
Sm: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 3d of August, communicating a propo- 


sition of your Government to make provision for 
the widows and families of the sufferers in the 
much-to-be-lamented occurrence at Dartmoor, 

It is painful to touch on this unfortunate event, 
from the deep distress it has caused to the whole 
American people. This repugnance is increased 
by the consideration that our Governments, 
though penetrated with regret, do not agree in 
sentiment respecting the conduct of the parties 
engaged in it. 

Whilst the President ‘declines accepting the 
| provisions contemplated by His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent, he nevertheless does full jus- 
tice to the motives which dictated it. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 

i JAMES MONROE. 


Antaony St. Joun Baxer, Esq. &c. 


| Devon, to wit: 

| Informations of witnesses severally taken and ac- 
knowledged on behalf of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, touching the death of John Haywood, 

| at the prison of war at Dartmoor, in the parish 

| of Lidford, in the county of Devon, the eighth 

j day of April, in the fifty-fifth year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord King George III., before 

Joseph Whiteford, gentleman, one of the coro- 

ners of his said Majesty for the said county, on 

| an inquisition then and there taken on view of 
the body of the said John Haywood, then and 
there lying dead, as follows: 

Thomas Edwards, a private soldier in His 
Majesty’s first regiment of Somerset militia, on 
his oath, saith: That he is stationed with the said 
regiment at the barracks at Dartmoor, adjoining 
the prison of war there; that, on Thursday last, 

| the sixth day of this present month of April, 
he was on the guard called the West piquet 
guard, and, at the hour of half-past six in the 
evening, was fixed as sentinel in what is called 
the barrack yard, which is situated within the 
wails of the prison, but the yard allotted to the 
prisoners is separated from the barrack yard by a 
stone wall; that about the hour of seven in the 
evening of same day, he (this informant) was near 
his post, when he heard a noise, as if some per- 
sons on the other side of the wall were attempt- 
| ing to undermine it; whereupon he went to that 
part of the wall from whence the noise proceeded, 
and, on looking at the wall, he perceived that the 
mortar between the stones was moving, at the 
height of between three and four feet from the 
ground; whereupon this informant immediately 
went to the corner of a building which is called 
| the cook-house, and alarmed the sentinel nearest 
| to this informant on the wall, and desired him to 
| order the piquet out; that this informant then rc- 
turned to the spot where he had seen the mortar 
moving, and by this time there was a hole made 
through the wall large cnough for this informant 
| to put his musket and bayonet through, and, on 
looking through the hole in the wall, he saw a 
great number of the prisoners, he believes to the 
number of three or four hundred, assembled to- 
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gether near the hole in the wall; and he thinks. 


that there were.altogether upwards of one thous- 
and assembled nearly around the same place; that 
this informant spoke to the prisoners through the 
wall, and ordered them off several times, but 
many of the prisoners declared that they would 
not go, and they still continued beating against 
the wall; and this informant observed that one 
of the prisoners had an iron bar in his hand, with 
which he was tearing down the wall, and the 
prisoners within the prison were at this time hal- 
looing and making a great noise; that the prison- 
ers continued beating against the wall unul they 
had made a hole in it large enough for the largest 
man in the prison to pass through, when this in- 
formant cocked his musket and presented it to the 
prisoners, threatening to fire at them unless they 
desisted; when the prisoners abused this inform- 
ant, asked him why he did not fire, and said he 
was afraid to do so, and they still continued tear- 
ing down the wall of the prison; that shortly 
after the piquet guard came to this informants 
assistance, and then this informant left that part 
of the wall and went to his post; that Lieutenant 
White, of the same regiment, commanded the 
piquet guard, and this informant heard him order 
the prisoners to go from the wall, but they refused 
to do so, and still continued tearing down the 
wall; that some of the men of the piquet guard 
threatened to fire at the prisoners, but Lieutenant 
White told them that they should not fire, and 
remainéd in the barrack yard with his party, 
where the hole was; that, about half-past seven 
o'clock, whitst this informant was at his post, he 
heard the report of several muskets in the direc- 
tion of the market place, but did not leave his 
post; and at this time the prisoners were still 
beating against the wall on the inside, at several 
different places, but after many muskets had been 
discharged they quitted the wall; that this in- 
formant remained at his post until he was re- 
lieved at half-past eight o’clock, and during this 
time no musket was fired in the barrack yard; 
and after this informant was relieved he did not 
hear the report of any muskets, and the firing had 
entirely ceased; and this informant further saith, 
that he was not within the walls of the prison, 
and did not see any musket discharged, but only 
heard the report of them. 
THOMAS EDWARDS. 


Sworn before me, 
Josera Wuiterorp, Coroner. 


Samuel White, a lieutenant in His Majesty’s 
regiment of first Somerset militia, on his oath, 
salth: That, on Thursday last, the 6th day of the 
present month, (April,) he (this informant) had 
the west guard of the prison of war at Dartmoor, 
and about half past six o’clock in the evening he 
was in the guard room, when, in consequence of 
some information he received, he ordered out the 
guard, and proceeded with it to the barrack yard, 
which adjoins that part of the prison distinguish- 
ed by No. 7, and is separated therefrom by a stone 


wall; that Charles Edwards, now present, was- 


then a sentinel in the barrack yard, and at his post, 


and at the distance of about fifteen yards from 
the post where he was the sentinel, he (this in- 
formant) observed a hole in the wal! which sep- 
arated the barrack yard from the. prison, large 
enough fora man of any size to come through ; 
that at this time there werea great number of 
prisoners within the wall near the hole, and sev- 
eral of them tearing down the wall, and he par- 
ticularly noticed two of the prisoners with iron 
bars in their hands, removing the stones from the 
wall; that this informant spoke to the prisoners 
repeatedly, and desired them to desist from what 
they were about, and told them that, unless they 
did, the whole of the military would be ealled 
out, and obliged to commit violence to compel 
them to desist: but the prisoners still continued 
tearing down the wall, and repeated volleys of 
turf and stones were thrown through the open- 
ing the prisoners had made in the wall, and over 
it, at this informant and the guard; and this in- 
formant was struck by some of the mortar and 
stones taken from the wall, and thrown at him by 
the prisoners, and several of the men complained 
of having been also struck with the stones thrown; 
that this informant did not sce Captain Shortland, 
the agent for the prisoners of war, in the barrack 
yard, after this informant came; that when this 
informant spoke to the prisoners who were about 
the wall, they abused this informant and the 
guard, declared they would not leave the spot, 
and said “fire, fire!” that the prisoners within 
the walls of the prison were, throughout, in a 
state of disturbance, and whilst some of them 
were tearing down the wall, the rest were huz- 
zaing and making a great noise, and at this time 
it was about the hour in the evening when the 
prisoners are usually locked up in their different 
prisons; that he (this informant) had been in 

the barrack yard about fifteen minutes when he 
heard the prisoners huzzaing and making a great 
noise adjoining the yard where the market is 
held, which is the principal entrance to the pris- 
on, and at the same time he heard the alarm bell 
ting, and the drum beat to arms, and immediately 
after he heard the report of a single musket, 
which proceeded as in a direction from the pris- 
on gates leading into the market place, and this 

informant then- proceeded towards the market 
place, to ascertain by whose orders the firing 

had commenced, leaving the piquet guard under 

the care of the sergeants; and in his way to the 

market place he heard several other muskets dis- 

charged in the same direction as the former, 

whereupon he immediately returned to his guard, 

without going to the market place, and still found 

the prisoners tearing down the wall between the 

prison and the barrack yard, endeavoring to widen 

the breach; that the prisoners continued tearing 

down the wall, when some muskets were fired 

from the walls by the sentinels towards the place 

where the breach was; whereupon the number 

of prisoners near the breach lessened considerably, 
many running towards their respective prisons, 
and others towards the principal gate; that some 
of the prisoners attempted to force their way 


‘through the breach, when he (this informant) or- 
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SOR. 


dered the guard to charge, and warned the pris- 
oners against the consequences that would follow; 
that this informant was at this time at the breach 
in the wall, and part of his body was through, to. 


see what was passing within the walls, and he 
then observed that the principal rush of the pris- 
oners was towards the main gate, leading to the 
market place; and just at this moment he (this 
informant) heard a volley of musketry discharged 
in the market place, and immediately after the 


prisoners began to.retreat; and shortly after, this 


informant saw the guard, and the rest of the sol- 


diers who were not on guard, pass on the inside 


‘of the prison wall, opposite the breach, and they 
were drawn up in front of the prison No. 7, and 


Major Jolliff was persuading the prisoners to go 
but many of them remained at 
the prison door, abusing the military; that after 
a considerable effort on the part of the guard, the 


to their prisons, 


prisoners were driven into No. 7 prison, and the 
door locked ; that at the time this informant heard 


the volley of musketry in the market place, or 
immediately after, there were several muskets 


fired from the different platforms where the sen- 
tinels were placed, but the firing ceased instantly 


after the soldiers entered the prison yard; that 


this informant remained with the guard until 
half-past cight o’clock at night, when everything 
was reported to be quiet, when, by order of the 
field officer, the guard was returned to the guard- 
room ; that there was not a musket discharged in 
the barrack yard, and he (this informant) saw no 
person killed or wounded ; that when this inform- 
ant saw the prisoners rush towards the gates, 
they were in a very riotous, disorderly state, and 
they appeared to this informant as if determined 
to force their passage through the gateway ; that 
the soldiers on guard are directed to refrain from 
any communication with the prisoners, to prevent 
the prisoners from getting over the iron railing 
within the walls of the prison, and likewise to 
prevent the prisoners from tearing down or un- 
dermining the walls; that in case the prisoners 
do not desist from such practices when spoken to, 
the guard is to be alarmed, but the sentinels are 
ordered not to fire unless in cases of absolute ne- 
cessity, or where a prisoner or prisoners is or are 
in the act of escaping from the prison; that on 
the 4th day of April instant this informant was 
also on the guard, and the prisoners were then 
very disorderly, and refused to obey the com- 
mands, insomuch that the guards were turned out, 
the alarm-bell rung, and the drums beat to arms; 
and at this time, which was about seven o'clock 
in the evening, the prisoners had forced the gates 
of the prison, and had the possession of the whole 
of the market place, and their demand was then 
for bread instead of biscuit, which this informant 
understood had been offered them instead of bread, 
there being much biscuit in store; but on the 6th 
day of April instant he did not hear the prisoners 
assign any cause for their conduct. And this in- 
formant further saith, 
April instant he attended Admiral Sir Josias 


Rowley and Captain Schornberg to the walls of 
the prison, and heard the Admiral speak to the 


that on the 7th day of 


prisoners from the platform at the main gates 
opposite the prison No. 7, and requested to know 
their grievances, and why the breaches had been 
made in the wall, and the gates forced ; when one 
of the prisoners, whom this informant understood 
to be one of the committee, said, in reply to the 
Admiral, that there was no cause of complaint, 
and that the breach made in the wall was to geta 
ball which had been thrown over the wall by some 
of the boys; that the prisoner said that the chain at 
the gates was not sufficiently strong, and the press 
atthe gates was so strong, that the gates were 
forced open, and one or two hundred rushed out, 
but that there was no intention to escape; that 
when this informant saw the prisoners breaking 
down the wall on the 6th day of April, instant, 
the persons employed about it were all men, and 
they were all the time abusing the military ; and 
during the time this informant was in the barrack 
yard, no person asked for a ball, or said a ball had 
been thrown over the wall. 
SAM. WHITE, 
Lieut. 1st Somerset reg’t militia. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. WuirerorD, Coroner. 


John Mitchell, one of the clerks in the office of 
Thomas George Shortland, Esq., the agent for 
prisoners of war at Dartmoor, in the parish of 
Lidford, in the county of Devon, on his oath, saith: 
That, on Thursday, the sixth day of April instant, 
about a quarter before seven in the evening, he 
(this informant) was in his own room, the duty 
of the day having been finished, except receiving 
the evening report, when one of the turnkeys, 
called Richard Arnold, came to this informant’s 
room, and, in consequence of information which 
he gave, this informant walked towards the south 
guard, accompanied by Mr. John Bennett, store 
clerk at the prison, and observed the officer of the 
guard on the platform ; and this informant went 
on the platform, and saw a great number of pris- 
oners between the iron railing within the walls 


of the prison and the wall of the military way, 


which is a place where the prisoners are not per- 
mitted to go, and the prisoners were throwing 
peat and other light articles; that this informant 
then went to the guard room, where there was a 
report that a breach had been made by the pris- 
oners in the hospital wall, where he immediately 
went, but saw no appearance of breach there. 
That he then returned to the lodge, and, finding 
that the west guard were not at their post, he 
went to the north guard and requested the sergeant 
to assemble his guard, and they followed this in- 
formant to the station of the west guard; that 
this informant then went to the front of the prin- 
cipal entrance to the prison, and saw Captain 
Shortland in the front of the prison, and the gale 
of the prison nearest to the hospital was open, and 
the prisoners were coming through the gates of 
the prison, towards the upper gates, in a body, at 
a quick pace, making a great noise, and using the 
word “keeno? which this informant has fre- 
quently heard the prisoners use when they were 
bent on anything; that Captain Shortland ad 
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vanced towards the prisoners, calling on the guard 


ket square, but what number he cannot say, 
and, immediately after the firing had ceased, he 
heard.Captain Shortland call for turnkeys to take 
up the wounded; that this informant made his 
way through the military with some of the turn- 
keys, and the first person he saw was a black man 
lying on the ground, on his facc, apparently dead; 
and there was.another man wounded in the square, 
and sitting in the sentry box, but this informant 
did not notice any other; that there was then an 
outcry from the military for the key of the gate 
which leads to Nos. 5 and 7 prisons, and this 
informant went and procured a turnkey, who 
brought the key and opened the gate; and, after 
some of the military has passed in, this informant 
went inside the gate, and there saw a white man 
lying on the ground, also apparently dead; and 
at this lime this informant heard the report of 
several single muskets, at different parts of the 
prison, apparently as if from the wails, and, con- 
sidering it unsafe, he retired behind the military, 
and went again to the lodge, where he remained 
until there was a call for turnkeys to shut up the 
prison, when he procured the necessary turnkeys 
and sent them down, and then went towards the 
military himself, and, at Captain Shortland’s re- 
quest, went to ascertain the number of prisoners 
who had been sent up, and afterwards, by order 
of Captain Shortland, went to the surgery ward 
of the hospital to receive the Wounded and ascer- 
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tain their number, and whilst there he received 
thirty-four prisoners, who were wounded, and one 
dead man was also brought to the hospital by 
mistake ; that this informant. remained there until 
he was sent for by Captain Shortland to report 
the number; that, at the time the first musket 
was fired, he thinks that there were about five 
hundred prisoners in the market square, and’ the 
foremost of them were behaving in a very riotous 
and disorderly manner, quite disrespectful to Cap- 
tain Shortland, and without appearing to pay the 
least attention to what Captain Shortland or Dr. 
Magrath were saying, and though requested to 
retire they continued to advance, and seemed to 
this informant as if determined to force their way 
to the upper gates, which were then opened to 
permit the bread-wagon to go out; that, since the 
26th day of March last, there has been much dis- 
satisfaction among the prisoners in the prison 
towards Mr. Beasley, the American agent, whom 
the prisoners understood was appointed to send 
them home}; and, on the 4th day of April instant, 
about seven o’clock in the evening, the prisoners 
got open the gates leading to the market square, 
and came up and occupied the square until about 
ten o’clock, when they retired to their respective 
prisons; that this informant went to the gates 
and spoke to some of the prisoners, and also. went 
inside amongst them, and asked what they came 
up for, when they replied it was because they 
had had ne bread that-day; that the transport 
board had permitted the contractor to issue bis- 
cuit, of which he had a store, for his contract, 
and it was arranged by Captain Shortland that 
they were to have it only one day in a week, and 
the prisoners had been offered their rations of bis- 
cuit, which was one pound of biscuit instead of 
one pound and a half of soft bread, but they had 
refused to accept it throughout the day, but re- 
mained quiet till the evening; that, on the 6th 
day of April instant, soft bread had been issued 
to the prisoners as usual, and Captain Shortland 
had, on the 5th, communicated to the committee 
for the prisoners that he did not intend to issue 
any biscuit without further directions from the 
board; that this informant did not observe any- 
thing thrown by the prisoners at the military on 
the evening of the 6th, and did not see the pris- 
oners armed with any offensive weapons; that if 
the prisoners had forced their way to the upper 
gate of the market square, there would have been 
no obstacle to their getting out of the prison, as 
all the gates were open; that about a quarter of 
an hour previous to this informant seeing the 
prisoners coming in a body through the gate, the 
usual horn, the signal for their retiring to their 
respective prisons, had been blown, and continued 
to blow nearly the whole of the time, 
JOHN MITCHELL. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wuiterorp, Coroner. 


Richard Arnold, one of the turnkeys of the 
prison of war at Dartmoor, on his oath, saith: 
That on the 6th day of April instant he (this in- 
formant) was stationed at the lower gate in the 
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market square, adjoining to the wall of the mili- 
tary hospital; that just before seven o’clock in 
the evening this informant went on the platform 
in the front of the gates of the prison leading into 
the market square, when he saw a great number 
of prisoners between the iron railing and the mili- 
tary wall which separates the military way from 
the prison, and went and reported the circum- 
stance to Mr. Mitchell, and from thence went to 
Mr.. Holmden, the clerk of the agent at the prison, 
and then this informant returned towards the 
lodge, and there met Mr. Holmden with a guard, 
and he went into the prison with them to turn 
the prisoners from between the railing and the 
wall, and this informant went to the lower gate 
again; that, just as this informant got to the 
gate, he heard a sentinel call from the barrack 
yard to a sentinel on the platform near the market 
square, that the prisoners were breaking a hole 
through the barrack wall, and desiring him to 
eall the guard; that this informant immediately 
went to the west guard and called them, and 
when the guard was turned out Captain Short- 
land came through the lodge, and went with the 
guard to the barrack yard, and this informant 
went there also, after having called the north and 
south guard to be in readiness if they were want- 
ed; that on coming into the barrack yard he ob- 
served a hole in the wall on the south side of the 
cook room, large enough for a man to creep 
through, and he saw a great number of prisoners 
through the hole in the wall, who were abusing 
the soldiers and the captain; that this informant 
then returned to the market square, leaving Cap- 
tain Shortland in the barrack yard, and the horn 
was then sounding for the prisoners to turn into 
their respective prisons, when he observed a large 
body of prisoners collected between the iron rail- 
ing in the front of the prisons, and they were at- 
tempting to force the gates, which were locked 
and secured by an iron chain, and were very 
riotous; that this informant went away to call 
the guard, and met Captain Shortland at the 
upper gate; that the guard was outside by the 
guard house, drawn out, and Captain Shortland 
called to them to follow him, and this informant 
returned with him, and by this time the prisoners 
had forced the gate, and many hundreds had as- 
sembled in the market square; that Captain 
Shortland desired the soldiers to draw up, be 
steady, and keep their ground, and the soldiers 
formed just across the square; that this inform- 
ant saw Captain Shortland go up in front of the 
military, and heard him desire the prisoners to 
go in, or otherwise he should be obliged to use 
means which he should be very sorry for; that 
the prisoners were very riotous, calling out 
“ keeno, keeno,” several times, and advanced in- 
stead of retiring, when some of the soldicrs came 
to a charge, and this informant made the best of 
his way to get in their rear, and just after he got 
in the rear he heard asingle musket, and soon 
after he heard several muskets discharged, but 
the muskets were at first elevated so high that he 
does not think a single shot touched either of the 
prisoners, and then he observed that many of the 


prisoners had got a great way in the yard, when 
some of them called out “ Fire, you buggers, you 
have no shot in your pieces or guns;” when the 
military fired again, and this informant heard a 
cry amongst the prisoners, and almost immedi- 
ately he heard Captain Shortland call for the 
turnkeys to help the wounded away ; that this in- 
formant saw one man dead in the gateway of 
prison No. 7, and saw several men carried to- 
wards the hospital wounded, but he does not 
know any of them; that this informant did not 
hear any person give orders to fire; that he was 
near to Captain Shortland when the firing first 
began, and, if Captain Shortland had given any 
orders to fire, he thinks he must have heard them; 
that between the first discharge and the second 
the prisoners had retreated from the market 
square towards the prison, but had made a staad 
when the second firing commenced; that he did 
not see the prisoners armed with any offensive 
weapons, nor did he see them throw any stones 
at the military; that the same evening, after the 
prisoners were locked up, he went into the prison 
yard, and saw several places in the wall where 
the stoves had been taken out, but there was only 
one hole entirely through the wall. 
RICHARD ARNOLD. 


Sworn before me, 
Joseru Warirrrorn, Coroner. 


Stephen Hall, one of the turnkeys at the prison 
of war at Dartmoor, on his oath, saith: That on 
the 6th day of April instant, about a quarter be- 
fore seven o’clock in the evening, he went into 
the market square, and went to the lower gate, 
when he saw some of the prisoners come over in 
a body from the wall which separates the barrack 
yard from the prison, and they came to the gate 
next to the hospital, and forced the gate open, 
and went up towards the market square; that 
this informant was close by Captain Shortland in 
the square, and heard the captain desire them to 
go back, but they said they would not; that there 
were some soldiers at this time formed in the 
market square, and when the prisoners refused to 
retire they came to a charge, and then this in- 
formant went to the rear, when he heard a single 
musket fire; and at this time he had not heard 
any person give orders to fire, nor did he hear 
any such orders given afterwards; that after the 
musket was fired he went towards the lodge, and 


„heard several muskets fired, and shortly after he 


heard the captain call for the turnkeys to bring 
up the wounded, when this informant went down 
and assisted in taking up two wounded men, one 
of them in the market square and the other in 
the prison, and he also picked up one man dead 
in the market square, but he does not know the 
man; that when this informant saw the prison- 
ers coming across the yard towards the gate, they 
were behaving in a very riotous manner, aad this, 
informant observed that they had some iron bars, 
and he thinks that three of the men had an iron 
bar each; that he did not see either of the men 
attempt to strike with them, and he did not see 
either of the pris@hers throw anything towards 
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the military ; that this informant heard the alarm 
bell ring ‘just before he saw the prisoners come 
across the prison and force the gate; that after 
they had forced the gate this informant persuaded 
the prisoners to go back, but they refused to do 
so; that they made no complaints whatever in 
this informaut’s hearing; that on the 7th day of 
April instant, he was at the lower gate, when he 
heard some persons who were 
the railing, and they were tulking about a black 
man that was killed; and this informant heard 
the prisoners say, if the black_man had not been 
Killed he would have killed Captain Shortland, 
and that he had a knife in his pocket prepared to 
stab him; that there was no person present with 
this informant at the time he heard this conver- 
sation, and he does not know the prisoners who 


were talking together. 
STEPHEN HALL. 
_ Sworn before me, 
Josern Waitsrorp, Coroner. 


Richard Cephus,an American prisoner of war, 
on his oath, saith: That he hath this day seen 
the bodies of several men lying dead at the dead- 
house in the hospital at Dartmoor, and amongst 
them he saw the body of John Haywood, a black 
man; that John Haywood was in prison No. 4, 
with this informant, and on Thursday last, about 
half past five in-the evening, he went to the privy 
adjoining to prison No. 4,and had not been there 
above a few minutes when he heard a firing of 
musketry as from the market square and the 
ramparts around the prison; that at first there 
was a single musket which he heard the report 
of, and immediately after several volleys were 
fired; that about six o’clock he came out of the 
privy and then saw John Haywood going down 
to go out of the prison, and asked him where he 
was going ; he said he was going out tosee what 
the firing was about, and parted from this in- 
formant; that this informant went back to the 
privy, and about ten minutes after he heard that 
Hay wood was dead, but did not see him till this 
day ; that this informant was not out in the prison 
yard from four o’clock in the afternoon of the 6th 
day of April instant until the following day about 
half past eight in the morning. 

RICHARD CEPHUS, his X mark. 

Sworn before me, 

Josera WuitTerorD, Coroner. 


George Magrath, surgeon at the hospital at the 
rison of war at Dartmoor, on his oath, saith: 
hat, on the 6th day of April instant, about ten 

minutes before seven o’clock in the evening, 
whilst sitting in his own house, he heard the 
alarm bell ring on the outside of the prison, and 
immediately ran out, and, on arriving at that 
part of the military way which fronts the market 
square, he saw a line of soldiers drawn up on the 
outside of the square fronting the outer gate; 
that, on looking into the square, he observed a 
considerable body of the prisoners advancing up 
the square, and, having understood that the pris- 
oners were breaking out, this informant, with as 
much haste as he could, advanced towards them ; 


walking between: 


as soon as this informant got amongst them, he 
began to exhort them to return quietly into the 
prison, and told them that he feared any attempt 
of that kind (meaning an attempt to escape) 
would be attended with serious consequences; 
that many of the prisoners told this informant 
that they were kept an unnecessary length of 
time in prison after they considered themselves 
as free, or some words to that effect; that this 
informant observed to them that their detention 
appeared to be entirely the fault of their own 
agent, Mr. Beasley; and several of those whom 
this informant had addressed, appearing to be sen- 
sible of the truth of. what this informant had ad- 
vanced, went back and retired towards the gate 
leading into the prison from the market square ; 
that this informant continued to address himself 
to others, and, whilst expostulating with them, 
this informant saw the soldiers mareh down the 
square and form in a line fronting the prisoners, 
about the middle of the square, and, during this 
time, greater numbers of the prisoners were pres- 
sing up through the gate; and whilst this in- 
formant was still using language to those whom 
he addressed. calculated to induce them to return 
into prison, he heard a voice (but whose it was 
this informant did not know) ordering the soldiers 
to charge; that, at this time, Captain Shortland 
was near to this informant, and he appeared to 
be employing the same means as he (this in- 
formant) was to induce the prisoners to return to 
the prison; that, on hearing the word “ charge” 
given, he looked round, (for his back was then to 
the soldiers, and his face towards the prison,) and 
found himself on the point of the soldiers’ bayo- 
nets, who were close to him; that he (this in- 
formant) was driven a considerable way, at the 
point of the bayonet, with the prisoners, when ‘he 
found it necessary to make some-attempt to ex- 
tricate himself, and succeeded in getting round 
the left wing, which rested on the wall which 
separates the market square from the hospital, 
and, whilst this informant was endeavoring to 
get round, the firing commenced; at first he heard 
two or three muskets, but afterwards the dis- 
charges became more frequent, and almost 
amounted to a volley; that as soon as this in- 
formant had extricated himself, being appreben- 
sive that his assistance might be required, in con- 
sequence of the firing, he went to make prepara- 
tion for the purpose; that this informant went to 
his own house and carried some instruments to 
the receiving room of the hospital, where he 
awaited the arrival of some wounded meh, but 
he did not see any of those who were killed on 
the spot until this morning; that this informant 
has this day examined the body of a black man, 
stated to be called John Haywood, and found 
that the ball had entered a little posterior to the 
acremien of the left shoulder; passing obliquely 
upwards, it made its egress about the middle of 
the right side of the neck, and, in the judgment 
of this informant, he died of that wound, which 
appeared to have been inflicted by a musket ball ; 
that this informant, at the time the order was 
given to charge, was in warm conversation with 
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the prisoners, and, therefore, cannot take upon 
‘himself to say who gave the order, but this in- 
formant heard no person give an order to fire; 
that there was a great deal of confusion among 
the prisoners, and, therefore, he cannot speak to 
the general conduct of the prisoners; but those 
to whom this informant spoke appeared disposed 
to listen to him, and many receded towards the 
gate amongst those with whom this informant 
had been conversing; that the number of the 
prisoners that were assembled in the market 
square he cannot say, or even form an estimate, 
but there was a considerable crowd together, and, 
during the time this informant was in conversa- 
tion with the men, they were pressing forward 
in a body; that, as the whole of this informant’s 
attention was engrossed with a few to whom this 
informant addressed himself, he cannot take upon 
himself to give any opinion as to the necessity of 
coercion; but this informant is of opinion that 
ihe prisoners ought not to have been in that sit- 
uation at so late an hour in the evening; that 
there was a great clamor of voice, and a general 
murmur among the prisoners, but this informant 
did not observe them proceed to any acts of vio- 
lence before he came away ; that, after he came 
away, and in going to his own house, and from 
thence to the hospital, he heard the discharge of 
musketry ; and this informant’s attention was not 
attracted to it above two or three minutes, but 
whether it continued beyond that time he can- 


not say. 
GEORGE MAGRATH. 


Sworn before me, 
Joseru Wutrerorp, Coroner. 


John Odiorne, a citizen of the United States 
of America, on his oath,saith: That he has been 
at the prison of war at Dartmoor ever since the 
29th day of September last: that, on Thursday 
last, the 6th day of April instant, a little after 
six o’clock in the evening, he was at the store in 
market square, standing by the door, and the 
wagon with the bread for the prisoners was partly 
unladen, when this informant heard some person 
talking loud at the gate at the upper end, and 
went around the wagon to see who it was, and 
saw Captain Shortland advancing into the yard, 
and he was giving his orders to the turnkeys at 
the lodge in a loud voice; and Richard Arnold 
spoke to him, and told him something about the 
wall, when Captain Shortland said, “Damn you, 
why did not you tell me about it before? ring the 
bell; call the guards out:” that the guard imme- 
diately followed Captain Shortland into the yard, 
when he ordered them to form across the yard, 
about two-thirds of the way down; that there 
were not soldiers enough to stretch acruss the 
yard, and they formed with their right on the 
southern wall, leaving some distance between their 
left and the northern wall: that Captain Shortland 
used some harsh expressions to the guard,and bade 
them form on the northern wall, for that was the 
place where the prisoners were coming; and just 
as Captain Shortland gave the orders, this inform- 
ant saw the prisoners force the gate No. 1, which 
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adjoins the hospital wall; and before this time 
this informant had not seen a single prisoner in 
the market square, except those who were em- 
ployed with him : that there could not have been 
a body of men in the square without the inform- 
ants seeing them, as at this time he was on the 
steps, at the store, which is about ten feet high, 
and commands a complete view of the square; 
that, after the prisoners had advanced to the dis- 
tance of between twenty-five and thirty feet, 
Captain Shortland then ordered the men to charge 
upon them, and the soldiers charged upon the 
prisoners, when they retreated into the yard, leav- 
ing one man behind, who appeared to this inform- 
ant to have fallen down, and a soldier was stand- 
ing over him with a bayonet, threatening to stab 
him if he did not get up; and the man on the 
ground appeared to be drunk, but this informant 
could not hear what he said; that, after the pris- 
oners had retreated within the prison, this inform- 
ant saw an officer put his hand to the gate which 
opened against the hospital wall, as this inform- 
ant thought to shut the gate ; but instead of shut- 
ting it he retreated to the soldiers, at a little dis- 
tance from the gate, when he heard an order 
given to fire by Captain Shortland, as the in- 
formant supposed, for he was looking directly at 
him; that the order was not instantly complied 
with as soonasa musket might have been fired; but 
in a few seconds a musket was fired by a person at 
the right of Captain Shortland, a few paces in 
advance of the others, and immediately after two 
muskets were fired to the left of Captain Short- 
land, by the hospital wall, after that there was a 
general discharge; and immediately after the 
general discharge a party of soldiers marched to 
No. 1 yard, through the gate, and fired a volley, 
and then wheeled about and returned into the 
square; and after the soldiers had returned into the 
square, and formed into a line, the officer ordered 
them to fire, and immediately the whole line 
across the square fired intothe yard; after which 
the line broke up and advanced into the yard, 
and this informant could not see any further, but 
he heard the report of guns in the yard; that, 
soon after, this informant saw a prisoner coming 
out of the yard, bringing a prisoner on his back, 
and a corporal or sergeant spoke to the man, 
abused him, called hima coward, and said, “ this 
comes of your keeno:” that this informant spoke 
to the sergeant or corporal, and abused him for 
having spoken so to the wounded man; but by 
the advice of Mr. John Arnold he went into the 
store, and remained there all night: that, about 
forty minutes, or forty-five, before he saw Cap- 
tain Shortland, he was in No. 7 prison yard, and 
he did not perceive there was anything the mat- 
ter; there was a great crowd round the gambling 
tables, as usual, but he was not near the place 
where this informant has seen the holes mended 
in the wall: that he saw a small hole in the wall 
the day before, about six or seven inches in depth, 
and, on inquiring what il was done for, some 
person said it was done to make quoits with: 
that this informant never heard that the hole 
was made for boys to go out and fetch their 
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balls. And this informant further saith that he 
„did not see Dr. Magrath in the square addressing 
the prisoners, nor did he see him either go in 


or out. 
JOHN ODIORNE. 
Sworn before me, 
Jos..WutrerorD, Coroner. 


Addison Holmes, a citizen of the United States 
of :America, on his oath, saith: That on Thurs- 
day, the 6th day of this present month of April, 
between the hours of five and six o’clock in the 
evening, he was at the lower part of the yard of 
the prison No. 3, and, understanding that a hole 
had been broken through the wall in the prison 
No. 7, by the boys, to get at their-balls, he was 
going to see it; and hearing the alarm-bell rung, 
he went into the market square, having found 
the gate open, and there were about a dozen 
prisoners in the square, and a great many more 
followed after him; he was going up to see what 
the alarm-bell was rung for, when he saw the 
troops entering the outer gate of the square, and 
Captain Shortland was with them: that, as the 
troops came through the gate, they were paraded 
across the square ; and this informant saw Dr. 
Magrath at the left of the troops. talking to about 
a dozen of the prisoners, advising them to go 
down to the prison quietly ; and some of them 
turned and went towards the gate, but others 
were talking with him still: that at this time 
there was a considerable body of prisoners in the 
rear: that Captain Shortland was in front of the 
troops, and about the middle of them, speaking 
-to one man, who wanted to say something to 
him; bat it appeared that the captain would 
have no conversation with him, and pushed him 
from him twice, when the man turned about and 
was going down slowly: that the captain then 
turned round and ordered the troops to charge 
their bayonets, twice; but they did not do so 
until they were ordered by ove of their own offi- 
cers, and then the troops charged their bayonets 
-and the prisoners were forced on before them, 
vand Dr. Magrath, being in front, stepped in be- 
tween two bayonets, and got to the rear: that 
this informant stepped aside, and got between 
two sentry boxes, and the troops passed him; 
‘and by this time the prisoners were forced to the 
gate, had got inside the prison, and shut the gate 
after them; but Captain Shortland, who was in 
‘front of the troops, shoved the gate open, and 
this informant, thinking it was a good opportu- 
nity for him to get in, pushed on between two 
men, and then saw that Captain Shortland had 
-hold of a musket, and immediately that musket 
was discharged; but whether Captain Shortland 
pulled the trigger or not, this informant does not 
know; and immediately after, there was firing at 
the left: that Captain Shortland had ordered the 
troops to fire befure he took hold of the musket, 
but he was not obeyed, and then took hold of the 
musket, and he believes the soldier had hold of 
it at the same time: that just after the firing at 
the left, as he (this informant) was passing be- 
tween two men, one of whom had discharged his 


musket, this man was hauling his musket back 
to stab this informant, and before he drew it past 
this informant, he (this informant) unshipped the 
bayonet and. threw jt on the ground, and then 
pushed off the bayonet on the left with his arm, 
and got in round the gate, when the soldiers. im- 
mediately fired another round, and he saw a man 
fall: that this informant stopped a few minutes, 
and -the soldiers fired several rounds, and this 
informant went round the prison No. 1, to the 
prison No. 3, and the soldiers were firing from 
the walls up the prison: that this informant got 
into the prison No. 3, when two rounds were 
fired into the prison door, which killed one man 
and wounded another; but who it was that was 
killed he does not know: that directly after this 
the prison doors were shut, and he heard no more 
of it: that he cannot say what was doing in the 
yard of prison No. 7, as he was not there; but the 
prisoners in the yard of prison No, 3 were walk- 
ing the yard quietly, it being just before the time 
of turning in when he heard-the alarm-bell. 
ADDISON HOLMES. 
Sworn before me, 


Jos. Wutrerorp, Coroner. 


John Arnold, steward of the prisoners in health 
at the prison of war at Dartmoor, on his oath, 
saith: Thaton Thursday, the 6th day of April 
instant, about seven o’clock in the evening, he 
was at the door of the contractors store in the 
market square, receiving bread from a wagon into 
the store, and John Odiorne, an American pris- 
oner, was with him, when suddenly he heard a 
great noise at the bottom of the square, and some 
persons were saying that the prisoners were pull- 
ing down the barrack wall, and the soldiers were 
running through the military way, as this in- 
formant supposed, to get their arms; and almost 
immediately after the alarm bell was rung, and 
the drums beat to arms, and the horns sounded ; 
that, soon after, this informant saw a great body 
of prisoners between the railing and the market 
square, and some prisoners were in the market 
square; that just about this time, he (this in- 
formant) saw Dr. Magrath and Mr. McFarlane, 
the surgeons, go down the market square, and, 
just after, Captain Shortland also came into the 
market square, and the suldiers marched in with 
their officers; that this informant ordered the 
wagon away, not thinking it safe to let it re- 
main, as the prisoners were at this time very ri- 
otous ; and just as this informant had ordered the 
wagon away, the prisoners burst open the gate 
next the hospital and rushed in the market square, 
in a very large body, and at this time the outer 
gates were all open to permit the wagon to pass; 
and this informant believed, at the time, that the 
prisoners, taking advantage of the circumstance, 
were endeavoring to effect their escape; that the 
soldiers were formed across the square, and the 
prisoners had advanced in a body, in a riotous 
manner, calling out “keeno,” close to the soldiers, 
withio musket length, or thereabout, when the 
soldiers immediately charged upon the prisoners, 
but this informant did not hear any order to 
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charge given, and this informant thinks that, 
from the noise made by the prisoners, it was im- 
possible to hear any word of command; that the 
soldiers drove the prisoners at the point of their 
bayonets within the gates of the prison, where- 
upon the prisoners turned their faces towards the 
soldiers, still continuing assembled together in a 
large body, and began to throw stones at the sol- 
diers, and, from the appearance of the size of the 
stones, he (this informant) has no doubt but that 
some of them were five or six pounds in weight; 
that the prisoners threw a great number of stones, 
and continued doing so for about two minutes, 
when this informant saw one of the muskets from 
the soldiers discharged towards the prison yard, 
and within a minute afterwards he saw the whole 
party fire their muskets, and it appeared to this 
informant that the muskets were elevated above 
the prisoners; that there was a large body of the 
prisoners assembled in the three yards in front of 
the gate, and stones were throwing in all di- 
rections towards the military, when this inform- 
ant saw the soldiers fire their muskets towards 
the prisoners, and, about this time, he saw Dr. 
Magrath and Mr. McFarlane run up the market 
square, and soon after he saw a man brought up 
wounded ; that this informant was standing on 
the steps of the store all the time before alluded 
to, and could distinctly see what was passing, ex- 
cept when the soldiers were involved in the 
. smoke; that Odiorne and six or seven American 
prisoners were standing on the steps of the store, 
‘and they all saw the prisoners throwing stones at 
the soldiers; and this informant remarked to 
them, that, if the prisoners continued to assault 
the soldicrs so, some of them would be shot; that 
this informant never heard Captain Shortland 
give any directions to the soldiers to fire, and he 
was so near to Odiorne that if orders had been 
given which he might have heard, he (this in- 
formant) must have heard also, as he has as 
quick an ear as most people; and this informant 
further saith, that the firing was very irregular, 
and it did not seem like firing in obedience to 
orders; and this informant further saith, that it 
appeared to him the soldiers were in danger from 
the stones thrown at them by the prisoners. 
JOHN ARNOLD. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wuirerorp, Coroner. 


William Gifford, a private soldier in His Ma- 
jesty’s first regiment of Somerset militia, on his 
oath, saith: That on Thursday, the 6th day of 
this present month of April, about half-past six 
o’clock in the evening, he (this informant) was 
posted as sentinel in the market place, at the gate 
adjoining the hospital wall; that about half an 
hour after this informant had been posted, he 
heard the prisoners huzzaing in the yard of 
prison No. 7, and soon after the west guard, to 
which this informant belonged, was called for; 
that this informant then saw a prisoner come 
from No.7 yard, with an iron bar in his hand, 
and a great number of prisoners were following 
him, and the prisoner who had the bar broke the 
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diers formed on the left side, where the crowd of 
prisoners was forcing up, there not being enough 
to form across the yard; that Captain Shortland 
spoke to the prisoners and ordered them back, 
but they did not go, and at this time they were 
so close to the military that they could be touched 
by the bayonet; that Captain Shortland ordered 
the soldiers to charge, which they did, and forced 
the prisoners almost to the prison gate, but they 
would not go into the prison yard, and stood fast 
at the gate; that the prisoners then began to 
throw stones at the soldiers, and this informant 
saw several of the men’s caps knocked off with 
the stones; that the prisoners were very riotous, 
huzzaing and throwing a great number of stones 
or bricks at the soldiers, when this informant 
heard the word “fire” given by some person, but 
whom he does not know; that this informant 
immediately heard a discharge of musketry, and 
saw that the muskets were presented in the air; 
that the prisoners still continued huzzaing and 
throwing stones at the military, when the soldiers 
began to fire towards the prisoners, and this in- 
formant afterwards saw two men, like prisoners, 
lying in the market place apparently dead, one 
on the right side of the guard, and the other on 
the left; that the soldiers then went into the dif- 
ferent prison yards to turn the prisuners in, and 
this informant heard some firing in the yards; 
that Major Jolliff had the command of the first 
Somerset regiment of militia, but he was not 
present when the first firing commenced; and 
this informant further saith, that the stones 
thrown at the soldiers were large enough to have 
killed some of them, and the stones were thrown 
so thick that it appeared to this informant the 
soldiers were in great danger; that this informant 
did not discharge his musket at all; that this in- 
formant was near to Captain Shortland when the 
prisoners were forced to the prison gate, and he 
never saw Captain Shortland with a musket in 
his hand, or attempt to take a musket; if he had, 
he (this informant) thinks that it was impossible 
for him not to have seen it; that he never heard 
Captain Shortland give any orders to fire, and 
this informant was so near to him that he thinks 
he must have heard him if he had given any 
such orders; that whilst the prisoners were huz- 
zaing, many continued calling ont “murder the 
rascal,” hy which this informant understood they 
meant Captain Shortland—and this was before 
any firing took place; and this informant further 
saith, that he did not hear or see a musket dis- 
charged on the evening of the 6th day of April 
instant before the prisoners began to throw 
stones. 


WM. GIFFORD, his X mark. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wuirerorp, Coroner. 
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James Groves, a private soldier in the first re- 
giment of Somerset militia, on his oath, saith: 
That he was placed as sentinel in the barrack 
yard at Dartmoor prison, on the 6th day of April 
‘instant, and was.relieved by Thomas Edwards 
at half-past six o’clock in the evening ; thatabout 
five o'clock in the evening a ball was thrown 
over the wall close by the old cook room, which 
is now the armorer’s shop, and the armorer was 
there at the door at the time, and he caught up 
the ball and threw it over the wall into the prison 
again; that this informant saw no other ball 
whilst he was on sentry, and no person whatever 

. called to this informant to throw over any ball; 

that just at the time the armorer was about to 
throw the ball over, some person from the prison 
called out “throw the ball over,” but after the 
ball was thrown over, this informant heard no 
further call; that whilst this informant remained 
on sentry, he did not hear any attack upon the 
wall, and saw no breach whatever therein. 


JAMES GROVES, his X mark. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wuirerorp, Coroner. 


David Spencer Warren, a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States of America, on his oath, saith: That 
on Thursday last, the 6th day of April instant, in 
the evening,-about half an hour before the usual 
time, of turning in the prisoners, he heard the 
alarm-bell, and went up to the gate of the yard of 
the prison No. 1, and when he arrived there he 
saw a number of prisoners in the market square, 
and a number of soldiers were in the square, and 
Captain Shortland was at the head of one party 
of them, and he was forming a line across the 
yard, which after he had done, he told them to 
charge; that the soldiers did charge on the pris- 
oners, who ran back into the prison yard, and 
Captain Shortland and the soldiers followed them 
to the gate, and as the prisoners got inside the 
gate they flung one of them to; that Captain 
Shortland ordered one of the soldiers to fire, and 
immediately there was a soldier with his musket 
turned to the right, and Captain Shortland caught 
hold of the musket and pointed it towards a man 
that stood by the gate, and said “ God damn you, 
fire ;” that directly after this a fire of musketry 
became general ; that this informant went through 
No. 1 prison and into No. 3, and was in prison 
No. 3 when the soldiers fired into the prison No. 
3; and there was a man called Smith, a shipmate 
of this informant, wounded, and he also sawa 
man fall on the inside of the prison, but whether 
he was killed or wounded this informant cannot 
say; that this informant did not see any of the 
officers with the soldiers when Captain Short- 
land gave the order to fire; that after the firing 
began he saw some stones, he believes two or 
three, thrown by the prisoners over the wall into 
the square—he saw one of them about as big as 
his fist; that this informant did not observe whe- 
ther the muskets were elevated at the first firing, 
but he did not see any man fall, and therefore he 
remarked to some of the prisoners that he thought 

14th Con. Ist Srss.—49 


they were blank cartridges; that this informant 
was not in the yard of No. 7. 
DAVID S. WARREN. 
Sworn before me. 
Jos. WHITEFoRD, Coroner. 


James Greenlaw,a citizen of the United States 
of America, on his oath, saith: That on Thurs- 
day, the 6th day of April instant, he was in No. 
3 yard, near the door of the prison, when he 
heard the alarm bell ring; that he went from 
thence towards the railing, at the entrance into 
the market square, and saw some prisoners in the 
market square, and at the same time he saw the 
troops coming through the market gate, with 
Captain Shortland at their head, and saw him 
form the men in one line extending across the 
square, and he then ordered them to charge; 
whereupon the prisoners retreated into the prison 
yard, when this informant heard Captain Short- 
land give orders for the soldiers to fire upon the 
prisoners ; and thereupon this informant ran into 
No. 4 yard for shelter, and as this informant 
turned to go back again he saw two black men, 
whom he did not know, fall; that as soon as this 
informant thought the firing had ceased, he ran 
up towards the grating to speak to Captain Short- 
land, and asked if he would allow him to speak 
to him, when Captain Shortland said “ No, you 
damned rascal !” whereupon two soldier officers 
put their swords through the iron railing towards 
this informant, and one soldier pricked him with 
his bayonet; that this informant then retreated 
into No. 3 yard, and he then heard two distinct 
volleys, and the soldiers shortly afterwards came 
into No. 3 yard, when he retreated into No. 3 
prison, and sat down inside to assist in dressing a 
wounded man, and a moment after this he heard 
two distinct volleys fired into the prison, which 
killed one man and severely wounded another; 
that this informant did not see any stones thrown 
from the prison into the square until the firing 
had commenced, and then he saw two stones 
thrown over the wall from No. 4 prison; that 
this informant was not in No. 7 prison yard. 

JAMES GREENLAW. 

Sworn before me, 

Jos. Wuiterorn, Coroner. 


Thomas Burgess Mott, a citizen of the United 
States of America, on his oath, saith: That on 
the 6th day of April instant, this informant was 
in prison No. 5, when some persons came to him, 
as being one of the committee for the prisoners, 
and, in consequence of the information they gave, 
he procured some assistance, and was going out 
of the door of the prison to go towards a wall 
which he understood some men and boys were 
breaking, to prevent it; and just as he came to 
the door of the prison he heard a fire of muske- 
try, as from the gateway of the market square, 
and met a crowd of prisoners retiring to their 
prisons, apparently in great confusion; when 
most of the people had passed, he met a man be- 
tween No. 5 and No.6 prisons, who was wounded 
and bleeding very much, and the man leaned on 
this informant, and he was proceeding towards 
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the gateway to take him to the surgeon, but the 
fire of musketry and balls came so thick that he 
stepped forward a step or two to reguest permis- 
sion to take the wounded man away, but-he be- 
lieves he was not heard; that he then turned to 
the back of No. 5 cook house, out of the way of 
the fire, where several others were standing, and 
they had not opened a fire from the ramparts of 
the lower wall which commanded the lower door 
of No. 5 prison; but as this informant and the 
others turned from the place to go into the prison, 
a fire of musketry was discharged towards the 
only door which was open of No. 5 prison, and 
shortly after this informant saw two men in 
the prison dead, but he does not know their 
names himself, or where they were killed, and he 
saw also several others wounded. 

THOS. B. MOTT. 


- Sworn before me, 
Jos. WHITEFORD, Coroner. 


Enoch Burnham, a citizen of the United States; 
on his oath, saith: That on Thursday, the 6th 
day of April instant, about half-past six o’clock 
in the evening, he went to the railing of the 
market place, and remained there about half an 
hour, when he saw a crowd of the prisoners 
making a noise, but the principal part of them 
were youngsters, full of mischief, and they came, 
some of them, between the two railings, and he 
saw seven ur eight go into the market square, 
but there was no great body there; that at this 
time he saw some soldiers come down the square, 
and Captain Shortland with them, and the sol- 
diers charged upon the prisoners, who retreated 
into No. 1 prison yard, without makiog any 
resistance; that this informant remained at the 
gate when the military began to fire, and at 
this time there was no crowd of prisoners with- 
in the gate—there might have been forty or fifty 
men; that when the firing commenced he re- 
treated into the prison yard, and lay down by the 
wall, and the prisoners who were about the gate 
also retreated; that this informant lay by the 
wall about five or seven miautes, when this in- 
formant went up by the barrack wall, towards 
where there was a hole, and the soldiers then 
began to fire from the ramparts of the south 
wall, when he went to No.7 prison, and got as 
far as the steps, when a heavy firing again com- 
menced from the wall, and this informant lay 
down, to save his life, for about four or five min- 
utes, and then got into the prison, and was going 
through to go to his own prison, and had got to 
the steps, when the firing commenced from the 
platform next to the south corner; whereupon 
he retreated into No. 7 again, and went into the 
north end. and saw one prisoner in the yard who 
appeared to be wounded, and he ran back against 
the wall, and he saw several soldiers raise their 
muskets and fire at him, and he fell immediately, 
but this informant does not know who the man 
was; that this informant saw the wounded man 
‘lift up his hands towards the soldiers before they 
fired; that this informant did not see any stones 
thrown, but he heard some of the youngsters 


speak about throwing stones; that he did not 

hear the word to fire given, and he was near the 

gratings; when the military first began to fire 

they were at some distance from the gratings. 

i ENOCH BURNHAM. 
Sworn before me, 


Jos. WHITEFORD, Coroner. 


Robert Holmden, first clerk to Captain Short- 
land at the prison of war at Dartmoor, on his 
oath, saith: That on Thursday, the 6th day of 
April instant, Richard Arnold, the turnkey, re- 
ported to this informant that the prisoners had 
got over the iron railing, near the south guard ; 
whereupon he (this informant) went to an officer 
‘on the ramparts, and from him understood that a 
guard was gviug in to turn them oul, and, on re- 
turning to the entrance gate, he met the guard 
going down; that there was also a rumor that a 
hole had been broken in the hospital wall; where- 
upon he went and reported it to Captain Short- 
land, who came out of the house, and went with 
this informant to the entrance gate, when they 
understood the hole was in the barrack wall, and 
Captain Shortland, with Sergeant Manning and 
some soldiers, went to the barrack yard, and 
found that a hole large enough for a person to 
creep through had been made; that Captain 
Shortland cautioned some prisoners who were 
looking through the aperture in the wall, and 
recommended them to retire, but they remained 
there; and a guard was left at the breach, and 
Captain Shortland and this informant returned 
to the entrance gate. and had not been there long 
when it was reported to Captain Shortland that 
the prisoners had forced one of the lower iron 
gates; whereupon Captain Shortland ordered the 
alarm-bell to be rung; and as soon as the guards 
could be collected, he went with them into the 
market square; and at this time he (this inform- 
ant) saw a great number of prisoners coming up 
the north sidc of the yard in a riotous and dis- 
orderly state ; thatafter a short time had elapsed, 
he (this informant) heard one shot fired, which 
was followed by several others; that he did not 
go down among the prisoners, or see what took 
place there. 

ROBERT HOLMDEN. 

Sworn before me, 

Jos. Wurrerorp, Coroner. 


Homer Hull, a citizen of the United States of 
America, on his oath, saith: That he is in the 
prison No. 3; that on the 6th day of April in- 
stant, he (this informant) was walking in the 
lower part of the prison yard No. 7, about six 
o'clock in the evening, when, in consequence of 
a report he heard in the prison, he observed some 
drunken men breaking down the wall which sep- 
arates the barrack yard from No. 7 yard; and 
one of the soldiers called from the wall at the 
corner of the barrack yard, and said, “Go in, 
men; they are going to charge upon you.” That 
this infurmant went away towards the prison No. 
3, and had to go out of No. 7 yard, near the mar- 
ket square, when he saw some drunken men, 
about half a dozen in number, at the gate leading 
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into the market square, attempting to force it; | time this informant got to the rear of the guard 
one of them had a small iron bolt in his hand, | 'a single musket was fired, and immediately after 


and. they succeeded in getting the gate open; that 
the man who forced the gate went a few yards 
into the square before any followed him, and 
then some others went in; that just at the time. 
‘the gate.was foreed open, he saw some soldiers 
come into the market square at the upper gate, 
and Captain Shortland was with them; and at 
this time this informant thinks there were about 
sixty men in the square; that the soldiers marched 
about two-thirds of the way down, when Cap- 
tain Shortland gave the soldiers orders to charge, 
and the soldiers accordingly charged, when the 
prisoners retreated into the prisons, and one. of 
them shut to the gates; and the soldiers marched 
down a little further, when Captain Shortland 
ordered them to fire; that this informant went to 
his own prison, and tried to get in, but the crowd 
was so great that he could not succeed; that he 
tried at other prisons, but could not get in, and 
there succeeded ;* that the alarm bell had not 
been. rung when the soldier first ordered them to | 
go into their prisons; that this informant heard | 
the alarm-bell ring just after the man ordered j 
them to go into their prisons; that he did not see | 
any stones thrown before the musketry began to 
be discharged, but afterwards he saw a stone 
thrown from the prison yard towards the square. 
HOMER HULL. 


Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wuirerorp, Coroner. 


` Robert McFarlane, assistant surgeon at the 
prison of war at Dartmoor, on his oath, saith: 
That on Thursday, the 6th day of this present 
month of April, about seven o’clock in the eve- 
ning, or rather afterwards, he was at the outer 
gate of the prison, when he heard the alarm-bell 
ring, and immediately went to the lodge, and 
seeing the guard drawn up in line in front of the 
guard house, he observed Captain Shortland walk- 
ing by himself from the barrack yard towards 
the guard ; that this informant turned round and 
looked down the market yard, and saw a multi- 
‘tude of prisoners proceeding upthe square; where- 
upon he went down with Dr. Magrath, whocame 
just at this moment, and began to reason with a 
number of prisoners there on the unnecessary 
steps they were taking ; that some of them seemed 
to pay attention to what this informant said, and 
turned aside towards the prison, but others said 
they were not prisoners of war, and that they 
were determined to be out—one of whom hada 
stick behind his back, in his hand; that this in- 
formant saw Captain Shortland reasoning with 
a number of them to go back into the prisons, 
but they used very abusive language towards 
him, and this was ia front of the guard; that 
this informant had taken two by the shoulders, 
and was insisting, upon their going back; and, 
on looking back, the guard had charged, and this 
informant with great difficulty got himself ex- 
tricated from between the bayonets; that by the 


e—a 


* So in the original. 


several others; that this informant heard no. or- 
der given to fire; that Captain Shortland was at 
the south end of the guard, and this informant 
thinks if he had given orders to fire he must have 
heard it; that at the time the first musket was 
fired, nearly one-third of the market square was 
filled with the prisoners, making a great noise in 
a very riotous and disorderly manner, and stones 
were throwing by the prisoners from all quar- 
ters, and one large stone fell about.a yard from 
this informant; that immediately after the firing 
commenced, and this informant had got to the 
rear, he went away to the hospital; that from 
the number and size of the stones which were 
thrown, if he (this informant) had been obliged 
to remain on the spot where the soldiers were, 
he should have apprehended great danger. to his 
person. 
ROB. McFARLANE. 
Sworn before me, 
Jos. Wutrrrorp, Coroner. 


John Tozer, one of the turnkeys at the prison, 
on his oath, saith: That on Thursday, the 6th 
day of April instant, about seven o’clock in the 
evening, the turnkeys were called into the mar- 
ket square, and he found that it was to take up 
some dead and wounded prisoners; that he went 
to the lower market gate, and just inside the 
gate he took up a black man dead, and assisted 
in carrying him to the bathing place in the hos- 
pital ; that the man appeared to be about thirty ; 
but this informant should not know him again. 

JOHN TOZER. 

Sworn before me, 

Jos. Wuirerorp, Coroner. 


Joseph Manning, sergeant in the first Somer- 
set regiment of militia, on his oath, saith: That 
on Thursday, the 6th day of this present month 
of April, about seven o’clock in the evening, he 
was in the military way when he saw Captain 
Shortland, and reported to him that the prison- 
ers had made a hole in the wall leading to the 
barracks, and he went with this informant, an 
officer, and some other persons, to see it; that 
this informant kept before Captain Shortland, 
and went away to the breach first, and saw the 
prisoners pulling the wall, and he desired them 
to desist, but they gave him abusive language, 
and he then took a musket and threatened to fire 
at them if they would not leave off, and they 
then drew back a little; that Lieutenant Avelyn 
then interfered, and put his bead in the breach, 
telling them if they did not desist the conse- 
quences would be serious; Captain Shortland 
then inquired for Major Jolli, and, by Captain 
Shortland’s directions, this informant went to 
call Major Jolliff, and met him between the south 
guard and the barracks, when he ordered the 
troops to be formed, and put himself at the head 
of the grenadiers, and before Major Jolliff had 
gone ten yards from the south guard gate the firing 
commenced ; that this informant, by Major Jol- 
liff’s orders, remained behind, to assist in form- 
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Amos Wheeler, sergeant of the north guard, be- 
ing sworn, says: I was with the guard on the 
evening of the 6th; another sergeant was with 
me; assembled the guard by order, E believe, of 
Captain Shortland’s clerk ; had orders to march 
to the west guard house. On arriving, was or- 
dered by the clerk to order arms ; remained about 
ten minutes, and was then ordered by Captain 
Shortland to march to the market square; the 
officer of the guard was not then with it; our 
force was thirty-eight, besides two corporals ; 
about five or six of another guard went into the 
square about the same time; the west guard 
was employed at the breach; there were not 
many prisoners in the market square when our 
guard entered. The alarm-bell had rung before 
we marched. When we entered, the prisoners 
were endeavoring to burst the gates below ; can- 
not say whether the alarm-bell preceded the burst- 
ing of the gates; when they had succeeded in 
bursting them, there was a great rush towards 
the soldiers; their number kept increasing, until 
the space between the iron railings was quite full. 
They threw stones at the soldiers before there 
was any firing; they were not armed with any- 
thing that I saw ; they appeared in the square 
nearly at the same time as my guard; they made 
the greatest push towards our left flank, where 
the guard was weakest; I was on the left flank ; 
the prisoners were desired to go back, but they 
did not; they pressed on, and made a greater re- 
sistance against us. Then Captain Shortland 
ordered the soldiers to bring their muskets dewn 
to the charge, but, not advancing upon the pris- 
oners, it appeared to have no effect upon them. 
I believe Captain Shortland was in front of the 
guard at this time, desiring the prisoners to go 
back. Isaw none of the prisoners wresting the 
arms from the soldiers; I saw none of them at- 
tempt to seize the arms. The guard pressed to 
the left, to keep from being turned, by which I 
was thrown in the rear. Many more soldiers 
came from different parts before the firing com- 
menced; I heard no order to fire, nor do | know 
how it began; did not hear any of the prison- 
ers challenging the soldiers to fire; at this time 
there might be about two hundred prisoners in 
the square; they were much more numerous 
than the guard. I did not see the officer of the 
guard at thistime. The firing was in an in- 
dependent manner, three or four muskets being 
discharged at a time. After the firing com- 
menced, the prisoners began to retire towards 
their prisons. I did not hear any cheering among 
them, or see them rally after the fire; think I 
must have heard it, had there been any cheering, 
I do not think that the prisoners could have been 
made to retire without firing; the soldiers might, 
by killing them with the bayonet, have dispersed 
them. I did not go into the prison yard. I did 
not hear of any firing of my guard after the pris- 
oners had retreated. 


ing the regiment; that it was impossible for 
Major Jolliff to give orders to fire, as he was not 
near the spot where the firing first began. 
JOS. MANNING, . 
Sergeant 1st Somerset regiment. 
Sworn before me, 
Jos. WHIrerorD, Coroner. 


Examination at the Guildhall of Plymouth, on Fri- 
day, the 21st of April, 1815. 


‘Present, John Hawker, Esq., one of the magis- 
trates of the county of Devon. 

John Rust, one of the committee of the Ameri- 
can prisoners at Dartmoor, being sworn, says: 
The report made of the occurrence of the 6th in- 
stant, signed by me, was from the evidence of 
other persons. About six o’clock in the evening 
I came from the place where I was taking supper, 
and persuaded the prisoners to leave the breach ; 
they did go away towards the square previous to 
the commencement of the firing. At the time I 
went to the breach the horn had not sounded; it 
sounded but a few minutes before the firing. I 
heard the alarm-bell ring before the firing took 
place; the firing continued at intervals about fif- 
teen minutes. After the firing commenced, I 
went round the southeast part of prison No. 7, 
and went in at the southeast door. I saw nothing 
of the firing in the market square. 

John T. Trowbridge, one of the committee, 
being sworn, says: I made no part of the report 
from my own knowledge, but I was one of them 
employed in taking depositions. I was walking 
about the southeast part of No. 7, near the breach 
in the wall, which, when I saw it, was about 
large enough for my body to pass through; about 
thirty persons were round it; did not know what 
it was made for ; understood it was to get a ball. 
I remained in the prison yard, seeing the soldiers 
collect on the platforms. Isaw nothing of what 
was-passing in the square. I understood that the 
soldiers desired the prisoners to go in before the 
firing took place; the prisoners were not riotous. 
I heard the alarm-bell ring and the drum beat to 
arms before the firing; I heard no tumult in the 
market square before it began; I should have 
heard it, had there been any, from the place I was 
in. Ido not believe there were many prisoners 
in the square; it was the alarm-bell which col- 
lected the prisoners, at least it made them go out 
of prisons Nos. 5 and 7. The firing lasted, in a 
straggling manner, from fifteen to twenty min- 
utes; there were three or four volleys from the 
market square.. I heard no order to fire after the 
firing from the square; there was firing from the 
platforms on the wall, from which it continued 
while the prisoners were endeavoring to get into 
their prisons; there was firing at No. 5 while they 
were entering. 

James Boggs, one of the committee, being 
sworn, says: | made no part of the report from 
my own kuowledge. I went into the northeast John Saunders, private in the first regiment of 
door of No. 3 before the firing. I understood | Somerset militia, one of the north guard, belog 
that there was a man killed in that prison, but I | sworn, says: I was with the first party of soldiers 
did not state it from my own knowledge. that marched into the market square; at that 
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time the gate was broken open; the prisoners | soldiers, daring them to come on. The firing 


were coming through in a crowd as fast as they 
possibly could; the alarm-bell rung at the time 
we reached the west guard house; the officer of 
the guard was with us, Í believe; I believe it 
` was he who ordered us into the square. The 
west guard was marched in nearly about the 
same time; fifteen file were told off on the left, 
whom Captain Shortland, after some time of dis- 
course with the prisoners to make them retire, 
ordered to charge ; with some difficulty we got 
the prisoners back to the gates; some of them 
were retiring through the gates. _I do not know 
that any injury was done to them until after they 
were inside the gates; had, till this, heard no 
firing. The square was nearly clear of prisoners 
beforethe firing; they did notreturn into thesquare, 
but threw some stones through the rails. I heard 
the word “ fire” given, but do not know by whom. 
There were no prisoners in the market square 
when the first shots were fired. The prisoners 
had the command of the gates, so as to open them 
when they thought proper. I fired my musket. 
The prisoners closed the gates after them, which 
we opened, and we received orders from the com- 
manding officcr to charge the men to their pris- 
ons. No muskets were fired in compelling them 
to their prisons. Just before the firing, the pris- 
oners were throwing stones, and insulting the sol- 
diers, calling out to them to fire. Saw no prison- 
ers altempting to wrest the arms from the soldiers. 
Several shots were fired into prison No. 3; they 
were fired into the doorway; they were fired 
by two or three soldiers. I heard no order given 
for this fire, and had heard none to cease firing ; 
there was much disturbance among the prisoners 
going in, and a stone was thrown out, which I 
saw myself. The turnkey was then near the sol- 
diers, close to the door, and was endeavoring to 
shut it; the prisoners were willing to go in, and 
the turnkey could not close it; they stood at the 
door, challenging the soldiers, and offering to fight 
them if they would lay down their pieces; this 
-was before the firing into the door; it was locked 
up immediately after the fire; do not think l 
could say rightly who the soldiers were that fired 
into the prison. ; 

William Smith, private of the first Somerset 
militia, being sworn, says: I was on the north 
guard on the evening of the 6th of April. I 
marched into the market square with the guard. 
As we were going into the square, the prisoners 
were coming through the gates in a violent man- 
ner; the alarm-bell rang before we entered the 
square, while we were at the west guard house. 
I was one of the fifteen file ordered to charge; 
the prisoners fell back when we came down to 
the charge, but, after a litthe while, advanced 
again. ` The prisoners fell back to the gates, and 
had partly gone through before the firing began ; 
I heard no order to fire; do not know the soldier 
who fired the first musket; was not near him; 
the prisoners had not come back upon our left 
when the firing began, and after the charge, but 

_they were throwing stones, (one of which fell 
about a yard from me,) and were abusing the 


was in an independent manner, one after another, 
till nearly all the guard had fired, and then they 
loaded again ; no order was given to fire; do not 
know of any soldier having fired into any of the 
prisons; do not know how long the firing lasted. 
After the prisoners had returned into their yards, 
we went into them, to see if there were any strag- 
glers about. When I went into the yard, did not 
hear any firing from sentinels on the walls. 
John Tutt, private, being sworn, says: I was 
on the north guard the night of the disturbance; 
the alarm-bell rang when I was at the west guard 
house, before I entered the market square; about 
forty or fifty prisoners had burst into the square, 
through the gate next the hospital, when we 
marched in. I was one of-the fifteen file ordered 
to charge; cannot say exactly who ordered us to 
charge, but think it was Captain Shortland’s 
voice. The prisoners were so close to me that 
I had not room to come down to the charge, and 
drove them back to get room. ‘We advanced 
upon them at the charge. While charging, a 
stone, of seven or eight pounds weight, knocked 
off my cap, I stooped to pick it up; was not 
knocked down, but somewhat stunned, and the 
plate of my cap was bruised; the firing began 
directly ; the prisoners resisted greatly while we 
were charging; they resisted up to the time we 
fired. I think there were about one hundred 
prisoners in the square when the firing began; 
after they were driven back, there was much 
firing into the prisons; saw one soldier firing 
into prison No. 1; the prisoners were throwing 
out stones at the time; they were all nearly in 
when the firing into No. 1 took place, but some 
were still pushing in at the doorway ; the turn- 
key was endeavoring to get near the door, but 
was not in front, in consequence of the stones 
thrown out; I heard no order for the firing in the 
square; it commenced while I was picking up 
ny cap; saw no more than one shot fired into 
o. L. f 
William Rowles, private, one of the north guard, 
being sworn, says: I was one of the fifteen file 
told off in order to charge. Captain Shortland 
gave the order to charge. Icould come down to 
the charge, and did so; and those near me ad- 
vanced at the charge upon the prisoners, who 
would not retire at first, even when the point of 
the bayonet touched their clothes. Weadvanced 
on them about eight or ten yards down towards 
the gate. A great many of them retired through 
the gate before there was any firing; they aggra- 
vated the soldiers by insulting and abusive lan- 
guage, and dared them to fire. I heard an order 
to fire, but do not know from whom. When the 
firing began, the prisoners were rushing again 
through the gate, into the square, and throwing 
stones over the platform. I suppose there were 
twenty times more prisoners in the market square 
than soldiers before the firing. I entered the 
prison yard, saw a soldier level his musket into 
prison No. 3, who was then about five or six yards 
from the door; many prisoners stood at the door 
in a resolute manner, and would not let the tura- 
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key shut it; the doorway was as full it could as 
hold; they threw out great stones, as big as my 
head. JI heard no order to the soldier to fire into 
No. 3; saw no officer there at this time. I was 
telling the prisoners to go into the prison, when 
one of them endeavored to wrest the bayonet 
from my musket, but I drew it back in time to 
save it; this was before the firing into the door- 
‘way. I believe that there was no more than one 
shot fired into No. 3; after it was fired, the pris- 
oners went back, and allowed the turnkey to shut 
the door. 

. John Hamlét, private, one of the north guard, 
being sworn, says: I was the right hand man of 
fifteen file told off to charge; I heard the order 
given to charge by Captain Shortland; I imme- 
diatcly came down to the charge, having room 
enough; we advanced a short distance ; we could 
not advance far, owing to the prisoners being so 
near; they did not retire very fast; cannot ex- 
actly say how many prisoners there were in the 
square when we began to charge, but suppose 
there might be a hundred; we used all possible 
means to make them retire, but some were so ob- 
stinate that they advauced even to the points of 
the bayonets; others, however, retreated; they 
were very dbusive, and throwing stones; many 
dared us tofire. I was struck with a stone in ad- 
vancing, on my right knee, which nearly knocked 
me down, and I very narrowly escaped another 
blow on my head. I received the blow after the 
firing commenced; our charge with the bayonet 
made some few of them retire through the gates ; 
the greater part, indeed, retired through the gates, 
and remained on the other side throwing stones. 
Before the firing, and after the charge, some re- 
turned back through the gates, and advanced; 
some advanced even after the first fire; they 
shouted and cheered while advancing, which was 
intended toanimate others to persévere like them- 
selves; numbers of the first muskets fired were 
elevated in the air, some were elevated to the 
eentre, I did not see any one fall on the first 
fire; the firing was notin volleys. I followed 
into the prison yards; did not see any firing into 
the prisons ; after the firing had been kept up for 
some considerable time, the prisoners retreated. 
T heard an order to fire given before any firing 
took place, but do not know by whom. I do 
not think the prisoners could have been driven 
back without firing, unless great slaughter had 
been made of them by the bayonet. [ cannot 
positively assert whether there was any firing on 
our right besides that by ourselves. 

John Williams, sergeant, being sworn, says: I 
was on the south guard the night of the disturb- 
ance; our guard entered the market square after 
the north guard, and formed to its right; our 
number was about forty; it consisted of fifty-one, 
but had several sentries out. The firing had not 
commenced when we formed upon the north 
guard ; it began about ten minutes or a quarter 
of an hour after we had formed ; we were formed 
just about the time the north guard charged; 
when we formed, there were about one hundred 
prisoners in the square. I think they were more 


numerous than the soldiers; the line of soldiers 
almost occupied the breadth of the square, but 
there were not enough to form it completely 
‘across; there was an opening between our guard 
and the north; the prisoners did not fall back for 
some considerable time after the charge; they 
were throwing stones through and over the rails, 
and abusing the soldiers, when the firing began; 
I heard no order to fire ; our officers never ordered 
us to fire; our guard, seeing the state the prison- 
ers were in, and the north guard fire, began firing 
of their own accord, but notin volleys, and then 
the reports made prevented us hearing what was 
going on; the north guard fired first ; at the first 
fire the prisoners ran back through the gateway, 
but afterwards many returned again to the gate, 
but did not advance through on us; heard cheer- 
ing, and did not know whether they would not 
come out on us. I did not go into the prison 
yard, nor did any of our guard; our officer kept 
us in line till the prisoners were all locked up. 
I do not suppose the prisoners would have gone 
back without firing, because they did not appear 
to retire even when the bayonets were quite close 
to them. I heard the firing for some minutes 
after the prisoners had retired through the gate. 

John Twyfort Jolliff, major commanding, being 
sworn, handed in a statement, of which the fol- 
lowing is acopy: 


Apri 7, 1815. 

Yesterday evening, between the hours of six 
and seven o’clock, soon after the officers’ dinner, 
the mess waiter came into the mess room, and 
said that the American prisoners had broken out 
of the prison, and were attempting their escape. 
I immediately ordered the troops composing the 
garrison to fall in atthe alarm-post. Whilst the 
troops were forming I heard several shots fired, 
upon which I immediately took the grenadiers, 
and proceeded to the west guard, supposing that 
the prisoners were actually coming down the 
military way (as it is called) in great bodies. 
Upon my arrival at the west guard, several of the 
troops were formed in the market place, and had 
fired some shots. T immediately called out to 
them to cease firing; and finding that the prison- 
ers still refused to go into their prisons, I took a 
party of grenadiers, and went into two of the prison 
yards, and told the prisoners to go into their pris- 
ons, which they very reluctantly did. Several 
stones were thrown at the military, and two at 
myself, one of which came very near me. The 
military fired a few shots at the prisoners in the 
yard, in consequence of their throwing stones and 
refusing to go into the prison, but the firing was 
without my orders, and I conceive took place 
owing to the military being so exasperated. As 
soon as the prisoners were all gone into their dif- 
ferent prisons, and properly secured, I returned 
to the barracks, having ordered the guards to be 
reinforced, and the troops to be ready to fall in ar 
a moment's notice. It appears that they had se- 
lected the hour of the officers’ dinner to begin their 
operations, supposing we should not be ready. 

J. T. JOLLIFE, 
Major 1st Somerset militia. 
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Understanding that evidence has been produced. 
to prove that a bugle sounded the signal to fire, I 
beg: leave to observe; that I was first apprized of 
this circumstance after my return.from Dartmoor, 


Enever gave, as commanding officer, any order, . 


directly or indirectly, to that effect, nor did I hear 
previously any report that such a. circumstance 


` had taken place. e 
i J. T. JOLLIFF,;  _ 
Major 1st Somerset militia: 


` -He further says: There was no general. order. 
that.when the soldiers on sentry heard one of them 
fire, they should consider it an order to fire also ; 
but I suppose they might so considerit. One man 
fited into one of the prisons, which arose, as I 
believe, from exasperation, on being struck by a 
stone thrown by of the prisoners. I did not see any. 
one put his musket into the door to fire. Sev- 
eral shots were fired in the prison yards, but en- 
tirely without any command. 

George Piit, sergeant, being sworn, says: I was 
with Major Jolliff among the grenadiers in. the 
prison yard, and he used all the means in his pow- 
er to prevent the firing: Iheard him crying out 
to. the men to cease firing. 

Henry Burgoyne, private, being sworn, says: 
I was on the platform at the bottom of the mar- 
ket square. A prisoner came with an iron bar, 
who, upon hearing a shout from the prisoners at 
the breach. when a piece fell out of the wall, 
which I heard, broke the gate open immediately, 
by: striking off the lock, and the prisoners rushed 
through; and when we left the platform the 
pressed very much upon us; they were as thic 
as they could be; the alarm bell was ringing 
about this time; the yard where the break was, 
was as full of prisoners asit could be. I belonged 
to the west guard. I did not see any prisoners 
wresting the arms from the guard. I could not 
see the breach on account of a projection of the 
wall, but heard the barat work; they were quite 
thick down to the prison, waiting, I suppose, till 
the breach was made; the horn had sounded as 
usual for them to go in, but, instead of going in 
as:they usually did very quietly, they came out; 
they pressed on us so much that we were forced 
to.fall back; after we came to the charge they 
would not retirc, and, being unwilling to stab, we 
were forced to give back. I heard an order to fire; 
but do not know who gave it. I did not observe 
how the first muskets were levelled. 

Edward Jackson, private of the Derby militia, 
being sworn, says: I was on the platform 18 and 
19, between prisons Nos. 5 and 6. I think. there 
had been two volleys in the market square before 
the men on this platform fired; myself and ano- 
ther sentry were posted on the platform; we had 
not fired before some soldiers came up on the 
platform ; I never fired; it was the men whocame 
up; I cannot say whether the sentry fired ; they 
fired into the yard up towards the gate; there 
were a great many prisoners at the upper- part of 
the yard; I did not see any firing into the pris- 

‘ons. There was one or two officers on the plat- 
form; no order was given to fire on my platform ; 


to the best of my recollection, I think I heard a 
command “to commence firing from the right.” 
The prisoners were all in a great body, near the 
gates at the top of the yard, when the firing com- 
menced, and, after the firing, they retreated to 
their prisons. When I was placed sentinel, sev- 
eral prisoners were inside the palisades clodding 
one another ; some soldiers charged them out of 
it; there were two rounds of firing from my plat- 


‘form ; there were about twenty soldiers on it, but 
‘cannot say exactly ; it was full of them; I could 


not see the breach; I saw no tumult in the yard 

before the firing in the square, except the clod- 

ding; I cannot say I heard the alarm bell ring. 
Adjourned till to-morrow. 


—- 


Examination at Dartmoor prison of war, on Saturday, 
the 22d April, 1815. ` 
Present, Paul Treby Treby, Esq., one of the 
magistrates for the county of Devon. ` ; 
Thomas Burgess Moti, one of the committee 
of American prisoners, sworn: (A letter-had been 
handed in by Captain Shortland, signed in: this 
witness’s hand, and-addressed to Captain Short- 
land, requesting his release, and stating that “ al- 
though he had been called on by the respectable 
part of the prisoners to inquire into the cause of 
the late unfortunate affair, neither his depositions 
nor conduct appeared to show that he would wish 
to lay the blame to Captain Shortland, but on the 
contrary, for which he had since been insulted by 
those men that were and had been the occasion 
of the late unfortunate affair.”) There never has 
been, to my knowledge, any concerted plan.among 
the American prisoners at this prison to break 
out. Ihave never been insulted by any of the 
men supposed to be ringleaders in the late affair, 
but, on the contrary, the prisoners think I was 
doing everything in my power for their benefit. 
The letter handed in by Captain Shortland was 
written for me by another prisoner, to get me 
clear in any way; it was not signed by me; I 
told him I would give him a pound if he got’me 
released ; it was written without design to injure 
anybody, and merely to get me clear, as my turn 
of release was not near; I never read the letter ; 
I was one of the committee who made the report 
to Mr. Beasley; some part of it was from my own 
knowledge, and some part of it from the testi- 
mony of others. I saw a crowd where the hole 
was, but did not think it was occasioned by any- 
thing but gambling, till I was called upon by the 
prisoners to go and make them desist from the 
hole. When I was in the yard of Nos, 5 and 7, 
and when the firing into it from the platform took 
place, there was no tumult; there were then but 
few persons init; I was not in the market square ; 
IL think the making of the hole was merely through 
mischief, but not at all to get out, fur Ido not 
think twenty would have wanted to go out if the 
gates had been open; I do not know particularly 
of any subject of complaint shortly before the 
affair ; I donot know of any one who complained 
before Admiral Rowley of the American Gov- 
ernment; Iwas present the whole time; I donot 
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are 


know of any particular uneasiness among the 
prisoners at present, or any cause of complaint of 
their treatment; they are a little impatient to be 
sent home; there has been frequent little vexa- 
tious interruptions to the market, &c., on slight 
grounds; I did not see any one shot, though some 
fell close by me; I did not hear the horn sound 
before the firing. 

Walter Colton, one of the committee, being 
sworn, says: None of the report was made from 
my own knowledge, but entirely from examina- 
tions. lam confident there was no disposition 
on the part of the prisoners to break out; had 
there been, I should certainly have known it, be- 
cause I was in the constant habit of going through 
the prisons, having much business with the pris- 
oners as one of their committee. It is impos- 
sible but it must have been known had there been 
any. Had the gates been thrown open, not more 
than a hundred would have gone out: those who 
chose could have got away on the 4th. The first 
I heard of the disturbance was the firing; I was 
then in No. 3; did not hear the horn; it is not 
generally heard inside; there was great irritation 
against Captain Shortland before the disturbance; 
this was owing to acts of barbarity on his part. 
I speak from my own knowledge. Instead of 
doing things to make them comfortable, he did 
quite the contrary. He has kept two prisons, the 
best and most comfortable, shut, when it was in 
his power to have opened them; the prisoners 
remonstrated against this, but it produced no ef- 
fect, while they were turned into prisons open at 
top, and floating with water two or three inches 
deep; this was No.2. There was a plan formed 
in No. 6, one of the best and most commodious 
prisons, two several times, to dig out, which was 
both times discovered by Captain Shortland, and 
on the second occasion the prisoners were turned 
into No. 2; they were, however, only kept there 
two nights, and then returned to No. 6; I calli this 
an act of barbarity. Captain Shortland never 
returned any answer to our application to go into 
the empty prisons; I know of no statement of 
complaint “against the American Government, 
previous to the late affair; there have been often 
complaints of neglect against Mr. Beasley, but 
not against the American Government. Another 
act of Captain Shortland was: about the time of 
the attempt to dig out, there were some bars broken 
in one of the prisons, in consequence of which, 
and the digging out, I suppose, one-third of our 
provisions was stopped for ten days, I know not 
what it was for, unless for this and the digging 
out. Captain Shortland frequently stopped our 
provisions in the same way, without giving any 
reason. ‘here has been no particular uneasi- 
ness among the prisoners to get out, since the ac- 
count of the ratification of the treaty, and 1 know 
of no acts of violence among them in consequence ; 
they were only anxious to be sent home, and ex- 
pressed their opinions about it. 

William Hobart, one of the committee, being 
sworn, says: Some part of the report was made 
from my own knowledge, but not much; I was 


the alarm-beil rang; I had not heard the horn 
sound to go in when the alarm-bell rang; I ex- 
pect I should have heard it; it can generally be 
heard all over the yard; when I heard the bell 1 
walked up to the railing next the market square 
to see what occasioned the alarm ; when | got 
within afew yards of the railing, saw the soldiers 
coming into the market square. I think there 
must have been four or five hundred soldiers in 
the square before the firing began; there were 
many there, and others marching in and forming ; 
Theard no orders to fire ; the prisoners were com- 
ing up, as I was, to see what was the matter; Ï 
returned immediately to my own prison. There 
were two volleys fired into a prison, into No. 3; 
most of the prisoners were retreating after the 
first volley ; I had been in about five minutes be- 
fore the firing ; was on the second floor ; did not 
see the soldiers who fired, but heard the report; 
and when I came down, saw marks of balls with- 
in; there were no stones thrown from the second 
floor; should have known it, as I was walking 
with some others. There were several lines of 
soldiers drawn across the square; a few prisoners 
were at the bottom of it then, but they were not 
so numerous as the soldiers ; I am fully confident 
there was no intention to break out. I heard no 
shouting or threats against Captain Shortland 
when the firing commenced. The prisoners did 
not cheer in the yard I was in, nor in the market 
square, while 1 was present. Captain Shortland 
has behaved in a very tyrannical manner towards 
the prisoners ; he stopped the market for ten days 
for a very trivial occurrence, and part of the provi- 
sions for the same length of time; do not think 
there was any intention among the prisoners to re- 
venge themselves on Captain Shortland; there 
has been some irritation against Mr. Beasley lat- 
terly, because they thought he was somewhat 
dilatory in preparing cartels, but there were none 
whatever against the American Government; 
there was a report that vessels of war would come 
from America to take prisoners, but even when 
first started it did not gain much credit; the upper 
stories of Nos. 2and 4 have been unfit for the men 
to live in, very open, and sometimes afloat with 
rain. 

William B. Orne, one of the committee, being 
sworn, says: I saw a little of the affair stated in 
the report, but the principal part was from the 
examination of others. I was walking between 
No. 7 and the barrack wall; did not observe that 
many prisoners were there; they are always so 
numerous in the yard, that one might not observe 
whether there was a crowd or not; I heard no 
bar breaking the wail; weat into my own yard, 
Nos. 1 and 3; the prisoners were almost all in. 
I heard the alarm-bell, upon which I walked up 
to the railings, and saw the soldiers firing on the 
prisoners ; could not tell the number of the sol- 
diers, but the yard appeared to be full; it appeared 
to me, from the number of muskets I heard, that 
the whole regiment must have fired several vol- 
leys. I went behind the cook house, and heard 
the balls flying in all directions ; the prisoners 


in the lower part of the yard Nos. 1 and 3 when {ran up to the railings from curiosity ; was not 
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near enough to hear an order to fire; after firing 
a few volleys, they opened the gates,and charged 
the prisoners in the yard, and, after they were in 
their prisons, they fired in; I heard that shots 
were fired into No. 3—into the door; saw no 
stones thrown out of No. 3; saw only one stone 
thrown into: the square; the firing appeared to 
me to last fifteen or twenty minutes. I heard a 
noise among the prisoners, but no particular 
shouting or cheering ; saw the greater part of the 
prisoners run; after the first fire, every man se- 
cured himself as weilas he could; there appeared 
no interval in the firing; it continued all the 
while, until the soldiers opened the gates and 
went into the yard. I knew of no intention what- 
ever among the prisoners to break out; we were 
then daily expecting cartels. 

Niel McKinnon, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I was in the yard No. 7 before the alarm-bell 
rang. J saw some men making a breach in the 
wall. At first, there were only three or four, but 
afterwards they increased to about twenty or 
twenty-five, standing round. I can ascribe this 
conduct to nothing but mere wantonness; can 
ascribe it tono other motive. I staid till the hole 
was made, and they began to throw things at the 
sentry. I saw the sentry put his bayonet through 
as a warning; he desired them several times to 
goaway. l belong toanother prison. I came-to 
the gate. [heard the alarm-bell ring before Icame. 
I saw a turnkey looking in the direction of the 
breach, and, expecting that the military would 
be called out, I went to gate No.4. I remained 
there a considerable time, until the troops were 
drawn up in line; they then charged. I could 
see into the market square. I saw the prisoners 
between the railings, and the soldiers in front of 
No.4 gate. My attention was engrossed by what 
was before me, and I did not observe how many 
there were to my right at No. L gate. I heardan 
order given to charge and fire, but do not know 
by whom. At this time the prisoners were dar- 
ing the military, but not expecting they really 
would hurt them. Cannot say l saw any stones 
thrown. I saw the first fire, but did not observe 
the elevation of the muskets. The prisoners re- 
treated after the first fire, but I heard them shout- 
ing and rallying—cheering each other—and I 
think I heard them again dare the soldiers to fire. 
J heard several say they thought they were blank 
cartridges; I gave itas my opinion. I went down 
towards my prison, and was told on the way that 
Haywood was killed. I went to see, and saw a 
black man lying within the inner gate of No. 4. 
I then went up to the gate to speak to Captain 
Shortland. The turnkey let me through, and I 
told Captain Shortland that a man was killed» 
and begged him to make the firing cease, and not 
to be wasting the lives of the prisoners. He told 
me to go to my prison. I spoke to the officer 
apparently commanding the guard to the same 
purport, who said there should be a truce if the 
prisoners would go to their prisons. Captain 
Shortland knew me personally. I was going to 
No. 1 gate, and saw several persons at the door 
of the receiving house, with two or three wounded 


men. One of these persons was drunk, and abused 
the soldiers, who did not appear to attend to him so 
much as they might, had he been sober. I went 
down to No. 4 yard. While going down the 
yard, a volley was fired into it by the soldiers in 
the market square. There were many prisoners 
then in the yard. Idid not see more than one 
line of military in the square; it was two deep, 
and extended almost across. Was going up the 
yard, when I met a party of military with an offi- 
cer, driving along four or five prisoners. I went 
up to the officer, (who I understood afterwards 
was Major Jolliff,) and remonstrated with him on 
the harsh treatment the prisoners were receiving. 
He put his fist in my face, and swore “by God, 
they would not trifled with any longer by us,” 
(the prisoners.) I was then driven with the rest 
into No. 4, the sergeant having his halbert close 
to one of the prisoners, and the soldiers their bay- 
onets charged. I entered the prison with my face 
to the soldiers, until I was so far that I thought 
Iwas safe, when I turned my back, and at that 
moment a musket was fired close to me, which 
wounded a little boy, who screamed and dropped 
down: he died the next day. There were no 
stones thrown out when the shot was fired, nor 
any insulting language used towards the soldiers. 
The prisoners were crowding round the door, not 
being able to get in fast encugh, but there was 
no tumult among them. Teard no order to fire 
the shot. Iheard the report near me. The doors 
were then locked up. Ihave not the'least belief 
that there was any concert or intention among 
the prisoners to break out. I did not know the 
arms were kept in the barrack yard, nor do I be- 
lieve it was generally known among the prison- 
ers. I think the breach and the breaking of the 
gate were only acts of wantonness, like throwing 
turf at each other. There was a good under- 
standing between the prisoners and the soldiers, 
particularly the Derby militia; they used to be of 
assistance to them when the markets were stopped. 
The Somerset regiment was not up to so much 
as the Derby. I think the sentries were removed 
from the yard to prevent communication with 
the prisoners, not through any fear of them. If 
there had been any concert, they would have made 

some preparations; but there did not appear any 

among them, as the gambling tables were not 

removed from where they usually were. I have 

since seen some who broke the wall, who have 

expressed sorrow for what they had done, from 

the consequences resulting from it, but declared 

they had no intention to escape. 

Francis Joseph and Henry Allen, the two re- 
maining of the committee, knew nothing of their 
own knowledge, and were, therefore, not exam- 
ined. 

John G. Gatchell, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I belong to No. 7 prison. On the 6th of April, 
between six and seven in the afternoon, while 
walking in that yard, I heard a report that some 
hoys were making a hole in the wall. Being in 
the yard abreast of the market square, | saw 
Captain Shortland coming down the market 
square at the head of a party of soldiers; they 
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were formed in a line, and began to fire immedi- 
ately. I did not see any prisoners then in the 
square ; a few were between me and the railings. 
I could have seen any who might have been in 
the square. I saw no charge of the bayonet. I 
heard an order to fire, but do not know by whom; 
at the first volley one män fell about four yards 
from me. I went to him, and asked what was 
the matter; he said he was wounded in the 
breast, but I did not believe it, thinking it impos- 
sible, till I felt it. I called assistance, and was 
trying to get him to the receiving house, when 
Captain Shortland entered No. 7 gate with two 
soldiers, and said something which induced the 
two others to run away and leave the wounded 
man with me; upon which, Captain Shortland, 
seeing I did not run, said, “ Kill the damned ras- 
cal;” the soldiers charged on me, and a bayonet 
pierced my clothes and skin, going in abouta 
quarter of an inch. I was then forced to leave 
the wounded man and run, when a soldier fol- 
lowed me; and Captain Shortland, urging him 
on; repeated several times “Kill the damned ras- 
cal.” While running on I was pricked three 
times, and should have been killed, but; stepping 
aside, the bayonet ran under my arm; and the 
soldier, with the force of the thrust, fell on his 
knees, by which means I escaped into the prison. 
There are four doors to No. 7 prison; all but one 
were shut, which one was exposed to the fire; 
all the prisoners were crowding to one door; the 
door left open was the one which was usually so; 
but the doors were shut, 1 think, sooner than 
usual, and the prisoners-were trying to gct in at 
the shut doors; the prisoners being pursued by 
the soldiers, all crowded to one door, one over the 
other, and, being unable to get in fast enough, 
were wounded by the bayonets of the soldiers 
pressing behind. While getting in No. 7, I saw 
Captain Shortland running down the yard to- 
wards No. 5 with the soldiers, and heard him 
order them to fire; am quite sure I heard him 
order them to fire; he was facing me at the time; 
was running towards No. 5, and ordering them 
to fire as they ran, which they did; cannot posi- 
tively say he had arms in his hands when com- 
ing down the yard. Idid not see that the sol- 
diers hesitated to fire when ordered ; they did fire. 
Never had any personal altercation or difficulty 
with Captain Shortland ; never spoke to him, nor 
been spoken to by him. Do not think there was 
any intention to break out. The firing in the 
yard was after that in the market square; two 
soldiers came in the gate abreast of Captain 
Shortland, but many followed him—thirty or 
forty, perhaps. After the soldiers were in the 
yard, those on the ramparts did not fire. There 
were about forty or fifty shots by those in the 
yard. While the prisoners were running to No. 
7, they were cut off by a cross-fire from the ram- 
parts; (he pointed to the place where he was 
wounded in the back,) was told by others my 
wound was a quarter of an inch deep; it swelled 
up considerably, and was very sore,as was the 
ease with all three wounds; was never under any 
of the surgeons or surgeons’ mates. 


Andrew Davis, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I belong to No. 3 prison. I was at the bottom of 
No, 3 yard on the evening of the 6th, just before, 
counting in time, the horn had sounded. On the 
first report of muskets, the prisoners said they 
were blank cartridges. I went up to No, 1 gate, 
When I got there, five or six men were bringing 
aman who appeared to be badly wounded into 
the market square; they had brought him inside 
the inner gate next the square, I heard Captain 
Shortland order them to let go the wounded man. 
One of them remonstrated against it, and Cap- 
tain Shortland struck him with his fist. Theman 
then went outside of the gate into the passage 
between the two gates, and said to Captain Short- 
land, “ You'll recollect you have struck me twice, 
and Pll have satisfaction for it.” Captain Shori- 
land told him to go into the prison, or he would 
order the men to fire on him. I then went down 
to No. 1 prison, and saw no more. The soldiers 
were drawn up in the square when the wounded 
man was there, and Captain Shortland in front 
of them. lt was about ten minutes or a quarter 
of an hour after the firing began that the above 
transaction took place. One or two volleys were 
fired after that. 

John Odiorne, prisoner being sworn: (His evi- 
dence before the coroner being read to him, said 
he had no correction to make in it, other than it 
was possible that there might have been some few 
prisoners in the square, but there were no num- 
bers of them, previously to the drawing up of the 
soldiers in the square.) I stood on the steps at 
the cook-house in the market square. I could see 
the whole of what was passing in the square. 
The gate was burst about the same moment the 
soldiers were firing obliquely to the left, after they 
were drawn up in line. The prisoners rushed in 
immediately, but not violently. I heard an order 
to fire, which was from Captain Shortland, as 
near as I can judge of any man who had his back 
to me: it was in Captain Shortland’s voice. He 
was about one hundred feet from me. Iam as 
positive as I can be under such circumstances 
that the order came from him. Captain Short- 
land appeared to be in a great passion when en- 
tering the square: he looked very red, and spoke 
loud. Iam confident there was no disposition to 
break out. There was very little interval of time 
between the marching of the soldiers into the 
square and the sounding of the horn for turning 
in; the horn was first; the alarm-bill rang nearly 
at the same time that the soldiers entered the 
square. The prisoners generally conceived that 
there was a tardiness in Mr. Beasley’s fitting out 
ships, and there was discontent among them 
against him, but no complaint against the Amer- 
ican or British Governments. 

Gerard Smith, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I was in the market square with Captain Odiorne, 
who requested me to stay, after the horn was 
sounded, till the wagon was unloaded. I told him 
my prison would be shut, as the horn had sound- 
ed, and I would be shut out, and I thought I had 
better go. I did stay several minutes longer. 
Seeing the prisoners nearly all in, I said I must 
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go. I saw Arnold coming up the square, and 
saw also Captain Shortland by himself close to 
the wagon. The captain asked Arnold whether 
the. prisoners’ were all in, Arnold said, “ Sir, 
they have got two holes in the wall.’ Captain 
said, “ Damn you, why did you not let me know 
that before ?—go and ring the bell.” I turned from 
Odiorne, bade.him good night, and went down to 
the gates, which’ were all closed, and I was ob- 
liged to get over the railing. When I got over, 
J saw no tumult among the prisoners. One man 
told methat some boys had taken some stoties 
out of the wall, and wondered what- it could be 
for. “Ido not know,” said I, “but I suppose it 
is through mischief.” 

Robert Johnson, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I know Gatchell; I wasat the gate No. 7 when 
Capt. Shortland spoke to him ; I ran directly up to 
the gate from No. 5; at the first firing a wounded 
man lay about five or six yards from the gate, on 
the prison side; Gatchell and two or three others 
came up to take him, as I suppose, to the receiv- 
ing house; when he got into the passage between 
the railings, Captain Shortland came in with two 
or three soldiers, and told theni to go back, or he 
would kill them the soldiers followed; in rush- 
ing in, Captain Shortland stumbled over the 
wounded man; Gatchell did not go away imme- 
diately; Captain Shortland ordered the soldiers 
to charge on: him; one did charge on him, and 
another on me; I then made my escape into the 
prison; 1 am quite sure Captain Shortland or- 
dered the soldiers to charge; this was after the 
firing. in the market square. At the first fire I 
was in my berth; had no idea that there would 
be any disturbance, or that the military were 
firing with ball. I heard no abusive language 
from Captain Shortland. 

James N. Bushfield, prisoner, being sworn, 
says: I was present all the time the breach was 
being made, but was not one of those who did 


make it; I had no idea it was for the purpose of 


making their escape, but supposed it was through 
mere mischief ; there were abouttwenty or twenty- 
five prisoners round it; they began in the morn- 
ing; Iwas there when the sentinel told them to 
go away, or-he would fire; they set up a laugh, 
and drew back after he put his bayonet through 
the hole, forming a cirele of fifteen or twenty- 
five feet from the wall; at that time there were 
not more than twenty-five or thirty people, but 
afterwards they ran from all quarters to see the 
hole, hearing the others at it laughing; they 
knew nothing of it before; I went towards the 
gate when I heard the first fire, which I supposed 
was with blank cartridges, until I heard the balls 
whistle; do not suppose a man in the yard knew 
there were arms in the barrack yard. 
Adjourned until to-morrow, 8 o’clock. 


Dartmoor, Sunday, April 23, 1815. 
Met, pursuant to adjournment, at 8 o’clock. 
Present: Paul Treby Treby, Esq., one of the 
magistrates for the county of Devon. 
William Clements, prisoner, being sworn, says: 


I was most of the evening at prison No. 1, and 


towards the close of the evening was going to 


my own prison, No. 7; I saw about twenty or 


thirty prisoners gathered round the wall of No. 
7, and considered they were gambling; going up 
to it; saw dirt about a breach in the wall, and 
then several took up stones and threw them at it, 
in order to force it through. I went down the 


yard, and came up. again, at which time they 
were still throwing against the breach; they 
made a hole; I then saw Captain Shortland 
come up to it with some soldiers on the other 
side; he spoke though the hole, asking what they 
did it for; a number answered’ they had nothing 
to do with it, and some said they dug it for amuse- 
ment; Captain Shortland said, if they did rot 
disperse, he would be obliged to firé upon them ; 
he then went away; they then dispersed and 
some who were digging Went into their prisons; 
I heard no insulting language to Captain Short- 
land; the hole was then large enough for a mari 
to get through ; saw none attempt to get through; 
I considered the digging of the hole was merely 
through mischief; a number of small places had 
been dug in the wall in the course of the day ; a 
great many prisoners were in the yard No, 7—~ 
more, perhaps, than usual, it being so fine an 
evening; 1 went towards my own prison, and 
found ail the doors but one shut; I heard a great 
noise at the top of the yard, and went towards 
the gates; heard many cry out “keeno;” keeno 
is said among the prisoners when anything falls, 
even in the prison ; many cry it out when they 
do not know what is the matter; I suppose there 
were about forty or fifty soldiers then in the 
market square, drawn up on one side; the pris- 
oners were going through at No. 1 gate; the sol- 
diers came down to the charge, and then drew 
back; the prisoners were not so numerous as the 
soldiers; I suppose there might be thirty prison- 
ers in the square; they made no opposition ; some 
of them appeared to be in liquor; the prisoners 


are not permitted to bein the market square; the 
gates were locked; when the prisoners were 
driven through the gate, the soldiers fired; they 
fired into No. 1 gate. I heard no order to fire} 
was not in a situation to hear it; the soldiers fired 
right into the gates; did not observe how the 
muskets were levelled the first fire; I considered 
they fired with blank cartridges first; this was 
into No. 1 gate, and there were only a few shots, 
but afterwards a volley; I saw a man fall at No. 
1 gate, when I, with others, attempted to remove 
him, when another volley was firedin; put him 
behind the wall; he said he was wounded in the 
breast; we put our hands there, but felt nothing ; 
he soon died, and then we found the ball had en- 
tered his head. At the time of the first fire I 
heard no abuse from the prisoners, nor saw any 
stones thrown during the whole time; there was 
some turf inside the square, which I thought had 
been brought in by the people who had the liber- 
ty of the square; after the first fire the prisoners 
did not rally or cheer, but were eager to get into 
their prisons; I cannot say why so many of the 
prisoners were out at the time; I did not hear the 
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alarm bell; a number of prisoners knew nothing | with a bar like a crowbar; the bar was flat and 


John Hubbard, prisoner, being sworn, says: I 
was carrying a wounded man to the hospital; 
Captain Shortland came up to me, (I was then 
about half way up the market square ;) he order- 
ed me to drop the man; I told him I should not, 
for he was a dead man, and I wanted to take him 
to the hospital; he gave me a crack on the neck 
with his fist, and ordered the soldiers to charge 
on us; I then went back directly, as the soldiers 
were running towards me, and ran in; they did 
not follow us any distance; they halted as soon 
as we ran; when I got in I called to Captain 
Shortland, and told him, “ You will recollect, sir, 
you struck me, if you are brought to account for 
this ;” he said, “he would strike my damned heart 
if he had me there;” Iam sure of this; I did 
not threaten him that I would have satisfaction of 
him. Ido not know any of the men who were 
with me, helping to take the dead man; there 
were about four or five; the soldiers at this time 
were drawn up across the square ; there had been 
much firing before this; I saw the soldiers fire 
into No. 3, after the prisoners were in; I was 
standing close to the door ; I belong to that prison, 
and mess close to the door; there were eighteen 
or twenty soldiers atthe door, but do not know 
whether they all fired; I saw the muskets level- 
led ; seven or eight shots struck the stairs, and 
some went to the other side of the prison ; at this 
time there were five or six prisoners going in at 
the door; one got wounded on the step; I did not 
see any stones thrown out, but heard afterwards 
there was one thrown out. 

Homer Hull.—(His evidence before the coroner 
being read to him, he said it was correct.) Iam 
sure I heard Captain Shortland give orders to 
fire; I was then about thirty or forty feet from 
him, near gate No. 4, under the platform; he was 
then facing me; the first fire was a volley; there 
were no straggling guns preceded the volley ; they 
fired immediately after they got the word; there 
was no hesitation. Ido not think there were 
more than three or four prisoners in the market 
square, in front of the soldiers, at the time of the 
first fire; they had retreated through the gate, 
and shat it after them. 

James Reeves, prisoner, being sworn, says: I 
belong to prison No. 1. I was rather groggy that 
evening. I sawa mulatto man, who was groggy, 
break the chain which fastened the gate No. 1, 


ings; 
I went out into the square; I was tipsy, or I sup- 
pose I should not havedonc it. I saw the soldiers 
coming down; they charged upon us immedi- 
ately, and I then went back directly. I was 
pricked. Ilost my hat, and went to pick it up, 
when I was pricked again. I went back with my 
face to them ; some turned their backs ; but I stood 
a little more upon going back than I should have 
done had I been sober. I received two pricks in 
the breast, and two in the arm. We shut the 
gate as soon as we could. Captain Shortland 
was abreast of the gate No. 1, in front of the sol- 
diers. Iam pretty sure he was in front of them. 
I heard him sing out “fire” twice; heard him 
order both to charge and fire; can swear l heard 
him order to fire twice; think Captain Shortland 
was in front of the soldiers; cannot say how he 
escaped heing shot more than myself. I heard 
no shouting among the prisoners after the firing. 
After we were inside No. 1 prison, I watched an 
opportunity, being mad at being pricked, and 
flung a stone myself out at the soldiers; the sol- 
diers had fired into the prison before I did so. I 
saw no stones thrown, nor heard any abuse after 
the charge and before the firing; but, after the 
firing, the prisoners ran into the yard, and sung 
out“ fire,and be damned,” and dared them. Ieried 
out “fire, and be damned,” which I did because 
I was mad at being pricked for nothing, as I 
thought. Mr. Magrath, the surgeon, spoke to us, 
and desired us to go back ; he said, if any blame 
was to be attributed to anybody that we were not 
sent home, it was not owing to Captain Short- 
land or the English Government, but to Mr. 
Beasley. Some did go back in consequence, and 
if I had been sober I should probably have done 
so too. This was before any soldiers were in the 
square. 

William Mitchell, prisoner, being sworn, says: 
I belonged to No. 1; was walking in the yard, as 
were a great many more, it being very fine; did 
not know anything particular was going on. I 
saw Nichols, the turnkey, running down, and 
a great many prisoners with him singing out 
“keeno;” they ran out of curiosity, to see what 
was the matter; I did not know what was the 
matter. About this time I heard first a single 
musket, and afterwards a volley, and then more. 
I asked what was the matter? And was told some 
boys had made a hole in the wall of No. 7 yard. 
I said, “ what do they tire here for?” I went and 
helped to shut the inner gate of No. 1, and said we 
had no business with soldiers there. There were 
not above thirty prisoners there at that time. The 
soldiers came in. I saw two officers, and spoke 
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to one, and asked him why he fired upon people 


who made no resistance? He told me he had 
been through the hole in the wall himself. Cap- 


tain Shortland told the prisoners to go to their 


prisons. ‘The soldiers came in, charged them to 
their prisons, and wounded several. | 
hear the horn or the alarin bell. The prisoners 
do not usually go in when the horn first sounds, 
till the turnkeys come down and tell them to turn 
in; they first go and lock three doors, and after- 
wards the fourth and last. 

George Challacumb, being sworn, says: Tam 
a carter, belonging to the prison establishment. 
I went to Plymouth on the 6th of April with 
a letter; I overtook a man named Roberts on 
the road, who had been released from prison 
that morning ; he told me his name was Roberts. 
I entered into conversation with him; he said he 
was glad he was released, for he thought that in 
a few days an attempt would be made to break 
out of prison. I asked him how it would be done? 
He said there was talk among the ringleaders 
that it should be at the time the bread wagons 
went in, when the iron gates were open, and he 
feared the consequences would be very great; he 
said that Slater and Jack Crandall were ring- 
leaders of the whole. I did not mention this at 
Plymouth. It was ten o’clock at night when I 
returned, and then the affair at the prison had 
happened. Next morning I told the chief clerk, 
Mr. Holmden, what I had heard, and advised him 
not to keep both gates open at once. (There are 
ar books two such names as Slater and Cran- 

all. 

Lot Davis, prisoner, of No. 5 prison, being 
sworn, says: I was walking about half way be- 
tween the hole and the gate. The cook-house of 
No. 6 was, I thought, the only safe place from 
the firing ; I tried to get into No. 5, but could not, 
and remained in the cook-house until next morn- 
ing. I heard scattering guns firing after the pris- 
oners were all running away, as if fired at single 
persons crossing the yard. 

Samuel Best, turnkey, being sworn, says: On 
opening the door from the railing towards the re- 
ceiving house, on the morning of the 5th April, 
about half-past seven o’clock, a prisoner said to 
me, “ Well, turnkey, how did you like the keeno 
yesterday?” I told him I did not know anything 
of it, having been away; but, from what I heard, 
they had acted very improperly ; he said, “ damn 
you, in a quarter of an hour we can have all the 
bloody walls down.” I turned round, and the 
conversation ended. No other prisoners joined 
in these expressions; several were round, waiting 
to go into the receiving house. On the 6th inst., 
in the evening, when all was quiet after the aflray, 
Mr. Mercer, who assisted in the dispensary, said 
he hoped the prisoners would not attempt any- 
thing again; I replied, it would be quite madness, 
as they were unarmed, and hoped they would be 
reconciled. He said it might be different if they 
were to make another attempt, as they would not 
be taken by surprise again; and intimated, as I 
understood, that they had upwards of three hund- 


red pistols and five hundred files, which I under- ° 


I did not 


stood were sharp and fastened on pieces of wood, 
and enough gunpowder to blow up the walls. F 
heard the next day a prisoner say, on the other 
side of the wall, if they could have got.one hund- 
red muskets, they would have been better pleased, 
or would have done better, or something to that 
effect. 

David Spence Warren, prisoner, being sworn. 
(His evidence before the coroner was read to 
him,and he said it was all true, and that he had 
nothing to correct.) l was within seven or eight 
feet of Captain Shortland when I heard him give 
orders to fire; I was inside my own prison yard, 


and Captain Shortland was close to the gate; 


that was the first firing I heard; there had been 
none before. Soldiers had broken up their line 


when Captaiu Shortland led them into the prison 
yard. Captain Shortland was at the head of them, 
in front of them all, when I heard him tell the men 
to fire. They did not fire the first time he said 
“fire ;” it was about a minute afterwards before’ 
they fired. 
time he caught hold of a musket, and turned it to+ 
wards a man standing opposite him, saying, “God 
damn you, fire.” I cannot swear that that musket 
was fired. 
musket, then two, and afterwards a general fire. I 
am sure the firing did not begin by a volley. I 
am sure what I state is true. 
firing before I saw Captain Shortland take hold 
of the musket; I had heard none. I saw no pris- 
oners have hold of this musket at the time. 
Captain Shortland, when he told them to fire, 
was in front; one soldier beside him. 
might have fired at his-side, or over him, with- 
out hurting him. 


He said “fire” three times; the last 
The firing commenced at first by one 


There had been no 


They 


Richard Walker, private in the Derby militia, 


being sworn, says: I was one of the south guard 
on the evening of the 6th; I was in the market 
square when the firing began, on the right of the 


north guard; when it began, there was not a 
prisoner in the square; when the soldiers charged 
there were a great many in; cannot say how 
many. They went back to their own yard di- 
rectly; was formed nearly on a line with the 
north guard. After the charge the prisoners re- 
turned to the gate, and tried to force it; they 
made a great noise, and used very abusive lan- 
guage; they did not come back into the market 
square. I heard no order to fire; first one musket 
was fired; it was by a sentry posted at the bottom 
of the square, in consequence of the prisoners abus- 
ing him. I saw this; I cannot say Í saw the pris- 
oners take hold of his musket. I saw them throw 
no stones before, but after it was fired they did; 
one hit me on the arm. I might not have seen it 
had the prisoners caught hold of his musket. It 
might be two minutes before there was firing 
again. As soon as the prisoners threw stones, 
there was more firing. They fired several to- 
gether, but not ina volley. Do not recollect I 
heard any order to fire. Heard several call out 
* fire,” and supposed it might be the prisoners who 
were calling out. I heard the word “fire” re- 
peated, but do not know by whom. I was close 
enough to hear the prisoners call out. Saw Cap- 
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tain ‘Shortland come down, -break through the | again, up to the gates, to see what was the mat- 
guard, and order them to cease firing; this was | ter; they ran up the yard; I eried out that night 
_ very soon after-the firing began. He ealled out | as I went down the yard, “ Turn in, turn ins the 
-to the-prisoners, “‘For,God’s sake, men, go in, go | alarm-bell is rung to assemble all the depart- 
“in.” The soldiers did the same. Captain Short- | ment.” I came back into market square, and 
land came down the square from behind the line, | when I got there, there was a firing, and a ery 
broke through the guard, and ordered them to| for the turnkeys; I came, and assisted to carry 
cease firing. I did-not know-where he was before | the wounded men to the hospital. 
the firing. Daniel Nicholls, turnkey, being sworn, says ; 
‘William Ward, private in the Derby militia, | I was in prison yard No. 1, to lock the doors; 
. being sworn, says: Í was not in the market square | the horn had done sounding before; before J 
when the firing began; I came up just after. | came to the first door to lock up, the alarm-bel} 
Captain Shortland, after it had continued some | rang; the prisoners were going in just as. usual ; 
time, came up, and ordered the soldiers to cease | but, when the alarm-bell rang, they called out to 
firing; they immediately ceased. He said to the | know what was the matter, and thronged so 
‘prisoners, * For God’s sake, all of you go in ;” the | much to the door that I could nut shut it; Ipro- 
whole of the soldiers said the same. The prison- | ceeded towards the gate, but, before I reached it, 
ers ran up to the gates after that.with a stronger | the firing commenced; I was about half-way up 
force than before, making a great noise, but not | the yard when it began; hearing a ball whizzing 
insulting the soldiers. Saw no stones thrown. | by me, I returned to the end of the prison, and 
When Captain Shortland gave orders to-cease | waited some time, till, seeing the lamplighter get 
firing, they did so immediately; afterwards the | over the wall by his ladder, I thought it a good 
prisoners came up in large bodies; there was ; opportunity for me to get over also, and did so; 
more firing; I did not see any prisoners come | I came round to the market square; Captain 
into the square after that. Ido not know who | Shortland was calling for turnkeys, and 1 went 
ordered the firing afterwards; I heard Captain ! to assist in carrying the wounded to the hospital; 
Shortland order the soldiers to cease firing; he | the firing had ceased in the market square when 
ran from behind the line to the front, and held up | l reached it; 1 heard much firing afterwards in 
both his hands, saying, “For God’s sake, cease | the prison yard; when I came to lock up the 
firing.” second time, the prisoners threw a stone at me 
William Norris, turnkey, being sworn, says: I| from No. 1, and the sentry then fired in at.the 
was not in ihe market square before the firing | door; I do not know who the sentry was; they 
ceased. I came into the front yard, and was told | shoved the door to,and would then open it again, 
by a turnkey in the lodge that the prisoners had | and throw out stones, before I could fasten it; 1 
made a breach. I ran to it, and some soldiers | cannot say whether the door was open when the 
came to relieve the sentry at the hole. The pris- | sentry fired. 
oners were abusing him, and daring him. to fire,| David Pitmore, turnkey, being sworn, says: 
saying his orders were not to fire. I saw Captain | The first I heard of the affair was a call for the 
Shortland at the breach; he said the prisoners | guard; I went to the lodge, when Captain Short- 
must have some bad intention. He came round | land ordered.the alarm-bell to be rung; I staid 
by the military way to the front of the gate, and | at the. top of the yard till I heard a call for . the 
ordered: me to ring the alarm bell, which I did; tarnkeys, and I then assisted in carrying away 
he was then in front of the upper gate, between | the wounded men; was at the lodge before the 
it and the lodge; this was previous to any knowl-} alarm-bell rang; I saw the soldiers charging the 
edge of the bursting the gate. When I had rung | prisoners back; they drove them out under the 
the alarm bell, I went to the military way ; one, platform; saw the first firing; several prisoners 
musket was fired first, and afterwards there was a | rushed into the square before the charge; I do 
general fire; afler which Captain Shortland and | not think there were any in the square before the 
some officers called for the turnkeys; Iran through | alarm-bell rang ; afterwards a gate was open, and 
the liue; he told me to take a wounded man to | they were coming through, 
the hospital, which Land two others did. I re-| John French, turnkey of prison No. 3, being 
turned to the market square; he ordered me to sworn, says: I was going to lock up as usual on 
take another; he was dead. I took him to the] the evening of the sixth, after the horn had sound- 
burying house. The wounded man was brought | ed; 1 was in the yard; the prisoners were going 
out of No. 1; the dead man I found in the square. | in very quietly ; had locked one door, and then 
I was afterwards employed in carrying away the | heard the alarm-bell; the prisoners asked what 
wounded. ` was the matter; I said I did not know; I con- 
John Rodd, turnkey, being sworn, says: I blew | tinued locking up, and locked three doors; this 
the horn for locking up, on the evening of the | went on till the firing began; I stood at the end 
6th ; blow it always for about a quarter of an | of the prison, and then got over the wall by the 
hour; I did so that evening; I went down after- | lamplighter’s ladder; I did not see the prisoners 
wards to lock up No. 4 prison; while at'the | come out of No. 3 after the firing began; came 
doors of it, I heard the alarm-bell ring ; as soon | round to the market square; the firing was then 
as the prisoners hear the horn, they generally be- | over there ; after assisting to carry the wounded 
gin to go in; they did so that night; they were | to the hospital, I went to lock up No. 3; the sol- 
going into No. 4 quite fast; they rushed out! diers fired in the door of that prison; I told the 
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prisoners to go in; they were in the doorway, | wounded, seeing others do so. - After locking up 
and I touched them slightly with my hand, telling | prison No. 7, which I did without difficulty, I 
them to goin and let me shut the door, or the sol- | went to No. 1, to shut up, and, when putting one 
diers would fire; one of the soldiers touched one of the doors to, stones were thrown out; I was 
with his bayonet, and advised the same, or'they | struck by one on the breast, and by one on the 
should fire ; one man told him he might fire and | chin; I was pulling the inside door to; no mus- 
be damned; immediately an order was given to | kets were fired into it then. 
fire by sémebody behind—whether by an officer! William Wakelin, turnkey of No. 5, being 
or non-commissioned officer, I do not know, and | sworn, says: I had locked three doors of No. 5, 
several ‘muskets were fired into the open door, | when F heard a great noise, and the word “ keeno” 
(Icannot say how many,) upon which I saw j several times. On entering the prison yard there 
some prisoners drop; do not know who ordered | was a great body of prisoners between prison No. 
to fire; sentries said to ‘them, “If you do not go}7 and the barrack wall, round where the hole 
in we must fire on you ;” they said “Fire and | was; there were not more thao usual round the 
be damned ;” I believe only one said so; there | railing. As usual, some. prisoners were going in, 
were many soldiers about the door; cannot say | and some kept coming out: there was nothing 
whether the soldiers could have driven them | unusual in their manner at the bottom of the 
back by their bayonets, without firing, so as to | yard. Iwas coming up towards. where:the noise 
have enabled me to shut the door; the soldiers | was, when a bullet hissed by close to me. I then 
were about eight feet from the door when they | ran towards the ramparts to get out of the way. 
fired; I was in front, and got back as quick as Í | I got over the wall by the lamplighter’s ladder ; 
could, and bent down as they fired. then l came round to the market square, where 
James Carley, turnkey, being sworn, says: I} {saw the soldiers drawn up in ranks. I went 
came to the front of the iron gate in the military | down, and heard Captain Shortland call out for 
walk; saw Captain Shortland coming from the | the turnkeys. 1 assisted to carry the wounded. 
barracks with soldiers; he made a halt at the | The prisoners brought a wounded man from No. 
blacksmith’s shop; I saw prisoners rushing to- | 1, and insisted on carrying him up themselves; 
wards the gate No. 1, between the two railings; | Captain Shortland ordered them to go back, but, 
they sang out “keeno;” I ordered out the bread | as they refused, he put out his hand, and pushed 
wagon, then in the market square; I opened the | one of them, without using violence; they would 
gate for the purpose; as soon as the wagon was | not go, and the soldiers were obliged to charge 
out I heard a bar knock against No.1 gate; I jon them; one man pulled open his clothes, and 
called out to Captain Shortland that the prison- | challenged them to fire; Captain Shortland push- 
ers were breaking out; he went down with the | ed him, but it was not with violence. ‘This man 
military with both his hands in his breeches | was very turbulent; his name is James Reeves. 
pockets; the prisoners were rushing out, but I| Afterwards I went to lock up No. 5; then all 
could not see how many there were, the military | was quiet, and the prisoners were all away from 
being between them and me. I staid till I heard f the door. 
a ery for the turnkeys; went down to assist in 


; Richard Arnold, turnkey, being sworn: (His 
carrying the wounded; I saw a charge, but do ner: Was ( 


kng kether it mane or hack evidence before the coroner was read to him, 
not know whether it made the prisoners go hack. | and he said it was all perfectly correct.) Cap- 


Samuel Morgan, turnkey of No. 7, being sworn, | tain Shortland, at the time of the first fire, was 
says: After, the horn had sounded I was in Nos. | in front of the line of soldiers, and it was almost 
5 and 7 yards, or re ne up. No door was | impossible for him, had they fired a volley, to 
locked when the alarm-bell rang. When I first escape death himself. He was persuading the 
went into the yard there was a great crowd of | prisoners to go back when I told Captain Short- 
prisoners round a hole a the wall; as I passed by | jand they were makinga hole in the wall; he 
they sang out“ keeno,” and they and others in | told me to call the guard, but did not use any 


the yard ran towards the railings, near the market | oath, nor did he blame me for not telling him of 
square; about this time there were nearly seven | it before : 


. or eight hundred prisoners in the yard; many be- 
tougel to other yards I took no noice When John Arnold, steward at the contractor’s store 
I got to the cook house the beli rang; they asked for the prisoners in health, being sworn. (His 
a evidence before the coroner was read to him, and 


me what was the matter ; I said I did not know; ea . 
I passed on, and when Í had shut one door {| be said it was correct, and that he had nothing 
í material to add to it.) 


heard a firing; the prisoners seemed to retreat : ; 
then. I got over the railings into the military Stephen Hall, turnkey, being sworn: (His 
way by the lamplighter’s ladder. There were evidence before the coroner was read to him, 

and he said it was correct.) One of the iron 


then three doors of the prison open. I saw no l 2 
stones thrown by-the prisoners, being at the lower bars mentioned therein was bent; the bars ap- 
peared to him to be some of those from the 


part of the yard, where there was no tumult. I} pear 
came round to the market square when the firing railings. 

was over; only a few muskets were fired after- | John Tozer, being sworn. (His evidence be- 
wards; but did not see any while I was in the j fore the coroner was read to him, and he said it 
military walk. I saw the sentries fire from the | was correct, and that he had nothing to add 
ramparts. I then helped to carry away the } to it.) 
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Henry Wree, plumber and glazier at the prison 
establishment, being sworn, says: I saw the sen- 
try at the breach charge down his musket, and 
several stones thrown at him, while he kept tell- 
ing the prisoners he must fire. I was then on 
the south guard platform. I went to the plat- 
form, at the foot of the market square, and saw 
about six or seven hundred prisoners at the hole; 
and presently they sung out “keeno,” and ran 
towards the railing; they rushed in under the 
platform. Seeing this, I left the platform, and 
was going up the market square; before I was 
half-way up I heard them knocking the chain of 
No.1 gate, which soon burst open, and a great 
number (I cannot say how many, but suppose 
about five or six hundred) rushed into the square. 
I did not see Captain Shortland or the soldiers 
come into thesquare. ‘he prisoners had broken 
the lock before they came in ; it was done before 
I left the square; the alarm-bell rang after I left 
it. Being called again, he said: he does remem- 
ber to have told Captain Shortland that the gate 
was burst; Captain Shortland was then in the 
military walk, near the turnkeys’ lodge, stand- 
ing alone, without the guard; he did not hear 
him give any order in consequence. It might be 
a minute or so before Captain Shortland went 
into the square. 


John Mitchell, clerk to Captain Shortland, be- 
ing sworn: (His evidence before the coroner was 
read to him, and he said that it was correct, and 
-he had only to add as follows :) 


While I was on the platform observing the 
prisoners throwing peat at each other, as I stated 
in the deposition, between the wall and the iron 
railings, I oberved a great body of prisoners 
round the place where the breach was, but they 
were so numerous that I could not see what was 
doing. When I went with the turnkeys to re- 
move the wounded, I observed Captain Shortland 
exerting himself as much as a man could do for 
them, and in having them conveyed to the hos- 
pital; he desired me to procure turnkeys to re- 
move a wounded man who was sitting in a sen- 
try box, and desired me to exert myself as much 
as possible in having the wounded removed ; the 
cry of the military for the keys Nos. 5 and 7 was 
from those who had not been active, and ap- 
peared to me to proceed from anxiety to secure 
the prisoners, not from any vindictiveness: this 
party did not fire while I was in the yard with 
them; they catled for the keys for the purpose of 
shutting up the prisoners. 


Robert Holmden, first clerk to Captain Short- 
land, being sworn: (His evidence before the 
coroner was read to him, and he said it was cor- 
rect.) I saw a great body of prisoners at the 
breach; the prisoners had broken the gate of No. 
1, next the market square, before the alarm-bell 
rang; I was with Captain Shortland when the 
report of it was made to him; it was made by 
Henry Rowe; whereupon Captain Shortland, 
who was a great deal agitated, said, “ Where are 
the guards? where shall we get help?” and I 
advised ringing the alarm-bell, which was done. 


sworn. (His evidence before the coroner being 
read to him, he said it was all correct.) 


John Bennett, store clerk, being sworn, says: I 
was at the breach; the prisoners were using very 
abusive language. I saw no stones thrown. I 
proceeded down the military walk; I was very 
near Captain Shortland, near the blacksmiths 
shop in the military way ; several people reported 
to Captain Shortland that the prisoners were 
forcing the gate, and he then ordered the alarm- 
bell to be rung; he went into the square with the 
guard; I heard Captain Shortland tell the prison- 
ers in the market square to go back to their dif- 
ferent prisons, and say how sorry he should be to 
use force; he remonstrated with them ; this seem- 
ed to have no other effect than to produce the 
most infamous language from them; some minutes 
after a musket went off, and soon after many 
others; I was then so near Captain Shortland 
that I am sure I should have heard it had he 
given orders to fire, but I did not, nor did I hear 
an order from anybody. I did not see the charge. 
I heard Captain Shortland order the soldiers to 
advance. Captain Shortland said, in my hearing: 
“ My good fellows, go to your different prisons, or 
the military must do their duty.” I suppose the 
prisoners in the square must have exceeded some 
hundreds when Captain Shortland went in with 
the guards. 


George Magrath, surgeon of the hospital, bè- 
ing sworn: (His evidence before the coroner was 
read to him, and he said he had nothing to add 
to it, but felt it his duty to say :) 

As some imputation of inebriety has been 
made against Captain Shortland, I think it justice 
to say, that, having observed him on the evening 
of the 6th, no man could be more free from it; 
and from my acquaintance with him, and with 
his general habits in his family, I do not think 
any man can be more abstemious. I should con- 
sider it equally incumbent cn me, as imputations 
of barbarity have been made against him, to say, 
that, whenever I had occasion, as often happened, 
to make representations to him of any arrange- 
ment calculated for the health and comfort of 
the prisoners, he has always adopted it with great 
alacrity, and shown every disposition to do every- 
thing for their welfare. 


George Holland, bugler of the Derby militia, 
being sworn, says: I recollect sounding the bugle 
on the evening of the 6th, in consequence of the 
prisoners breaking the wall; several officers of 
the Somerset passing backwards and forwards in 
the military way said the prisoners were breaking 
down the wall, and were breaking out of the 
gates and getting out, and every person would be 
killed, and told me on that account to sound a 
fire on the bugle, which I did ; before this, a con- 
siderable time, there had been firing, and I am 
sure not four men would have known anything 
about the sounds of the bugle if they were asked 
now. 


Adjourned until to-morrow at 8 o’clock. 
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DARTMOOR Prison or War, 
; Monday, April 24, 1815. 
Met, pursuant to adjournment, at 8 o'clock. 
Present: Paul Treby Treby, Esq. 


John Collard, sergeant in the first Somerset. 


militia, being sworn, says: I was on the north 


guard, commanded, on the evening of the 6th, by | 
Some one belonging to the: 


Lieutenant Avelyn. 
department came and told me to call out my 
guard, saying, “Fall in your guard as soon as pos- 
sible, and march it up to the west yard,” and that 
that guard was going to the barrack yard where 


the breach was. I fell in the guard, and marched | 


them up opposite the west guard, where I halted 
them; was not there long before Captain Short- 
land came up; he ordered me to take the guard 
to the market square and form it across ; had seen 
nothing before this of what had passed. On en- 
tering the market square, I heard a chain rattle 
at gate No. 1, on the left hand side. I formed the 
guard across the square; the guard was at the 
west guard-house before the alarm-bell rang; it 
rang a little at first, stopped, and then I heard 
Captain Shortland order itto berungagain. This 
was before we went into the square; it was not 
rung again till we were. going in. I observed two 
-or three prisoners come out of gate No. 1, from 
the prison yard, just as I entered the market-gate; 
a greater number had entered before the guard 
formed; whilst it was forming I ordered the two 
scntries in front of the railings at the bottom, and 
the two on the platform above, to leave their 
posts and join the guard; they were all that were 
‘at those situations, As soon as they heard me 
thus order, the prisoners began to ery out “keeno,” 
and rushed into the square in as great numbers as 
they possibly could, througli the gate which had 
been broken. By the time I had formed my guard 
they came up in great numbers, close to us, on 
our left flank; the guard gave way on the left, 
where it was weakest, and where the prisoners 
made the greatest efforts to pass; the soldiers were 
then at the shoulder, when the guard gave way. 
Captain Shortland ordered it to charge; he told 
off abou: fifteen file himself, whom he ordered to 
‘charge ; repeated it two or three times before they 
did; they endeavored to drive them back, but did 


not charge the same as they would an enemy ; if 


they had they must have killed scores of them, 
as every bayonet would have told; they tried to 
drive them back without committing murder ; the 
right of the guard did not charge; we drove them 
back about half the ground they had gained in 
the square. I was in the rear of the charging 
party ; only the fifteen file told off charged in this 
way at first; the prisoners then began to throw 
stones at us in great numbers from within the 
railings and from the market square; there were 
some scores still in the market square ; they were 
hurraing at the same time. An order was then 
given to fire on them; I heard the word given to 
fire by some one; I think the word given was in 
my rear; we were in great confusion ; I was then 
in the rear of the soldiers; the prisoners were 
erying out “fire? I could not then see Captain 
Shortland; I did not look out for him; I had 
14th Gon. Ist Suss.—50 


guard. 


something else to think of when the order to fire 


| was given; two or three men fired ; immediately 


they obeyed the order; one musket was dis- 
charged first, and one or two very soon after. 
When these were discharged I did not see any 
man killed, or any one hurt among the prisoners; 
I think the soldiers fired over their heads; then 
some prisoner or prisoners said, “You buggers, 
why do you not fire? you have nothing but blank 
cartridges.” Afterwards the firing became gen- 
eral, and the prisoners were driven into the yard. 


I heard no word of command for the second 
firing ; the firing was not in a volley, but in small 
numbers at a time. 
of the prisoners from the yard after the firing had 
taken place; they could not stand the firing; 
they could not come without being murdered, 
the whole of them; they did not rally after the 
firing became general. 
the firing continued; but after it had gone on 
some time the prisoners dispersed into their yards; 
then Captain Shortland ordered the firing to 
cease. 
and said “cease firing,” giving it asa word of 
command; it then ceased generally in the market 
place. As soon as possible a party of soldiers 


There was no general return 


I do not know how long 


lam sure he did. He put up his hands, 


was ordered into the prison yards to turn the pris- 
oners into their different prisons. 1 know nothing 
of what happened afterwards in the prison yard, 
as I remained in the square with the rest of the 
I afterwards heard some firing in the 
yard, but paid no attention to it. I think the 
firing must have ceased from the ramparts soon 
after, otherwise some of our soldiers in the yard 
must have been shot. The general tenor of the 
prisoners’ conduct was riotous. Many of our 
men were much hurt by the stones thrown, but 
not so as to be disabled from doing duty. Tam 
satisfied, in my own mind, that, without the firing, 
the prisoners could not have been driven back, 
Had we charged on them like an enemy, we 
must have killed a great nnmber; every bayonet 
must have killed one or more prisoners, they be- 
ing so thick. The number of soldiers’ in the 
square, at the first firing, was about fifty-four, ex- 
clusive of sergeants; our guard was about thirty- 
eight, and there were about fourteen of the west 
guard. I cannot say how many came In after- 
wards. The whole regiment assembled as soon 
as possible after the alarm ; no officer gave orders 
to cease firing before Captain Shortland; had 
there been such an order, it would have been 
obeyed. 

Stephen Lapthorn, private, in the first Somer- 
set militia, being sworn, says: E was on the 
north guard on the evening of the 6th ; went into 
the market square with it; when I first went in 
I saw two or three prisoners in the square near 
No. 1 gate; about one hundred and fifty came in 
afterwards, while we were forming; they pressed 
up very near the military ; some of the military 
were ordered to charge, which was dune; some 
prisoners went back in consequence, but others 
were coming through the gate upon us. Before 
the firing began they had never been entirely 
driven out of the square. I heard an order given 
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to fire, but do not know who gave it; it eame 
from the right in front; I was on the left. I did 
not see Captain Shortland at this time; I cannot 
say whose voice it was; am not sure whether it 
was from the prisoners or the military. The firing 
began immediately from about the centre; it did 
not begin by one musket, but by several together. 
When the firing began, | was at the charge; two 
prisoners seized my bayonet, and tried to twist it 
off; I do not know who they were. I told them 
to let go; they said they would not, adding, “fire, 
and be damned.” I got myself in danger, and 
‘was obliged to fire to get my musket released ; I 
did so; but there were upwards of twenty fired be- 
fore mine; saw a great quantity of stones thrown 
before my firing; while we were at the charge the 
prisoners threw them till the last; one man stooped 
to pick up his cap, which, I believe, had been 
knocked off by a stone ; this was before any firing. 
Ido not think the prisoners would have been 
driven back without firing; as they continued 
pressing on, Captain Shortland was persuading 
them to retire, but they would not, saying they 
were not prisoners of war. I heard Major Jolliff 
give orders to cease firing before they were driven 
into the prison yard, and before the firing ceased 
in the market square. I think he did so as soon 
as he came down; he was not there at first. 
Stones were thrown, and the firing continued in 
consequence after this order. I also heard sev- 
eral voices say “cease firing,” but cannot say 
whether they came from the military or from 
the prisoners, 

William Gifford, private in the Somerset mili- 
tia, being sworn: (His evidence before the coro- 
ner was read to him, and he said it was all cor- 
rect.) 

I heard Captain Shortland say “ cease firing,” 
about a few minutes after it began; he put his 
hand up by way of signal, and said so; Ido not 
know who gave the word to fire; I did not see 
where Captain Shortland was when the order 
was given to fire; I think he had just gone to- 
wards the left, and the word appeared to me to 
come from the right, therefore I think it could 
not have been he who gave it; Idid not hear 
first one musket discharged; the firing at first 
must have been in the air, otherwise there must 
have been more prisoners hurt. Captain Short- 
land was running up and down when the word 
was given to fire; I heard no order given by any 
- body else than Captain Shortland to cease firing ; 
I do not know that it would have ceased had or- 
ders been given; the prisoners were throwing 
stones and bricks continually ; the firing ceased 
for a few minutes, after Captain Shortland had 
ordered it to cease; the conduct of the prisoners 
was such that it made us afraid, from the stones 
thrown; and I do not think they could have been 

driven back without the firing. Had orders been 
given by anybody else to cease firing, it might 
not have been heard, from the noise. 

John Soathern, private in the Derby militia, 
being sworn, says: I was one of the south guard 
on the evening of the 6th; was one of those 
formed across the square on the right of the north 


guard; I saw the prisoners charged down nearly 
to the railings; our guard charged down to the 
railings after the north guard. We went close to 
the railings; my bayonet touched them; when 
we got there, the prisoncrs began throwing stones; 
we stepped back a few paces, being so near the 
railings; one stone struck me on the right side; 
it almost kuocked me down; I should have fallen 
had nota man kept me up; just then the firing 
commenced; after some time of firing Captain 
Shortland came in front, and said, holding his 
hands up, “For God’s sake, men, cease firing— 
cease firing.” He went near to the railings; I 
and several others called to him, “ Come back, it 
is almost dusk ;” he said “You know me, men; 
do cease firing;” but several muskets were dis- 
charged after this. Captain Shortland was not 
near me when it commenced; I did not see him; 
the order to fire was given at the left, and it 
passed through the ranks one after another, say- 
ing “fire, fire,” but there was so much noise and 
shouting by the prisoners, that it is impossible for 
me to say who gave the word; I believe I was 
the sixth or seventh file from the right; I re- 
mained in the market square; I do not know 
what passed in the prison yard ; I heard no officer 
before Captain Shortland say “cease firing ;” but 
a fewseconds afterwards some officers did. I did 
not see any prisoners in the market square when 
the firing hegan, but they were behind the rail- 
ings under the platform, throwing stones ; I could 
not see about gate No. 1, there being sentry boxes 
between. 

Lieutenant Avelyn, of the first Somerset militia. 
being sworn, says: I commanded the north guard 
on the evening of the 6th; I came into the market 
square with Captaii Shortland; the prisoners 
had burst No. 1 gate, and were rushing through 
in a great crowd when we went in, so that I 
thought the whole of them were coming out; 
Captain Shortland went forward to speak to them. 
I heard him saying “My good fellows, do go 
back ;” I did hear him say that, but the prisoners 
were making so much noise that I could not dis- 
tinguish much of what he said; he also called to 
me not to suffer the prisoners to come too near 
my guard; they were then pressing forward in a 
very threatening manner; the guard was formed 
across the square, about the middle; my guard 
was then about thirty-eight men, and there were 
some others; the prisoners were so pressing on 
my guard, that many on the left fell back several 
paces, in order that they might not come too near 
them; they were then not close up to the wall, 
but I made them form close up afterwards; the 
left of my guard charged, and l was with them, 
driving the prisoners back; they did not charge 
by my order, nor did I hear Captain Shortland 
order it; I considered myself under Capt. Short- 
land’s orders; had I been alone, I certainly would 
have charged the prisoners long before, or rather 
have fired, conceiving it to be necessary from the 
threatening manner of the prisoners, and the great 
body of them which was coming up, and could 
soon have surrounded my guard. They were not 
quite driven out of the square by the charge; it 
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was during. this charge that I heard the first mus- 
‘ket fired; I could not see where it was fired from, 
not being near enough, and being so much en- 
gaged in driving the prisoners back; it was, I 
think, to my right; at the first there was a single 
shot, and almost instantly after several others 
‘were fired; I heard no distinct order to fire; many 
of the prisoners were crying out to fire, and de- 
fying the soldiers; I was very near Captain Short- 
land at the time, and think I should have heard 
him had he given the order; I heard no distinct 
order at first, or at any time, to fire; Captain 
Shortland was then near gate No. 1, to the left, 
- in front of the soldiers, and it would have been 
‘madness in him to have given the order in that 
situation. I was in front when the firing com- 
menced, and retired into the rear for my own 
safety; the prisoners retreated on the firing taking 
place; I gave orders to cease firing after some 
time; my guard then ceased, and I went to the 
front of the men; I did not hear anybody else 
give orders to cease firing before myself, neither 
Major Jolliff nor Captain Shortland; the noise 
was so great that I could not hear; I am certain, 
had any one’ man by chance fired, the irritation 
of the soldiers, from the stones thrown at them 
previously, was then so great that almost the 
whole of them would have followed; the pris- 
oners did not appear to care for the bayonet, and 
I do not think, from the state they were in, they 
could have been driven back without firing. The 
charge was not made with violence, as against an 
enemy; the prisoners were struggling with the 
soldiers; many defied them; but others said they 
could not go back, as the press was so great; I 
remained in the market square; did not go into 
the prison yard; I kept my guard with me; one 
prisoner, after the firing was over, came up, opened 
his clothes, aud dared the soldiers to fire; I do 
not think the prisoners generally were intoxi- 
cated, but resolute. I do not think any man could 
have behaved like Captain Shortland who was 
intoxicated, and I think he behaved with courage 
and humanity. . 

Ensign Samuel White, of the first Somerset 
militia, being sworn: (His evidence before the 
coroner was read to him, and he said he had no- 
thing to add or alter.) I do not know of any 
order to the soldiers on the ramparts to fire, but 
suppose they took it up from the others; I sup- 
pose there might have been about halfa dozen of 
my guard in the market square; there was no 
firing through the breach. 

Lieutenant Fortye, one of the first Somerset 
militia, being sworn, says: I had the command 
of the south guard on the evening of the 6ih; I 
went into the square with my guard afier the 
north was in, and formed on their right; they 
were already formed and in the act of firing when 
Larrived; that guard was then about fifteen or 
twenty feet from the iron railings; there were 
no prisoners in the square between my guard and 
the railings; could not see to the left, on account 
of the north guard; my guard took up the firing 
from others without any orders, immediately af- 
ter they had formed in support of the north guard; 


as soon as we formed I ordered the firing to cease; 
as soon as it could possibly be restrained, I stopped 
it; it ceased almost immediately; I saw nobody 
else endeavor to stop the firing before; as soon 
as the prisoners had retired to their yards, my 
guard ordered their arms, remained where they 
were, and I remained with them ; I cannot, there- 
fore, speak to anything that took place afterwards. 

James Greenlaaw, late second officer of the 
Prince de Neufchatel, American prisoner, being 
sworn: (His evidence before the coroner was 
read to him, and he said it was all correct.) I was 
between the two railings under the platform when 
I heard Captain Shortland give the order to fire; 
I saw him then at the head of the troops, about 
the centre of the yard, close in front of them; 
when I heard the word to fire, I retreated into 
yard No.4; had just got inside the gate when it 
began ; it began immediately by a volley, not by 
a single musket; I am sure it began by a volley; 
I do not know how Captain Shortland escaped ; 
I suppose he knew how to take care of himself, 
and that his own men would not fire on him; he 
appeared to me to be standing close to the sol- 
diers; I saw no stones thrown before the firing 
began; I do not know that I could have seen 
them ; the prisoners were trying to get into No. 
3 quietly, when the soldiers fired into it; I did 
not see any resistance among them. (This pris- 
oner has a midshipman’s warrant in the United 
States Navy, and a furlough.) 

John Slater, citizen of the United States, be- 
ing sworn, says: I do not know an American 
prisoner named Roberts; I have been confined 
here above six months; I know of no concert 
among the prisoners to break out by force, only 
attempts of individuals to escape at different 
times; I was at the gate No.7; I was passing 
between Nos, 6 and 7 with two more men, when 
a party of five soldiers, I think, crossed at the fur- 
ther end of the prison from us; one man named 
Washington fell, but whether {rom the firing of 
this party, or from the ramparts, I do not know; 
he fell against me and knocked me down; I got 
up and ran away to my own prison, No. 5 ; there 
were only three prisoners on the spot where he 
was shot; the shot went through his temple. 

Enoch Burnham, citizen of the United States, 
being sworn. (His evidence before the coroner 
was read to him, and he said it was all correct, 
and that he had nothing to add to it.) 


Alexander Marshall, citizen of the United 
States, being sworn, says: I belong to prison No. 
1; there were not more than fifty prisoners in the 
square when the soldiers charged; they charged 
as upon an enemy; they began firing, and I ran 
to No, 1 gate to get to my prison, but was nearly 
ten minutes before I could, on account of the 
press of the prisoners; there were about four 
hundred soldiers in the market square. 


Cornelius Rowe, citizen of the United States, 
being sworn, says: 1 belong to No. 1 prison; $ 
went to the breach ; those about it told me it was 
made to get back a ball; they afterwards ran to- 
wards the gate No. 7,saying it was to shut it . 
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against the military; I saw the military come 
down the square, and heard Captain Shortland 
order them to charge; at which time there were 
about forty or fifty prisoners in the square; I 
made towards my prison, and just as I got into 
the yard there was a firing, and the prisoners 
were rushing as fast as possible to their own pris- 
-ons; they shut the gate behind them; there were 
about one hundred and fifty soldiers in the square. 


William Dewetter, citizen of the United States, 
being sworn, says: I ran towards the gate to see 
what was the matter; on arriving, I saw the sol- 
diers charge; I turned round, and just as I got 
inside the inner gate shots were fired ; one grazed 
‘the side of my head, which made me giddy, and 
‘turned me round two or three times; I saw a pri- 
soner named Mann fall; went to him and took him 
up; the balls flew about so thick that if there 
‘was one I suppose there were one thousand. 


Thomas Tindale, citizen of the United States, 
being sworn, says: I was under the platform; 
saw the soldiers coming down the market square, 
and heard Captain Shortland give orders to fire; 
he was then about the centre, and in front of the 
soldiers; he had on a blue coat, but without epau- 
lettes; he had a drawn sword in his hand; he 
gave orders twice to fire; I was not ten steps 
from him when I heard him; I heard every word 
he said; I saw him plainly; the firing commenced 
by one musket first, then two, and afterwards a 
whole volley; the firing began when Captain 
Shortland gave the word the second time; I 
heard Captain Shortland tell the soldiers to fire 
low; he was then still in front of the soldiers; 
I believe he was standing before the muzzles of 
the foremost muskets; the soldiers were formed 
two deep; when the balls began to fly thick, I 
escaped into No. 3,and saw no more of what 
passed afterwards; when I heard the order to fire, 
Iwas about the middle of gate No. 4; the sol- 
diers charged up to the railings, and then fell back 
four or five paces, when Captain Shortland gave 
the order to fire: 

Jolin C. Rowles, citizen of the United States, 
being sworn, says: I saw forty or fifty prisoners 
in the market square when the soldiers were 
drawn up. 


Thomas George Shortland, captain royal navy, 
commanding at the depot, being sworn, says: 
On the evening of the 6th April, a little before 
seven o'clock, Mr. Holmden, first clerk, came to 
my house and informed me there was a disposi- 
tion of the prisoners to be riotous,as they had 
got between the railings and wall of No. 7 yard, 
and there were a number of people collected in 
No. 7 yard; in consequence, I walked down to 
the upper gates: on coming there, I was informed 
the prison barrack wall had been breached. I 
went to that yard and saw a large hole, and the 
military guarding it under an officer whom I 
since knew to be Lieutenant Avelyn; on getting 
to the breach I observed the prisoners using an 
iron bar to enlarge it. I remonstrated, and told 
them it was the prison barrack yard, and that it 
would be dangerous for them to attempt to force 


it; the prisoners shouted, and threw stones 
through the breach, and still continued at times 
toenlarge it. I then heard some one say, “They 
are breaching the wall above the cook house in 
the prison barrack yard,’’ and nearly at the same 
time there was a call out that they were forcing 
the lower gates. while I was still in the lower 
barrack yard. I immediately left the yard, and 
Lientenant Avelyn followed me, leaving the 
breach with a party and a sergeant; when I ar- 
rived at the blacksmith’s shop, I saw a rush of 
prisoners between the iron rails under the plat- 
form; the gate was at this time forced, and the 
prisoners were without the gates, in the market 
square, where they were not allowed to be; see- 
ing this, and having in my mind the breach in 
the barrack wall, and the reported breach above 
the cook house; bearing this in mind, with the 
reported threats that had been constantly told me 
that the prisoners would liberate themselves on 
or before the 10th April, I ordered the-alarm-bell 
to be rung: at this time part of the west guard, 
which is called the piquet, had gone round to 
turn the prisoners out of the railway in No. 7 
yard, and another part of the same piquet was in 
the prison barrack yard; so that the force was 
reduced to the north guard only. Lieutenant 
Avelyn formed that guard and marched down 
‘into the market square. I preceded them, and 
about half-way down the guard formed in a line, 
this keeping their left close to the hospital wall; at 
time I should suppose there were from four to 
five hundred prisoners in the market square. I 
was perfectly unarmed, and went down to re- 
monstrate with them, using all the persuasions 
in my power to make them return to their pris- 
ons, stating that the military guard was formed 
above them, and it was dangerous to attempt to 
use force. I was, at this time, about six paces in 
front of the guard; the prisoners kept still press- 
ing up, and pressing me on the military; they 
appeared to want to get round the left of the mili- 
‘tary, keeping close to the hospital wall. At this 
time I looked back, and said, “For God’s sake, 
soldiers, keep your ground;” bearing in mind 
that there was not a single soldier above these to 
prevent escape through the outer gates; almost 
immediately, about twelve or filteen soldiers 
charged down towards No. 1, towards the hospi- 
tal gates, about five or six paces, and they re- 
turned into line again. I was still at this time in 
front, and had gone forward again, urging the 
prisoners, who had retreated, when a discharge of 
musketry took place; while I was in that posi- 
tion, being tothe right of the centre of the guard, 
and not near the hospital wall, a musket ball 
grazed my temple in that discharge, when I re- 
treated into line with the soldiers; the prisoners 
retreated and advanced again, and about this time 
Major Jollifi came down. There was a call of 
“ wounded men” from the prisoners, upon whieh 
I called to the turnkeys to assist in passing the 
wounded through the line of military, as they 
would not allow the prisoners to pass with 
them. While this was doing, there was another 
‘discharge both to my right and left. Those 
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near me did not fire at this time, as, whenever I 
could, I had requested them to desist; the turn- 
keys came down, (this was after the second dis- 
charge,) and I was busily employed with Mr. 
Mitchell in directing the removal of the wounded 
up to the hospital. I can say nothing more of 
‘discharges of muskets in the market square. I 
only observed two discharges there. I heard 
some from the prison yards and from the ram- 
parts. I was in the market square the whole 
time till the firing ceased, when Major Jolliff 
came down to the market square. I gave myself 
no further thoughts to the military, my whole 
mind being occupied in directing. assistance to 
the wounded. I repeatedly said to the prisoners, 
“For God’s sake, go to your prisons,” previously 
to the firing, and between the discharges; for, 
being between the soldiers and them, I was 
warned by some of the former to keep clear of 
their fire, otherwise I should be shot. After the 
firing had ceased, and I got the receiving house 
door open to receive the wounded, I went into 
the north prison yard to see the prisoners shut 
up; the turnkey. (Nicholls) of No. 1 had got them 
all in, but the door was not secured, but which 
‘was soon effected by the military without firing. 
All the troops were marched out before I saw 
anything more: I was in my undress uniform, 
and was perfectly unarmed. E never did give an 
order to fire; and in support of this I can say, I 
stated in. my official letter to General Brown, 
that Major Jolliff gave the orders to fire, conceiv- 
ing he had done so, from seeing the major appear 
at that moment. Indeed, in a former conversa- 
tion with General Brown, in the presence of Ma- 
jor Gladding, being asked whether, if an attempt 
were made to resist the authority of the depot, 
I should order the military. to fire, I told General 
Brown, as well as the major, that I did not think 
myself authorized to command the military to 
fire, because it was their duty to do it when they 
thought it necessary. I do not recollect a sus- 
pension of the ringing of the bell and then com- 
mencing again; it was a continual ringing. I 
ordered it in conséquence of seeing that the pris- 
oners had broken through the breach in the wall 
and the other reported breach. I did not hear 


any order to fire; it must be understood that I. 


was with the prisoners, who were making a great 
noise, hurraing and rioting at the time. 

The two best prisons (as the prisoners call 
them) are the two smallest, and I do not conceive 
them to be the best, as the others are the most 
roomy,and have been put in a state of repair 
since the release of the French prisoners ; those 
two (which are Nos. 2 and 6) have not. Being 
smaller, we keep one of them for a receiving 

. prison for any draughts of prisoners who may 
come in of a sudden wet and fatigued; the other, 
when Doctor Baird, inspector of hospitals, was 
down, he requested might be reserved for particu- 
lar cases of contagion, as a sort of quarantine 
receiving house for newly arrived prisoners, to 
prevent contagion spreading; the prisoners have 
been distributed nearly according to the directions 
of Doctor Baird, (he having power to alter the 


distribution on his visits.) The provisions of all 
the prisoners were stopped by the transport buard’s 
direction, for undermining the prisons. I remon- 
strated with them that the innocent would suffer 
wiih the guilty ; but they replied that it must be 
so, as in ail general transactions of the kind. I 
was not out of the market square until all the 
firing had ceased; I was not in No. 7 yard until 
an hour after the whole was over. Gatchell’s 
statement, about my running down that yard, is 
not true. I recollect a man coming up the mar- 
ket square with a wounded man, and after being 
told to go away he would not, and I gave hima 
push; he said that I must recollect I had struck 
him, but I made him no answer. Taking into 
consideration the Spparepi temper and resolution 
of the prisoners, and my remonstrances having 
no effect, I do not think they could have been 
driven back without firing; without the firing, I 
think they might have forced the guard, which 
they were in the attempt to do; if that guard 
had been forced, the depot would have been lost. 
On all occasions when the market was stopped, 
or any measure of the kind was taken, it was 
reported to the Transport Board, along with the 
reasons for it, and they sometimes directed the 
stoppage to be continued. I am in the habit of 
reporting it after it is done. (Captain Shortland 
read the copy of a letter to the Transport Board, 
dated 14th February, 1815: it states, that, in con- 
sequence of the escape of Simon Hayes, who 
had been directed by the board to be kept in close 
confinement in the Cachot, and his taking refuge 
among the prisoners, and the disorderly conduct 
of the prisoners in not allowing the lamplighters 
to do their duty, he had stopped the market; and 
be read their answer, dated 16th February, ap- 
proving of the measure in consequence of the 
reasons he stated.) The market has not been 
stopped more than twice. The first time was on 


‘the 24th October, 1814, on account of the prison- 
-ers not permitting themselves to be counted out 


of their prisons in the morning, which was neces- 
sary to ascertain if there was any escape. Ina 
letter of the 27th, the board approved of the mea- 
sure. In consequence of this, and. the riotous 
conduct of the prisoners, Captain Shortland 
stated several arrangements he had made since 
he came to the depot for the welfare of the pris- 
Oners; among others, the following. On one 
occasion, when orders had been sent to remove 
the stoves from the prison, on account of the 
health of the prisoners, he wrote a very strong 
letter to the board, urging that they might be re- 
tained, as they were very instrumental to the 
comfort of the prisoners. All the letters from 
prisoners to himself he opened and answered, and 
he keeps a clerk for the mere purpose of keeping 
accounts of moneys received for the prisoners, 

He dates the commencement of the antipathy 
of the prisoners to him from the time when he 
got the Transport Board to prosecute some men 
for tattooing others; and states, that till that he 
was on good terms with them, going down at all 
times among them, as he used among the French 
prisoners. 
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Deposition of John C. Clement. 

I sailed from New York the 9th January, 1813, 
on board the brig Star, Captain Reed, for Bor- 
deaux, and was captured on the 9th February 
following, in the Bay of Biscay, by His Britan- 
nie Majesty’s ship Superb, (74,) Honorable Sir 
Charles Paget, commander. Went into Basque 
Roads, where, with other prisoners, I was put on 
board the Warspite, (74,) Captain Sir Henry 
Blackwood ; proceeded in her to Plymouth, (Eng- 
land,) and on 19th March was sent on board the 
Hector, prison ship. On the 2d April, two hun- 
dred and fifty of us, American seamen, were 
marched to Dartmoor prison, where we were 
stowed in among nine or ten thousand French 
prisoners, who were in a filthy, dirty condition. 
During our confinement, Shortland, the keeper, 
repeatedly stopped our markets for several days 
| ata time, without any provocation, or giving any 
reasons for this conduct, and our provisions were 
repeatedly short, not having our full allowance 
issued us. Shortland attempted several times to 
give us bad bread and provisions, and was guilty 
of many acts tending to irritate us, and render 
our situation very uncomfortable. On the 5th of 
April last, particularly, he gave orders to the con- 
tractors to serve us bad bread, which the prison- 
ers would not receive, and, at the usual hour of 
closing the prisons, the tarnkeys came to shut us 
in for the night; but we proceeded in a body to 
the market square, where an officer of the guard, 
on our representations to him, (Shortland then 
being absent to Plymouth,) advised us to return 
to our prisons, and he would have the bread sent 
us; which was done, and we retired to rest about 
twelve at night. 

On the 6th of April, (the following day,) at 6 
P.M., while a number of American prisoners were 
playing ball in yard No. 7, where a small hole, 
the size of a large pane of glass, sufficiently large 
to admit a boy or small man to pass through, had 
been made by some person or persons for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the ball when it flew over the 
wall intoa large yard enclosed by high walls, 
(wherein the soldiers were stationed in the bar- 
racks:) at 6 P. M.. as before mentioned, Captain 
Shortland, the keeper, entered the gate of No. 1, 
with 250 or 300 soldiers, armed with muskets and 
bayonets, the alarm-bell ringing at the same time, 
when he (Shortland) ordered one of the soldiers 
to fire at the prisoners in yard No. 1: the soldier 
not willingly obeying, he snatched a musket from 
one of them, and shot a prisoner. The soldiers 
then commenced firing on the prisoners, who 
were then sallying out of their prisons to learn 
the cause of the firing; the soldiers continuing at 
the same time to re-load and fire on them. Four 
or five soldiers proceeded at this time also to the 
extremity of the yard in pursuit of the flying 
prisoners, and, as they cried for quarters, they re- 
pied. *Noquarter shall be given you, you damned 

ankee rascals,” or similar words, and instantly 
shot the flying prisoners. Shortland and the sol- 
diers then proceeded to prison No. 3, (No. 2 being 

empty and closed,) where they fired through the 
Windows and doors on the prisoners inside, and 


shot through the heart one man while in the act 
of drinking a can of beer, and wounded another 
as he was endeavoring to escape up stairs; they 
then proceeded to yard No. 4, where the second 
lieutenant, snatching a musket out of a soldier’s 
hand, shot a boy ; soldiers firing at the same time 
into the prison, through the doors and windows. 
After having received a reinforcement of soldiers 
they proceeded to yard No. 7, where they com- 
menced an indiscriminate fire on the prisoners 
while they were flying to escape into their prisons. 

On this day there were seven prisoners killed 
on the spot, and thirty-eight wounded, three of 
whom died two days after. 

On the 7th of April a coroner’s inquest was. 
held, composed of American prisoners, (the offi- 
cers of the prison being present, all save Captain 
Shortland,) when a verdict of * wilfal murder” 
was brought in. On the 8th the coroner’s inquest 
was held, composed of a number of neighboring 
farmers, who returned a verdict of “ justifiable 
homicide.” On the 9th, Admiral Rowley and a 
British post captain arrived at the prison from 
Plymouth, by direction of the Transport Board, to 
inquire of the prisoners into the transaction. Du- 
ring our confinement the American agent (Beas- 
ley) did not give us, say [rom the 2d April, 1813, 
to March, 1814, the 6s. 8d. sterling per month, as 
well as the suit of clothes allowed us annually by 
our Government, which money and clothes the 
prisoners have never received; and when I, with 
two hundred and fifty others, were released from 
prison, there were likewise a shirt, pair of shoes, 
and 6s. 8d. due us, which we never received. 
The prisoners had applied to Beasley repeatedly for 
what was due them, but received no satisfaction. 

He never visited the prisons but once during 
two years and upwards I was there. The two 
hundred and fifty prisoners (and among them my- 
self) were released from prison on the 20th of 
April last, and proceeded to Plymouth, and were 
put on board the cartel Maria Christiana, and ar- 
rived at New York on 5th of June, 1815. I did 
not know, nor did I hear of a plot or scheme of 
escape out of prison, as alleged by Shortland, in 


justification of his attack on us of the 6th April; 


on the contrary, it is my firm belief, if the gates 
had been thrown open to usat this time, none of us 
would have sallied forth to escape, because, being 
most of us destitute of money, (the agent having 
withheld our pay;) numbers of us miserably 
clothed, and without shoes, (also withheld from 
us ;) numbers having walked, when released from 
prison, barefoot to Plymouth ; through fear also 
of being arrested and closely confined, or, what 
was more probable, impressed into the British 
service, at a time when there was a very hot im- 
pressment going on in England; because having 
also heard, some weeks previous, of peace having 
taken place between Great Britain and America, 
which would release us from prison. a 
I know of no cause or reason that can justily 
the unprovoked attack upon us by Shortland and 
the soldiery, but do verily believe that the thing 
was wantonly, wickedly, and maliciously premed- 
itated by Shortland and his officers, to spill the 
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blood and destroy a number of unarmed, defence- 
less American seamen. . 
Everything I have stated, I do, to the best of 
my recollection, believe to be, without the least 
exaggeration, strictly true. 
JOHN C. CLEMENT. 


Affirmed before JOHN GEYER, 
An Alderman of Philadelphia. 


Jone 19, 1815. 


List of papers in packet marked C. 


Extracts of a letter from the Commissary Gen- 
eral of Prisoners to R. G. Beasley, Esq., Amer- 
ican agent for prisoners of war in England, dated 
March 6, 1815. 

Letter of the Commissary General of Prisoners 
to George Barton, Esq, dated March 6, 1815. 

Table of provisions to be allowed to prisoners 
of war, whether American or British, on board 
of vessels transporting them. 

Letter from R. G. Beasley to the Commissary 
General of Prisoners, dated April 13, 1815. 

Letter of Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley, 
dated Transport Office, April 10, 1815. 

Letter of J. P. Morier to R. G. Beasley, dated 
Foreign Office, April 11, 1815. 

Letter of J. W. Croker to J. P. Morier, dated 
Admiralty Office, April 10, 1815. 

Letter from R. G. Beasley to the Commissary 
General of Prisoners, dated April 15, 1815. 

. Report of the Committee of the American 
prisoners confined at Dartmoor, dated April 7, 
1815. 

Letter of R. G. Beasley to the Commissary 
General of Prisoners, dated April 18, 1815. 

List of prisoners wounded on the evening of 
the 6th April, 1815, signed by George Magrath, 
surgeon. 

A retarn of American prisoners of war who 
were killed and wounded in an attempt to force 
the military guard at Dartmoor prison on the 
evening of the 6th April, 1815, signed “ Thomas 
George Shortland, agent; George Magrath, sur- 

eon. 

: Letter of Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley, 
dated Transport Office, April 19, 1815. : 

Letter of R. G. Beasley to the Commissary 
General of Prisoners, dated April 30, 1815. 

Extract of a letter from R. G. Beasley to the 
Commissary General of Prisoners, dated October 
10, 1815. 

Letter of R. G. Beasley to Alexander McLeay, 
dated January 1, 1815. 

Letter of Alexander MeLeay to R. G. Beasley, 
dated Transport Office, January 21, 1815. € 

Letter of R. G. Beasley to Alexander MeLeay, 
dated March 15, 1815. 

Letter of Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley, 
dated Transport Office, March 15, 1815. - 

Extract of a letter from R. G. Beasley to the 
committee of American prisoners of war at Dart- 
moor, dated March 22, 1815. 

Letter of R. G. Beaslay to the American pris- 
oners of war at Ashburton, dated March 23, 1815 


Letter of R. G. Beasley to Captain Shortland, 
dated March 25, 1815. i ; 
Letter of R. G. Beasley to Dr. George Magrath, 
surgeon of Dartmoor prison, dated March 31, 1815. 
Letter of R. G. Beasley to the committee of 
American prisoners of war at Dartmoor, dated 
March 31, 1815. 


Cc 


Extracts of a letter from the Commissary General of 
Prisoners to Reuben G. Beasley, Esg., American 
Agent for Prisoners in England, dated 


Marcu 6, 1815. 

I have received your letters of November 17th, 
December 21st and 31st last, by the British sloop 
of war Favorite. I could write you nothing de- 
finitive by the return of that vessel, in relation to 
the arrangements to be made in England for the 
restoration of our prisoners held there, as I could 
not, until after the time her despatches left the 
Seat of Government of the United States, come 
to an understanding with Mr. Baker, Chargé des 
Affaires for His Britannic Majesty, as to the 
terms and manner of restoring the prisoners on 
both sides under the treaty. 

I now enclose you a correspondence begun on 
the 22d February, and concluded on the 28th, on 
that subject; by this you will perecive the con- 
struction which is given here in relation to this 
point,and that Mr. Baker has declined in any way 
to commit his Government; and that, in order to 
produce as little expense and delay as possible to 
either Government in the operation, I have given 
him the election of several propositions, (after he 
declined to proceed on the principle which I had 
presumed to exist, and which in his letter of the 
23d February he appears to admit;) that each 
party should restore to the country from which 
taken the prisoners held by it; and that the pro 
position he has accepted embraced the transpor 
tation of all the prisoners, British and American, 
at English or American stations in this quarter, 
at the expense, in the first instance, of this Gov- 
ernment; the accounts to be adjusted hereafter, 
according to justice and the terms of the treaty 
between the two Governments. Preparations are 
now actually going on for the immediate removal 
and transportation of all the British prisoners we 
now hold in this country ; in numbers probably 
about 3,590, military and maritime. 

The question, you will remark, as to the resto- 
ration of American prisoners in England, is left 
open. You are requested, immediately on the 
reception of this letter, to communicate the cor- 
respondence with Mr, Baker to the proper author- 
ity of the British Government, to show what is 
doing here in relation to the delivery and receipt 
af prisoners of both countries, and to state that 
the liberal proposition, of taking upon ourselves 
the transportation both of British and American 
prisoners, and to make the requisite advances for 
this purpose, was offered in that spirit of amity 
which it was deemed, on the happy return of 
peace between the two nations, to belong to the 
case; to insure the most speedy relief to the un- 
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fortunate men held in durayce by either; and to 
lessen the expense as much as possible to both 
Governments; and with an express reservation 
of the construction of the treaty, as given here 
without commitment of the principle contended 
for by us, that is, that each party should pay the 
expense of the transportation and delivery of the 
prisoners held by it; that the operation will be 
performed in the most economical manner prac- 
ticable; and accurate lists of prisoners and ac- 
counts kept for the final adjustment of an account 
between thetwo Governments. And you will 
require of the British Government to transport 
and deliver all the American prisoners now in 
England, or elsewhere, not embraced in the ar- 
rangement with Mr. Baker, in the most speedy 
and convenient manner. If this be consented to, 
(as I trust it will,) you will ask to be permitted 
to make the same kind of interference which has 
been afforded here to the British agents, as by the 
enclosed copy of a letter to Mr. Barton (delegated 
by Mr. Baker) of the 6th instant. 

You will request that the same rations be al- 
lowed to our prisoners-which are supplied on 
board ships to the British prisoners about to be 
transported from this country, and that a suffi- 
eiency of sound stores be laid in to supply them 
for ninety days; and you will apply for permis- 
sion to place on board each transport an agent on 
whom you can rely, who shall have power to in- 
spect the stores and accommodations, and see that 
the prisoners are regularly and properly supplied. 
Persons proper for these agencies may, no doubt, 
be found among the American masters and mates, 
now prisoners in England, to whom it will be 
right to make some reasonable compensation for 
their trouble—say 30 or 40 dollars per month; 
and you will instruct eth in writing, and direct 
them to make report, on their arrival, to this 
office. You will require, also, that the British 
Government put a surgeon on board each vessel, 
supplied with a proper quantity of medicine and 
medical stores, as has been done here. 

ln the embarcation and distribution, as to the 

orts of delivery here, you will have examined 
carefully all the lists; endeavor, as much äs pos- 
sible, so to assort the prisoners as that each may 
be placed, as far as is conveniently practicable, 
nearest his home, or, more properly speaking, to 
the port from which he sailed; and, for this pur- 
pose, you will designate for the destination of the 
transports four of our principal ports along the 
coast; that isto say, Boston, New York, Norfolk, 
and Charleston. [have named those near the 
ocean as being most easy of access, and less liable, 
on that account, to objection. To prevent com- 
plaint, it will be proper, with as few exceptions as 
possible, to send those prisoners first who have 
been longest in captivity. There is no other rule 
that carries so much justice with it; and it is 
naturally to be expected that, after such long and 
severe confinement, the anxiety of our unfortu- 
nate citizens, so held, to be released, will be very 
great; and preferences out of turn will be viewed 
with great jealousy and discontent. 

It remains to point out to you what is to be 


done, should the British Government, under all 
the circumstances stated, refuse to restore to us 
our prisoners in England at its expense. After 
making all proper efforts on this point, and with 
as little delay as possible, should you fail, there 
will be nothing left (having first protested in a 
respectful but firm manner against such refusal, 
should it happen, and giving notice thatan accu- 
rate account will be kept of all expenditures made 
by us, in this part of the transaction, for future 
adjustment under the terms of the treaty) but to 
take the most speedy and effectual measures of 
transporting them, at the expense of this Govern- 
ment, in the first instance at least, to the United 
States. 

Ihave been particular in my instructions in 
this letter inendeavoring tuanticipate alternatives, 
and to put you fully in possession of my ideas 
on all the points that occur to me at present, in 
order that you may be prepared to proceed, im- 
mediately on its reception, in some one course, 
without a moment's delay. The operation you 
will have to perform, whatever course be taken, 
is one of much consequence in every view; im- 
portant to the Government, in affording the most 
speedy relief possible to our countrymen placed 
in the hands of its late enemy by the fate of war ; 
highly interesting to these unfortunate men, 
whose anxiety to return to their country and 
friends must increase with the knowledge of the 
end of the war, and the expectation that nothing 
but forms and want of opportunity now retard 
their departure; and of great consideration to the 
commercial interest of the United States, to have 
restored to it so many valuable seamen with as 
little delay as possible. 

Your zeal and activity are, therefore, fully 
counted on, to do all that may depend on you to 
conduct this business to the best advantage, in all 
its bearings, and with the requisite economy. 

I particularly recommend that you do not per- 


‘mit the interchange of sentiments, in negotiation 


with the British Government, as to the mode and 
expense of transportation, to be spun out. It will 
be expected that it will be prompt in deciding on 
the course it may determine to take in that mat- 
ler. You will be readily able to show the neces- 
sity of an immediate decision. 


From the Commissary General of Prisoners to George 
Barton, Esq. 
Orrice Comm’ry GEN. OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, March 6, 1815. 
Sır: Having been referred to you by Anthony 
St. John Baker, Esq., Chargé des Affaires of His 
Britannic Majesty in the United States, in rela- 
tion to the steps necessary to be taken to cary 
into execution the restoration of the prisoners of 
war, American and British, held in the United 
States, Canada, Nova Scotia, and the West In- 
dies, according to the understanding which has 
taken place between him and myself, (of the na- 
ture of which vou are apprized,) I have the honor 
to inform you that orders, some days ago, have 
been given for the immediate march of all the 
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British prisoners captured on land or the lakes 
to the frontiers of Canada, to be delivered at or 
near Odletown, and for the immediate embarca- 
tion, in commodious vessels, of all the maritime 
prisoners held at New York, Providence, Rhode 
Island, Salem, and at any port east of Salem, 
(comprising all the prisoners, indeed, held at or 
east of New York,) for Halifax. These will be 
transported in the public cartel ships Perseverance 
and Analostan, and an additional private trans- 
port ordered to be taken up at Salem. All the 
prisoners held at New York or Providence will 
be sent from Providence in the Perseverance or 
Analostan, whichever is first ready ; and those 
at Salem, or cast of it, or at any intermediate 
port, will be sent in the other public ship, and 
in the private ship from Salem. The Brit- 
ish prisoners at Philadelphia have been ordered 
this day to be removed to New York, where 
they will be embarked in the frigate John 
Adams, armed en flute, for Bermuda. Those 
who were held in the waters of the Chesapeake 
have been ordered to be delivered on board the 
British public ships now in those waters, by an 
understanding had with the senior officer, (Cap- 
tain Clavell, of the frigate Orlando,) and, it is 
presumed, have been by this time received by 
him. All those in North or South Carolina, or 
Georgia, will be, as soon as practicable, embarked 
from Wilmington, Charleston, and Savannah, 
for Bermuda, in public ships or private transports. 
As soon asthe vessels are designated, which will 
be in a few days, you will be informed. Orders 
have been sent to the marshal of Orleans to col- 
lect and deliver, forthwith, all the British pris- 
oners in that State, and the adjoining Territories, 
to the British officer commanding in those wa- 
ters; and it is presumed they will reach him 
time enough to dispose of them before your pub- 
lic ships withdraw from that quarter. All these 
arrangements have been made, or are now in 
train, as I believe, according to the detail settled 
in different conversations between you and my- 
self. If there is anything in what I have stated 
different from your understanding of it, I shall be 
glad, as far as is in my power, to conform to it. 
I have given particular orders that the British 
prisoners be not put in such numbers on board 
the vessels transporting them as to crowd them 
improperly, and am willing, if you think proper, 
that this shall be regulated by a certain number 
of men per ton. I have directed that sound and 
wholesome provisions, and plenty of water, be 
laid in for them, and served out on the passage 
in rations, as by the enclosed table ; that a sur- 
geon be allotted to each ship, provided with a 
proper quantity of medical and hospital stores; 
and I have direeted the agents of this office, at 
the ports from which the prisoners are to be em- 
barked, to make provision on board each ship 
for the accommodation of an agent, to be put on 
board by you, if you think proper to do so, to 
superintend the treatment and accommodation of 
the prisoners, and to inspect the quantily and 
quality of the provisions issued to them on the 
passage; and the masters of the respective ships 


will be instructed to respect such agents on your 
part in the performance of the. duties assigned 
them. i 

In conformity with the request made in your 
letter of the 25th February, I have directed the 
marshal of North Carolina, and all the other 
marshals of the different States having charge of 
British prisoners, to release all the British prison- 
ers, officers in their districts, respectively, whether 
of public or private service, who may not choose 
to wait the sailing of the cartels, and to permit 
them to leave the country at their option and ex- 
pense. 

I have ordered that all the British maritime 
prisoners be held and subsisted, as heretofore, at 
the several depots, until they are regularly em- 
barked. If it be your wish, however, that any 
portion of these, other than those you have already 
designated for that purpose, should be discharged 
in the United States, it shall be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

J. MASON. - 

Georce Barton, Esq. 


Table of provisions to be allowed to prisoners, whether 


American or British, on board of vessels transport- 
ing them. 


Days. Allowance for each person. 
Sunday 1 lb. beef, 1b. bread, 4 Ib. potatoes. 
Monday 1 Ib. beef, 1b. bread, 4 1b. potatoes. 
Tuesday 1b. pork, 1b. bread, 4 pint peas. 
Wednesday 1 lb.“beef, 1b. bread, $ Ib, potatoes. 
Thursday 1 Ib. beef, 1b. bread, 4 lb. potatoes. 
Friday 1 Ib. pork, 1b. bread, 4 pint peas. 


Saturday 1b. beef, 1 Ib. bread, 
1 gill of vinegar per week. 
3 quarts of water per day. 


4 Ib. potatoes. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Beef Žž - - - 5 pounds per man per week. 
Pork - - - 2 do. do. do. 
Bread - - - 7 do. do. do. 
Potatoes - - - 24 do. do. do. 
Peas - - - 1 pint do. do., 
Vinegar - - - I gill do. do. 
Water - - - 21 quarts do. do. 
Orricsz or Comm’ RY GEN. or Prisoners. 
J. MASON. 
From R. G. Beasley to the Commissary General of 


Prisoners. 


Lonpon, April 13, 1815. 

Sır: I had the honor to receive yesterday your 
letters of the 15th January, 6th, (two,) and 8th of 
March. I shall avail myself of the earliest occa- 
sion to notice their contents. In the mean time, 
Ihave to inform you that I have communicated to 
the Transport Board the correspondence hetween 
yourself and Mr. Baker on the subject of the re- 
storation of prisoners, and have called on them to 
undertake the transportation to the United States 
of our prisoners in this country. Prior, however, 
to the receipt of your letter on this subject, I had 
engaged in this port nine ships for the convey- 
ance of our prisoners, several of which have 
sailed for Plymouth to take them on board, I, 
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in the first instance, endeavored to engage vessels 
at Portsmouth and Plymouth; but the turn of 
affairs in France having induced this Govern- 
ment to take up transports for the conveyance of 
troops, I could obtain none in those ports. 

Itis with extreme regret I have to state, that 
on the 6th instant the guard of the depot at Dart- 
moor, by order of the agent, fired on the Ameri- 
can prisoners, killed five,and wounded thirty- 
four. I transmit, herewith, two reports of this 
unfortunate affair, (one from the Transport Board, 
and one from the Admiralty Office, through the 
Foreign Office.) 

By the latter you will perceive that the pris- 
oners are accused of having attempted to liberate 
themselves by force, and are stated to have been 
urged to this by the impression they were under 
that their own Government had neglected to 
provide means for their early conveyance home. 

As the prisoners have been constantly informed 
of the exertions made by me for their release, 
and as on this occasion [had written twice to 
let them know the number of vessels taken up 
for their conveyance home, and the time they 
might be expected at Plymouth, it is difficult to 
believe, under such circumstances, that this is 
really the cause of this melancholy occurrence. 
I shall, therefore, inquire most minutely into all 
the circumstances attending it, and shall commu- 
nicate the result to you, as also the names of 
those who have been killed and wounded. 

Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. G. BEASLEY. 

The Hon. Joun Mason, &c. 


From Alexander McLeay to R, G. Beasley. 
Transport Orrics, April 10,1815. 


Sir: Iam directed by the Commissioners for 
the transport service, &c. to acquaint you, that, 
by a letter this day received from Captain Short- 
land, the agent for prisoners of war at Dartmoor 
prison, it appears that on the 6th instant the 
American prisoners confined at that depot made 
a breach in the prison wall, and attempted to 
liberate themselves, by making a violent attack 
on the guard; and that it became indispensably 
necessary, in order to quell the revolt, for the 
guard to fire upon them; in consequence of which 
five of the prisoners were killed and thirty-three 
‘were wounded. 

Tam further directed to observe, that it is much 
to be lamented that the extreme impatience of 
these unfortunate men to be discharged, at a 
time that measures were in a train for thcir liber- 
ation, should have produced such melancholy 
consequences. Lam, &c. 

ALEX. McLLAY, Secretary. 

R., G. Beaszey, Esq. 


From J. P. Morier to R. G. Beasley. 
Foreten Orrice, April 11, 1815. 


Sır: J lose no time in transmitting to you the 
copy of a letter which I have received frum Mr. 
Crocker, of the Admiralty, giving a circumstan- 


tial account of the alarming riot which broke out 
on the 6th instant amongst the American prison- 
ers of war confined at Dartmoor, and of the meas- 
ures which it became necessary to pursue for the 
purpose of restoring order; and I am directed by 
Lord Castlereagh to request that you will take 
an early opportunity of forwarding this statement 
of the unfortunate event to your Government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 


humble servant, 
J. P. MORIER. 
R. G. Beasuey, Esq. 


From J. W. Croker to J. P. Morier. 


ADMIRALTY Orrice, April 10, 1815. 

Str: My Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty think it right to acquaint Lord Castlereagh 
that, on the evening of the 6th instant, a very 
alarming riot broke out among the American 
prisoners of war confined at Dartmoor. The 
rioters, it appears, endeavored to overpower the 
guard, to foree the prison, and had actually seized 
the arms of some of the soldiers, and made a 
breach in the walls of the depot, when the guard 
found itself obliged to have recourse to their fire~ 
arms, and five of the rioters were killed and thirty- 
three wounded; after which the tumult subsided, 
and the depot was placed in a state of tranquil- 
lity and security. 

Admiral Sir 5: T. Duckworth, Commander-in- 
Chief at Plymouth, having received information 
of this unfortunate event, lost no time in directing 
Rear-Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, Bart. and K. 
B., and Captain Shornberg, the two senior offi- 
cers at that port, to proceed to Dartmoor, and to 
inquire into the circumstances. Those officers 
accordingly repaired to the depot, where they 
found, on examination of the officers of the depot, 
and all the American prisoners who were called 
before them, that the circumstances of the riot 
were as before stated, and that no excuse could 
be assigned for the conduct of the prisoners but 
their impatience to be released; and the Ameri- 
cans unanimously declared that their complaint 
of delay was not against the British Government, 
but against their own, which ought to have sent 
means for their early conveyance home; and, in 
replies to distinct questions to that effect, they 
declared they had no ground of complaint what- 
soever. 

Their Lordships think it right to add, that, on 
the 15th of last month, they directed the Trans- 
port Board to take measures for carrying the arti- 
cle of the treaty for the release of American 
prisoners into effect ; and again, on the 30th uli- 
mo, I was directed to write to know what steps 
had been taken under these directions; and the 
Transport Board answered, in their letter of the 
next day, that they had communicated with Mr. 
Beasley, the American agent, on the subject, 
who had acquainted them that he had already 
provided some transports, and was employed ia 
procuring others, for the conveyance of the pris- 
oners to America. 

It will be for Lord Castlereagh to judge whether 
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it may.not be proper to make a communication 

on this subject to the American Government. © 
Iam, &c. J. W. CROKER. 

.J. P. Morigr, Esq. 


From R. G. Beasley to the Commissary General of 
Prisoners. ass 
Lonpon, April 15, 1815. 

Sir: I enclose a copy of the report of the com- 
mittee of our prisoners on the lamentable transac- 
tion of the 6th instant, which I communicated to 
you on the 13th, with a statement from the Ad- 
miralty office on that subject. . 

I have transmitted a copy of the report of the 
committee to Lord Castlereagh, as also affidavits 
of three prisoners, who were in the prison at the 
time, and have since arrived in town. 

As soon as [I can obtain a list of the names of 
the unfortunate sufferers, it shall be transmitted 
to you. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. G. BEASLEY. 


The Hon. Jonn Mason, &c. 


From the Committee appointed to investigate the 
cireumstances attending the massacre at Dart- 
moor. 

We, the undersigned, being each severally sworn 
on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, for 
the investigation of the circumstances attend- 
ing the late massacre, and having heard the 
depositions of a great number of witnesses, 
from our own personal knowledge, and from 
the depositions given in as aforesaid, report as 
follows: 

. That, on the 6th of April, about six o’clock in 
the evening, when the prisoners were all quict in 
their respective yards, (it being about the usual 
time for turning in for the night,) and the greater 
part of the prisoners being then in the prisons, 
the alarm bell was rung. Many of the prisoners 
ran up tothe market square to learn the occasion 
of the alarm. There were then drawn up in the 
square several hundred soldiers, with Captain 
Shortland (the agent) at their head ; it was like- 
wise observed, at the same time, that additional 
numbers of soldiers were posting themselves round 
the walls of the prison yard. Que of them ob- 
served to the prisoners that they had better go 
into their prisons, for they would be charged upon 
directly. This, of course, occasioned considera- 
ble alarm among them; in this moment of uncer- 
tainty they were running in different directions, 
inquiring of each other what was the cause of the 
alarm—some towards their respective prisons, 
and some towards the market square ; when about 
one hundred were collected in the market square, 
Captain Shortland ordered the soldiers to charge 
upon them, which orders the soldiers were reluc- 
tantin obeying, as the prisoners were using no 
violence; but, on the orders being repeated, they 
made a charge, and the prisoners retreated out of 
the square into their respective prison yards, and 
shut the gates after them. Captain Shortland 


himself opened the gates, and ordered the soldiers 
to fire in among the prisoners, who were all re- 
treating in different directions towards their re- 
spective prisons. lt appears there was some hesi- 
tatidn in the minds of the officers, whether or not 
it was proper to fire upon the prisoners in that 
situation; on which Shortland seized a musket 
out of the hands of a soldier, which he fired. Im- 
mediately after, the firing became general, and 
many of the prisoners were either killed or wound- 
ed; the remainder were endeavoring to get into 
the prisons, when, going towards the lower doors, 
the soldiers on the walls commenced firing on 
them from that quarter, which killed some, and 
wounded others; after much difficulty, (all the 
doors being closed in the interim but one in each 
prison,) the survivors succeeded in gaining the 
prisons. Immediately after which, parties of sol- 
diers came to the doors of Nos. 3 and 4 prisons, 
and fired several volleys into them through the 
windows and doors, which killed one man in each 
prison, and wounded severely several others. 

It likewise appears that the preceding butchery 
was followed up with a disposition of peculiar 
inveteracy and barbarity. One man, who had 
been severely wounded in No. 7 yard, and, being 
unable to make his way to the prison, was come 
up with by the soldiers, whom he implored for 
mercy, but in vain; jive of the hardened wretches 
immediately levelled their pieces at him, and shot 
him dead! The soldiers who were posted on the 
walls manifested equal cruelty, by keeping upa 
constant fire on every prisoner they could see in 
the yard endeavoring to get into the prisons, when 
the numbers were very few, and when not the 
least shadow of resistance could be made or ex- 
pected. Some of them had got into No. 6 prison 
cook-house, which was pointed out by the sol- 
diers on the walls to those who were marching 
in from the square; they immediately went up 
and fired into the same, which wounded several. 
One of the prisoners ran out, with the intention 
of gaining his prison, but was killed before he 
reached the door. 

Ou an impartial consideration of all the circum- 
stances of the case, we are induced to believe it was 
a premeditated scheme in the mind of Captain 
Shortland, for reasons which we will now proceed 
to give. Asan elucidation of its origin, we will 
recur back to an event which happened sume days 
previous. Captain Shortland was at-the time 
absent at Plymouth, but, before going, he ordered 
the contractor or his clerk to serve out one pound 
of indifferent hard bread, instead of one pound 
and a half of soft bread, their usual allowance. 
This the prisoners refused to receive. They 
waited all day, in expectation of their usual al- 
lowance being served out; but at sunset, finding 
this would not be the case, they burst open the 
lower gates, and went up to the store, demanding 
to have their bread. The officers of the garrison, 
on being alarmed, and informed of the reasons of 
this proceeding, observed that it was no more 
than right the prisoners should have their usual 
allowance, and strongly reprobated the conduct 
of Captain Shortland in withholding it from 
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them. They were accordingly served with their 
bread, and quietly returned to their prisons. This 
circumstance, with the censures that were thrown 
on his conduct, reached the ears of Shortland on 
his return home, and he must then have deter- 
mined on the diabolical plan of seizing the first 
slight pretext to turn in the military to butcher 
the prisoners, for the gratification of his malice 
and revenge. It unfertunately happened, that in 
the afternoon of the 6th of April some boys, who 
were playing ball in No. 7 yard, knocked their ball 
over into the barrack yard, and, on the sentry in 
that yard refusing to throw it back again, they 
picked a hole through the wall to get in after it. 
This afforded Shortland his wished-for pretext, 
and‘he took his measures accordingly. He had 
all the garrison drawn up in the military walk, 
additional numbers posted on the walls, and every- 
thing ready prepared before the alarm bell was 
tung. This he naturally coneluded would draw 
the attention of a great number of prisoners to- 
wards the gate, to learn the cause of the alarm, 
while the turnkeys were despatched into the yards 
to lock all the doors but one of each prison, to 
prevent the prisoners retreating out of the way 
before he had sufficiently wreaked his vengeancc, 

What adds peculiar weight to the belief of its 
being a premeditated massacre, are— 

Firstly. The sanguinary disposition manifested 
onevery occasion by Shortland ; he having, prior 
to this time, ordered the soldiers to fire into the 
prisons, through the windows, upon unarmed 
prisoners asleep in their hammocks, on account 
of a light having been seen in the prisons; which 
barbarous act was repeated several nights succes- 
sively; that murder was not committed was ow- 
ing to an overruling Providence alone, for the 
balls were picked up in the prisons, where they 
passed through the hammocks of men then asleep 
in them; he having ordered the soldiers to fire upon 
the prisoners in the yard of No. 7 prison, because 


they would not deliver up to him a man who had} 


made his escape from the Cachot, which order 
the commanding officer of the soldiers refused to 
obey; and, generally, he having seized on every 
slight pretext to injure the prisoners, by his stop- 
ping the marketing for ten days repeatedly, and 
once a third part of their provisions for the same 
length of time. 

Secondly. He having been heard to say, when 
the boys had picked the hole in the wall,and some 


time before the alarm bell rung, and while all the |: 
prisoners were quiet in their respective yards, as |: 


usual, “Pl fix the damned rascals directly.” 


Thirdly. His having all the soldiers on their | 
posts, and the garrison fully prepared, before the | 


alarm bell was rung. It could not, of course, then 


be done to assemble the soldiers, but to alarm the} | 
‘and 15th instant, two reports on the unfortunate 
‘transaction of the 6th instant at Dartmoor prison 


prisoners and create confusion among them. 
Fourthly. The soldiers on the wall, previous 
to the alarm bell being rung, informing the pris- 
oners that they would be charged upon directly. 
Fifthly. The turnkeys going into the yard and 
closing all the doors but one in each prison, whilst 
the attention of the prisoners was attracted by the 
alarm bell. This was done about fifteen minutes 
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sooner than usual, and without informing the 
prisoners.it was time to shut up. It was ever the 
invariable practice of the turnkeys, (from which 
they never deviated before that night,) when com- 
ing into the yards to shut up, to halloo to the pris- 
oners so loud as to be heard all over the yards, 
“turn in, turn in;” while on that night it was 
done so secretly, that not one man ina hundred 
knew they were shut; and, in particular, their 
shutting the door of No. 7, which the prisoners 
usually go in and out at, (and which was former- 
ly always the last one closed,) and leaving one 
open in the other end of the prison, which was 
exposed to a cross-fire from the soldiers on the 
walls, and which the prisoners had to pass in 
gaining the prison. 

It appears to us that the foregoing reasons suf- 
ficiently warrant the conclusions we have drawn 
therefrom. We likewise believe, from the depo- 
sitions of men who were eye-witnesses of a part 
of Shortland’s conduct on the evening of the 6th 
April, that he was intoxicated with liquor at the 
time, from his brutality in beating a prisoner who 
was then supporting another severely wounded; 
from the blackguard aud abusive language he 
made use of; and from his having frequently 
been seen in the same state. His being drunk 
was, of course, the means of inflaming his bitter 
enmity against the prisoners, and no doubt was 
the principal cause of the indiscriminate butch- 
ery, and of no quarter being shown. 

We here solemnly aver, there was no precon- 
certed plan to attempt breaking out, There van- 
not be produced the least shadow of a reason or 
inducement for that intention, the prisoners daily 
expecting to be released, and to embark on board 
cartels for their own native country; and we sol- 
emnly assert, likewise, that there was no inten- 
tion of resisting, in any manner, the authority 
of the government of this depot. 

[Signed by the Committee.} 

N. B. Seven were killed, thirty dangerously 
and thirty slightly wounded, making a total of 
sixty-seven killed and wounded. 

DarrMmoor Prison, April 7, 1815. 

We hereby certify this to be a true copy of the 


original report: 
William B. Bond, William Hobart, 
James Adams, 


James Boggs, 
Francis Joseph, Joho T. Trowbridge, 
Henry Allen. 


John Rust, 
Walter Colton, Thomas B. Mott, 
Committee. 


R. G. Beasley to the Commissary General of Prisoners, 
Lonnon, April 18, 1815. 
Sır: I had the honor to transmit, on the 13th 


—the one by the British authorities, and the other 
by acommittee of our prisoners. The latter I 


lost no time in laying before this Government, 
and, on the receipt of it, Lord Castlereagh sought 


an interview with Mr. Clay and Mr. Gallatin, at 
which it was agreed that each party should ap- 
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point a commissioner to investigate the circum- 
stances. If it had suited the convenience of Mr. 
Clay or Mr. Gallatin to have undertaken it, one 
of the British Commissioners who signed the 
Treaty of Ghent would have been appointed to 
act with him; but as neither of these gentlemen 
could go, and as my presence here could not be 
dispensed with at present, they advised me to ap- 
ply to.Mr. Charles King, of New York, who has 
readily undertaken to act, although it interferes 
in some degree with his private affairs. 

Mr. King left town last evening for Dartmoor, 
with a Mr. Larpent, who isto act with him. 

The result of the investigation shall be trans- 
mitted to you as soon as received; in the mean- 
time, Iam happy to have it in my power to state 
that every disposition has been manifested to do 
what is due to the occasion. 

I transmit, herewith, a list of the unfortunate 
sufferers in this affair. 

I also enclose a copy of a letter which I have 
just received from the Transport Board, relative 
to the proposals I made, on the receipt of your 
letter of the 6th ultimo, for sending home our 
prisoners, 

It is proper that I should here remark, that, at 
the interview which took place between Lord 
Castlereagh and Messrs. Clay and Gallatin, his 
Lordship proposed this arrangement, and that 
these gentlemen advised me to agree to it. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

l R. G. BEASLEY. 


The Hon. Joun Mason, &c. 


List of prisoners wounded on the evening of the 6th 
April, 1815. 

Thomas Smith, amputated thigh. 

Philip Ford, punctured wound of the back, and 
punctured wound of the belly. 

John Gray, amputated arm. 

Robert Willet, (tawncy,) amputated thigh. 

James Bell, bayonet wound of the thigh. 

Thomas Findlay, gunshot wound through the 
thigh and testicle; the ball entered the hip, and 
passed out the fore part of the thigh, and through 
the testicle. l : 

William Leverage, lacerated hand and ampu- 
tated thumb. 

Joseph |Bezeck, (alias Masick,) gunshot wound 
of the thigh, through which the ball passed. 

John Willett, (bYack,) fractured jaw, lacerated 
hip, complicated with a shattered state of the 
upper jaw. 

James Esdaile, gunshot wound of the hip. 

Henry Montcalm, gunshot wound of the left 
knee. 

Frederick (or John) Howard, gunshot wound 
of the leg, through which the ball passed. 

William Penn, (black,) gunshot wound of the 
thigh. i 

Robert Fittez, gunshot wound of the penis. 

Cornelius Garrison, gunshot wound of the 
thigh. The ball passed through the limb. 

James Turnbull, amputated arm. 

Edward Whittlebanks, bayonet wound of the 


| of the 8th. 


back, producing paralysis of the sphincture ani 
et urini, with paralysis of the lower extremities, 
Stephen Phipps, bayonet wounds of the abdo- 
men and thigh. 
James Wells, gunshot fracture sacrum and 
crista iliæ, and gunshot fracture of both bones of 


‘the left arm. 


Caleb Codding, gunshot wound of the leg. 

Edward Gardner, gunshot fracture of the left 
arm. 

Jacob Davis, gunshot wound of the thigh. The 
ball passed through the thigh. 

John Hagabets, gunshot wound of the hip. 

Peter Wilson, gunshot fracture of the hand. 
The ball passed through the palm of the hand. 

John Perry, gunshot wound of the shoulder. 

John Peach, gunshot wound of the thigh. The 
ball passed through the thigh. 
ae Roberts, (black,) gunshot wound of the 
thigh. 

Jobn Guie, amputated thigh. 

Ephraim Lincoln, gunshot wound of the knee. 
Discharged cured 23d April, 1815. 


John Wilson, bayonet wound. Discharged 
cured 12th April, 1815. 
William Blake, bayonet wound. _ Discharged 


cured 12th April, 1815. 

* Thomas Jackson, (black,) gunshot wound of 
the abdomen. He died early in the morning of 
the 7th. 

* James Campbell, gunshot fracture, with de- 
pression of the whole of the frontal bone, orbital 
ridge, and nasal bones. He died on the morning 
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Description of death wounds inflicted on. the evening 
of April 6, 1815, 

John IJaywood, (black.) The ball entered a 
little posterior to the acromien of the left shoulder, 
and, passing obliquely upwards, made its egress 
about the middle of the right side of the neck. 

Thomas Jackson. The ball entered the left 
side of the belly, nearly in a line with the navel, 
and made its egress a little below the false ribs in 
the opposite side; a large portion of the intes- 
tinal canal protruded through the wound made 
by the ingress of the ball. He languished until 
8 o’clock on the morning of the 7th, when he died. 

John Washington. The ball entered at the 
squamose process of the left temporal bone, and, 
passing through the head, made its exit a little 
below the crucial ridge of the occipital bone. 

James Mann. ‘The ball entered at the inferior 
angle of the left scapula, and lodged under the 
integument of the right pectoral muscle. In its 
course, it passed through the inferior margin of 
the right and left lobes-of the lungs. 

Joseph Toker Johnson. The ball entered at 
the inferior angle of the left seapula, penetrated 
the heart, and, passing through both lobes of the 
lungs, made iis egress at the right axilla. 

William Leveridge. The ball entered about 
the middle of the left arm, through which it 
passed, and, penetrating the corresponding side, 


—- 


* These names are included in the list of deaths. 
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betwixt the second and third ribs, passing through the left lobe of the lungs, the mediastinum, and 
‘over the right lobe, lodged betwixt the fifth and sixth ribs. 

James Campbell. The ball entered at the outer angle of the right eye, and in its course it frac- 
tured and depressed the greater part of the frontal bone, fractured the nasal bones, and made its 
egress above the orbital ridge of the left eye. He languished until the morning of the 8th, when 


he died. 


GEORGE MAGRATH., 


A return of American prisoners of war who were killed and wounded in an attempt to force the 


military guard on the evening of the 6th of April, 1815. 


8 ga 
4] 
5 & 
= © pha r : Whether man of war, 
= ga | Names. Quality. Ship. merchant vessel, or 
S 2 S privateer. 
5 sé 
Q a4? 
KILLED. 
1 4,884 | Wm. Leveridge, | Seaman, Enterprise, prize to Saratoga, .- | Privateer. 
970 | James Mann, Do. Siroc, Letter of marque. 
3,134 | John Haywood, Do. Gave himself up from H. M. ship 
Scipion. 
1,347 | Jos. T. Johnson, Do. Paul Jones, - - t - | Privateer. 
5 3,936 | John Washington, Do. Rolla, - - - 7 - | Merchant vessel. 
WOUNDED. 
1 | 6,520 | *Thomas Jackson, | Boy, Gave himself up from H., M. ship 
Prontes. 
2,647 | James Campbell, | Seaman, | Volontaire. 
5,769 | John Guier, Do. Rambler, - - - - | Merchant vessel. 
1,722 | William Penn, Do. Despatch; impressed at London, Merchant vessel. 
5 | 5,003 | Cornel’s Garrison, Do. Invincible, - > Letter of marque. 
3,614 | H. Montcalm, Do. Hornby, prize to Gov. Tompkins, Privateer. 
1,965 | Robert Willet, Do. H. M. ship Andromache. 
5,326 | John Peach, Do. Enterprise, - - | Privateer. 
2,148 | Ed. Whittlebanks, Do. H. M. ship Royal William. 
10 1,881 | James Turnbull, Boy, Elbridge Geny, - - - | Privateer. 
3,652 | James Wells, Seaman, | Thorn, - - + -| Privateer. 
1,236 | Philip Ford, Do. H. M. ship Sultan, - - - 
685 | James Bell, Do. Joel Barlow, - - - - | Merchant vessel, 
94 | John Gray, Do. St. Martin’s Planter, - - | Merchant vessel. 
15 436 | Wm. Leverage, Do. Magđelene, - - - - | Merchant vessel. 
1,024 | Edward Gardner, Do. Joseph, - - - - - | Merchant vessel. 
1,546 | Stephen Phipps, Do. Zebra, - - - - - | Letter of marque. 
486 | John Roberts, Do. Two Brothers; impressed at Cork, Letter of marque. 
1,640 | Thomas Smith, Do. Paul Jones, - - - | Privateer. 
20 1,819 | Caleb Codding, Do. H. M. ship Swiftsure. 
5,015 | Jacob Davis, Do. Charlotte, prize to Mammoth, - Privateer. 
2,013 | James Esdaile, Do. Governor Tompkins, = - | Privateer. 
380 | Peter Wilson, Do. Virginia Planter, - - - | Merchant vessel. 
2,884 | [William Blake, Do. H. M. ship Repulse. 
25 338 | John Hagabets, 2d mate, | Good Friends, - - - - | Merchant vessel. 
4,153 | Ephraim Lincoln, Seaman, | Argus, - - - - - Merchant vessel.. 
4,493 | Thomas Findlay, Do. Enterprise - - - - | Privateer. 
4,109 | John Howard, Do. Flash, - - - - | Privateer. 
1,228 | Joseph Masick, Do. H. M. ship Furieux. 
30 6,123 | Robert Fittez, Do. Grand Turk, - - - - | Privateer. 
1,812 | John Willctt, Do. H. M. ship Rosario. 
3,080 | John Perry, Do. H. M. ship Tiger. 
33 2,662 | §John Wilson, Do. H. M. ship Fortune. 


* Dangerously; died April 7, 1815, 
J Dangerously ; died April 8, 1815. 


TH. GEO. SHORTLAND, Ageni. 
GEO. MAGRATH, Surgeon. 
ipo 4 cured April 12, 1815. 
Discharged cured April 12, 1815. 
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Massacre at Dartmoor Prison. 


From Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley. 


f ‘Transport Orrice, Apri 19, 1815. 
Sir: I am directed by the Commissioners for 
the transport service, &c., to acquaint you that 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have, 
by their order of yesterday’s date, been pleased to 
signify the consent of his Majesty’s Government 
that thé expense of conveying the American pris- 
oners of war from this country to America should 
be shared by the two Governments, leaving the 
interpretation of the article in the late Treaty of 
Peace upon this subject for future explanation ; 
and that the board are accordingly about to take 
Measures for providing vessels for the convey- 
ance of the remainder of the prisoners, under- 
standing that the vessels already engaged by you 
are calculated to convey about three thousand 
men. Iam, sir, &c.. 
ALEXANDER McLEAY. 
R. G. Beag.ey, Esq. 


From R. G. Beasley to the Commissary General of 
Prisoners. 
Lonpvon, April 30, 1815. 

Sir: In my letter of the 19th instant I in- 
formed you of the measures which had been 
adopted here in consequence of the late untortu- 
nate event at Dartmoor prison. 

L have now the honor to transmit the copy of 
a letter addressed to me by Mr. Clay and Mr. 
‘Gallatin, relative to that occurrence, and to the 
transportation of the American prisoners in this 
country to the United States. 

In the absence of Mr. Adams, it becomes my 
duty to communicate, for the information of our 
Government, the result of the investigation at 
Dartmoor. IL enclose a copy of the joint report 
of the Commissioners appointed for that purpose; 
also a letter from Mr. King to Mr. Adams, and 
of a list of the killed and wounded on that melan- 
choly occasion. 

I shall leave to Mr. Adams any further steps 
which he may deem it proper to take in this busi- 
ness. I cannot, however, forbear to notice here the 
erroneous impression of the prisoners, that their 
detention so long has been owing to me. You are 
aware, sir, of my constant exertions during the 
war to effect their liberation. Immediately on 
the signing of the Treaty of Peace at Ghent, I 
received my instructions on that subject, pro- 
posing, as a condition, that all the prisoners who 
might be delivered over to me by the British 
Government should be considered as prisoners of 
war, and not at liberty to serve until regularly 
exchanged, in the event of the treaty not being 
ratified by the President. This proposition was 
declined, and in a peremptory manner. On the 
receipt of the intelligence of the ratification from 
America, I lost not a moment in requesting the 
release of the prisoners, according to the terms of 
the treaty; and the number of vessels which I 
had hired, as mentioned in my letter of the 13th 
instant, and which are now on their voyage to 
the United States, will show that the necessary 
steps were taken lo provide for their immediate 


transportation to their country. The prisoners 


also, were informed of these measures, and of the 
exertions which had been made from the com-. 
mencement to return them to their homes with 
the least possible delay. Therefore, whatever 
may have been their uneasiness under confine- 
ment, and whatever hostile feelings they may 
have had towards me, as noticed in the report 
aad in Mr. King’s letter, I may say, with confi- 
dence, that [ could not prevent the one, nor have 
I deserved the other. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
R. G. BEASLEY. 
Hon. Joun Mason, &c. 


Extracts of a letter from R. G. Beasley, Esq, Agent 
Jor American Prisoners of War in England, to the 
Commissary General of Prisoners, dated 


Ocroser 10, 1815. 

“In compliance with the request contained in 
that of the Sth August, [the Commissary Gene- 
eral’s letter,] I transmit, herewith, copies of my 
correspondence with the Transport Board on the 
subject of the genera! release of American pris- 
oners in this country on the conclusion of the 
treaty at Ghent, and on the receipt of the Presi- 
dent’s ratification; also, copies and extracts of 
letters informing the prisoners of the measures 
taken for their release, preceding the occurrence 
at Dartmoor of the 6th April. 

“Tt was always my practice before requesting, 
by written communication, the release of prison- 
ers, to urge the measure in person; and this re- 
peatedly, until either it was granted, or there ap- 
peared not any hope of success; and then my 
letter followed, for the purpose of reducing the 
negotiation to a more official form. This prac- 
tice I pursued upon the conclusion of the treaty 
at Ghent, when my request was refused; and 
again on the receipt of the ratification of the Pre- 
sident, when the release was agreed upon. Upon 
these occasions I, of course, availed myself of 
every circumstance which I conceived calculated 
to accomplish the object I had in view; and I 
frequently found the board concurring with me 
upon points which, when submitted tothe Ad- 
miralty, were rejected”? “One of my letters, 
informing the prisoners of the measures taken for 
their release, was addressed to those on parole at 
Ashburton, which is about sixteen miles distant 
from Dartmoor, aod with whom the prisoners at 
this place were in constant correspondence. I 
have to observe, further, that when inquiry as to 
the probable time of release was made at my of- 
fice by friends of prisoners, which at that time 
was very frequently the case, they were always 
requested, when writing to them, to desire the 
information to be made as public in the prison as 
possible.” 


From R. G. Beasley to Alexander Me Leay. 
Hartey Srrect, Jan. 18, 1815. 
Sin: A treaty of peace having been concluded 
at Ghent between Great Britain and the United 
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States, lam induced, by a desire to shorten the 
sufferings of the American prisoners in this coun- 
try, to address the board relative to them. Ido 
this with the more confidence of its being favor- 


ably received, as I am persuaded that this wish. 
is equally entertained by the British Government. : 
I have, therefore; to request that a certain num- 


ber of prisoners may be released, as soon as I 
may be able to procure proper conveyances for 
them tothe United States, under the condition 
that they shall be subject to exchange should the 
treaty not be ratified by the President of the Uni- 


ted States. Iam, &c. 
R. G. BEASLEY, 
A. McLeay, Esq., Transport Office. 


From Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley. 
Transport Orrice, Jan. 21, 1815. 
Sin: Having received, and laid before the Com- 
missioners for the transport service, &c., your 
letter of the 18th instant, proposing, under the 
circumstances therein stated, that a certain num- 


ber of American prisoners of war may be permit- | 


ted to return to the United States, I have it in 
command to:acquaint you that the same has been 
referred to the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, and that their Lord- 
ships have, in reply, been pleased to signify that 
they do not think proper to accede to your propo- 


sition. Iam, &c. 
. A. McLEAY, Secretary. 


From R. G. Beasley to Alexander McLeay. 
Har.ey Srreer, March 15, 1815. 
Sir: The Treaty of Ghent having been ratified 
by the Governments of the United States and 
this country, and peace being thus happily re- 
stored between the two nations, I beg to inquire 
whether there is any objection to deliver over to 
me the prisoners detained in this country, as soon 
as I can provide fur their conveyance ? 
Tam, &e. R. G. BEASLEY. 
A. McLeay, Esq., Transport Office. 


From Alexander McLeay to R. G. Beasley. 
TransrorT Orrice, March 15, 1815. 

Sır: I have received, and laid before the Com- 
missioners of the transport service, &c., your let- 
ter of the 15th instant, requesting to be informed, 
under the circumstances therein stated, whether 
there be any objection to deliver over to you the 
Americans now detained as prisoners of war in 
this country, upon your providing vessels for their 
conveyance to the United States. 

In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that 
the board are ready to embark all the prisoners 
in question, upon your providing vessels at Ply- 
mouth for their conveyance; it being understood 
that all the debts contracted by them in this coun- 
try must previously be paid. 

Tam, &c., 
A. McLEAY, Secretary. 

R..G. Bras.ey, Esq. 


Extract of a letter from R. G. Beasley, addressed to 
the Committee of American Prisoners of War at 
Dartmoor. 


Lonpon, March 22, 1815, 
“Three cartels are now preparing here, with 


all expedition, for the conveyance of the prison- 
ers to the United States.” 


R. G. Beasley to American Prisoners of War at Ash- 
l burton. 
AGENCY FOR AM. PRISONERS oF WAR, 
London, March 24, 1815. 

GENTLEMEN: J have to inform you, that the 
Treaty of Peace having been ratified by the Pre- 
sident, the release of the prisoners of war will 
commence without delay. 

Although I have not as yet received any in- 
structions from our Government, I have engaged, 
and am fitting out, four vessels for their convey- 
ance, to proceed to Plymouth to receive them, 
and shall use every despatch in sending them to 


the United States. 
Tam, &e. R. G. BEASLEY. 


Extract af a letter from R. G. Beasley to Captain 
T. G. Shortland, Agent for Prisoners of War at 
Dartmoor. 

Lonnon, March 25, 1815. 
“I have engaged four vessels for cartels, which 
are fitting out with all despatch. They will sail, 
hope, in five or six days for Plymouth, to re- 
ceive prisoncrs. Their tonnage, together, is about 

1,600 tons.” 


From R, G. Beasley to Dr. Magrath. 
Lonvon, March 31, 1815, 


Sin: I have received your letter of the 29th 
instant, acquainting me with your opinion of the 
complaints of Mr. Proctor and Mr. Robinson, 
now in Dartmoor hospital. In return, I beg to 
inform you that these two prisoners shall be sent 
home in the first cartel, which will, I expect, sail 
from this place to-morrow for Plymouth. 

I am, &e. R. G. BEASLEY. 

Georee MacraTa, Esq., Surgeon, ẹc. 


From R. G. Beasley to the Committee of American 
Prisoners of War. 


AGENCY FOR Am. Prisoners or War, 
London, March 31, 1815. 


GENTLEMEN: It appearing by several letters 
which I have received from Dartmoor, that the 
prisoners have taken up an idea that any who 
may have the means of proceeding to the United 
States would, on application, receive a free dis- 
charge, I request that you will make it knowa 
throughout the prison that such is not the fact. 

There must be other and better reasons to in- 
duce me to consent to their release in this man- 
ner, at thistime. The situation of Europe, under 
the prospect of another war, multiplies the risk 
of impressment. I have taken measures to have 
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them all released and sent home by cartels with 
as little delay as possible, where they are much 
wanted, aad where wages are very high. 

Tam, &c. R. G. BEASLEY. 


STATE OF THE FINANCES. 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 8, 1815.] 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Dec. 6, 1815. 
In obedience to the acts entitled, respectively, 
“An act to establish the Treasury Department,” 
and “An act supplementary to the act entitled an 
act to establish the Treasury Department,” the 
Secretary of the T'reasury has the honor to lay 
before Congress the following report: 


I. A cursory review of the financial operations 
of the Government, in reference to the recent 
state of war, 

TI. A view of the finances for 1815, with esti- 
mates of the public revenue and expenditures 
for 1816. 

II. Propositions for the improvement and man- 
agement of the revenue, and for the support of 
public credit. 


I. A cursory review of the financial operations 
of the Government in reference to the recent state 
of war. 


In order to introduce to the consideration of 
Congress, with advantage, the measures which 
will be respectfully suggested, for replacing the 
finances of the United States upon the basis of a 
Peace Establishment, a review of the financial 
operations of the Government, in reference to the 
recent state of war, appears to bea necessary pre- 
liminary, ‘ 

The restrictive system, which commenced in 
the year 1807, greatly diminished the product of 
the public revenue; but it was not until the crisis 
involved an actual declaration of war, that the 
augmentation in the expenses of the Government 
became obvious and important. With the occa- 
sional aid of temporary loans the ordinary re- 
ceipts of the Treasury had exceeded the ordinary 
expenditures, even during the period of a sus- 
pended commerce; and a report from this De- 
partment, presenting the estimates for the year 
1812, seems to have given the first intimation 
that the portion of extraordinary expenses, to be 
incurred for the military and naval service, on 
account of the then existing state of the country, 
would raise the demands upon the Treasury to a 
considerable amount beyond the estimated pro- 
duct of the current revenue. The ordinary dis- 
bursements for the year ending on the 30th of 
September, 1811, were stated as amounting to the 
sur of $13,052,657 73; and the ordinary receipts, 
for the same year, were stated as amounting to 
the sum of $13,541,446 37, independent of a tem- 
porary loan raised in 1810, and repaid in 1811, as 
well as of the balances in the Treasury at the 
commencement and the close of the year. But 
the estimates for the year 1812 required, on 

14th Con. lst Sess. —51 


account of the current expenses, the sum of 
$9,400,000. 
For the Civil and Diplomatic i 
departments - - - $1,260,000 
For the Military Department, 
(including the militia, the In- 
dian department, the charge 
of arsenals, army, and ord- 


nance, &c.) - - - 3,415,000 
For the Naval Department - 2,500,000 
And for the interest on the pub- r 

lic debt - - - = 2,225,000 

: —~— $9,400,000 

And the subsisting revenue 

to meet these expenses was 
estimated at $8,200,000, pro- 
ceeding— 
From the customs - - - 7,500,000 
From the sale of public lands - 600,000 
And from miscellaneous pay- 

ments - - - - 100,000 


8,200,000 


Leaving a deficit, for which it wag proposed . 
to provide by a loan, amounting to the 
sum of - - -= - - - $1,200,000 


Such were the limited objects of expense, and 
such the limited means of supply, at the com- 
mencement of the year in which war was de- 
elared. An increase of the expense, and a dimi- 
nution of the supply, must have been anticipated 
as the inevitable consequences of that event; but 
the Government reposed with confidence, for all 
the requisite support, upon the untried resources 
of the nation, in credit, in capital, and in industry. 
The confidence was justly reposed ; yet it may, 
perhaps, be considered as a subject for regret, and 
it certainly furnishes a lesson of practical policy, 
that there existed no system by which the inter- 
nal resources of the country could be brought at 
once into action, when the resources of its exter- 
nal commerce became incompetent to answer the 
exigencies of the times. 

The existence of such a system would, proba- 
bly, have invigorated the early movements of the 
war; might have preserved the public credit un- 
impaired; and would have rendered the pecu- 
niary contributions of the people more equal as 
well as more effective. But, owing to the want 
of such a system, a sudden and almost an exclu- 
sive resort to the public credit was necessarily 
adopted as the chief instrument of finance. The 
nature of the instrument employed was soon de- 
veloped; and it was found that public credit could 
only be durably maintained upon the broad found- 
ations of public revenue. 

On the opening of the session of Congress in No- 
vember, 1811, the legislative attention was devoted 
to the organization of the Military and Naval 
Department upon the enlarged scale of the War 
Establishment; so that the appropriations for 
this purpose far exceed, in a short time, the esti- 
mates and the resources of the Treasury, as they 
have been already described. Ways and means 
were, therefore, provided to meet the extraordi- 
nary demands thus created ; but they were deriv- 
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ed exclusively from the operations of foreign 
eommerce and public credit. 

1. The Mediterranean fund was at first contin- 
ued until the 4th of March, 1813, and afterwards 
until March, 1815, when it became extinct, af- 


fording an additional duty of two and a half per | 


cent. ad valorem on all imported goods paying 
duties ad valorem ; and a discriminating duty of 
ten percent. upon-that additional duty, in respect 
to all goods imported in vessels not of the United 
States. 


. . There were imposed an additional duty of 
one hundred per cent. upon the permanent duties 
on goods imported into the United States, from 
any foreign place, a discriminating duty of ten 
per cent. upon that additional duty, in respect to 
all goods imported in vessels not of the United 
States; and an additional duty of one dollar and 
fifty cents per ton (the previous duty being at 
the rate of fifty cents per ton) upon all vessels 
belonging wholly or in part to the subjects of 
foreign Powers. But the continuance of the act 
being limited to the expiration of one year after 
the conclusion of the peace, those additional du- 
ties will cease on the 17th of February, 1816. 


3. An authority was given to raise, by loan, a 
sum not exceeding $11,000,000, and to create 
stock for the amount, bearing interest, not ex- 
ceeding the rate of six per cent. per annum, and 
reimbursable at any time after the expiration of 
twelve'years, from the istof January, 1813. The 
_ payment of the interest, and the redemption or 
the purchase of this stock, are charged upon the 
Sinking Fund. 

4, And an authority was given to issue Trea- 
sury noles fora sum not exceeding $5,000,000, 
bearing interest at the rate of five and a half per 
cent. per annum, and reimbursable at such places, 
respectively, as should be expressed on the face 
of the notes, one year after the day on which the 
same shall have been issued. The notes were 
declared to be receivable in payment of all duties 
and taxes laid by the United States, and all pub- 
lic lands sold by their authority; and the pay- 
ment of interest, and the redemption or the pur- 
chase of these notes were charged, like the funded 
debt, upon the Sinking Fund. 

The effect of the additional ways and means 
provided by Congress, from time to time, during 
the late war, may readily be traced. From the 
report, dated the 1st of December, 1812, it ap- 
pears that the actual receipts into the Treasury, 
during the year ending on the 30th of September, 
1812, including a portion of the loan, and the 
issue of Treasury notes, amounted to the sum of 
$16,782,159 40; (almost double the amount of 
the previous estimate ;) and that the actual dis- 
bursement for the same year amounted to the 
sum of $18,368,325 7, (which was, also, almost 
double the amount of the previous estimate,) in- 
dependent of the balances in the Treasury at the 
commencement and the close of the year. But 
the estimates for the year 1813 required, on ac- 
count of the accumulating expenditures, a sum 
of $31,925,000. 
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For the Civil and Diplomatic 
Departments - -. -$1,500,000 

For the Military Department 17,000,000 

For the Naval Department - 4,925,000 

And for the interest and reim- 
bursement of the principal 
of the public debt - - 8,500,000 

———— $31,925,000 
And the subsisting revenue 

to meet these expenditures 

was estimated at tho sum of 

$12,000,000, proceeding — 

From the customs P - 11,500,000 

From the sales of public 
lands, &c. - - - 500,000 3 

——— 12,000,000 


Leaving a deficit, for which it was pro- 
posed to provide, first by the outstand- 
ing balances of the authorized loan and 
issue of Treasury notes, and second by 
a new authority to borrow, and to issue 
Treasury notes to the amount of - $19,925,000 


During the session of Congress, which com- 
menced in November, 1812, and closed on the 3d 
of March, 1813, the appropriations for the Army, 
the Navy, and other branches of the public ser- 
vice, were considerably augmented; but, without 
adverting to the imposition of a small duty upon 
imported iron-wire, no new source of revenue 
was then opened, but additional aid was extended 
to the Treasury by authorizing a repetition of the 
appeal to publie credit. 

1. An authority was given to raise, by loan, a 
sum not exceeding $16,000,000, and to create stock 
for the amount, bearing Interest not exceeding 
the rate of six per cent. per annum, and reim- 
bursable at any time after the expiration of twelve 
years, from the 1st of January, 1814, The pay- 
ment of the interest, and the redemption or pur- 
chase of this stock, are charged upon the Sinking 
Fund. ; 

2. And an authority was given to issue Treas- 
ury notes for a sum not exceeding $5,000,000, 
absolutely, with a provisional authority to issue 
an additional sum of $5,000,000, to be deemed and 
held to be a part of the loan of $16,000,000, au- 
thorized as above stated to be raised. The notes 
were to bear interest at the rate of five and two- 
fifths per cent. per annum, to be reimbursable at 
such places, respectively, as should be expressed 
on the face of them, one year after the day on 
which they should be issued; to be receivable in 
payment of all duties and taxes laid by the United 
States, and all public lands sold by their authority; 
and the payment of the interest, and the redemp- 
tion or purchase of these notes were charged, like 
the funded debt, upon the Sinking Fund. 

The necessities of the Treasury becoming, how- 
ever, more urgent, and the reliance on the public 
eredit becoming more hazardous, Congress de- 
termined, at a special session, which commenced 
in May, 1813, to lay the foundation of a system 
of internal revenue ; selecting, in particular, those 
subjects of taxation which were recommended by 
the experience of a former period, and compuling 
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their general product ‘at the sum of $5,000,000. 
The continuance of these taxes being limited, at 
first, to one year after the termination of the war, 


they acquired the denomination of the “war. 


taxes;” but, by subsequent laws, almost all the 
existing revenues are pledged, with the faith of 
the United States, to provide for the payment-of 
the expenses of Government, for the. punctual 
payment of the public debt, principal and interest, 
according to the contracts; and for creating an 
adequate sinking fund, gradually to reduce, and 
eventually to extinguish, the public debr; until 
those purposes shall be accomplished, or until 
Congress shall provide and substitute, by law, for 
the same purposes, other duties, Which shall be 
equally productivé. Tn the session of May, 1813— 
„1. A direct tax of $3;000,000 was laid upon the 
United States and apportioned to the States re- 
spectively for the year 1814, and it was after- 
wards subjected to the general pledge above 
stated. 

2. A duty of four cents per pound was laid 
upon all sugar refined within the United States, 
The continuance of the duty was limited to one 
year after the war; and, as the general pledge 
has not been applied to it, the duty will cease on 
the 17th of February, 1816. 

3. A duty was laid upon all carriages, for the 
conveyance of persons, kept by any person for 
his own use, or to be let out for hire, or for the 
conveyance of passengers; which was graduated 
according to’ the denomination of the carriage, 
from the yearly sum of $20, to the yearly sum of 
$2. The continuance of this duty was originally 
limited to the war; but the general pledge has 
been applicd to it, with some modifications in the 
mode of laying and collecting the duty. 

4, A duty was imposed on licenses to distillers 
of spirituous liquors, which was graduated ac- 
cording to the capacity of the still, the time of 
employing it, and the materials consumed. The 
continuance of this duty was originally limited 
to the war; but the general pledge has been ap- 
plied to it, with considerable modifications in the 
principles and provisions of the law. 

5. A duty was laid on sales, at auction, of mer- 
chandise, and of ships and vessels, at the rate of 
one per cent. of the purchase money of goods, and 
of twenty-five cents for every hundred dollars of 
the purchase money of ships and vessels. The 
continuance of this duty was originally limited 
to the war; but the general pledge has been ap- 
plied to it, with a considerable addition to the 
amount, anda modification of the provisions of 
the law. 

6. A duty was laid on licenses to retailers of 
wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise, graduated according to the place of retailing, 
and the nature of the article retailed. The con- 
tinuance of this duty was originally limited to 
the war ; but the general pledge has been applied 
to it. 

7. A duty was laid on notes of banks, and bank- 
ers; on bonds, obligations, or promissory notes, 
discounted by banks or bankers; and on foreign 
or inland bills of exchange, above $50, and having 
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one or more endorsers; graduated according: to 
the nominal amount of thé instrament, The 
continuance of this duty was limited ‘to one year 
after the war; and as the general pledgé has not 
been applied to it, the duty will cease on thè £?th 

of February, 1816. eS a 

But besides the dirett tax and the internal 
duties, thére were added to the resources: of the 
Treasury, during the session of May, 1818— 

8. A duty of twenty cents per bushel Upon all 
salt imported from any foreign place into the 
United States; which, being Fmited to the war, 
and not being included in the general pledge, will © 
cease on the 17th of Fébruary, 1816. 

9. And an authority to raise, by loan, a sum 
not exceeding $7,500,000, and‘ to create stock for 
the amount, reimbursable at any time after the 
expiration of twelve years from the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1814. The rate of interest was not limited 
by the law ; but it was provided, that no certifi- 
cate of stock should be sold at a rate less than 
eighty-eight per cent., or $88, in money, for $100 
in stock. The payment of the interest, and the 
redemption or the purchase of this stock. are 
charged upon the Sinking Funi, i 

Fhe sources of the revenue thus opened in 
1813, could not, however, be expected to aid the 
Treasury until 1814; and, accordingly, in thean- 
nual report from this department, dated the Sth 
January, 1814, neither the direct tax, nor the in- 
ternal duties, will be found as an item of the ac- 
tual receipts into the Treasury, during the year 
ending the 30th of September, 1813. The amount 
of those receipts was stated in the proceeds of the 
customs of the sales of public lands, éc., at $13,- 
568,042 43, and in the proceeds of loans and 
Treasury notes at $23,976,912 50, making to- 
gether $39,907,607 62; and the actual disburse- 
ments of the same period were stated at $32,928,- 
855 19, independent of the balauces in the Treas- 
ury at the commencement and the close of ‘the 
year. But the estimates for the year 1814 re- 
quired a sum of $45,350,000. 

For civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous 
expenses - $1,700,000 
For the payment of interest’ on the old 

and new debt, and the instalments of 

the principal of the old debt - 12,200,000 
For the Military Establishment - 24,550,000 
For the Naval Establishment - - 6,900,000 

46,350,000 

And the subsisting revenue to meét these 
expenditures was estimated at the sum of 
$14,370,000, proceeding— ~ 
From the customs and sales of public 

lands - $6,600,000 
From the internal duties and 

direct tax - 
From a balance of loans and 

Treasury notes - 4,270,000 


-= = 8,500,000 


14,370,000 


Leaving a deficit, for which it was pro- 
posed to provide, Ist, by a part of the 
balance in the Tréasury, and, 2d, b 
loans and Treasury notes, amounting to 30,980,000 
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For the deficit thus approaching the sum of| And it was estimated 

$40,000,000, the only provision made during the that there would be 

session, which commenced in December, 1813,} received from the 

rested again upon the public credit. " same sources of reve- 

1. An authority was given to issue Treasury | Ue (including loans 

‘ notes for a sum not exceeding $5,000,000, absolute- and ‘Treasury notes 

ly; with a provisional authority to issue an ad- to the amount of oe 

giobal sum a $5,000,000, p be deemed and held SaDo guane ne 

to bea part of any loan which might be author- 4 

ized donoe the Sone . The aes were to bear | 708P thesumof  - 13,160,000 00 

interest at the rate of five and two-fifths per cent. 

per annum; to be reimbursable at such places re- 
- Bpectinely, as should be expressed on the face of 

them, one year after the day on which they should 
be issued; to be receivable in payment of all 
duties and taxes laid by the United States, and 
all public lands sold by their authority; and the 
payment of the interest, and the redemption, or 
purchase of these notes, were charged, like the 
funded debt, upon the Sinking Fund. 

2. And an authority was given to raise, by 
loan, a sum not exceeding $25,000,000, and to 
create stock for the amount, reimbursable at any 
time after the expiration of twelve years from the 
last day of December, 1814. Neither the rate of 
the interest, nor the price of the stock, was limit- 
ed; and the payment of the interest, and the re- 
demption or the purchase of the stock, are charged 
upon the Sinking Fund. 

The embarrassments of the Treasury, after the 
adjournment of Congress in the year 1814, became 
extreme. It appears that the disbursements, dur- 
ing the first half of that year, had amounted to 
the sum of $19,693,781 27. 

For the civil, diplomatic, 

and miscellaneous ex- 

penses ~- - - $1,444,762 60 
For the Military De- 

partment - - - 11,210,238 00 
For the Naval Depart- 

ment: - - - 4,012,199 90 
For the public debt - 3,026,580 77 


32,379,946 33 


To this amount add the balance of the 
cash in the Treasury on the Ist of 
July, 1814 - - - - - 4,722,639 22 


And the estimated aggregate of the 

funds to meet the demands on the 

Treasury to the close of the year 

1814, was the sum of - - - 37,102,585 55 
Leaving a deficit for the service of 1814, 

after absorbing all the cash of the 

Treasury, amounting tothe sum of $10,167,586 91 


To supply this deficit of $10,167,586 91, to pro- 
vide an additional sum for the contingencies of 
the year, and to accelerate the fiscal measures, 
which were essential to the prosecution of the 
war in 1815, the interposition of the Legislature 
was deemed indispensable. The plan of finance, 
which was predicated upon the theory of defray- 
ing the extraordinary expenses of the war by 
successive loans, had already become inoperative. 
The product of the revenues had ceased to fur- 
nish an amount equal to the expenditure of the 
former Peace Establishment, with an addition of 
the interest upon the debt contracted on account 
of the war. And the sudden suspension of specie 
payments at the principal banks established in 
the different States, (however it may be excused, 
or justified, by the apparent necessity of the case,) 
had exposed the Government, as well as private 
citizens, to all the inconveniences of a variable 
currency, devoid, alike, of national authority and 
of national circulation. The Treasury could no 
longer transfer its funds from place to place; and 
it became, of course, impracticable to maintain 
the accustomed punctuality in the payment of 
the public engagements. 

Under these circumstances, the Congress was 
convened by the special call of the President, in 
September, 1814, when the citizens of every oc- 
cupation and pursuit seemed eager to second the 
legislative efforts to replenish an exhausted T'reas- 
ury, and to renovate the public credit. Com- 
merce continued to contribute, perhaps, to the ex- 
tent of its capacity. Agriculture, though suffer- 
ing the want of a vent for some of its important 
staples, was every where prepared for the requi- 
site exertion. Domestic manufactures, which 
had scarcely surmounted the first struggle for 
existence, yielded to the patriotic impulse; and 
the capital of individuals, in all its variety of 
form, offered a ready tribute to relieve the neces- 
sities of the country. Thus, during the sesston 
which commenced in September, 1814, and closed 
on the 3d of March, 1815— , 

1. The following internal duties were increased 


$19,693,781 27 
And the balance of the appropriations 

for the same objects of expenditure 

required, during the other half of the 

same year, was stated at the sum of - 27,576,391 19 


. 47,270,172 46 
But the actual receipts into the Treas- 
, ury, during the first half of the year 
1814, had amounted to $19,219,946 33, 
proceeding— 
From the customs ~ 4,182,088 25 
From the sale of pub- 
lic lands, (including 
those ins the Missis- 
sipp} Territory, the 
proceeds of which are 
payable to the State 
of Georgia) - - 540,065 68 
From the internal du- 
ties and direct tax - 2,189,272 40 
From postage and inci- 
dental receipts-  - 166,744 00 
From loans. -> - 9,679,676 00 
From Treasury notes - 2,426,100 00 
z ——— 19,219,946 33 
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in their amount; the duties were rendered per- 
manent, and the general pledge was applied to 
them: f ; 

1.) The direct tax was raised to an annual 
‘sum of $6,000,000, and it was extended to the 
District of Columbia.. : 

(2.) The duty on carriages was raised, and a 
duty on the harness was added. . roars 

(3.) The duty on licenses to distillers of spi- 
rituous liquors was continued, and a duty on the 
spirits distilled was added. 7 . 

(4.) The duties on sales at auction, and on 
licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and 
foreign merchandise, were raised. 

.(5.) The rates of postage were raised fifty per 


nt. . : 

2. The following new duties were permanently 
laid, and the general pledge was applied to them, 
But it was, at the same time, declared, that so 
long as the duties imposed on the articles of do- 
meslic manufacture should continue to be laid, 
the duties then payable on the like description 
of goods imported into the United States, should 
not be discontinued or diminished. 

(1.) Duties on various articles, manufactured 
_or made for sale within the United States or 
their Territories, as specified in the annexed ta- 
ble, marked B. z 

2.) Duties on articles in use, to wit: 

a household furniture, the value in any one 
family (with certain exceptions) exceeding $200 
in money, according to a scale graduated from $1 
on a value of $400, to $100 on a value of $9,000. 

On every gold watch kept for use, $2. 

On every silver watch kept for use, $1. 

But, basides establishing these sources of reve- 
nue, (and others were contemplated at the period 
when the Treaty of Ghent was announced,) 
Congress’sought to confer upon the Treasury the 
means of anticipating the collection of the duties, 
of recovering the punctuality of its payments, 
and of inviting the co-operation of the moneyed 
institutions and moneyed men of the United 
States, in plans for restoring a uniform and na- 
tional currency. With these views various mea- 
sures were sanctioned. 

“4, An authority was given to raise, by loan, a 
sum not exceeding $3,000,000, (particularly des- 
tined to provide for the expenditures of the last 
quarter of the year 1814.) and to create stock for 
the amount, reimbursable at any time after the 
31st of December, 1814. No limitation was pre- 
‘scribed as to the rate of interest, or the price of 
the stock, but it was declared that, in payment of 
subscriptions to this loan or to loans authorized 
by-any other act of Congress, it should be lawful 
to receive Treasury notes becoming due on or 
before the 1st of January, 1815, at their par value, 
together with the interest accrued. ` i 

The payment of the interest, and the redemp- 
tion, or the purchase of the stock to be thus cre- 
ated, were charged upon the Sinking Fund, but 
the act contained these further assurances, Ist. 
That, in addition to the annual sum of $8,000,- 
000, heretofore appropriated to the Sinking Fund, 
adequate and permanent funds should be provi- 


ded and appropriated during tbat session of Con- 
gress, for the payment of the interest and the re- 
imbursement of the principal of the stock; and, 
2d, that an adequate and permanent sinking fund 
gradually to reduce, and eventually to extin- 
guish the public debt contracted during the war, 
should also be established during the same session 
of Congress. 

2, An authority was given to anlicipate the 
collection and receipt of the duties on licenses to 
distillers of spirituous liquors, and on distilled 
spirits, by obtaining a loan upon the pledge of 
the duties to an amount not exceeding $6,000,000, 
and ata rate of interest not exceeding six per 
cent. per annum. And a similar authority was 
given to raise a like sum, at the same rate, by the 
pledge of the direct tax. : 

3. An authority was given to issue Treasury 
notes for so much of the sums authorized to be 
borrowed under the acts of the 24th of March, 
and the 15:h of November, 1814, as had not been 
borrowed, or otherwise employed in the issue of 
Treasury notes ; provided, that the whole amount 
should not exceed the sum of $7,500,000. And, 
by the same act, an authority was also given to 
issue a further sum of $3,000,000, to supply a de- 
ficiency in the appropriations for the expenses of 
the War Department. The Treasury notes, 
issued under these authorities, were in all re- 
spects similar to the prior issues of Treasury 
notes, except that the payment of the interest, 
and the reimbursement of the principal, were not, 
as heretofore, charged upon the Sinking Fund, but 
upon any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

4. An authority was given to issue and re-issue 
Treasury notes for a sum not exceeding $25,000,- 
000, upon principles essentially different from 
the prior issues. 

(1.) These Treasury notes might be of any 
denomination. If they were of a denomination 
less than $100, they were to be payable to the 
bearer, to be transferable by delivery, and to bear 
no interest. This denomination has acquired 
the designation of “Small Treasury Notes.” If 
they were of the denomination of $100 or up- 
wards, they might conform to the foregoing de- 
scription, or they were to be payable to order, 
to be transferable by endorsement, and to bear 
interest at the rate of 5 2-5 per cent. per annum. 
This denomination (of which only notes for 
$100, bearing interest, have been issued) has ac- 
quired the designation of “ Treasury notes of the 
new emission.” 

(2.) The principal and interest of these Treas- 
ury notes are not payable at any particular time, 
but the notes are everywhere receivable in all 
payments to the United States. 

(3.) The holders of “small Treasury notes” 
may exchange them, at pleasure, in sums not less 
than $100, for certificates of funded stock, bear- 
ing interest at seven per cent. per annum, from. 
the first day of the calendar month next ensuing 
that in which the notes shall be presented to the 
Treasury of the Uniled States, or to a commis- 
sioner of loans, for the purpose of exchange. 
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(4.) The holders of ‘Treasury notes of the 
new emission” may exchange them, at pleasure, 
in sums not less than $100, for certificates of 
funded stock, bearing interest at six per cent. per 
annum, from the first day of the calendar month. 
next ensuing that in which they shall be pre- 
sented to the ‘Treasury of the United States, or a 
commissioner of loans. 

(5.) Thé stock, thus created by the exchange 
of Treasury notes of either denomination, is re- 
imbursable.at any time.after the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1824, and it is charged upon such funds as 
had been, or should be, established by law for the 
payment and reimbursement of the funded public 
debt contracted since the declaration of war. 

5. An authority was given to raise, by Joan, a 
sum not exceeding $18,452,800, and to create 
stock for the amount, reimbursable at any time 
after the expiration of twelve years from the last 
day of December, 1815. Neither the rate of in- 
terest nor the price of the stock-was limited ; but 
it was declared that there might be received in 
payment of subscriptions to the loan, such ‘I'rea- 
sury notes as were actually issued before the 
passing of the act, and which were made by law 
a charge on the Sinking Fund. And the payment 
of the interest, and the reimbursement on the 
purchase of the principal of the stock are charged 
upon the Sinking Fund. 

6. It was declared that any holder of any 
Treasury note issued, or authorized to be issued, 
under any laws previously passed, might convert 
them into-certificates of funded d 
interest of six per cent. per annum. 

7. And it was declared that it should be law- 
ful for the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to 
be paid the interest upon Treasury notes which 
have become due and remain unpaid, as well 
with respect to the time elapsed before they be- 
came due, as with respect to the time that shall 
elapse after they become due ; and, until funds 
shall be assigned for the payment of the said 


‘Treasury notes, and notice thereof shall be given. | 


The progress of expenditure and of revenue for 
the entire period of the war is thus developed, 
and, independent of the balance of the appropri- 
ations for the year 1814, which is transferred to 
the accounts for the year 1815, the subject may 
be reduced to the following general abstract : 


The actual receipts of the Treasury. 
In 1812, they amounted to the sum of $22,639,032 76 
From revenue - - $9,801,132 76 
From loans - - - 10,002,400 00 
From Treasury notes, 2,835,500 00 


—_- 


In 1813, they amounted tothe sum of 40,524,844 95 
From revenue - - $14,340,709 95 ` 

From loans - - + 20,089,635 00 

From Treasury notes, 6,094,500 00 

In 1814, they amounted to the sum of $34,878,432 25 
From revenue - - $11,500,606 25 

From loans - - - 15,080,546 00 

From Treasury notes, 8,297,280 00 


debt, bearing an | 


The aggregate amount of the receipts 
into the Treasury, for the three 
years of war, being the sum of $98,042,309 96 


—— 


The actual disbursements of the Treasury. 


In 1812, thcy amounted to the sum of $22,279,121 15 

For the civil, diploma- 
tic, and miscellane- 
ous expenses of Gov- 
ernment - 

For the military ser- 
vice, (including the 
Indian Department,) 12,078,773 24. 

For the naval service, 3,959,365 15 

For the public debt, 4,449,622 45 


$1,791,360 31 


In 1813, they amounted to the sum of 39,190,520 36 

For the civil, diploma- f 
tic, and miscellane- 
ous expenses of Gov- 
ernment - 

For the military ser- 
vice, (including the 
Indian Department, 
&c.) - - 

For the naval service, 

For the public debt, 


$1,833,308 80 


19,802,488 02 
6,446,600 10 
11,108,123 44 


In 1814, they amounted to the sum of 38,547,915 62 

For the civil, diploma- 
tic, and miscellane- 
ous expenses of Goy- 
ernment - 

For the military ser- 
vice, (including the 
Indian Department, 

-) 20,510,238 00 

For the naval service, 7,312,899 90 

For the public debt, 8,386,880 59 


$2,337,897 13 


$100,017,557 13 


But, as the receipts of the Treasury for the 
year 1815 are derived principally from the war 
revenue and resources, and as its expenditures 
arise, also, principally from the arrearages of the 
war demands, it is proper to comprise them, as 
far as tbey are ascertained, in the following sup- 
plemental statement: 


1. The gross receipts of the Treasury 

for 1812, 1813, and 1814, amount- 

ed, as above stated, to the sum of $98,042,309 96 
The receipts of the Treasury for 1815, 

to the 30th of September last, can- 

not be precisely stated, as the ac- 

counts to that time are not yet ac- 

tually made up; but they are esti- 

mated to have amounted to the 


sum of - - - - - 39,372,000 00 
From revenue - $12,400,000 00 
From loans - 11,034,000 00 


From Treasury notes, 15,938,000 00 


$39,372,000 00 


= 
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The aggregate of the receipts of the 

Treasury from the ist of January, 
. .1912,. to. the 30th of September, 
_ 1815, being the sum of 


m 
I 


.2: Tho gross disbursements of the 
Treasury for 1812, 1813, and 1814, 
amounted, as above stated, to the 
sum of - - 

The disbursements of the Treasury 
for 1815, to the 30th of September 
`. lest, amounted to the sum of 

For the civil, diploma- 
tic, and miscellane- 
oug expenses - $2,537,000 00 

For the military ser- 
vice, &c. - 15,190,144. 71 

. For the naval service, 

2 7,050,000 25 

- 8,909,178. 22 


AS 


33,686,323 18 


&e. - - 
For the public debt 
$33,680,323 18 


poaa 


‘The aggregate of tho disbursements 
of the Treasury from the 1st of Jan- 
uary, 1812, to.the 30th of Septem 
ber, 1815, being the sum of 


$13,703,880, 3} 


It will be natural here to inquire into the gen- 
_eral effects of the war-upon the public debt of the 
United States; and the annexed table, marked 
C, exhibits a detailed statement of the unsatisfied 
amount, on the Ist day of January, annually, 
from the year 1791 to the year 1815, both inclu- 
sive. The subject, however, may be placed dis- 
tinctly in the following point of view, upon esti- 
mates referring to the date of the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1815: 
Of the Public Debt. 

2, The amount of the funded debt contracted 
before the late war, which remained unsatisfied 
‘on the 30th of September, 1815, may be stated 
at the sum of $39,135,484 96, to wit: 

(1.) In old six percent. 
stock, ‘the nominal 
- amount being $17,350,871 39 
And the amount reim- 
pursed being 


13,167,687, 90 


Balance due on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1815 - 

(2.) In deferred six per 

_ cent. stock, the nomi- 

nal amount being 

And the. amount reim- 

pursed being 


9,358,320 85 


4,152,543 93 
Balance due on the 
30th of Septem- 

ber, 1815 

(3.) In three per cent. stock 

(4.) In exchanged six per cent. stock, 

under the act of 1812 

(5.) In six per cent. stock of 1796 

(6.) In Louisiana six per c 


$137,414,309 96 


$100,017,557 13 


3,783,284 39 


5,205,776 42 
16,158,177 43 


2,984,746 72 
80,000 00 
ent. stock 10,923,500 00 


————————————— 


Balance on the 30th of September, 
1815, of the whole of the pub- 
lic debt contracted before the ; 
wat .- $39,135,484 96 


2, The amount of the funded debt contracted , 
on account of the late war, on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1815, may be stated at the sum of $63,- 
144,972 50, to wit: y 


a In six percent. stock of 1812, (the 
11,000,000 toan,) authorized by the 
act of the 4th of March, 1812, ob- 
tained’ at par, and not reimbursable 
before the year 1825 - - žá- 
2.) In six per cent, stock of 1813, (the 
$16,000,000 loan,) authorized by the 
act of the 8th of February, 1813, ob- 
tained at the rate of $88 in cash for 
$100 in stock, and not rejmbursea- 
ble before the year 1826 - 
(3.) In six per cent. stock of 1813, (the 
$7,500,000 loan,) authorized by the 
act of the 2d of August, 1813, ob- 
* tained at tho rate of $88 25 in mo- 
ney for $100 in stock, and not reim- 
bursable before the year 1826 - 
(4.) In six per cent. stock of 1814, 
(which arose from loans in parts of 
a sum of $25,000,000, called the 
$10,000,000 loan and the $6,000,000 
loan,) authorized by tho act of the 
24th of March, 1834, obtained at 
different rates, and not reimbursea- 
ble before 1827, to wit: 
$12,292,888 90, at 80 per cent. 


7,860,500 00 


18,109,877 48 


8,498,581 95 


stock 15,366,111 21 


340,810 00, at 85 per cent. do. - 165,658 82 
43,222 22, at 90} per cent. do. - 47,657 79 
74,590 75, at 904 per cent. do. - 82,420 72 


e—a 
12,551,511 87. 

(5.) In six per 
(the $12,000,0 


cent. stock of 1815, 
00 loan,) authorized 
by the act of the 3d of March, 1815, 
obtained at different rates, payable 
in Treasury notes, or in cash, and ' 
not reimburseable before 1827, to 


wit: 
$7,924,219 59, at 95 per cent. stock - 8,341,283 77 
1,047,846 30, at 963 per cent. do. - 1,085,851 08 
32,978 49, at 97 per cent. do. - 33,998 44 
275,000 00, at 98 per cent. do. - 280,612 24 
4,000 00, at par o - 4,000 00 


(6.) In seven per cent stock of 1815, 
created by funding Treasury notes 
not bearing interest, issued part at 
par, and part upon an advance, un- 
der the act of the 24th of February, 
1815, and not reimburseable until 


1825 3,268,949 00 


eel 


Estimated amount of the whole of the 
funded public debt in reference to 


the late war - - 63,144,972 50 


3, The amount of the floating debt contracted 
since the commencement of the late war, calcu- 
lated to the 30th of September, 1815, may be 
stated at the sum of $17,355,101, to wit: 
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but unpaid - - = 2,799,200 00 
Payable in the year 1815, 

but unpaid - - 7,847,280 00 
Payable inthe year 1816, 

but unpaid - - $2,772,720 00 
Payable also in 1816,( is- 

sued under the special 

authority of the act of 

the 26th of December, 

1814,) but unpaid - 8,318,400 00 


21,737,600 00 
Deduct the amount reim- 
bursed in 1815, at Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore, ` 
‘Washington, Charles- 
ton and Savannah) - 1,536,000 00 


20,201,600 00 
Of this aggregate there ; 
has been subscribed in 
principal and interest 
to the loan of 1815, 
about the sum of - 4,631,587 06 
From which deducting 
an average estimate of 
near one year’s inter- 


est, about the sum of 216,587 06 


There will remain for the 
amount of principal 
subscribed to the loan, 
-about the sum of 

And it is estimated that 
there has been paid on 
account of duties and 
taxes to the collectors 
of the customs, the in- 
ternal duties, and the 
direct tax, about the 
sumof - - - 1,200,000 00 


4,315,000 00 


5,515,000 00 


Outstanding amount of Treasury notes 
bearing interest at 5 2-5 per cont. 
‘per annum, about the sum of - - 14,686,600 00 

(2.) The aggregate of 
small Treasury notes 
issued and reissued 
under the act of the 
24th February, 1815, 
amounts to about the 
sumof - - 

Of this aggregate there 
has been funded for 
seven per cent. stock, 
included in the fore- 
going statement of the 
funded public debt, 
about the sum of - 3,268,949 00 

And there has been paid 

on account of duties 
and taxes, about tho 
sumof -> - a 


4,142,850 00 


50,000 00 
3,318,949 00 


sury notes, about the 
sumof - - - = ` 

@.) The aggregate. of f 
Treasury notes of the 
new emission, issued 
under the act of the 
24th February, 1815, 
amounts to about the 
sum of -~ - coe = - 

Leaving the amount of 
floating public debt, in 
Treasury notes, on the 
Ist of October, 1815, 
about the sum of - ~ - 

But to this amount of the 
public floating debt, in 
Treasury notes, there 
must be added the 
following temporary 
loans, to wit: 

(1.) A temporary loan, 
made by the State 
Bank of Boston in 
1812, payable the 15th 
and 3lst of Decem- 
ber, 1814, but unpaid 

(2.) A temporary loan, 
made hy the Cumber- 
land Bank in 1812, 
payable the 15th of 
November, 1817 - 

(3.) A temporary loan, * 
made by the Bank of 
the State of South Car- 
olina, in 1814, payable 
the Ist of December, 
1815- ž - - -~ 

(4.) A temporary loan, 
made by the Mechan- 
ics’ Bank of New York, 
in 1815, payablo when 
demanded - - - 

(5.) A temporary loan, 
made by the State of 
New York, payable in 
the year 1817 - - 


- $823,901 00 


694,600 00 


- 16,205,101 00 


500,000 00 


50,000 00 


50,000 00 


200,000 00 


350,000 00 
————— 1,150,000 00 


Making the aggregate 
amount of the floating 
public debt about the 


sumof - - - - - - 17,355,101 00 


RECAPITULATION. 

1. The amount of the unsatisfied funded public debt, 
contracted before the war, on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1815, was the sum of - = $39,135,484 96 

2. The amount of the 
funded public debt 
contracted, in refer- 
ence to the late war, 
on the same day, the 
sum of - - - 63,144,972 50 

3. The amount of the 
floating public debt, 
contracted since the 
war, was, on the 
same day, the sum of 17,355,101 00 
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Total of the ascertained amount of 
the public debt created since the 
war, to the 30th of September, g 
1815 -= - - = -$80,500,073 50 


Total amount of the national debt on 
the 30th of September, 1815 - - 119,635,558 46 


It is proper to remark, that the aggregate of 
the national debt thus stated to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1815, is subject to considerable changes 
and additions. The floating debt in Treasury 
notes is convertible, at the pleasure of the credi- 
tors, into funded debt; and, independent of a di- 
rect application of the current revenue to dis- 
charge the Treasury notes, as well as the tempo- 
rary loans, there must be a great, though gradual 
reduction of the floating debt, by the payments 
made in Treasury notes, for duties, taxes, and 
public lands. There are, indeed, some claims 
know to exist for loans, supplies, and services, 
during the late war, which have not been liqui- 
dated, or are not embraced by existing appropri- 
ations; and doubtless there are other legal and 
equitable claims which have not yet been brought 
into view, in any form, at the accounting depart- 
ments, but which may eventually receive the 
sanction of Congress. It is not, however, within 
the scupe of any estimate hitherto made, to state 
the probable addition to the funded debt, under 
all circumstances, at more than $7,000,000, which 
would consequently place the aggregate of the 
funded debt, created in consequence of the war, 
at a sum not: much exceeding $70,000,000. But 
it may be important to recollect, that the war 
debt has not been entirely incurred for objects 
limited to the continuance of the war; and that 
the military and naval establishments in particu- 
lar have derived durable advantages from the 
expenditures of the Treasury. 

‘For the payment of the interest, and the reim- 
bursement or gradual extinguishment of the na- 
tional debt, the resources of the Treasury are 
abundant, although the state of the circulating 
medium (which will be more particularly con- 
sidered hereafter) has rendered it impracticable 
to obtain at all times, upon reasonablé terms, the 
local currency of some of the places appointed 
for the discharge of the public engagements. 
These resources depend upon the Sinking Fund, 
connected with the faith of the United States, 
which is pledged to supply from the existing, or 


from other subjects of revenue, the deficiencies of 


that fund. 
The Sinking Fund. 
The public debt amounted, on the Ist of Jan- 
vary, 1791, to the sum of $75,463,476 52, and it 
consisted— ; 


Of the foreign debt - - - 
Of the domestic debt - = - 


- $12,812,821 92 
62,650,654 60 


75,463,476 -52 


The foreign debt experienced various changes 
in form and in amount. Krom 1792 to 1795 it 


ous changes in form and amount. 
nally stipulated that it should be subject to re- 
demption by payments, not exceeding in one 
year, On account 
the proportion of eight dollars upon one hundred 
dollars of the stock; and when the Sinking Fund 
was constituted and organized, provision was 
made for effecting the payments in that propor- 
tion, until the whole debt should be extinguished 
by dividends payable on the last days of March 
June, and September, in each year, at the rate o 
one and a half per cent, and, on the last day of 
December, in each'year, at the rate of three and 
a half percent. upon the original capital. Dau- 
ring the first period of about ten years, from 
1791, until the ist of January, 1801, the amount 
of the domestic debt never fell below the sum 
which has been stated; and in 1801 it stood 
at about the sumi of $72,619,050 80. 
mentation, created on account of the purchase of 
Louisiana, (amounting to $15,000,000,) raised 
the capital of the domestic debt, in 1804, to the 
sum of $80,691,120 88; but from that period 
there was a considerable annual diminution of 
the amount, until it was reduced on the 30th of 
September, 1815, to the already specified sum of 
$39,135,484 96. 


rose above the amount stated for 1791, but from 
that period it was gradually reduced; and on the 
ist of January, 1801, it stood at the sum of $10,- 
419,000. From the year 1801, however, the an- 
nual reduction was more rapid; and in the year 
1810 the foreign debt became extinct. 


The domestic debt has also experienced vari- 
It was origi- 


both of principal and interest, 


The aug- 


: The Sinking Fund, by whose operations these 


beneficial effects have been produced, may be re- 
garded as coeval with the organization of the 


present Government; but it has undergone many 


important modifications. 


1. The early appropriations of the revenue 
were confined to the payment of the interest and 
instalments of the foreign debt, and to the pay- 
ment of the interest of the domestic debt; but 
so early as the 4th of August, 1790, the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands in the Western 
territory were permanently and exclusively ap- 
propriated and pledged towards sinking and dis- 
charging the debts for which the United States 
were then holden. The annexed table, D, will 
exhibit a statement of the quantity of the public 
lands which have been annually sold, and of the 
proceeds of the sales, as far as can be now ascer- 
tained. , 

2. In the year 1792, however, commissioners 
were designated and authorized to purchase the 
public debt at its market price, not exceeding the 
par value, and the interest of the debt purchased, 
together with the surplus of certain other appro- 
priations, was assigned for that purpose. When 
the annual amount of the fund thus created 
should be equal to two per cent. on the six per 
cent. stock, it was directed to be first applied to 
the redemption of that stock, according to the 
right reserved, and then to the purchase, at its 
market price, of any other public stock. 

3. In the year 1795 “the Sinking Fund” was 
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established by name ; its resources were vested in 
the same commissioners, and its operations were 
subjected to their direction and management. The 
duty of the commissioners, independent of tempo- 
rary objects, consisted in applying the Sinking 
Fund, Ist, to the payment of the six per cent. stock, 
at the stipulated rate of eight per cent. per annum ; 
2d, to the payment of the deferred stock after the 
year 1801, according to the same stipulation ; and, 
3d, if any surplus remained, towards the further 
and final redemption of the public debt, of every 
denomination, For theaccomplishment of these 
purposes there were permanently appropriated 
and pledged, in addition to the other moneys con- 
stituling the Sinking Fund, and the interest of 
the amount of the purchased or redeemed debt, 
Ast, a sufficient sum arising yearly, and every 
year, from the duties on imports and tonnage, 
and the duty on domestic distilled spirits and 
stills, as might be rightfully paid of the principal 
of the six per cent. stock, commencing on the 1st 
of January, 1802. 2d. The dividends on the pub- 
lie shares in the Bank of the United States; but 
the shares were sold in 1796 and 1802, under an 
authority given in 1795. 3d. The net proceeds 
of the sales of public lands in the Western terri- 
tory. 4th. Moneys received into the Treasury 
on account of old debts. 5th. The surpluses of 
revenue beyond the amount of the appropria- 
tions. 

4, Such was the outline of the Sinking Fund, 
when, on the 6th of April, 1802, the internal du- 
ties were repealed; and, on the 29th of April, 
1802, a new and additional provision was made 
for the redemption of the public debt. Thus, an 
annual sum of $7,300,000 was permanently ap- 
propriated and vested in the Commissioners of 
the Sinking Fund, to be produced, 1st, by the 
moncys (other than the surpluses of revenue) 
which then constituted the fund, or should arise 
to it by virtue of any previous provisions. 2d. 
By the sums annually required to discharge the 
interest and charges of the public debt ;‘and, 3dly. 
By so much of the dutics on merchandise and 
tonnage as would be necessary, together with the 
preceding resources, to complete the annual in- 
vestment of $7,300,000, The act not only placed 
the reimbursement of the principal, but also the 
payment on account of interest and charges of 
the public debt, under the superintendence of the 
commissioners; making it their duty to cause the 
fand to be applied in payment, Ist, of such sums 
as by virtue of any acts they had previously been 
directed to pay; 2d, of such sums as may be an- 
nually wanted to discharge the interest and 
charges accruing on any other part of the then 
debt of the United States; 3d, of such sums as 
may be annually required to discharge any in- 
stalment of the principal of the then debt; and 
4th, as to any surplus, to apply it towards the 
further and final redemption, by payment or pur- 
chase of the then debt. The act of the 10th of 
November, 1803, having created six per cent. 
stock to the amount of $11,250,000, in pursuance 
of the convention for the purchase of Louisiana, 
added an annual sum of $700,000 to the Sinking 


Fund, to be paid out of the duties on merchan- 
dise and tonnage, and to be applied by the com- 
missioners to the payment of the publie debt 
including the Louisiana stock, in the manner 
above stated. It may be added, that the interest 
on the Louisiana stock is payable in Europe ; but 
the principal is reimbursable at the Treasury of 
the United States, in four annual instalments, 
commencing in 1818, 

_Itis obvious that a sinking fund of $8,000,000 
(independent of the gencral pledges in prior laws) 
was ample for the payment of the interest and 
the principal of the public debt, amounting only 
to the sum of $86,000,000, extinguishing the six 
per cent, stock in 1818, the deferred stock in 1824, 
and the Louisiana stock in 1822, as fast as the 
terms of the contracts and the policy of Govern- 
ment would permit. The general operation of 
the fund, indeed, has been shown ; but it is proper 
more particularly to add, that, on the Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1815, there had been transferred to the cre- 
dit of the commissioners, in the books of the 
Treasury, an amount of public debt equal to the 
sum of $33,873,463 98, of the following denomi- 
nations, to wit: 


i 1.—Foreign Debt. 
Three per cent. stock, $8,200,000 00 
Four and a half per 

cent. stock 820,000 00 
Four per cent. stock - 3,180,000 00 


$12,200,000 00 


2.—Domestic Debt. 
Six per cent. stock - 1,946,026 92 
Three per cent. stock - 698,555 41 
Deferred six per cent. 
stock - 1,005,179 .83 
Eight per cent. stock - 6,482,500 00 
Exchanged six per cent. . 


stock - - - 6,294,051 12 
Commuted six per cent. 
stock - - - 1,859,850 70 


Four and a half per cent. 
stoc! - - 176,000 00 
Five and a half per cent. 
stock - 1,848,900 00 
Navy six per cent. stock 711,700 00 


Louisiana six per cent. 


stock - - 326,500 00 
Six per cent. stock of 
1812 - - - 324,200 00 


———————-_ 21,673,463 98 


$33,873,463 98 


But the charges upon the Sinking Fund have 
accumulated, in consequence of the late war, to 
an amount which it has not the capacity to de- 
fray; while its operations, in other respects, haye 
heen obstructed by the temporary failure of the 
revenue arising from duties on merchandise and 
tonnage, and the protracted embarrassments of 

i the circulating medium: thus, 


1. The annual appropriation for the Sinking 
Fund amounts to $8,000,000, and cousists at 
present— 
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(1.) Of the interest,on such parts of the 
public debt.as have been reimbursed 
or paid off, (which, however, is itself 
etived from the customs,) estimated 
‘on the 30th of September, 1815, at ae 
the surn of - - - - -$1,968,577 64 
(2.) Of the net proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, exclusive of lands 
sold in the Mississippi Territory, 
(which as yet belong to the State of 
~ Georgia,) estimated annually at the 
‘sum of - - - - - = 
(8.) Qfthe proceeds of duties on im- 
:-ports and tonnage, to complete the - 
. annual investments, estimated. at- the 
o Rofe -`a - - - 
$8,000,000 00 
2. The annual charge upon the Sinking Fund 
estimated for 1816, will amount probably to the 
sam of $14,524,200. 


000,000, about the sum of - 
On account of the principal and inter- 

‘est of the Treasury notes, issued 

under the act of the 30th of June, 

. 3812, the 25th of February, 1813, ahd 

‘the 4th of March, 1814, (after allow- 
+ ing:for the amount reimbursed, sub- 

scribed to the loan, and paid for du- 

ties,) about the sum of - - - 6,864,200 00 


$14,524,200 00 


4,200,000 00 


$ 


Deficit.in the amount of the Sinking 
Fund, compared with the charges 
_ upon it, estimated for 1816 - - $6,524,200 00 


From this view of. the financial operations of 
the Government the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with every.sentiment of deference and: respect, 
presents ‘the following general conclusions for 
‘the consideration of Congress: 

1. That the existing revenue of the United 
States arises, Ist, from duties on imported mer- 
chandise, and the tonnage of vessels; 2d, inter- 
nal duties, including the direct tax upon lands, 
houses, and slaves; and, 3d, the proceeds of the 
sales of public lands; but some of these duties 
and taxes are permanently imposed, and some 
are-limited in their duration. 

2. That the following duties or taxes are either 
partially or wholly limited in their duration: 1. 
The duties on merchandise and tonnage will be 
reduced one-half on the 17th of February, 1816, 
except such as are imposed on goods of the like 
deseription with the articles of domestic manu- 
facture, on which duties have been laid, and in- 
cluded in the general pledge. 2, The new duty 
on salt; the duty on sugar refined within the 
United States; and the stamp duty on bank 
Notes, promissory notes discounted, and on bills 
of exchange, are not included in the general 


| retailers of .wines, 


800,000 00 | P+ 4 > i 
ues | duties upon household furniture and watches. 


5,280,422 36 | 


pledge, and will wholly cease on the 17th of 
February, 1816. ; . 

3. That the following duties or taxes are not 
limited in their duration, and are included-in the 
general pledge: 1. The direct tax upon lands, 
houses, and slaves. 2. The duties upon licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liqhors and upon the 
liquors distilled, 3. The duty upon licenses to 
spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise. 4. The duty upon sales at auction. 
5. Fhe duty upon carriages and harness, 6. The 


7. The duties on articles manufactured or made 
for sale within the United States. 8. The rate 
of postage. 

4. That the faith of the United States, and the 
revenue arising from the duties and taxes, which 
are not limited in their duration, are pledged for 
the punctual payment of the public debt, pringi- 
pal and interest, according. to the terms of the 
contracts respectively ; and, for creating an ade- 
quate sinking fund, gradually to. reduce, and 
eventually to extinguish the debt. But this 
pledge will be satisfied by the substitution of 
other adequate duties or taxes; and the increase 
in the proceeds of the duties on merchandise, 
subsequent to the pledge, affords an advantageous 
opportunity of making such substitution in re- 
spect to the more inconvenient and burdensome 
portion of the internal duties. 

5. That the establishment of-a revenue system, 
which shall not be exclusively dependent upon 
the supplies of foreign commerce, appears, at 
this juncture, to claim particular attention. 


II.—A view of the finances for 1815, with. esti- 
maies of the public revenue and expenses for 
1816. 


At the close of the last session of Congress the 
demands upon the Treasury were interesting in 
their nature, as well as great in their amount. 
Exclusively of the ordinary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, they consisted of demands for the pay- 
ment of the army, preparatory to its reduction 
to the Peace Establishment, with other. very 
heavy arrearages and disbursements in the War 
and Navy Departments; for the payment of the 
dividends on the funded debt, and of the arreara- 
ges, as well as the accruing claims on account of 
the Treasury note debt; and for the payment of 
the Louisiana dividends, with other considerable 
debts contracted in Europe in consequence of the 
late war. 

The efficiency of the means which were pos- 
sessed for the liquidation of these demands de- 
pended upon circumstances beyond the control of 
the Government. The balance of money in the 
Treasury consisted of bank credits, lying chiefly 
in the southern and western sections of the Union. 
The revenue proceeding from the provision made 
prior to the last session of Congress was, compa- 
ratively, of small amount. ‘The revenue pro- 
ceeding from the. provision made during that 
session could not be available for a great portion 
of the present year; and, in both instances, the 
revenue was payable in Treasury notes, or it 
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assumed the form of bank credits, at the respec- 
tive places of collection. . The only remaining 
resources for immediate use were an additional 
issue of Treasury notes, and a loan; but the suc- 
cessful employment of these resources was ren- 
dered for some time doubtful, by the peculiar 


situation of the credit and currency: of the na- 
tion. ; 


The suspension of specie payments throughout 
the greater portion of the United States, and the 
consequent cessation of the interchange of bank 
notes and bank credits, between the institutions 


of the different States, had deprived the Treasury 
of all the facilities of transferring its funds from 
place : 
made, at an early period, to the principal banks 


of the commercial cities, on the line of the Atlan- 


tic, with a view, in some degree, to restore those 
facilities, could not be effected, for the want of a 
concurrence in the requisite number of banks. 
Hence it has happened (and the duration of the 
evil is without any positive limitation) that, 
however adequate the public revenue may be, in 
its general product, to discharge the public en- 
gagemcnts, it becomes totally inadequate in the 
process of its application, i 
public funds in one part no longer affords the 
evidence of a fiscal capacity to discharge a pub- 
lic debt in any other part of the Union. 

From the suspension of specie payments, and 
from various other causes, rea! or imaginary, 
differences in the rate of exchange arose between 
the several States, and even between the several 
districts in the same State; and the embarrass- 
ments of the Treasury were more and more in- 
creased, since Congress had not sanctioned any 
allowance on account of the rate of exchange ; 
and the amount of the legislative appropriations 
was the same, wherever the legislative objects 
were to be effected. But the Treasury notes par- 
took of the inequalities of the exchange in the 
transactions of individuals, although the Treasury 
could only issue them at their par value. The 
public stock, created in consideration of a loan, 
also partook of the inequalities of the exchange, 
although to the Government the value of the 
stock created, and the obligation of the debt to 
be discharged, were the same, wherever the sub- 
scription to the loan might be made. 

Thus, notwithstanding the ample revenue pro- 
vided and permanently pledged for the payment 
of the public creditor, and, notwithstanding the 
auspicious influence of peace upon the resources 
of the nation, the market price of the Treasury 
notes, and of the public stock, was every where 
far below its par or true value, for a considerable 
period after the adjournment of Congress ; vibra- 
ting, however, with a change of place, from the 
rate of 75 to the rate of 90 per cent. Payments 
in bank paper were universally preferred, during 
that period, to payments in the paper of the Gov- 
ernment; and it wasa natural consequence that 
wherever the Treasury failed in procuring a local 
currency, it failed also in making a stipulated 
payment. 

Under these extraordinary and perplexing cir- 


to place; and a proposition which was 


since the possession of 


2. That there had been issued, for the pay- 


cumstances, the great effort of the Treasury was, 
1st. To provide promptly and effectually for all 
urgent demands, at the proper place of payment 
and to the requisite amount of funds. 2d. To 
overcome the difficulties of the circulating me- 
dium, as far as it was practicable, so that no cred- 
itor should receive more, and no debtor pay less, 
in effective value, on the same account, than every 
other creditor, or every other debtor. And, 3d, 
To avoid any unreasonable sacrifice of the pub- 
lic property, particularly when it must also be 
attended with a sacrifice of the public credit. It 
was not expected that this effort would every- 
where produce the same satisfaction, and the same 
results; but the belief is entertained that it has 
been successful in the attainment of its objects, to 
the extent of a just anticipation. 


Of the uses of the Treasury Notes. 


The Treasury notes, which were issued undcr 
acts passed prior to the 24th of February, 1815, 
were, for the most part a denomination too high 
to serve as a current medium of exchange, and it 
was soon ascertained that the small Treasury 
notes, fundable at an interest of 7 per cent., though 
of a convenient denomination for common use, 
would be converted into stock almost as soon as 
they were issued. With respect to the first de- 
scription, therefore, the issue has not been re- 
strained ; but with respect to the second descrip- 
tion, the issue has been generally limited to cases 
of peculiar urgency ; such as the payment of the 
army, preparatory to its reduction; the payment 
of the dividends on the public debt where the 


local currency could not be obtained; and the 


payment of an inconsiderable amount of miscel- 

laneous claims, apparently entitled to distinction. 
The annexed table, marked E, contains a state- 

ment of the amount of the small Treasury notes 

which had been issued on the 30th of September, 

1815, from which it appears, , 

1. That there had been issued, for the payment of the 
army, the sum of - - - $1,465,069 


ment of the dividends of the public debt, 


the sum of - - - - - - 1,203,100 
3. That there had been issued, for sundry 
miscellaneous claims, the sum of - - 109,681 


4. That there has heen sold at an advance 


(producing $32,107 64,) for the purpose 
of raising funds to meet the general en- 
gagements of the Treasury, a sum of - 1,365,000 


$4,142,850 


Of the Loan 


The act of the 3d March, 1815, authorized a 
loan fora sum not exceeding $18,452,800. It was 
made lawful to accept, in payment of subscrip- 
lions, such Treasury notes as had been charged 
on the Sinking Fund; and a commission, not ex 
ceeding one quarter of one per cent, Was allowed 
for selling the certificates of stock, or procuring 
subscriptions to the loan. Under this authority 
the annexed notice, marked F., dated the 10th of 
March, 1815, was published, opening è loan for 
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The offers to subscribe to the loan prior to the 
19th of April, 1815, placed (as it were proper to 
place) money. and Treasury notes upon the same 
footing; but the offers varied essentially in the 
terms and conditions that were annexed to them ; 
and, in point of fact, no direct offer was made to 
subscribe at a higher rate than 89 per cent., while 
some of the offers were made at a rate even lower 
than 75 per cent. Upon this experiment, there- 
fore, it was seen at once that the new situation of 
the Treasury required a new course of proceed- 
ing, and that neither the justice due to the equal 
rights of the public creditor, nor a fair estimate 
of the value of the public property, nor an hono- 
rable regard for the public credit, would permit 
the loan to assume the shape and character of a 
scramble, subservient to the speculations, which 
create what is called a market price, and shifting 
in every town and village of every State, accord- 
ing to the arbitrary variations of what is called 
the difference of exchange. 

In this view of the subjedt all the offers of sub- 
scriptions to the loan, made in the first instance, 
were declined; but it was declared, at the same 
time, that offers at the rate of 95 per cent. would 
be accepted. The rate thus proposed was adopt- 
ed upon.a consideration of the valuc of the stock, 
of the equitable as well as legal claim of the hold- 
ers of Treasury notes, and of the real condition 
of the public credit. The object of the loan be- 
ing (as already stated) to absorb a portion of the 
Treasury note debt, and to acquire a sufficiency 
of local currency for local purposes, the price of 
the stock at the Treasury was, of course, inde- 
pendent of the daily up and down prices of the 
various stock markets in the Union, and could 
only be effected by the progress towards the at- 
tainment of those objects. Thus, while the wants 
of the Treasury were sufliciently supplied, offers 
to subscribe were freely accepted, and the parties 
were sometimesauthorized and invited tv increase 
the amount of their offers; but, where local funds 
had so accumulated as to approach the probable 
amount of the local demands, the price of the 
stock was raised at the Treasury ; and when the 
accumulation was deemed adequate to the whole 
amount of the local demands, the loan was closed. 

The policy of the course pursued at the Trea- 
sury was soon demonstrated. Offers of subscrip- 
tion to the loan, at the rate of 95 per cent., paya- 
ble in Treasury notes or in money, were present- 
ed to a large amount soon after the rule of the 
Treasury was declared; and the annexed table, 
marked G, will exhibit the progressive and actual 
state of all the subscriptions to the 30th of Sep- 
tember last. 

In the District of Columbia the money sub- 
scriptions (including the subscription of certain 
‘liquidated claims upon the Treasury) were, suc- 


cessively, at 95, 964, 97, and 98 per cent., and 
finally atpar. In the city of Baltimore the money 
subscriptions have been at 95 and 964 per cent. 
In the city of Philadelphia the money subscrip- 
tions have been entirely at 95 per cent, The 
price was raised at the Treasury from 95 to 98 
per cent. on the 18th of June, (subject, of course, 
to all unexecuted subscriptions previously aecep- 
ted or authorized,) and since that time conside- 
rable offers have been received at 95 and 96 per 
cent., but none have been received at theincreased 
rate of 98.per cent. The subscriptions, payable 
in Treasury notes, have been made in all places 
at the same rate of 95 percent. A general ab- 
stract of the state of the loan may, therefore, be 
reduced to the following form: 
In the District of Columbia the subscriptions have 
amounted— _ . 
1. In money, to the sum of $2,282,037 38 
2. In Treasury notes, to 257,276 65 ; 
2,539,314 03 


In Baltimore the subscrip- 

tions have amounted— 
1. In money, to - - $1,994,818 50 
2. In Treasury notes,to 608,661 90 


In Philadelphia the sub- 

scriptions amounted— 
1. In money, to - $1,845,000 00 
2. In Treasury notes, to - 1,260,568 69 


2,603,480 40 


3,105,568 69 
In New York the sub- 


scriptions have amount- 
ed— 
l. In money, to - - 601 44 
2. In Treasury notes, to 658,371 61 
—_. 658,973 05 


In Rhode Island the subscriptions have ; 
amounted, in Treasury notes, to - 132,020 69 
In Massachusetts the subscriptions have 


amounted, in Treasury notes, to - 97,301 32 
In New Hampshire the subscriptions have 

amounted, in Treasury notes, to - 52,386 20 
In North Carolina the subscriptions have 

amounted, in Treasury notes, to - 95,000 00 


$9,284,044 38 


Having thus absorbed a portion of the Trea- 
sury note debt, and deeming the Treasury to be 
possessed of a sufficient supply of the local cur- 
rency of the places at which the Treasury notes, 
unsubscribed and in arrears, were payable by law, 
except in the cities of New York and Boston, the 
Secretary of the Treasury proceeded to assign 
funds for the payment of the Treasury notes, and 
to give notice thereof in the form of the annexed 
copies, (marked, respectively, H and I,) in por- 
suance of the act of Congress, passed on the 3d 
of March, 1815. As a sufficient supply of the 
local currencies of Boston and New York had not 
been obtained, the overture was made in the same 
notice to discharge the Treasury notes payable 
in those cities, and in arrears, by accepting them 
in subscription to the loan, at the rate of 95 per 
cent, by exchanging them for other Treasury 
notes, in which the interest dve should be inclu- 
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Of the transfer of bulances of appropriations and 
of revenue from 1814 to 1515. 


In the administration of the finances it has been 
the practice to consider the demands and the sup- 
plies of each year as distinct subjects for legisla- 
tive provision, independent of the balances of ap- 
propriations or of revenue existing at the close of 
the preceding years. The same course will now 
be pursued, but with a few explanatary remarks. 
The annual appropriations have never been en- 
tirely absorbed during the year for which they 
were made ; and the credit given by law for pay- 
ments in every branch of the revenue, necessarily 
introducesa discrimination between the amount of 
duties which acerues within the year, as a debt 
to the Government, and the amount which is paid 
within the year, as money into the Treasury. The 
annual appropriations, however, are not charged 
upon the revenue of the year specifically in which 
they are made; and, in point of fact, they are 
satisfied whenever demanded, out of any unappro- 
priated money in the Treasury, without reference 
to the time wheu the revenue accrued, or when 
the money was actually received at the Trea- 
sury. 

The inconvenience of continuing appropria- 
tions in force, which were liable to be drawn from 
the Treasury during any indefinite period, induced 
Congress to enact, in the year 1795, that any ap- 
propriations (except permanent appropriations for 
the interest of the funded debt, or appropriations 
for the payment of loatis and the accruing inter- 
est, for the Sinking Fund, and for purposes which 
specially require, by law, a longer duration) re- 
maining unexpénded for more than two years 
after the expiration of the calendar yearin which 
the act of appropriation was passed should cease 
and determine; and that the unexpended sum 
should be carried to an account on the books of 
the Treasury, to be denominated “the Surplus 
Fund.” By the operation of this provision, no 
ordinary appropriation can now survive the spe- 
cified period of two years; and, notwithstanding 
the formal designation of a particular account in 
which the entry shall be made, the stim disengaged 
by a determination of each appropriation, becomes 
again an undistinguishable part of the public trea- 
sure, which is subject to the future disposition of 
the Legislature. 

With these remarks it will be useful, for the 
purpose of general information, to exhibit the 
gross amount of the balances of the appropriations 
for the year 1814, transferred to the year 1815, 
Without entering into a comparative detail of the 
appropriations and of the revenues during the 


[Saas tee E 


particular year in which the appropriations were 


The gross amount of the appropriations for 1814, in- 
cluding the aggregate of the balances of the appro- 
priations for the year 1813, amounted to the sum 
‘of - - - - - - $55,978,464 20 

Ofthis there was`paid, on or before the 
31st of December, 1814, the sum 
of - - - $38,028,230 32 

And, on the Ist of 
Jan. 1815, there 
was carried to sur- 
plus fund the sum 


of = = 592,309 99 


Leaving as a general 
balance of appro- 
Priations of 1814 - 38,620,540 31 


$17,357,923 89 


Of the demands on the Treasury, for 1815. 


The demands authorized by acts of appropria- 
tion during the year 1815, (exclusively of certain 
indefinite appropriations, the amount of which is 
not yet ascertained,) were the following: 


For civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous expenses, be- 
sides the unascertained product of fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures, assigned to defray the charges of 
courts, the sum of - - - - $3,080,656 22 

For military expenses, including those 
of the Indian Department, and the 
permanent appropriation of $200,000 
for arming and equipping the militia, 
the sum of - - - = - 

For naval expenses, including the an- 
nual appropriation of $200,000 for 
the purchase of timber - >- - 
For the public debt, to’ wit: 

The interest in the debt contracted be- 
fore the war - - - - - 

The interest on the debt contracted since 
the war, (including the loan of 1815, 
and excluding the interest of Treas- 
ury notes) - - - - - 

The interest of 5 2-5 per cent. per ann., 
upon Treasury notes outstanding on 
the lst of January, 1815, including 
notes due in 1814, and not paid, (the 
principal being then $10,646,480,) 
the sum of - - - - - 

The annual reimbursement of the prin- 
cipal of of the old six per cent. and 
deferred stocks, the sum of - - 

The principal of Treasury notes paya- - 
ble in 1814, and the Ist of January, 
1815, but not then paid, the sum of - 

The principal of Treasury notes paya- 
ble in 1815, and the lst of January, 


5,618,790 41 
5,233,022 00 


1,900,000 00 


3,560,000 00 


575,000 00 
1,590,000 00 


2,799,200 00 


1816, the sum of -~ - - - 7,847,280 00 

The principal of temporary loans paya- 
ble in 1814, but not then paid - — 500,000 00 
Peers 


The amount of the appropriations and 
of demands for the public debt for 
1815, being the sum of - - $32,703,948 63 


— 
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‘The total ahiount, therefore, demanda- 
i ‘ble ‘atthe Treasury during the year 


wie es - $50,061,871 95 


Coniisting of appropriations made prior 

'~tò that yeer, and unsatisfied at its 
commencement, amounting to $17,357,923 89 

And of appropriations and: demands on ; 
account‘of the public debt, made and 
arising during the year 1815, amount- 


ingto - 32,703,948 06 


- Making together- - - $50,061,871 95 
Of the Ways and Means of the Treasury for the 
: i year 1815. 

. These ways and means may be considered ina 
two-fold ‘aspéct:. 1. As to the ways and means 
placed: by the laws within the power of the Trea- 
sury; and, 2. The amount capable of being real- 
ized, or made actually available by the Treasury, 
during the year. 

Under the first view the ways and means con- 
sistéd-— : 

I, Of the-cash in the Treasury at the 

. Géudinéncement of the year, which 

amounted to - - - - - $1,526,998 63 
2. Of the outstanding revenue, which 
accrued prior to the year 1815, and 
remained unpaid at its commetice- 
ment, cstiniated; éxclusive of the sums 
diie for public lands, dt about - -~ 

3. ‘Of the revenue accruing in the year 

1895, estimated at $38,850,000, viz: 

Customs. - =- $25,000,000 

Direct tax, net product - 5,400,000 

Internal duties, net pro- 

duct - - - - 

` Public lands - - - 
Postage and other inci- 

` dental receipts - - 


4,600,000 -00 


7,000,000 
1,000,000 


450,000 
——— 38,850,000 00 
4, Of the unexecutéed authority to Dor- 
row money and issue Treasury notes, 
_ conferred by'acts of Congress, passed 
| prior to the yer I8I5,.viz: 
The loan act of March 14, 
. 1812 - - - - 
The loan act of March 24, 
1814 - - =- ~ 
The loan act of Novem- 
ber 15, 1814 - - 


$765,300 
8,562,119 


3,000,000 
— 12,327,419 00 | 
Treasury note act of Mar. 

4,1814 - - ~~ $2,772,720 
Treasury note act of De- 


cember 26, 1814. - 8,600,000 


5. Of the authority to borrow money and 
issue Treasury notes, conferred by 
acts of Congress, passed in the year 
1815, via: 
The loan act of March 3, 
1815- - - $18,452,800 
` . The loan act of Feb’y 13, E 
` 1815, (for public build- 


ings in Washington) - 500,000 


Treasury note act of Feb: 
24, 1815, (exclusive of 
there-issues'autlicrized — — ` 
by this act) - - 25,000,000 tay 

i — 43,952,800 00 


Making together - - $1 12,629,937 63 


This great apparent surplus of ways anid means 
within the power of the Treasury arose, in part, 
from the great increase in the amount of the cus- 
toms accruing in the year 1815, which, instead 
of $4,000,000, the amount estimated prior to the 
peace, will probably in consequence of that event 
amount to the sum of $25,000,000, as here stated. 
A great portion also of the sums authorized to be 
borrowed, or raised upon Treasury notes, it was 
evident could not be obtained or raised within the 
year; and the several successive acts by which 
the authority was given, although they were nom- 
inally accumulative, were actually the results of 
attempts to vary or modify this authority in such 
a way as to render it more easy or more effectual 
in its éxecution. 

The second view of the ways and means for 
the year 1815 exhibits the amount actually real- 
ized and received into: the Treasury during the 
year. As the year is not yet terminated, this ean 
only be given by way of estimate. The result 
will probably not differ materially from the fol- 
lowing: 

1, Cash in the Treasury at the com- 

mencement of the year - - - $1,526,998 63 
2. Recéipts from revonuc, including that 

which was outstanding at the com- 

mencement of the year, viz: 


Customs - - -$8,000,000 
Direct tax - = - 2,200,060 
Internal duties - - 4,700,000 
Public lands - - - 1,000,000 « 
Postage and other inci- 
dental receipts - - 450,000 
——— 16,350,000 00 


3. Receipts from loans and Treasury 
notes, viz: Loans— 
Under the act of March 


14, 1812 - - - $50,000 00 
Under the actof Novem- 
ber 15, 1814 - - 950,000 00 


Under the act of March 
3, 1815 - - 

Under the act of March 
3, 1815, (temporary) 650,000 00 

Under the act of Feb’y 
13,1815,(temporary) 100,000 00 


9,284,044 38 


11,372,720 00 | Amount actually borrowed to the 30th 


September, 1815, per statements an- 
nexed, marked G and K 
$11,034,044 38 
Amount estimated to be 
borrowed from Oct’r 1 : 
to December 31, 1815 3,000,000 00 
——— £4,034,044 38 


Treasury Notes—Amount issued prior 
to the ist October, L815. 
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1. Treasury notes bearing interest : 
Under the act of March 
4, 1814 - -  - $2,772,720 
Under the act of Dec. 26, 
1814 - - è 
Under the act of Febru- 
ary 24, 1815 - = 


8,318,400 
694,600 


Per statement annexed, 
marked L - - ` $11,785,720 
% Small Treasury notes not 
bearing interest, under act 
of February 24, 1815.— 
Amount issued and re- 
issued, per statement an- 
nexed, marked E - - 4,152,850 
$15,938,570 
Amt. estimated to be issued 
and re-issued, from Oct. 1 
to December 31, 1815 - 1,000,000 
—— 16,938,570 00 


Making the total amount estimated to 
be actually received into the Treas- 
ury during the year 1815 -. $48,849,613 01 


The application of the moneys actually received 
into the Treasury, during the year 1815, will be 
as follows: To the 30th September the payments 
have amounted to the following sums nearly ;— 
the accounts not being yet made up, the precise 
amount cannot be given. 


For civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous 


expenses - - - - - $2,537,000 00 
For military service - - - - 15,190,144 71 
For naval service - - - 7,050,000 25 


For public debt, (exclusive of the sum 
of $300,000, repaid by the Commis- 


sioner of Loans for Georgia) - - 8,909,178 22 


$33,686,323 18 
During the fourth quarter of the year 
the payments are estimated to amount 
to the following suing, viz: 
For civil, diplomatic, and mis- 
cellaneous expenses - $500,000 
For naval service - - 1,500,000 
For public debt to the Ist of 
January, 1816, inclusive - 3,000,000 
——— 5,009,000 00 


Making together - - - $38,686,323 18 
As the receipts into the Treasury dur- 
ing the year have been estimated at 48,849,613 01 


The sum left in the Treasury at the end 
of the year will be - - - $10,163,289 83 


And will consist principally of Treasury notes, paid 
on account of the revenue and of loans. 


Of the estimates of the Public Revenues and Ex- 
penditures for 1816. 

In the consideration of this subject, it is pro- 
per to premise, that the revenue of 1816 must be 
charged: with the payment of a considerable 
amount of the unliquidated debts incurred during 
the war; and, consequently, that the proportions 


of revenue and expenditure for that Year cannot 
be reduced by the-scale of a Peace Establishment, 
The arrearages in. the War and Navy Depart- 
ments are, generally, the outstanding balance of 
the floating public debt, including Treasury notes 
and temporary loans, and must be satisfied before 
a permanent and uniform arrangement of the 
finances can be effected; but it is believed that 
the period of a single year will be sufficient for 
that purpose. 

It is also proper to premise, that, although the 
estimates of the demands on the Treasury for 
1816 may be satisfactorily made, there is no set- 
tled ground upon which estimates of the ways 
and means can be confidently formed. The en- 
tire system of external and internal taxation must 
necessarily be revised during the present session 
of Congress, and the sources as well as the prod- 
uct of the public revenue can only be ascertained 
from the result of the legislative deliberations. 
In order however to obviate this difficulty, as far 
as it is practicable, distinct statements will be 
presented for 1816—1. Of the probable demands 
of the Treasury ; 2. Of the revenue, estimated ac- 
cording to the laws now in force; and, 3. Of the 
revenue, estimated according to the modifica- 
tions, which will be respectfully submitted. 


1. Of the probable demands on the Treasury. 

The amount of civil, diplomatic, and mis- 

cellaneous expenses, is estimated at the 

sumof - - - - - - $1,800,000 
The amount of military expenses is esti- 

mated at the sum of - - - - 14,549,246 
For the Military Establish- 

ment of 1816 - - ~ $5,112,159 
For the arrearages of 1815, 

beyond the amount of the 

appropriations - - = 9,437,087 
Making together - $14,549,246 
The amount of the naval expenses (sup- 

posing them to be reduced, on the Peace 

Establishment, to one-half the amount 

appropriated for 1815, and adding the 

annual appropriation of $200,000 for 

the purchase of timber) is estimated at 

the sum of - . - -> o 
The amount of the payments required on 

account of the public debt is estimated 

at the sum of - - - - - 


2,716,510 


23,818,513 


— 


$42,864,269 


For the interest and annual reimburse- 
ment of the principal of the funded debt 
prior to the war - ~ 3,460,000 

For the interest on the funded 
debt created since the war, 
estimated on a capital of 
$70,000,000 - - - 4,200,000 

For the balance of principal 
and interest on Treasury 
notes of every denomination 
now due or payable in 1815 
and 1816, or estimated to 
be paid in those years, by 
being received for duties 
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and taxes, as set forth in the 
‘annexed table, marked L - 15,458,513 
For the amount of temporary 
. , lans due to-the State Bank 
of Boston, ($500,000,) and 
“the Mechanics? Bank of 
New York, ($200,000) - 


$23,818,513 


700,000 


Making together - 


From this aggregate of the de- 
mands for 1816, the charges 
-of a temporary nature being 
deducted, to wit: deduct the 
- amount of the arrearages 
for the military services of  ' f 
1815 - =- (= © + $9,437,087 
And the amount of the float- 
. ing debt to be liquidated in 
1816 - - - - 16,158,513 
j — 25,595,600 


There will remain as the probable annual 
expenditure of the Peace Establish- 
‘ment, independent of any addition to e 
the Sinking Fund, the sum of - - $17,288,669 


% Of the revenue for 1816, estimated according to 
es the laws now in force. 

By the laws now in force the revenue arising 
from customs,.during the year 1816, will be af- 
fected in the following manner: The present 
rates of duties continue until the 18th of Febru- 
ary, 1816, when the duty on salt imported will 
cease, and the rates of duties on merchandise of 
every description, imported in American vessels, 
will fall to one-half of the existing amount, with 
the exception of certain manufactured articles, 
being of the same kinds as the manufactured arti- 
cles on which internal duties have been imposed ; 
the duties on the imported articles continuing at 
the existing rates,so long as the existing internal 
duties shall be continued upon the corresponding 
articles of domestic manufacture. On the 18th 
of February the extra duties on merchandise im- 
ported in foreign vessels, which is now 154 per 
cent, on the amount of the duty in American 
vessels, will fall to 10 per cent. on that amount, 
and the tonnage duty on foreign vessels, which 
is pow $2 per ton, will fall to fifty cents per ton. 
The extra duty is, also, liable to be affected by 
the operation of the act for abolishing all dis- 
criminating duties upon a basis of natural reci- 
procity. 

By the laws now in force the revenue arising 
from internal duties will be affected in the follow- 
iag manner: The duties on bank notes, on notes 
discounted by banks, and bills of exchange, 
(commonly called the stamp duties,) and the 
duty on refined sugar, will cease on the 18th of 
February, 1816. All the other internal duties, 
together with the direct tax, and the increased 
rales of postage, will continue. 

Under these circumstances the revenue which 
will accrue to the United States, during the year 
1816, is estimated as follows: 

14th Con. Ist Sess.—52 


From customs = - = ` - $13,000,000 
‘internal duties -  - - - _ 7,000,000 

- direct tax, (net produce to the Trea- 
` sary) œ - - < - 6,600,000 
sales of public lands - ~ - 1,000,000 
postage and incidental receipts - 400,000 
$27,000,000 


‘The sums actually receivable into the Treas- 
ury, during the year, are estimated as follows: ` 


From customs - “+ - ` .= $20,000,000 
internal-duties -~ - - - 6,600,000 
direct tax, including arrearsof1815 8,500,000 
the sales of public lands - - 1,000,000 
postage and incidental receipts - 400,000 

$36,400,000 

If to this be added the probable amount 

of money in the Treasury, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1816, which 
may be estimated, exclusive of Treas- 
ury notes paid in, previously to that | 
time, on account of revenue and of 
loans, at the sum of - - - - 8,000,000 


The effective ways and means of 1816 
will produce, in the whole, the sum of 39,400,000 
But as the demands upon the Treasury, 
for the same year, will amount, as 


abovo stated, to - - - - 42,884,269 


There will be left a deficit, to be supplied 
by means other than the revenue, of 
the sum of - - - - - $3,484,269 


3. Of the revenue for 1816, estimated according to the 
modifications which will be respectfully submitted. 
From the review of the financial measures of 

the Government, in reference to the recent state 

of war, which constitutes the first part of the 
present report, it appears that the almost entire 
failure of the customs, or duties on importations, 
and the increasing necessities of the Treasury, 
rendered it necessary to scek for pecuniary sup- 
plies in a system of internal duties; but both in 
respect to the subjects of taxation, and to the 
amount of the several taxes, the return of peace 
has always been contemplated as a period for 
revision and relief. In the fulfilment of that 
policy, a reduction of the direct tax; a discon- 
tinuance of taxes which, upon trial, have proved 
unproductive as well as inconvenient ; and, above 
all, the exoneration of domestic manufactures 
from every charge that can obstruct or retard 
their progress, seem to be the objects that partic- 
ularly invite the legislative attention. There 
will still remain, however, a suflicient scope for 
the operation of a permanent system of internal 
duties upon those principles of national policy 
which have already been respectfully suggested. 

As an equivalent for the diminution of the 
revenue, by the contemplated abolition or reduc- 
tion of some of the duties and taxes, and in ob- 
servance of the public faith which is pledged, in 
the case of such abolition or reduction, to provide 
and substitute other duties and taxes equally pro- 
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ductive, it is intended respectfuliy to recommend 
a continuance of the duty on imported salt, and 
a competent addition to the permanent rates of 
the duties on merchandise imported. In the gen- 
eral tariff which has been directed by a resolution 
of the House of Representatives to be prepared, 
and which will be submitted to Congress as soon 
as the materials for forming it can be digested 
and arranged, the subject will be more distinctly, 
as well as more satisfactorily, presented; but, as 
it is not probable that this measure can be so ma- 
tured as to go into operation on the 18th of Feb- 
ruary next, it becomes necessary to suggest the 
expediency of continuing the present rates of 
duties until the 30th of June, when the new 
rates, with all the necessary details to give effect 
to the system, may be introduced, and sufficient 
notice be given to the merchants, to regulate their 
commercial operations accordingly. 

In relation, then, to the internal duties, it is 
intended respectfully to recommend that the du- 
ties imposed at the last session of Congress, on 
various articles manufactured within the United 
States, shall be abolished on the 18th day of April 
next, which will complete the year, commencing 
from the time the duties went into operation; 
that the duty imposed during the last session of 
Congress, on spirits distilled withia the United 
States, shall be abolished on the 30th day of June 
next, but that, at the same time, there be added 
100 per cent. on the rate of the duty which had 
been charged on licenses to distillers of spirituous 
liquors in the year 1813; that the duty on house- 
hold furniture, and on gold and silver watches, be 
abolished on the 31st day of March next; thatthe 
additional duty imposed during the last session of 
Congress, on licenses to retail wines, spirituous 
liquors, and foreign merchandise, be abolished on 
the 31st day of December, 1816; and that the 
duties on refined sugar, and the stamp duties, be 
continued; and, finally, in relation to the direct 
tax, it is intended respectfully to recommend that, 
on the 31st day of March next, it be reduced to 
one-half of its present amount; that is, to the an- 
nual amount of $3,000,000. 

The subtraction from the revenue by these 
changes and reductions in the direct tax, and the 
internal duties, is estimated at the annual sum of 
$7,000,000. But the substitutes for supplying the 
equivalent amount are estimated to produce, 1st, 
from the increase of the duty on licenses to dis- 
tillers, and the continuance of the stamp duties, 
and duties on refined sugar, the annual sum of 
$1,500,000; 2d, from the continuance of the duty 
on imported salt, the annual sum of $500,000; 
and, 3d, from an increase upon the permanent 
rates of duties on the importation of foreign mer- 
chandise, the annual sum of $3,000,000. 

The full effect of the alterations which have 
been stated will not be developed until some time 
after the year 1816; but if they be adopted, the 
state of the revenue for that year, in the two views 
of which it is susceptible—Ist, of revenue accru- 
ing during the year, and, 2ndly, of money receiv- 
able into the Treasury during the year, may be 
estimated as follows: 


1. The revenue which will accrue in 1816 may 
be estimated— 


From customs - - - - - $17,000,000 
From internal duties - - + - 4,500,000 
From direct tax, (net product to the Trea- 

sury) - - - - -" = 2,700,000 
From sales of public lands - - - 1,000,000 
From postage and incidental receipts - 400,000 


$25,600,000 

2. The moneys which will be actually receiv- 

able into the Treasury, from revenue, in 1815, 
may be estimated— 


From the customs - - - - - $21,000,000 


From internal duties - - a - 5,000,000 
From direct tax, including arrears of 1815 6,000,000 
From sales of public lands -  - - 1,000,000 
From postage and incidental receipts - 400,000 

$33,400,000 


If to the sum thus estimated to be receivable into the 
Treasury, from the revenue, during the 
year 1816 - - - ` - ~- $33,400,000 
There be added the money which will 
probably be in the Treasury at the be- 


ginning of the year - - - - 3,000,000 
The aggregate will be the sum of - - 36,400,000 
And the demands being estimated, as 

above, at - - - - - - 42,884,269 
There will be left a deficit of - - - 6,484,269 


It is here, however, to be recollected, that the 
estimate of the demands on the Treasury com- 
prehends the gross amount of the arrearages of 
the War Department, and a provision for the 
whole of the floating public debt; and although, 
for the purposes of a legislative appropriation, the 
aggregate of the expenditures to be authorized for 
the year 1816 is necessarily made the basis of the 
official estimates, yet the uniform experience of 
the Treasury evinces that the demands for a con- 
siderable portion of the annual appropriation will 
not be made during the year. 

It may also be observed, that to raise a revenue 
by the imposition, or even by the continuance, of 
taxes, adequate to the immediate discharge of 
every unliquidated demand upon the Treasury, 
at the close of an expensive war, seems hardly to 
be necessary under the present circumstances of 
the country. The product of the revenue ar- 
ranged in the manner which has been stated, may 
be estimated, after the year 1816, at an annual 
amount, nearly four millions greater than the sum 
required for the interest on the public debt, and 
for the probable expenses of the Peace Establish- 
ment. If the public debt, therefore, were increased 
in the year 1816, by a sum equal to the whole 
amount of the deficit as above stated, an equiva- 
lent reduction would be effected in less than two 
years. The unexecuted authority to borrow 
money, and to issue Treasury notes, already pro- 
vided by the acts of Congress, is suflicient to en- 
able the Treasury to meet the deficit in either of 
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these modes, and consequently no further legisla- |- 


tive aid (except, perhaps, in the modification of 
the-issues of Treasury notes) appears at this. time 
to'be required. 


Ill.—Propositions for the 
`- agement of the revenue, 
public credit. 
The propositions which are now to be. respect- 
fully submitted, 
To the Sinking Fund. 3. To the national cir- 
eulating medium. 


improvement and man- 


- 1, Propositions relating to. the revenue. 

The changes contemplated in the revenue, on 
the estimates of a Peace Establishment, having 
been already stated.as the intended objects of rec- 

_ ommendatian, it is.only now necessary to submit 
< to the consideration of Congress the measures re- 


quiring their sanction for carrying the plan into | 


- effect. 

First. It is respectfully proposed that the act of 
the 1st of July, 1812, imposing an additional duty 
of 100 per cent. upon the permanent duties on 

oode, wares, and merchandise imported into the 
Boitea States from any foreign port or place, and 
the act of the 29th of July, 1813, imposing a duty 
‘upon imported salt, be continued in force until 
the 30th day of June, 1816. ` 

Second. It is ‘respectfully proposed that the act 
of the 24th of July, 1813, imposing a duty on 
sugar retined within the United States, and the 
act of the 2d of August, 1813, imposing a duty on 
bank notes, notes discounted, and bills of cx- 
change, be continued by law, in force, without 
limitation, but with proper amendments to render 
the collection of the duties more equal and more 
certain; and that the act of the 15th of December, 

“ 1814, imposing duties on carriages and the har- 
ness therefor; and that so much of the act of the 
23d of December, 1814, as relates to the duties on 
sales at auction, and to the increasing of the rates 
of postage, be allowed to remain in force. 

: Third It is respectfully proposed that there be 
a.reduction or modification in the following taxes 
and duties: . 

.1. That the direct tax be reduced from six mil- 
lions to three millions of dollars, for the year 1816, 
and for each succeeding year. 

. 2, That the duties on distilled spirits be discon- 

- tinued after the 30th day of June, 1816; and that 
the duty on licenses to distillers be raised on that 
day to double the amount fixed by the act of the 
24th of July, 1813. 

3. That the duties on licenses to retailers of 
wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise, be reduced to the rates of the year 1813, with 
proper regard to the periods when licenses com- 
mence and expire. 

Fourth. It is respectfully proposed that the act 
of the 18th of January, 1815, and the act of the 
27th of February, 1815, imposing duties on various 
articles manufactured, or made for sale within the 
United States, and the act of the 18th of Janu- 
ary, 1815, imposing duties on household furniture 
and. watches, be absolutely and entirely repealed. 
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Fifth. It is respectfully proposed that the act 
of the 3d of March, 1815, further to. provide for 
the collection of the duties on imports and ton- 
nage, and the act of the 3d of March, 1815, to fix - 
the compensations, and increase the responsibil- 
ity-of the collectors of the direct tax and internal 
duties, and for other purposes connected with the 
collection thereof, so far as it relates to the com- 
pensation of the collectors of the direct tax and 
internal duties, be continued in force without 
limitation. - : 


2. Proposition relating to the Sinking Fund. 


The Sinking Fund, as it is at present constituted, 
amounts to the annual sum of - - $8,000,000 


It is charged, in the first instance with the 
payment of the interest, and the annual 
reimbursement of the principal of the- 
old funded debt, which will require for 
1816, and each of the two ensuing 
years, the sum of - -~ - 

And it is charged with the payment of the 
interest, and the eventual reimburse- 
ment of the principal of the new fund- 
ed debt; the interest, computed on a 
capital of $70,000,000, will require for 
the year 1816, and each subsequent 
year, the sum of - - - - 


$3,460,000 


4,200,000 


The total present charge on the Sinking 
Fund, on account of the funded debt, 
being the annual sum of - $ - $7,660,000 


In 1818 the fund will be released from the an- 
nual charge of $1,380,000, accruing upon the old 
six per cent. stock, as the stock will then be paid 
and extinguished; but in the same year it will 
be subjected to a charge of $3,000,000, for the first 
instalment of the principal of the Louisiana stock, 
which will then become payable. In each of the 
two succeeding years a similar sum will be pay- 
able ; and, in the year 1621, such sum will be pay- 
able as may be necessary to complete the reim- 
bursement of that stock, aud which is estimated 
at $1,923,500. 

The Sinking Fund is also, at present, charged 
with the payment of the principai and interest of 
the Treasury notes issued under the act of the 
4th of March, 1814, and of prior acts, and of cer- 
tain temporary loans obtained under the lyan acts 
of 1812, and of subsequent years. The several 
acts charging these payments on the Sinking 
Fund have directed that such sums, in addition 
to the annual appropriation of $8,000,000, should 
be taken from any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, as should be necessary to 
meet and satisfy the demand. The temporary 
loans and Treasury notes will, therefore, be prob- 
ably paid or absorbed in 1817; and it is deemed 
unnecessary, for the present purpose, to include 
them in the consideration of the form and extent 
which it is proposed to give to the Sinking Fund 
in that year. i 

In 1803, when the Sinking Fund was estab- 
lished on its present footing, the principal of the 
public debt was about $86,000,000. and the inter 
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est annually payable upon it about $4,500,000. 
At that time there was assigned to the Sinking 
Fund, out of the public revenue, $8,000,000, of 
which about $3,500,000 were annually applicable 
to the reduction of the principal of $86,000,600, 
At the commencement of the year 1817 it is 
estimated that the principal of the funded debt 
will amount to $110,000,000, requiring the sum of 
$6,150,000 for the payment of its annual interest. 
If a sum applicable to the reduction of the prin- 
cipal of the debt were now to be assigned, bear- 
ing the same proportion to that principal which 
the sum assigned in 1804 then bore to the princi- 
pal, it would amount to about $4,350,000. When 
it is added, therefore, to the sum of $6,150,000, 
‘which is necessary for the payment of the inter- 
est, there would be required for the amount now 
to be set apart, to coustitute the Sinking Fund, 
the sum of $10,500,000 per annum. It is proposed, 
however, to carry the amount only to the sum of 
$10,000,000, which will allow about $3,850,000 


as applicable to the reduction of the principal of | 


the debt; a sum sufficient, if strictly and regu- 
larly applied without interruption, upon a com- 
pound principle, to pay off the whole of the fund- 
ed debt in a period less than eighteen years. 

Upon these grounds, then, the Secretary of the 
Treasury respectfully submits the following prop- 
osition: 

That, in the year 1817, and annually in every 
subsequent year, there be appropriated the sum of 
$2,000,000, in addition to the sum of $8,000,000 
now annually appropriated for the payment of 
the interest and principal of the public debt; that 
the payment of this additional sum be made out 
of the proceeds of the revenue derived from the 
‘customs, the sales of the public lands, and the in- 
ternal duties, or from either of them, available 
after the payment of the sums for which they are 
now respectively pledged or appropriated; and 
that the said additional sum of $2,000,000 annu- 
ally be payable to the Commissioners of the Sink- 
ing Fund, to be applied by them in the same 
manner as the moneys which they are now en- 
titled by law to receive; that isto say, Ist, to the 
payment of the interest on the public funded debt; 
2ndly, to the reimbursement of the principal, from 
time to time, as the same, or any portion of it, 
shall become reimbursable, according to the terms 
of the contracts by which it has been created; 
and, 3dly, after having answered these purposes, 
if there shall remain a surplus at their disposal, 
to the purchase of such parts of the public funded 
debt as shall appear to them to be most for the 
advantage of the United States, in the manner 
prescribed by law, and at a rate not exceeding 
the par value. 


8. Proposition relating to the National circulating 
medium. 

The delicacy of this subject is only equalled by 
its importance. In presenting it, therefore, to the 
consideration of Congress, there is oceasion for 
an implicit reliance upon the legislative indul- 
gence. 

By the Constitution of the United States, Con- 


gress is expressly vested with the power to coin 
money, to regulate the value of the domestic and 
foreign coins in circulation, and, as a necessar 
implication from positive provisions, to emit bills 
of credit; while it is declared by the same instru- 
ment, that “no State shall coin money, or emit 
bills of credit”? Under this Constitutional au- 
thority the money of the United States has been 
established, by.law, consisting of coins made with 
gold, silver, or copper. All foreign gold and sil- 
ver coins, at specified rates, were placed, in the 
first instance, upon the same footing with the 
coins of the United States, but they ceased (with 
the exception of Spanish milled dollars, and parts 
of such dollars) to be a legal tender for the pay- 
ment of debts and demands in the year 1809, 

The Constitutional authority to emit bills of 
credit has also been exercised in a qualified and 
limited manner. During the existence of the Bank 
ofthe United States the bills or notes of the cor- 
poration were declared, by law, to be receivable 
in all payments to the United States; and the 
Treasury notes, which have been since issued for 
the services of the late war, have been endowed 
with the same quality. But Congress has never 
recognised, by law, the notes of any other corpo- 
ration; nor has it ever authorized an issue of bills 
of credit to serve asa legal currency. The ac- 
ceptance of the notes of banks, which are not 
established by the Federal authority, in payments 
to the United States, has been properly left to the 
vigilance and discretion of the Executive Depart- 
ments while the circulation of the Treasury notes, 
employed either to borrow money, or to discharge 
debts, depends entirely (as it ought to depend) 
upon the option of the lenders and creditors to re- 
ceive them. ; 

The Constitutional and legal foundation of the 
monetary system of the United States is thus dis- 
tinctly seen, and the power of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to institute and regulate it, whether the 
circulating medium consist of coin or of bills of 
credit, must, in its general policy, as well as in 
the terms of its investment, be deemed an exclu- 
sive power. It is true, that a system depending 
upon the agency of the precious metals will be 
affected by the various circumstances which di- 
minish their quantity, or deteriorate their quality. 
The coin of a State sometimes vanishes under the 
influence of political alarms; sometimes in con- 
sequence of the explosion of mercantile specu- 
lations, and sometimes by the drain of an unfa- 
vorable course of trade. But whenever the emer- 
gency occurs that demands a change of system, 
it seems necessarily to follow that the authority, 
which was alone competent to establish the na- 
tional coin, is alone competent to create a national 
substitute, It has happened, however, that the 
coin of the United States has ceased to be the 
circulating medium of exchange, and that no sub- 
stitute has hitherto been provided by the national 
authority, During the last year the principal 
banks, established south and west of New England, 
resolved that they would no longer issue coin in 
payment of their notes, or of the drafts of their 
customers, for money received upon deposite. In 
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this act the Government of the United States had 
no participation, and yet the immediate effect of 
the act was to supersede the only legal currency 
of the nation. By this act, although no State can 
constitutionally emit bills of credit, corporations, 
erected by the several States, have been enabled 
to circulate a paper medium, subject to many of 
the practical inconveniences of the prohibited 
bills of credit. 

It is not intended, upon this occasion, to con- 
demn, generally, the suspension of specie pay- 
ments; Tor appearances indicated an approaching 
Crisis, which would, probably, have imposed it as 
a measure of necessity, if it had.not been adopted 
asa measure of precaution. But the danger which 
originally induced, and perhaps justified, the con- 
duct of the banks, has passed away, and the con- 
tinuance of the suspension of specie payments 
‘must be ascribed to a new series of causes. The 
public credit and resources are no longer impaired 
by the doubts and agitations excited during the 
war by the practices of an enemy, or by the in- 
roads of an illicit commerce; yet the resumption 
of specie payments is still prevented, either by 
the reduced state of the national stock of the pre- 
cious metals, or by the apprehension of a further 
reduction to meet the balances of foreign trade, 
or by the redundant issues of bank paper. The 
probable direction and duration of these latter 
‘causes constitute, therefore, the existing subject 
for consideration. While they continue to oper- 
ate, singly or combined, the authority of the States 
individually, or the agency of the State institu- 

- tions, cannot afford a remedy commensurate with 
the evil; and a recurrence to the national au- 
thority is indispensable for the restoration of a 
national currency. 

-In the selection of the means for the accom- 
plishment of this important object, it may be asked, 
Ist. Whether it be practicable to renew the cir- 
culation of the gold and silver coins? 2d. Whe- 
thet the State banks can be successfully employ- 
ed to furnish a uniform currency? 3dly. Whe- 

_ther.a National Bank can be. employed more ad- 

vantageously than the State banks for the same 
purpose? And, 4thly. Whether the Government 
can itself supply and maintain a paper. medium 
of exchange, of permanent and uniform value 
throughout the United States? 

1. As the United States do not possess mines 
of gold or silver, the supply of those metals must, 
in atimeof scarcity, be derived from foreign com- 
merce. If. the balance of foreign commerce be 
unfavorable, the supply will not be obtained in- 
eidentally, as in the case of the returns for a sur- 
plus of American exports, but must be the subject 
of a direct purchase. The purchase of bullion is 
however, a common operation of commerce, and 
depends, like other operations, upon the induce- 
ments to import the article. 

The inducements to import bullion arise, as in 
other cases, from its being cheap abroad, or from 
‘its being dear at home. Notwithstanding the 
€ommotions in South America, as well as in Eu- 
rope, there is no reason to believe that the quan- 
tity of the precious metals is now (more than at 


any former period) insufficient for the ag eS FR a EN en TPE Ere e e 
throughout the commercial and civilized world. 
The price may be higher in some countries than 
in others; and it may be different in the same 
country, at different times; but, generally, the 
European stock of gold and silver has been abund- 
ant, even during the protracted war which has 
afflicted the nations of Europe. 

- The purchase of bullion in foreigi markets upon 
reasonable terms is then deemed “practicable, nor 
canitsimportation into the United States fail even- 
tually to be-profitable. ‘The actual price of gold 
and silver in the American market would in itself 
afford for some time an ample premium, although 
the fall in the price must of course be proportion- 
ate to the increase of the quantity. Butitis within 
the scope of a wise policy to create additional 
demands for coin, and in that way to multiply the 
inducements to import and retain the metals of 
which it is composed. For instance, the exces- 
sive issue of bank paper has usurped the place of 
the national money, and under such circum- 
stances gold and silver will always continue to 
be treated as an article of merchandise; but it is 
hoped that the issue of bank paper will be soon 
reduced to its just share in the circulating medi- 
um of the country, and consequently that the 
coin of the United States will resume its legiti- 
mate capacity and character. Again, the Treas- 
ury, yielding from necessity to the general im- 

ulse, has hitherto consented to receive e bank paper 
in the payment of duties and taxes; but the period 
approaches when it will probably become a duty 
to exact the payment either in 'l'reasury notes, or 
in gold and silver coin—the lawful money of the 
United States. Again, the institutions which 
shall be deemed proper, in order to remove exist- 
ing inconveniences, and to restore the national 
currency, may be so organized as to engage the 
interest and enterprise ‘of individuals in provid- 
ing the means to establish them. And, finally, 
such regulations may be imposed upon the export- 
ation of gold and silver as will serve in future to 
fix and retain the quantity required for domestic 
uses. 

But it is further believed that the national 
‘stock of the precious metals is not so reduced as 
to render the operation of reinstating their agency 
in the national currency either difficult or pro- 
tracted. The quantity actually possessed by the 
country is considerable; and the resuscitation of 
the public confidence in bank paper, or in other 
substitutes for coin, seems alone to be wanting to 
render it equal to the accustomed contribution 
for a circulating medium. In other countries, as 
well as in the United States, the effect of an 
excessive issuc of paper money, to banish the pre- 
cious metals, has been seen; and, under circum- 
stances much more disadvantageous than the 
present, the effect of public confidence i in national 
institutions, to call the precious metals to their 
uses in exchange, has also been experienced. 

. Even, however, if it were practicable, it has 
sometimes been questioned whether it would be 
politic again to employ gold and silver for the 
purposes ‘of anational currency. It was long and 
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universally supposed that, to maintain a paper 
medium without depreciation, the certainty of 
being able to convert it into coin was indispensa- 
ble ; nor can the experiment which has given rise 
to a contrary doctrine be deemed complete or 
conclusive. But, whatever may be the issue of 
that experiment elsewhere, a difference in the 
structure of the Government, in the physical as 
well as the political situation of the country, and 
in the various departments of industry, seem to 
deprive it of any important influence, as a prece- 
dent for the imitation of the United States. 

In offering these general remarks to the con- 
sideration of Congress it is not intended to con- 
vey an opinion that the circulation of the gold 
and silver coins can at once be renewed. Upon 
motives of public convenience the gradual at- 
tainment of that object is alone contemplated ; 
but a strong, though respectful, solicitude is felt 
that the measures adopted by the Legislature 
should invariably tend to its attainment. 

əd. Of the services rendered to the Govern- 
ment by some of the State banks during the late 
war, and of the liberality by which some of 
them are actuated in their intercourse with the 
Treasury, justice requires an explicit acknowl- 
edgment. It is a fact, however, incontestably 
proved, that those institutions cannot, at this 
time, be successfully employed to furnish a uni- 
form national currency. The failure of one at- 
tempt to associate them with that view has 
already been stated. Another attempt, by their 
agency in circulating Treasury notes, to over- 
come the inequalities of the exchange, has only 
Ween partially successful. And a plan recently 
proposed, with the design to curtail the issues of 
bank notes, to fix the public confidence in the 
administration of the affairs of the banks, and to 
give to each bank a legitimate share in the cir- 
culation, is not likely to receive the general sanc- 
tion of the banks. The truth is, that the charter 
restrictions of some of the banks, the mutual 
relation and dependence of the banks of the same 
State, and even of the banks of different States, 
and the duty which the directors of each bank 
conceive they owe to their immediate constitu- 
ents, upon points of security or emolument, in- 
terpose an insuperable obstacle to any voluntary 
arrangement, upon national considerations alone, 
for the establishment of a national medium 
through the agency of the State banks. It is, 
nevertheless, with the State banks that the mea- 
sures for restoring the national currency of gold 
and silver must originate; for, until their issues 
of paper be reduced, their specie capitals be re- 
instated, and their specie operations be com- 
menced, there will be neither room, nor employ- 
ment, nor safety, for the introduction of the pre- 
cious metals. ‘The policy and the interest of the 
State banks must, therefore, be engaged in the 
great fiscal work, by all the means which the 
Treasury can employ, or the legislative wisdom 
shall provide. 

3d. The establishment of a National Bank is 
regarded as the best, and, perhaps, the only ade- 
quate resource to relieve the country and the 
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Government from the present embarrassments. 
Authorized to issue notes, which will be received 
in all payments to the United States, the circula- 
tion of its issues will be co-extensive with the 
Union, and there will exist a constant demand, 
bearing a just proportion to the annual amount 
of the duties and taxes to be collected, independ- 
ent of the general circulation for commercial and 
social purposes. A National Bank will, there- 
fore, possess the means and the opportunity of 
supplying a circulating medium of equal use and 
value in every State, and in every district of 
every State. Established by the authority of the 
Government of the United States, accredited by 
the Government to the whole amount of its notes 
in circulation, and intrusted as the depository of 
the Government with all the accumulations of 
the public treasure, the National Bank, independ- 
ent of its immediate capital, will enjoy every 
recommendation which can merit and secure the 
confidence of the public. Organized upon prin- 
ciples of responsibility, but of independence, the 
National Bank will be retained within its legiti- 
mate sphere of action, without just apprehension 
from the misconduct of its directors, or from the 
encroachments of the Government. Eminent in 
its resources, and in its example, the National 
Bank will conciliate, aid, and lead, the State 
banks in all that is necessary for the restoration 
of credit, public and private. And acting upon 
a compound capital, partly of stock, and partly 
of gold and silver, the National Bank will be the 
ready instrument to enhance the value of the 
public securities, and to restore the currency of 
the national coin. : 

4th. The power of the Government to supply 
and maintain a paper medium of exchange will 
not be questioned; but, for the introduction of 
that medium, there must be an adequate motive, 
The sole motive for issuing Treasury notes has, 
hitherto, been to raise money in anticipation of 
the revenue. The revenue, however, will proba- 
bly become, in the course of the year 1816, and 
continue afterwards, sufficient to discharge all the 
debts, and to defray all the expenses of the Gov- 
ernment; and, consequently, there will exist no 
motive to issue the paper of the Government as 
an instrument of credit. 

It will not be deemed an adequate object for an 
issue of the paper of the Government, merely 
that it may be exchanged for the paper of the 
banks, since the Treasury will be abundantly 
supplied with bank paper by the collection of the 
revenue ; and the Government cannot be expected 
to render itself a general debtor, in order to be- 
come the special creditor of the State banks. 

The co-operation of the Government with the 
National Bank, in the introduction of a national 
currency, may, however, be advantageously em- 
ployed by issues of Treasury notes, so long as 
they shall be required for the public service. 

Upon the whole, the state of the national cur- 
rency, and other important considerations con- 
nected with the operations of the Treasury, ren- 
der it a duty respectfully to propose— 

That a National Bank be established at the 
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city of Philadelphia, having power to erect 
branches elsewhere, and that the capital of the 
bank (being of a competent amount) consist of 
three-fourths of the public stock, and one-fourth 
of gold and silver. 

-All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. J. DALLAS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

[The tabular statements accompanying the re- 

port-being voluminous, are necessarily omitted. ] 


Your petitioners will not at this moment ven- 
ture to encroach upon the time ef your honorable 
bodies by entering into a minute and elaborate 
argument to substantiate their claims to the atten- 
tion of Government, or to prove the proposed mea- 
sure reeoncilable with the permanent and solid 
interests of the community at large; but they 
beg leave, respectfully, to submit a few prominent 
facts and leading arguments bearing upon the’ 
question : 

The establishments for the manufacturing of 
various -articles of cotton, which have already 
been erected in the United States, are at this mo- 
ment extensive, and capable of affording a sup- 
ply nearly or quite commensurate with the de- 
mand fur domestic consumption. 

They have afforded the means of employment 
to thousands of poor women and children, for 
whom the ordinary business of agriculture sup- 
plies no opportunities for earning a livelihood, 
educating them in habits of honest industry, and 
giving additional encouragement to labor aud to 
population. 

They have also supplied at moderate prices 
the necessary demands of the country and thie 
Government, during the recent interruption of 
our foreign trade. 

They have assisted the Southern agricultu- 
rist by the consumption of some portion of that 
superfluous produce which was deprived of its 
ordinary vent in the demands of foreign nations. 

The articles which your petitioners humbly 
suggest may be subjected to large additional du- 
ties, or an absolute prohibition, are chiefly the 
production of countries lying beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

They are manufactured in a large proportion 
of cotton of foreign growth, and thus interfere 
with and discourage a primary object of our own 
agriculture. 

They are not paid for with articles of domestic 
production, but occasion a continual and wasteful 
drain of specie of the country. 

They are made of a very inferior material, and 
are manufactured ina manner which make them 
a mere deception on the consumer. Nearly all 
Europe have legislated against them; several of 
which nations have not a single spindle in their 
dominions, but on the grounds of their little real 
usefulness, and as sapping the industry of the 
country ; and by thus prohibiting or restricting 
their introduction, urge the people to seek a bet- 
ter substitute. a ; 

They pay an ad valorem duty, and add but a 
small amount to the resources of the Treasury. 

They afford employment to but a few tons of 
our shipping, and will, in all probability, be here- 
after introduced in the ships, or through the me- 
dium of a rival nation.* 
he ee ee wate = e a 

* June 24, 1815, arrived at New York the English 
ship Princess Charlotte, Turnbull, from Calcutta, 
Madras, the Cape of Good Hope, and fifty-five days 
from St. Helcna, with nine hundred bags of sugar, 
indigo, spices, saltpetre, pepper, and nearly six hun- 
dred tons of piece goods, (selected for this market.) 


PROHIBITION OF THE IMPORTATION OF 
COARSE COTTON’ FABRICS. 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 13, 1815.] 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled : 

The petition of the undersigned citizens of the 
United States, concerned in the manufacturing of 
cotton fabrics, in behalf of themselves and others 
interested in similar establishments, respectfully 
showeih: That, during the late season of domestic 
pressure, arising in a measure from the interruption 
of the foreign commerce of the country, your pe- 

 titioners, together with numerous others, citizens 

of the United States, undertook, and after a con- 
siderable expenditure of money and of labor, 
have at length partially succeeded in the erect- 
ing and poung into operation extensive works 
employed in the manufacturing of cotton goods. 
That large sums of money have been expended 
by your petitioners and others upon these objects. 
That, by means of these exertions, and of the 
commodities furnished from these sources, the 
pressure of the late war upon the great body 
of the community was considerably alleviated. 
That, from the difficulties inseparable from the 
establishment of new branches of manufacture ; 
the scarcity of persons properly qualified to super- 
intend their operation ; the enormous compen- 
sation demanded by those whose skill and expe- 
rience were requisite, and the high price of labor 
throughout the country, your petitioners have 
not as yet been remunerated for the heavy ex- 
penses which they have incurred, while the pros- 
pect which is just opening of a free and unre- 
stricted importation of the same articles of foreign 
manufacture, threaten to deprive them of every 
expectation of a reasonable profit, and, at one 
blow, to crush the establishments themselves, 
and to sink the capital which has been invested 
in them. 

Your petitioners, under these circumstances of 
impending ruin, respectfully entreat the inter- 
position of your honorable bodies, to preserve 
them and the country from these disastrous and 
fatal results; and more particularly isit the wish 
of your petitioners to suggest the propriety and 
expediency of effecting this desirable object by 
imposing an absolute or virtual prohibition upon 
the importation of foreign cotton fabries of a 
coarse texture, 
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It is by admitting those goods that England will 
not herself admit for home consumption, that 
we encourage her to make conquests in India, by 
thus making them valuable to her. 

Their free introduction will prove the neces- 
sary ruin of our own establishments, and the 
total loss of the immense capital now invested 
dn them. 

Your petitioners are aware that the measures 
which they have respectfully suggested may seem 
to militate against one of the fundamental princi- 
ples of political economy, as laid down by the 
ablest writers on the subject, viz: that trade 
should, as far is practicable, be left free and un- 
restrained ; and that heavy imposts or prohibitions 
upon foreign commodities, with a view of en- 
couraging their domestic production, are usually 
inimical to the general interests of the commun- 
ity, and productive of injurious results. Your 
petitioners, without impugning the soundness of 
this doctrine in theory, would respectfully sug- 
gest that itis an abstract speculation, requiring, 
when reduced to practice, numerous and import- 
ant exceptions from its literal import, and always 
dependent upon two bases essential to its accuracy, 
and which, from the operation of human passions, 
can rarely be calculated upon. First,that the rule 
is universally adopted and acted upon asa princi- 

le of policy, regulating the practice of all those 
oreign nations with whom we have commercial 
dealings. Secondly, that the freedom of com- 
merce shall never be interrupted by a recurrence to 
hostilities, or embarrassed by the watvhful jealousy 
of foreign rivals. Unless these circumstances 
fortunately concur, it will not unfrequently hap- 
pen that the strict adherence to the letter of the 
rule will operate asa manifest violation of the 
principle upon which it is founded, and whieh it 
is designed to express. 

When the jealousy, the policy, or the ignoranee, 
of other nations have occasioned the adoption of 
special exceptions among themselves, the equal 
regard to every branch of industry which it was 
the intention of the doctrine to preserve unim- 
paired, as well as a wise regard to our own inter- 
ests, will frequently require that these partial and 
injurious aberrations should be met and counter- 
acied by corresponding deviations on our part 
from its original strictness, If, in order to obtain 
or preserve a permanent monopoly of certain 
branches of trade, one nation vexes and harasses 
every rival that can interfere with this favorite 
object of policy, the ordinary dictates of prudence 


Six hundred tons, at the large allowance of four 
ounces to the yard, will make about five million of 
yards; at an average sale of twenty-five cents per 
yard, is $1,200,000; thus one single ship, and she a 
foreign ship, draws from the stock of industry of the 
United States $1,200,000 that might have remained 
with the common stock of industry of the country, and 
literally put out at compound interest for the benefit 
ofthe country generally: whereas it will now be drawn 
from us never again to appear, and our own poor 
Women and children, not capable otherwise of earning 
their living, thrown back upon the community for 
support. 


would require that these attempts should be re- 
sisted, and their injurious consequences to our- 
selves be averted. It is an undisputed fact, that 
every nation with whom the United States have 
or can expect to have commercial intercourse 
have studiously sought by artificial means to se- 
cure some peculiar advantage, or to guard against 
some apprehended evil, by occasionally favoring 
certain branches of commerce and certain articles 
of manufacture. Recently there has appeared 
no disposition among them to adopt more liberal 
principles of policy. The Prince of Orange, the 
intimate ally of England, without a spindle in his 
dominions, has, since the peace in Europe, prohib- 
ited the im portation of cotton twist and the coarser 
cotton goods ; all cotton goods that shall not have 
cost thirty cents per square yard, and all cotton 
colored goods that shall not have cost thirty-six 
cents per square yard. France has, more than 
six years sioce, prohibited all cotton yarn and all 
cotton goods from beyond the Cape of Good Hope. 
England does not admit an article for home use 
that has the appearance of being manufactured, 
but gives a bounty to the exporter of her own 
manufactured cottons. Whether their example 
may be adduced as a proof that the results of ex- 
perience sometimes militate against the deduc- 
tions of speculative theory, or whether the United 
States are not required, by a wise attention to 
their own interests, to provide against the incon- 
veniences to which they have thus been subjected 
by the policy of other nations, your petitioners 
would humbly submit to the consideration of 
your honorable bodies. 

The frequent interruptions to which even the 
freest commerce is exposed opens a still more 
fruitful source of argument in favor of your peti- 
tioners. While nations are subjected to have 
their foreign trade embarrassed or impeded in its 
operations by the hostile aggressions of those over 
whose measures they have no control, it would 
deserve another name than philosophical wis- 
dom to permit an adherence toa technical rule 
of theoretical politics to interfere with, or prevent 
a watchful attention to their own vital interests. 
The evident tendency of an unrestrained trade is 
to create a mutual and equal dependency among 
nations, and to preserve among them the relations 
of peace by withdrawing from all every induce- 
ment to war. So far as one country receives the 
superfluous productions which minister to its ar- 
tificial wants or luxurious habits from another, this 
effect will be produced, and the dependence that is 
created must be reciprocal. But when we rely 
upon a foreign market for commodities of univer- 
sal and necessary consumption, we receive only 
the superfluous productions which they can spare, 
and subject ourselves toan absolute dependence 
upon their caprices or passions, in which we may 
be compelled to submit to indignity and oppres- 
sion, or to draw upon ourselves the most grievous 
sufferings, and, perhaps, utter ruin, by resisting 
their ungenerous and galling outrages. Every 
nation, therefore, «whose government has been 
administered with sagatity and wisdom, and 
whose natural resources did not interpose insur- 
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mountable barriers to the attempt, has labored, 
unremittingly,.to place those objects upon which 
they depended for subsistence or defence heyond 
the reach of accident or war, by encouraging their 
ddéméstic production at every expense, and at 
every sacrifice. 

Your petitioners would respectfully submit 
that the domestic manufacture of cotton goods 
comes Within this last mentioned exception in two 
ways. The cultivation of this article, as a pro- 
duct of agriculture, is an object of primary im- 
portance toa large and wealthy section of the 
country; and the consumption of the coarser 
cotton fabrics extends so equally and universally, 
as to include every family within the territories 
ofthe United States. Unless the domestic man- 
ufacturing establishments can afford a partial 
vent for the preductions of the Southern agricul- 
turist, and afford an adequate supply for the ex- 
tensive demands of a population of eight millions 
of people, any sudden interruption of our foreign 
commerce must be productive of the most disas- 
trous consequences to all the growers and all the 
consumers of the article in question ; and should 
this interruption prove permanent, or even be 
protracted to a period not exceeding the ordinary 
continuance of modern wars, may eventuate in 
the utter ruin of many, and the extreme distress 
of all. The growers of cotton must lose, or 
change their crops; the consumers must pay 
enormous prices for articles of daily and uni- 
versal use, or have recourse to those wretched 
expedients, the use of which is ever generated by 
necessity. 

Nor will these evils be prevented, or even in 
any considerable degree alleviated, by domestic 
establishments in a season of calamity, created 
for the emergency, and perishing with the cir- 
cumstances, which gave them birth. Manufac- 
tories are erected at an enormous expense of 
capital; and time, industry, and experience are 
required for their effectual operation. The ephe- 
meral attempts to which a severe pressure would 
give rise must be of uncertain duration; and 
monstrous as well as immediate profits will be 
wrung from the distress of others, to afford some 
remuneration for the risk that has been incurred. 
Articles of necessary consumption will be sub- 
jected to the most enormous variations in their 
price, and extravagant and casual profits will 
take the place of the moderate and reasonable 
returns of a safe and certain trade. 

Your petitioners would respectfully submit that 
the injurious consequences which they have thus 
briefly sketched, can be effectually provided 
against, only by a liberal encouragement of the 
domestic manufactures, by an absolute or virtual 
prohibition, during a period of peace, of foreign 
commodities of the same description; and they 
would beg leave further to suggest that the pre- 
sent season affords a happy opportunity for the 
interposition of Congress to prevent these evils, 
and to protect those whose individual and unas- 
sisted exertions have hitherto tended to avert or 
alleviate them. 

It cannot have escaped the attention of your 


honorable bodies that it would be the obvious in- 
terest of the European nations, and consistent 
with those maxims of policy by which their mea- 
sures have ever been guided, and to which they 
are at this moment giving additional efficacy, to 
crush the infant, and as yet immature, establish- 
ments in this country, which threaten at no dis- 
tant period of time to interfere with their own 
profits, and to place us above a dependence which 
it has ever been their anxious wish to extend and 
strengthen. By pouring in upon us, during the 
present year, a flood of goods, at reduced prices, 
this result would in all probability, be accom- 
plished, and there is too much reason to appre- 
hend that their respective Governments would 
shrink from no pecuniary assistance to further 
the mercenary views of individual cupidity. If 
these rivals be once crushed to the earth, even by 
a large temporary sacrifice, it will be in their 
power effectually to prevent their second growth, 
and thus to hold a complete control over our con- 
sumers and our planters, by regulating, according 
to their own discretion, the price of the raw pro- 
duction and the manufactured commodity in our 
markets, and thus to perpetuate a dependence 
which their monopolizing predilections are but 
too prone to abuse to our detriment. 

Your petitioners would further respectfully 
submit to the consideration of your honorable 
bodies, that, at this period of general pacification 
throughout Europe, every nation will become the 
earrier of its own articles of production and con- 
sumption; thata large portion of our accustomed 
commerce must necessarily perish, and the means 
of discharging the enormous balance in favor 
of England will soon be exhausted by a total drain 
of our specie from the country, already at a pre- 
mium of fifteen per cent. Under these cireum- 
stances the encouragement of the domestic manu- 
factures of the coarser goods would tend much to 
prevent the embarrassments likely to ensue from 
this aspect of affairs, and to relieve the country 
from these threatening evils. 

The manufacturing establishments in this coun- 
try have now attained a degree of importance, and 
embrace so great a variety of interests, as to en- 
title them to some portion of the liberal patronage 
of Government. Commerce, agriculture, and 
manufactures, have become intimately connected, 
and, if duly and proportionably encouraged, will 
mutually assist and support each other. The 
natural advantages of the country have opened to 
its citizens a broad and even road to prosperity 
and greatness. To harmonize the various inter- 
ests of the whole, and to complete the great circle 
of national grandeur, manufacturies are essentially 
necessary. The advantageous sites for the erec- 
tion of suitable works which every district sup- 
plies, render it emphatically an object of national 
importance; by the purity of manners, and the 
intelligence which eminently characterize our 
citizens ; the wholesome jealousy with which all 
monopolizing institutions are revarded, and the 
salutary superiatendence ofa vigilant and impar- 
tial administration of the laws, promise to secure 
us for ages against those evils of which politicians 
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and moralists have considered them to be pro- 
ductive. 

Your petitioners would beg leave to call the 
attention of your honorable bodies to some of 
those interests which would be protected by the 
measure proposed, and to someof the consequences 
of which it would be productive. 

The growers of cotton would be presented with 
a convenient market for a large portion of their 
produce, not subject to the fluctuations of political 
events, nor controlled by the cupidity of foreign 
traders, certain in its demand, and enlarging with 
the increasing consumption and abilities of the 
country. 

The consumers would be assured of a never- 
failing supply of well-wrought fabrics, daily im- 
proving in quality and diminishing in price, and 
unaffected by the interference, the jealousy, or 
the hostility of forcign nations. 

The country would preserve the whole amount 
of capital already invested in these establishments, 
be no longer subjected to the uncertainties of for- 
eign trade for an important article of necessary 
comsumption, enlarge aud increase the objects of 
industry, affording new encouragements to her 
population and emigration to our country of for- 
eign artists, and relieve herself from the pressure 
of a serious balance against her in her foreign 
trade. 

To the Government would be secured the 
means of clothing its troops under every emerg- 
ency, and a new, certain, productive, and increas- 

.ing source of revenue during a season of war. 

T'he internal and coasting trade, and the com- 
munication between the different and remote sec- 
tions of the country would be substituted for an 
inconsiderable and injurious branch of foreign 
commerce, harmonizing their conflicting and 
jarring interests, and strengthening the bonds of 
mutual dependance, 

These considerations your petitioners would 
beg leave to press upon the serious attention of 
your honorable bodies in support of the measure 
they have proposed, relying implicitly upon the 
patriotism and wisdom of Congress for the adop- 
tion of some means of relief and encouragement. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, &c. 

JOHN R. WATROUS, and others. 


PROTECTION TO MANUFACTURERS. 


{Communicated to the Senate, December 22, 1815.] 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled : 


The petition of the undersigned citizens of the 
United States, being a committee appointed by, 
and acting for and in behalf of the cotton manu- 
facturers residing in Providence and its vicinity, 
respectfully showeth: That, in consequence of 
the interruption of commerce, and relying on the 
favorable disposition uniformly manifested by 


the Government of the United States towards 
domestic manufactures, your petitioners have, at 
a great expense of money and labor, erected and 
put into operation extensive works for manufac- 
turing cotton goods. Most of the establishments 
for this object have been completed within a few 
years, and, owing to the numerous and unavoid- 
able difficulties always attendant on the introduc- 
tion of new branches of business, and the embar- 
rassments arising from the situation of the foreign 
relations of the country, the proprictors have, 
hitherto, been prevented from reaping the rea- 
sonable profits which they calculated to obtain, 
During the continuance of the late war, in addi- 
tion to the ordinary expenses and difficulties of 
prosecuting the business, they had also to strug- 
gle against the enormous advances in the price 
of almost every article they used, together with 
the trouble, cost, and delay, which accrued from 
the necessity of transporting by land the raw 
material, and every other commodity required for 
the supply of the manufactories, and for the sup- 
port and maintenance of the people employed 
therein, The same burdensome expense and dis- 
advantage were also experienced in conveying 
the goods, when finished, to distant markets for 
sale. But while your petitioners have had to 
lament that the circumstances of the times did 
not permit them to realize the profits which they 
had a right to expect, they had the satisfaction to 
perceive that the nation was deriving great and 
important benefits from their labors, receiving, 
from the skill and industry of our own citizens, 
vast supplies of useful and necessary commodi- 
ties, at moderate prices, calculated for universal 
consumption, and at a period when they could 
not be obtained from abroad; and that employ- 
ment and the means of earning a comfortable 
livelihood were at the same time extended to 
thousands of poor people, dependent on their labor 
alone for support, and who must otherwise have 
been reduced to a state of misery and want. 

The event has also fully proved, in the opinion 
of your petitioners, that, by due encouragement 
on the part of Government to domestic manufac- 
tures, there may be insured to the country, from 
this source alone, an abundant and regular sup- 
ply of the most essential and important kinds of 
cotton goods, at fair prices, and independent of 
foreign nations. 

Your petitioners would now respectfully rep- 
resent that, in addition to the accumulated em- 
barrassments and losses under which they have 
labored, the pressure of which has been so great, 
during the last year, as to induce many of the 
manufacturers to contract their business, and 
some to suspend it entirely, the free and unre- 
stricted admission at present allowed into the 
United States, of cotton fabrics of foreign pro- 
duction, not only extinguishes the hope of a rea- 
sonable profit in future from the manufacture of 
similar goods at home, but threatens the speedy 
destruction of the establishments already erected 
for that purpose, and the loss of the immense 
capital invested in them. They, therefore, earn- 
estly entreat the interposition of your houorable 
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body, to pieserve them from impending ruin. 
They are the more encouraged in this applica- 
tion,,as they conceive the time propitious for 
Government to extend its fostering care to the 
manufactures of the country, and are convinced 
that the request accords with the general feelings 
and wishes of the people, and with the best in- 
terests of the nation. 

As an eligible mode of effecting the object in 
view, your petitioners would respectfully submit 
to the consideration of Congress the expediency 
of prohibiting, by law, the importation of all cot- 
ton goods, (nankeens excepted,) the production 
of countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and 
of augmenting the duty on those of a coarse tex- 
ture imported from other parts of the world. 

It is well known that the cotton fabrics of India 
are made from very inferior stock, and that they 
are so badly manufactured as to be of little in- 
trinsic value, compared with the substantial and 
durable manufactures of our own country; and 
it is believed that almost every nation of Europe 
has found it expedient to discourage their use, by 
subjecting them to very heavy duties, or have 
prohibited their importation entirely; and it is 
deserving of particular observation that their con- 
sumption is interdicted in England, although 
they are the production of her own colonies. It 
is also a weighty consideration that, being made 
wholly ofa material of foreign growth, so far as 
their introduction is permitted, they operate to 
deprive our own citizens, engaged in the cultiva- 
tion of cotton, of their best and surest market, 
and thus injuriously affect one of our most im- 
portant branches of agriculture. 

In order to show the extent and importance of 
the cotton manufacture in the United States, 
your petitioners beg leave respectfully to state 
that it has been satisfactorily ascertained that in 
the small district alone comprised within a circle 
of thirty miles from Providence, there are not 
less than one hundred and forty manufactories, 
containing, in actual operation, more than 130,000 
spindles, and capable of holding a much larger 
number, few of them having yet received their 
full complement of machinery. The quantity of 
cotton which, in their present state, they spin in 
a year, may be computed at 29,000 bales, which, 
when manufactured into cloth of the descriptions 
commonly made, will produce 27,840,000 yards, 
the weaving of which, at the average price of 
eight cents, amounts to $2,227,200, and the total 
value of the cloth will exceed $6,000,000. To 
complete the manufacture from the raw material, 
until the goods are fit for market, it is estimated 
would afford steady and constant employment to 
26,000 persons. But the benefits resulting from 
this vast amount of labor are much more exten- 
sively diffused than if the whole were done by 
people constantly engaged in the business, a con- 
siderable portion of it being performed by those 
who are partially occupied in other pursuits, par- 
ticularly the weaving, which is almost wholly 
executed at the farm-houses throughout the coun- 
try, few of which are to be found not supplied 
with looms. 


Protection to Manufacturers. 


In this estimate are not intended to be included 
the numerous classes of persons engaged in occu- 


| pations indirectly connected with and dependent 


upon the manufacture, such as those employed 
in furnishing the various kinds of machinery 
used in the works, in supplying the people with 
provisionsand other necessaries and conveniences, 
in transporting goods to and from the manutac- 
tories, together with those engaged in the coast- 
ing trade, in bringing the raw material and other 
commodities required for the use of the establish- 
ments, and in conveying the manufactures to 
market. 

From this cursory view of the subject a faint 


representation is exhibited how intimately the 
cotton manufacture, although but in its infancy, 
is united and blended with almost every other 
occupation ; thus creating an interest, in a greater 
or less degree, in all classes for its maintenance 
and success, and involving in its destruction very 
disastrous consequences to the whole body of the 


community. P 
Your petitioners know of no description of per- 


sons who are not, either directly or indirectly, 
benefited by this branch of manufacture, except a 
few capitalists engaged in the trade to India, a 
commerce affording employment for compara- 
tively but few of our ships and mariners, far less, 
it is humbly conceived, than, would be necessary 
to carry on the coasting trade arising from the 
manufacture at home of the same quantity of 
goods imported from thence. Nor does it afford 
a market for a single article of our own produc- 
tion, but operates as a continual and destructive 
drain of the specie of the country, 
which is at this moment most severely felt. It 
may be also worthy of remark that the augmen- 
tation of the revenue arising from the increased 
consumption of indigo and other articles used in 
dying, and the various commodities and mate- 
rials required in the erection of the works, and 
in the different processes of. the manufacture, 


the scarcity of 


many of which are subjected to heavy duties, 
would, it is humbly believed, nearly, if not en- 
tirely, remunerate the Treasury for the loss occa~ 
sioned by the interdiction proposed. 

Your petitioners are aware that it has been a 
favorite maxim with some, that commerce should 
be left free and unrestrained; and, while they are 
far from being disposed to controvert its correct- 
ness as a general rule, subject, like all others, ac- 
cording to circumstances, to particular exceptions 
and modifications, they beg leave respectfully to 
suggest that they believe it far safer, and more 
agreeable to the dictates of political wisdom, to 
follow in the beaten tract of successful experi- 
ence, rather than to pursue a course of policy not 
sanctioned by the practice of any other commer- 
cial or manufacturing people, and resting solely 
on opinion and theory for its support. All those 
nations which have carried commerce and manu- 
factures to the greatest extent, have judged it ex- 
pedient to protect their citizens against foreign 
competition. No Government has been more 
vigilant and rigid in this particular than that of 
Engiand—a policy which it has steadily pursued 
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for ages, and which has been crowned with un- 
exampled success. While the same principles 
continue to be persevered in by other nations, a 
contrary practice on the part of the United States 
would subject us to a species of colonial depend- 
ence, rendering us at once the victim of our own 
liberality and a prey to foreign cupidity and 
caprice. 

Your petitioners would endeavor to avoid en- 
croaching upon the time of your honorable body, 
by the repetition of arguments of a general na- 
ture, which have been often urged, and which 
must readily occur to every reflecting mind; but 
deeming the subject of primary importance ina 
national point of view, and deeply affecting their 
individual interests, they persuade themselves it 
will not be considered obtrusive, succinctly to 
enumerate some of the particular and immediate 
advantages, which they conceive the country 
would derive from the extension of the patronage 
of Government to the manufacture in question. 

It would insure a constant and competent sup- 
ply, at reasonable prices, of articles wanted for 
general and daily consumption, not liable to be 
interrupted by the hostility or injustice of foreign 
nations. 

The internal and coasting trade, which has 
always been considered as the most advantageous 
to a nation, and worthy of a high degree of public 
encouragement, would be thereby promoted and 
extended; and, by the mutual interchange of 
commodities between the remote sections of our 
extensive country, would have a salutary and 
powerful tendency to bind and link together the 
various parts in the bunds of reciprocal depend- 
ance and friendship. 

By a portion of our population being engaged 
in manufactures a market would be created at 
home for the productions of agriculture, not sub- 
ject to be destroyed or materially injured by the 
enmity or jealousies of foreign Governments. 
This considerationis of the more importance in 
the present state of the world, when a general 
pacification has taken place between the nations 
of Europe, which promises to be of long dura- 
tion, and forbids the expectation that the produc- 
tions of the United States will continue to com- 
mand such high prices abroad as during the last 
twenty years, while those nations were engaged 
in the most destructive and sanguinary wars. 

A sure and regular demand would be produced 
for a considerable portion of the cotton raised in 
the United States, continually augmenting with 
the means of manufacturing it, and the increasing 
consumption of the goods. 

It would enlarge the field of useful industry 
and enterprise, and, by multiplying the sources of 
wealth and the means of subsistence, would en- 
courage population and the emigation to our 
country of foreign artists and others, bringing 
with them the latest improvements in manufac- 
tures and the mechanic arts. The vast capital al- 
ready invested in these establishments would be 
preserved, and, by its active and successful em- 
ployment, would continue to contribute largely 
to the riches and prosperity of the nation. 
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PROTECTION TO THE SUGAR PLANTERS 
OF LOUISIANA. 


[Communicated to the House, January 5, 1815.] 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled : 


The memorial of the sugar planters, citizens of 
the State of Louisiana, respectfully represents :— 
That there is, perhaps, no culture more important 
and advantageous to the United States than that 
of the sugar cane, the produce of which, though 
at first ranked among the luxuries of life, has, 
from its universal use, become an article of the 
first necessity. Before theacquisition of Louisiana, 
vast sums of money were lost to the United States 
in the purchase of sugar, rum, and molasses, made 
in the East and West Indies, from whence alone 
those commodities were obtained. In time of war 
supplies from thence are precarious, and the con- 
sumer would be either entirely deprived of those 
necessary articles, or could obtain them only at ex- 
travagantrates. It is, then, obviously the interest 
of the United States toencourage the cultivation of 
the cane, and to secure to themselves the advan- 
tages which Louisiana offers in this particular. 
Whilst its citizens rejoice in the means which na- 
ture has placed within their reach, of supplying the 
wants of the other States of the Union, they have 
at the same time to lament that their ability to 
effect it will depend on the fostering aid of the 
General Government. i 

Beyond all others, the culture of the cane is 


1657 


APPENDIX. 
Military and Naval Expenditures. 


1658 


attended with difficulties. It requires enormous 
capitals, The lands that produce it are dear, 


large. gangs of slaves, and laboring animals are- 


required, immense edifices are to be erected, 


mills, and expensive utensils are to be obtained ; 


- add to those the costly and unceasing labor that 
is required in forming, and keeping up the works 
that are necessary to prevent the overflowing 
of the mighty stream that borders those lands, 
the numerous canals for draining them, and with- 
out which they would not be susceptible of cul- 
tivation; so that after a fortune has been con- 
sumed, and often distressing debts incurred, years 
on years elapse before the most fortunate and 
successful reap the reward of their expenditures 
and toils. It is true, in a propitious season this 
culture. affords greater profit than any other, but 
numerous and dreadful are the accidents that 
often blast the hopes of the planter. The climate 
is subject to hurricanes, the ravages of which not 
only destroys the crop in the ground, and often 
the expectation of the one ensuing it, but levels 
tothe ground the buildings which had been erected 
at such an immense cost. ‘Those are evils which 
sugar planters every where experience; but there 
are others, which are the peculiar scourge of those 
of Louisiana—an early frost prevents the maturity 
of the cane, and greatly injures its yield; a warm 
day, in the season of making sugar, occasioning 
it to ferment, sours the juice, and destroys the 
labor of the year; the coldness of the climate, 
and destructive attacks of worms, to which the 
cane is subject, requires it to be frequently re- 
planted, and is a serious drawback on the planter, 
as the growth of one acre is only sufficient to 
plant four; the same cause also often destroys 
the cane intended for plants, and blasts his hopes 
of the ensuing crop. At times high winds, or 
the negligence of an individual, causing a break 
in the dike that retains the river, the water rush- 
ing down, sweeps buildings, crop, and animals be- 
fore it,and spreading on all sides carries irresistible 
ruin with it. Such inuudations, by covering the 
fields with a ‘poor, sandy sediment, often renders 
them for many years useless, and they are not 
unfrequent. With such serious evils to contend 


with, it cannot be expected that the planter of 


Louisiana can, without some encouragement from 
the Government, stand in competition with those 
who rear the plant in its congenial climate; yet 
it is impossible for him successfully to attend to 
any other branch of agriculture. Indigo, cotton, 
tobacco, and sugar, are the only kinds of produce 
which have as yet been considered as suitable to 
the country. About thirty years ago the raising 
of indigo absolutely ceasing to afford the means 
of subsistence to the cultivator, tobacco, and 
afterwards, cotton were resorted to; but experi- 
ence has shown the impossibility of standing in 
competition with the States of Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Kentucky, with regard to tobacco, from 
whence our supplies for consumption are at present 
received, and those of Georgia, the Carolinas, 
Tennessee, and the Mississippi Territory, in that 
of eotton. The planters of Louisiana, therefore, 
hope that the liberal views of Congress will in- 


duce that honorable body to come to their aid. 
As part of the American family they believe it 
suffices fur them to make known their wants to 
the common parent, to have every proper relief 
extended to them. But they address it with 
more confidence, from the conviction that the 
interests of the Union loudly demand that this 
distant State should be assisted in securing to 
herself, and, consequently, to the nation, the 
vast advantages which its climate and situation 
promise. With the encouragement of Congress 


she would in a few years be able to supply her 
sister States with sugar, rum, and molasses, and 
will in return consume a considerable portion of 
their produce and manufactures. 
siderations require also that this distant and 
frontier State should be strengthened, and its 
population augmented; let, then, the only kind 
of agriculture for which nature: intended her, 
which she alone of all the States is capable of- 
producing, and which is at the same time so es- 
sentially necessary to all, be fostered and en- 
couraged. 


Political con- 


We, therefore, humbly entreat your honorable 


body that the same sound policy which has hith- 
erto invariably excited the General Government 
to protect the growing manufactures of our coun- 
try, and, consequently, made us in many branches 
completely independent of foreign nations, may 
be extended to the cultivators of the cane, and 
that the duties laid during the war on foreign 
sugar, rum, and molasses, be made permanent by 
daw. . 


BERNARD MARIGNY, 
and others. 
New OrLeans, Louisiana, 1815. 


MILITARY AND NAVAL EXPENDITURES. 


[Communicated to the House, February 5, 1816.] 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Leb. 5, 1816. 
Sır: In obedience to a resolution of the Huuse 
of Representatives, passed yesterday, I have the 
honor to transmit a letter from the Register of 
the Treasury, and the statements which accom- 
pany it, viz: 
(A.) A comparative statement between the 
annual amount of the expenditure for the Mili- 
tary Establishment of the United States, as rene 


| dered by the, Treasury Department, under a res- 


olution of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, of the 20th of January, 1816, and 
the statement thereof furnished under the resolu- 
tion of the House, of the 31st of March, 1810. 

(B.) A comparative statement between the 
annual amount of the expenditure for the Navy 
of the United States, as rendered by the Treas- 
ury Department, under a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the United States, of the 
20th of January, 1816, and the statement thereof 
furnished under the resolution of the House, of 
the 31st of March, 1810. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

; A. J. DALLAS. 

Hon. Henry Cay, Speaker, $c. 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, Recister’s Orrice, February 5, 1816, 


Sm: I have the honor to transmit papers A and B, being comparative statements between the 
annual amount of the expenditures of the Military and Naval Establishments as rendered by the 
Treasury Department, under a resolution of the House of Representatives of the United States 
of the 20th of January, 1816, and the statement thereof furnished under the resolution of the 
House, of the 31st March, 1810. I have the honor to be, &c. 

JOSEPH NQURSE. 


Hon. Avexanver J. Dartas, Secretary of the Treasury. 


(A) 

A comparative statement between the annual amount of the aparani Sor the Military Establish- 
ment of the United States,as rendered by the Treasury Department, under a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the United States, of the 20th of January, 1816, and the statement 
thereof furnished under the resolution of the House, of the 31st of March, 1810. 


Amount as ex-/Expenditures out of appropriations;Amount as ex-| A repayment. {Indian expen- 


Years hibited under) for War Department, in relation] hibited under, diture, 
"| resolution of| to Indian Department, other than| resolution o 
Mar. 30,1810.) treaties and trading-houses. Jan, 20, 1816. 
1791 | $632,804 03 - $632,804 03 
1792 | 1,108,038 47 - 1,100,702 09 $2,336 38 
1793 | 1,132,443 91 ~ 1,130,249 08 $2,194 83 
1794 | 2,589,097 59 $50,000 00 2,609,097 59 
1795 | 2,422,385 81 58,524 32 2,480,910 13 
1796 | 1,246,327 82 13,936 02 1,260,263 84 
1797 | 1,002,299 04 37,103 62 1,039,402 66 
1798 | 1,939,692 39 69,829 91 2,009,522 30 
1799 | 2,405,669 17 61,277 81 2,466,946 98 
1800 | 2,517,409 99 43,468 78 2,560,878 77 
1801 | 1,600,944 08 72,000 00 1,672,944 08 
1802 | 1,179,148 25 42,000 00 1,221,148 25 
1803 822,055 85 60,000 00 882,055 85 
1804 875,923 93 63,000 00 938,923 93 
1805 712,781 28 55,500 00 768,281 28 
1806 1,224,355 38 159,200 00 1,383,555 38 
1807 | 1,288,685 91 100,600 00 1,389,285 91 
1808 | 2,900,834 40 140,600 00 3,041,434 40 
1809 | 3,345,772 17 125,000 00 3,470,772 17 
30,941,669 47 $1,152,040 46 (a) 32,089,178 72 $2,336 38 $2,194 83 
Amount of expenditures as exhibited under the resolution of 31st March, 1810 - = - $30,941,669 47 
Deduct the repayment of $2,336 38 as above, and the sum of $2,194 83 as Indian expen- 
diture - - “ole - - - - - - - - - - - 4,531 21 


30,937,138 26 
To which expenditures out of tho appropriations for the War Department, in relation to In- 
dian Department, other than the expenditures exhibited for treaties with the Indians, and 


trading-houses - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,152,040 46 
As above - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $32,089,178 72 


(a) This amount, with the annual subdivisions, was formed by the Register, by estimate, for the purpose of 
excluding the payments which had been made by the purveyors of public supplies, contractors, and other per- 
sons who had expended public moneys in the purchase of Indian goods, rations, or supplies, which might ap- 
ply to the Indian Department, and which had been made from moneys charged and exhibited in the annual 
printed public accounts as advanced for the Military Establishment. : 

These annual amounts, ascertained from the best materials to which access could be had, were deducted 
from the total amount of the annual actual expenditures, with a view to conform, as nearly as possible, with 

3 mie resolution of the House, of the 31st March, 1810, by excluding the expenditures on account of the Indian 
epartment. 

Tar ieur Deranturnt, Reaisten’s Orrick, February 6, 1816. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


1661 APPENDIX. 1662 
State of the Sinking Fund. 


a (B.) 

A comparative statement between the annual amount of the expenditure for the Navy of the United 
States, as rendered by the Treasury Department, under a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, of the 20th January, 1816, and the statement thereof, furnished under 
the resolution of: the House, of the 31st of March, 1810. 


Amount as exhibited under the | Marine hospital | Revenue cutter |Total amount exhibited un- 


Years resolution of 20th January,| expenditure. excluded in state-:| der resolution of March 31, 
1816, excluding expenditure ment of the 3lst} 1810, in which the marine 
for marine hospital. March, 1810. f hospital was included. 
1791 $570 00 = $570 00 
1792 _ 58 02 - 53 02 - 
1793 |- l 
1794 61,408 97 - ~ $61,408 97 
1795 410,562 03 - - 410,562 03 
1796 274,784 04 - - | 274,784 04 
1797 382,631 89 - - 382,631 89 
1798 1,381,347 76 - - 1,381,347 76 
1799 2,858,081 84 - S 2,858,081 84 
1800 3,448,716 03 - - 3,448,716 03 
-1801 | 2,111,424 00 i z - 2,111,424 00 
1802 915,561 87 $250 00 - 915,811 87 
1803 1,215,230 53 31,087 36 - 1,246,317 89 
1804 1,189,832 75 84,027 50 - 1,273,800 25 
1805 1,597,500 00 - ~ 1,597,500 00 
1806 1,649,641 44 - - 1,649,641 44 
1807 1,722,064 47 > = 1,722,064 47 
1808 1,884,067 80 - - 1,884,067 80 
1809 ` 2,427,758 80 - F 2,427,758 80 
$23,531,237 24 $115,364 86 $623 02 $23,645,979 08 
Amount of expenditures as exhibited under the resolution of 20th January 1816 - - - $23,531,237 24 
And the marine hospital expenditure a Aay ia b ah eg, Deg o gae are gu a 115,364 86 
23,646,602 10 
From which deduct expenditure for revenue cutter - - = - - 7 21n * 623 02 
As above > - - - - - - - = - ~ - - - 23,645,979 08 


Treasvny DEPARTMENT, ReeisTER’s Orrice, February 5, 1816. A 
f JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


SINKING FUND. Treasury Department, Feb. 6, 1816. 


: Te The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully re- 
[Communicated to the Senate, February 7, 1816.] | ports to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund : 


WASHINGTON, F ebruary 7, 1816. That the. balance of moneys advanced on account of 
The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund re-| the public debt, remaining unexpended at the end 


spectfully report to Congress as follows: . of the year 1813, and applicable to payments falling 
That the measures which have been authorized | due after that year, which balance amounted to 
by the board, subsequent to their last report of the $761,205 75 


6th of February, 1815, so far 35 the same have Together with the sums disbursed from 
been completed, are fully detailed inthe report of} the Treasury during the year 1814, 
the Secretary of the Treasury to this board, dated | on account of the principal and inter- 
the 6th day of the present month, and in the state-| est of the public debt, which sums 


ments therein referred to, which are herewith! amounted to - - - - - 8,386,880 59 
transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of Together with a further sum arising 
this report. from profitin exchange on remittances 

J. GAILLARD, Prest Senate pro. tem. from America to Furope during the 

J. MARSHALL, Chief Justice U.S. year 1814, amounting to - —- - 19,827 61 


J. MONROE, Sec’ry of State. —— 
A.J. DALLAS, Sec’ry of Treasury. And amounting together to - - $9,167,913 95 
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Have been accounted for in the following manner 
viz: 

There was repaid into the Treasury during the year 
1814, on account of the principal of moneys hereto- 
fore advanced for the payment of the public debt, the 
sum of - - - - $286,336 65 

The sums actually applied during the 
year 1814 to the payment of the prin- 
cipal and interest of the public debt, 
amounted, to the sum of $8,940,074 
08, viz: . > . 

In reimbursement of the principal of the 
public debt - $4,283,692 34 

On account òf the inter- 
est and charges on the 
same - 4,656,381 74 


a. $8,940,074 08 
Butofthissum there was ` 

short provided, consist- 

ing of unclaimed div- 

idends on the public 

debt, not demanded or 

applied for by the pro- 


prietors - - - 58,496 78 


8,881,577 30 
pena 


$9,167,913 95 


That, during the year 1815, the following dis- 
bursements were made outof the Treasury on 
account of the principal and interest of the public 
debt, viz: 

On account of the interest and reimburscment of the 

funded domestic debt - $6,373,847 73 
On account of the principal and inter- 

est of the registered debt 
On account of the principal and inter- 

est of temporary loans, viz: reim- 

bursement of principal $1,800,000 00 
Payment of interest - - 69,230 07 


6 49 


~ 1,869,230 07 
On account of principal and interest 
of Treasury notes - 
On account of the interest on Louisiana 
stock payable in Europe - 


8,872,708 95 


724,136 11 


Amounting together to the sum of $12,839,929 35 


Which disbursements were made out of the follow- 
ing funds, viz: i 
I. From tho balance of the annual appropriation of 
cight millions of dollars for the year 1814, remain- 
ing unexpended at the end of that year, which bal- 
ance amounted, as stated in the last annual report 
to - $341,710 17 
II. From the funds constituting the an- 
nual appropriation of eight millions 
of dollars for the year 1815, viz : 
From the fund arising from the inter- 
est on the debt transferred to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
as per statement I - 1,969,577 64 
From the fond arising 
from the net proceeds 
of the sales of public 
lands 
From proceeds of duties 
on goods, wares, and 


1,200,000 00 


‘That the temporary loans, which became pay- 
able during the year 1815 were paid, but the two 


merchandise import- 
ed, and on the ton- 
nage of vessels - $4,830,422 36 


$8,000,000 00 
III. From the proceeds of the duties on ; 
goods, wares, and merchandise im- 

ported, and on the tonnage of vessels, 

and from the proceeds of the direct 

tax and internal duties in advance, 

and on account of the annual appro- 

priation of eight millions of dollars 

for the year 1816 - -4,498,219 18 


12,839,929 35 


That the aforesaid sum of twelve millions eight 
hundred and thirty-nine thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-nine dollars and thirty-five cents will 
be accounted for in the next annual report, in 
conformity with the accounts which shall have 
been rendered to this Department. 

That, in the meantime, the manner in which 
the said sum has been applied is estimated as fol- 
lows, viz: 

There is estimated to have been applied to the payment 
of the deficiency of the provision at the end of the 


year 1814, as above stated, the sum of 58,496 78 
There was paid for loss on exchange on 

remittances from America to Europe, 

during the year 1815, the sum of - 53,038 17 


There is estimated to have been applied 
during the year 1815 to the reim- 
bursement of the principal of the pub- 
lic debt - - $7,034,016 48 

And to the payment of 
interest on the same 


5,606,966 02 
12,640,981 50 


And there is estimated to have been left 
unapplied at the end of the year 1815, 
a sum applicable to payments on ac- 
count of the public debt during the 
year 1816, of - 


87,412 90 


$12,839,929 35 


instalments amounting to $500,000, which became 
payable to the State bank, Boston, in the month 
of December, 1814, and which were not then paid 
from the inability of the Treasury to apply the 
moneys within its control to that object, owing 
to the disordered state of the public currency. 
That, during the year 1815, and on the Ist day 
of January, 1816, Treasury notes charged upon 
the Sinking Fund fell due amounting to $7,747,- 
280. It was not within the power of the Trea- 
sury to make provision for the payment of any 
part of these notes, or of those which had fallen 
due, and had not been paid-in the preceding year, 
(with the exception of such as were applied b 
their holders to the payment of duties and aa) 
until the ist of July, 1815, when provision was 
made, and public notice thereof given for the re- 
imbursement of such Treasury notes as had pre- 
viously to that time become payable at Baltimore 
and Washington. The same provision was made 
on the Ist of August for those previously payable 
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at Philadelphia ; on the ist of September for those 
previously payable at Savannah; and on the days 


when they respectively become payable, for those | 


reimbursable at all other places, with the excep- 
tion of New York and Boston; at neither of 
which places have funds yet been obtained to an 
extent sufficient to meet the payment of the Trea- 
sury notes reimbursable at those two places re- 
spectively. The annexed statement marked L, 
shows the time when, and the places at which, 
all the Treasury notes reimbursable in the year 
1815, and on the ist of January, 1816, became 
payable. 

A statement, marked H, is annexed, which ex- 
hibits the whole amount of stock transferred to 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and 
standing to their credit on the books of the Trea- 
sury on the last day of December, 1815. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

A.J. DALLAS, See’ry Treasury. 

[The tabular statements are omitted] 


PROTECTION TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
OF COTTON FABRICS. 


{Communicated to the House, February 13, 1816.] 


Mr. Newron, from the Committee of Com- 
merce and Manufactures, to whom was referred 
the memorials and petitions of the manufacturers 
of cotton wool, submitted the following report: 


The committee were conscious that they had 
no-ordinary duty to perform, when the House of 
Representatives referred to their consideration 
the memorials and petitions of the manufacturers 
of cotton wool. In obedience to the instructions 
of the House they have given great attention to 
the subject, and beg leave to present the result of 
their deliberations. 

They are not a little apprehensive that they 
have not succeeded in doing justice to a subject 
so intimately connected with the advancement 
and prosperity of agriculture and commerce; a 
subject which enlightened’ statesmen and philos- 
ophers have deemed not unworthy of their at- 
tention and consideration. 

It is not the intention of the committee to 
offer any theoretical opinions of their own or of 
others; they are persuaded that a display of spec- 
ulative opinions would not meet with approba- 
tion.. From these views the committee are dis- 
posed to state facts, and to make such observa- 
tions only as shall be intimately connected with, 
and warranted by them. 

Prior to the years 1806 and 1807, establish- 
ments for manufacturing cotton wool had not 
been attempted, but in a few instances, and on a 
limited scale. Their rise and progress are attrib- 
utable to embarrassments, to which commerce 
was subjected, which embarrassments originated 
in causes not within the control of human pru- 
dence. 

While commerce flourished, the trade which 
had been carried on with the continent of Eu- 
rope, with the East Indies, and with the colonies 

14th Con. lst Szss,—53 


of Spain and France, enriched our enterprising 
merchants; the benefits of which were sensibly 
felt by the agriculturists, whose wealth and in- 
dustry were increased and extended. When ex- 
ternal commerce was suspended the capitalists 
throughout the Union became solicitous to give 


‘activity to their capital. A portion of it, it is 


believed, was directed to the improvement of ag- 
riculture ; and not an inconsiderable portion of 
it, as it appears, was likewise employed-in erect- 
ing establishments for manufacturing of cotton 
wool. ; i 

To make this statement as satisfactory as pos- 
sible, to give it all the certainty that it is suscept- 
ible of attaining, the following facts are respect- 
fully submitted to the consideration of the House. 
They show the rapid progress which has been 
made in a few years, and, evidently, the ability 
to carry them on with certainty of success, should 
a just and liberal policy regard them as objects 
deserving encouragement: 

In the year 1800, 500 bales of cotton were man- 
ufactured in manufacturing establishments; in 
1805, 1,000; in 1810, 10,000; and in 1815, 90,000. 

This statement the committee have no reason 
to doubt; nor have they any to question the truth’ 
of the following succinct statement of the capital 
which is employed, of the labor which it com- 
mands, and of the products of that labor: 


Capital - - - - - - $40,000,000 
Males employed from the age of 17 and 

upwards - - - - - - 10,000 
Women and female children - - - 66,000 
Boys under 17 years of age - - - 24,000 


Wages of 100,000 persons, averaging 
$150 each - - - - - - $15,000,000 
Cotton wool manufactured, 90,000 bales, 


amounting to - - - - lbs, 27,000,000 
Number of yards of cotton of various 

kinds - - - “os - 81,000,000 
Cost per yard, averaging 30 cents - - $24,300,000 


The rise and progress of such establishments 
can excite no wonder. The inducements to in- 
dustry, in a free Government, are numerous and 
inviting. Effects are always in unison with their 
causes, The inducements consist in the certainty 
and ‘security, which every citizen enjoys, of ex- 
ercising exclusive dominion over the creations of 
his genius, and the products of his labor; in pro- 
curing from his native soil, at all times, with 
facility, the raw materials that are required ; and 
in the liberal encouragement that will be accord- 
ed by agriculturists to those who, by their labor, 
keep up a constant and increasing demand for the 
produce of agriculture. : 

Every State will participate in those advan- 
tages; the resources of each will be explored, 
opened, and enlarged. Different sections of the 
Union will, according to their position, the eli- 
mate, the population, the habits of the people, 
and the nature of the soil, strike into that line of 
industry which is best adapted to their interest 
and the good of the whole; an active and free 
intercourse, promoted and facilitated by roadsand 
canals, will ensue; prejudices, which are gener- 
ated by distance, and the want of inducements to 
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approach each other and reciprocate benefits, | treasures that are embosomed in the earth, onthe + 


will be removed 


private prosperity. 
Each Government, moving in its appropriate 


orbit, performing with ability its separate func- 
tions, will be endeared to the hearts of a good 


and grateful people. 
The States that are 


they want, 
also, 
present enjoy, always command, in peace or in 
war, at moderate prices, 
ufacture that their wants may require. Should 
they be inclined to manufacture for themselves, 


they can do so with success, because they have 


all the means in their power to erect and to ex- 
tend, at pleasure, manufacturing establishments. 
Our wants being supplied by our own ingenuity 
and industry, exportation of specie to pay for 
foreign manufactures will cease. 

The value of American produce at this time 
exported will not enable the importers to pay for 
the foreign manufactures imported. Whenever 
the two accounts shall be fairly stated, the bal- 
ance against the United States will be found to 
be many millions of dollars. Such is the state 
of things that the change must be to the advan- 
tage of the United States. The precious metals 
will be attracted to them, the diffusion of which, 
in a regular and uniform current through the 
great arteries and veins of the body politie, will 
give to each member health and vigor. 

In proportion as the commerce of the United 
States depends on agriculture and manufactures, 
as a common basis, will it increase, and become 
independent of those revolutions and fluctua- 
tions, which the ambition and jealousy of for- 
eign Governments are too apt to produce. Our 
navigation will be quickened, and, supported as 
it will be by internal resources never before at 
the command of any nation, will advance to the 
extent of those resources. 

New channels of trade, to enterprise no less 
important than productive, are opening, which 
can be secured only by a wise and prudent policy 
appreciating their advantage. 

if want of foresight should neglect the culti- 
vation and improvement of them, the opportune 
moment may be lost, perhaps, for centuries, and 
the energies of this nation be, thereby, prevented 
from developing themselves, and from making 
the boon which is proffered our own. 

By trading on our own capital, collisions with 
other nations, if they be not entirely done away, 
will be greatly diminished. 

This natural order of things exhibits the com- 
mencement of a new epoch, which promises 
peace, security, and repose, by a firm and steady 
reliance on the produce of agriculture, on the 


; information will be extended ; 
the Union will acquire strength and solidity; 
and the Constitution of the United States, and | 
that of each State, will be regarded as fountains, 
from which flow numerous streams of public and 


most disposed to manufac- 
tures as regular occupations, will draw from the 
agricultural States all the raw materials which 
and not an inconsiderable portion, 
of the necessaries of life; while the latter 
will, in addition to the benefits which they at 


every species of man- 


genius and ingenuity of our manufacturers and 
mechanics, and on the intelligence and enterprise 
of our merchants. 

The Government, possessing the intelligence 
and the art of improving the resources of the na- 
tion, will increase its efficient powers, and, en- 
joying the confidence of those whom it has made 
happy, will oppose to the assailant of the nation’s 
rights, the true, the only invincible egis—the 
unity of will and strength. 

Causes producing war will be few; should war 
take place its calamitous consequences will be 
mitigated, and the expenses and burdens of such 
a state of things will fall with a weight less op- 
pressive and injurious on the nation. The ex- 
penditures of the last war were greatly increased 
by a dependence on foreign supplies; the prices 
incident to such a dependence will always be 
high. 

Had not our nascent manufacturing establish- 
ments increased the quantity of commodities, at 
that time in demand, the expenditures would 
have been much greater, and consequences the 
most fatal and disastrous, alarming even in con- 
templation, would have been the fate of this na- 
tion. The experience of the past teaches a lesson 
never to be forgotten, and points emphatically to 
the remedy. A wise Government should heed 
its admonitions, or the independence of this na- 
tion will be exposed to “ the shafts of fortune.” 

The committee, keeping in view the interest of 
the nation, cannot refrain from stating that cot- 
ton fabrics imported from India, interfere not less 
with that encouragement to which agriculture is 
justly entitled, than they do with that which 
ought reasonably to be accorded to the manufac- 
turers of cotton wool. The raw material of 
which they are made is the growth of India, aud 
of a quality inferior to our own. 

The fabrics themselves, in point of duration 
and use, are likewise inferior to the substantial 
fabrics of American manufacture, Although the 
India cotton fabrics can be sold for a lower price 
than the American, yet the difference in the tex- 
ture is so much in favor of the American, that 
the latter may be safely considered as the cheapest. 

The distance of most of the Western States 
from the ocean, the exuberant richness of the soil, 
and the variety of its products, forcibly impress 
the mind of the committee with a belief that all 
these causes conspire to encourage manufactures, 
and to give an impetus and direction to such a 
disposition. Although the Western States may 
be said to be in the gristle, in contemplation of 
that destiny to which they are hastening, yet the 
products of manufactures in those States are be- 
yond every calculation that could reasonably be 
made; contrary to the opinion of many enlight- 
ened and virtuous men, who have supposed that 
the inducement to agriculture, and the superior 
advantages of that life, would suppress any dis- 
position of that sort of industry. But theories, 
how ingeniously soever they may be constructed, 
how much soever they may be made to conform 
to the laws of symmetry and beauty, are no sooner 
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brought: into conflict with facts, than they fall 
into ruins. In viewing their fragments the mind 
is irresistibly led to render the homage due to the 
genius and taste of the architects, but cannot re- 
frain from regretting the waste, to no purpose, of 
superior intellects. The Western States prove 
the fallacy of such theories; they appear in their 
growth and expansion to be in advance of thought; 
while the political economist is drawing their 
portraits, their features change and enlarge, with 
such rapidity, that his pencil in vain endeavors 
to catch their expression, and to fix their physi- 
ognomy. 

It is to their advantage to manufacture, be- 
cause, by decreasing the bulk of the articles, they 
at the same time increase their value by labor, 
bring them to market with less expense, and with 
the certainty of obtaining the best prices. 

Those States understanding their interest will 
not be diverted from its pursuit. In the encour- 
agement of manufactures they find a stimulus 
for agriculture. 

The manufacturers of cotton, in making appli- 
cation to the National Government for encour- 
agement, have been induced to do so for many 
reasons. They know that their establishments 
are newand in their infancy, and that they have to 
encounter a competition with foreign establish- 
ments that have arrived at maturity, that are 
supported by a large capital, and that have from 
the Government .every protection that can be 
required. 

he American manufacturers expect to meet 
with all the embarrassments which jealous and 
monopolizing policy can suggest. The commit- 
tee are sensible of the force of such considera- 
tions. They are convinced that old practices 
and maxims will not be abandoned to favor the 
United States. The foreign manufacturers and 
merchants will put in requisition all the powers 
of ingenuity,; will practice whatever art can 
devise, and capital can aceomplish, to prevent 
the American manufacturing establishments from 
striking root and flourishing.in their rich and 
native soil. By the allowance of bounties and 
drawbacks, the foreign manufacturers and mer- 
chants will be furnished with additional means 
of carrying on the conflict, and of insuring 
success. 

The American manufacturers have good rea- 
sons for all their apprehensions; they have much 
at stake; they have a large capital employed, 
and are feelingly alive for its fate. Should the 
National Government not afford them protection, 
the dangers which invest and threaten them will 
destroy all their hopes, and will close their pros- 
pects of utility to their country: A reasonable 
encouragement willsustain and keep them erect; 
but, if they fall, they fall never to rise again. 

The foreign manufacturers and merchants 
know this, and will redouble with renovated 
zeal the stroke to prostrate them. They also 
know that, should the American manufacturing 
establishments fall, their mouldering piles, the 
visible ruins of a legislative breath, will warn 
all who shall tread in the same footsteps, of the 


doom, the inevitable destiny of their establish- 
ments. 

The National Government, in viewing the dis- 
astrous effects of a short-sighted policy, may re- 
lent, but what can relenting avail? Can it raise 
the dead to life? Can it give for injuries inflicted 
the reparation that is due? Industry, in every 
ramification of society, will feel the shock, and 
generations will, as they succeed cach other, feel 
the effects of its undulations. Dissatisfaction will 
be visible every where, and the lost confidence and 
affections of the citizens will not be the least of the 
evils the Government will have to deplore. But 
should the National Government, pursuing an en- 
lightened and liberal. policy, sustain and foster the 
manufacturing establishments, a few years would 
place them in a condition to bid defiance to for- 
eign competition, and would enable them to in- 
crease the industry, wealth, and prosperity of the 
nation, and to afford to the Government, in times 
of difficulty and distress, whatever it may require 
to support public credit, while maintaining the 
rights of the nation. 

Providence, in bountifully placing within our 
reach whatever can administer to happiness and 
comfort, indicates plainly to us our duty, and 
what we owe to ourselves. Our resources are 
abundant and inexhaustible. 

The stand that Archimedes wanted is given to 
the National and State governments, and labor- 
saving machinery tenders the lever—the power 
of bringing those resources into use. 

This power imparts incalculable advantages to 
a nation whose population is not full. The Uni- 
ted States require the use of this power, because 
they do not abound in population. The diminu- 
tion of manual labor, by means of machinery, in 
cotfon manufacture in Great Britain was, in the 
year 1810, as two hundred to one, 

Our manufacturers have already availed them- 
selves of this power, and have profited by it. A 
little more experience in making machines, aod 
in managing them with skill, will enable our 
manufacturers to supply more fabrics than are 
necessary for the home demand. 

Competition will make the prices of the arti- 
cles low, and the extension of the cotton manu- 
factories will produce that competition. 

One striking and important advantage which 
labor-saving machines bestow is this, that in all 
their operations they require few men, as a refer- 
ence to another part of this report will show. 
No apprehensions can then be seriously enter- 
tained that agriculture will be in danger of hav- 
ing its efficient laborers withdrawn from itsservice. 

On the contrary, the manufacturing establish- 
ments increasing the demand for raw materials 
will give to agriculture new life and expansion. 

The committee, after having, with great de- 
ference and respect, presented to this House this 
important subject, in various points of view, feel 
themselves constrained, before concluding this 
report, to offer a few more observations, which 
they consider as being immediately connected 
with it, and not less so with the present and 
future prosperity of this nation, 
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` The prospects of an enlarged commerce are 
not flattering. 

Every nation, in times of peace, will supply its 
own wants from its own resources, or from those 
of other nations, 

When supplies are drawn from foreign coun- 
tries, the intercourse which will ensue will furnish 
employment to the navigation only of the coun- 
tries connected by their reciprocal wants. 

Our concern does not arise from, nor can it be 
increased by, the limitation which our navigation 
and trade will have prescribed to them, by the 
peace and apparent repose in Europe. 

Our apprehensions arise from causes that can- 
not animate by their effects. Look wheresoever 
the eye can glance, and what are the objects that 
strike the vision? On the continent of Europe 
industry, deprived of its motive and incitement, 
is paralyzed; the accumulated wealth of ages, 
seized by the hand of military despotism, is ap- 
propriated to and squandered on objects of ambi- 
tion; the order of things unsettled, and confidence 
between man and man annihilated. Every mo- 
ment is looked for with tremulous, anxious, and 
increased solicitude; hope languishes, and com- 
mercial enterprise stiffens with fear. The politi- 
cal horizon appears to be calm, but many, of no 
ordinary sagacity, think they behold signs por- 
tentous of a change—the indications of a violent 
tempest which will again rage and desolate that 
devoted region. 

Should this prediction fail, no change for the 
betier, under existing circumstances, ‘can take 
place. Where despotism, military despotism, 
reigns, silence and fearful stillness must prevail. 

Such isthe prospect which continental urope 
exhibits to the enterprise of American merchants. 

Can it be possible for them to find in that re- 
gion sources which will supply them with more 
than $17,000,000, the balance due for British 
manufactures imported? this balance being over 
and above the value of all the exports to foreign 
countries from the United States. The view 
which is given of the dreary prospect of commer- 
cial advantages accruing to the United States by 
an intercourse with continental Europe is believed 
to be just. The statement made of the great 
balance in favor of Great Britain, due from the 
United States, is founded on matter of fact. 

In the hands of Great Britain are gathered to- 
gether, and held many powers, which they have 
not been accustomed hitherto to feel and to ex- 
ercise. 

No improper motives are intended to be im- 
puted to that Government; but does not ex- 
perience teach a lesson that should never be for- 
gotten—that Governments, like individuals, are 
too apt “to feel power and forget right?” It is 
not inconsistent with national decorum to be- 
come circumspect and prudent. May not the 
Government of Great Britain be inclined, in 
analyzing the basis of her political power, to con- 
sider and regard the United States as her rival, 
and to indulge an improper jealousy—the enemy 
of peace and repose? 

Can it be politic, in any point of view, to mak 
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the United States dependent on any nation for 
supplies absolutely necessary for defence, for com- 
fort, and for accommodation 2 

Will not the strength, the political energies of 
this nation be materially impaired, at any time, 
but fatally so in those of difficulty and distress, 
by such dependence? 

Do not the suggestions of wisdom plainly show 
that the security, the peace, and the happiness of 
this nation depend on opening and enlarging all 
our resources, and drawing from them whatever 
shall be required for public use or private accom- 
modation ? 

The committee, from the views which they 
have taken, consider the situation of the manu- 
facturing establishments to be perilous. Some 
have decreased, and others have suspended busi- 
ness. A. liberal encouragement will put them 
again into operation, with increased powers; but, 
should it be withheld, they will be prostrated. 
Thousands will be reduced to want and wretched- 
ness. A capital of near $60,000,000 will become 
inactive, the greater part of which will be a dead 
loss to the manufacturers. Our improvidence 
may lead to fatal consequences; the Powers 
jealous of our growth and prosperity will acquire 
the resources and strength which this Govern- 
ment neglects to improve. It requires no pro- 
phet to foretell the use that foreign Powers will 
wake of them. 

The committee, from all the considerations 
which they have given to this subject, are deeply 
impressed with a conviction that the manufactur- 
ing establishments of cotton wool are of real 
utility to the agricultural interest, and that they 
contribute much to the prosperity of the Union. 

Under the influence of this conviction the com- 
mittee beg leave to tender, respectfully, with this 
report, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, from and after the 30th day of 
June next, in lieu of the duties now authorized 
by law, there be laid, levied, and collected, on 
cotton gocds imported into the United States, 
and the Territories thereof, from any foreign 
country whatever, per centum ad valorem, 
being not less then cents per squarc yard. 

The number of cotton spindles supposed to be 
now employed, or ready to be employed, in the 
United States, are 550,000; but, upon sure grounds, 
may be stated at 500,000. The capital necessary 
to carry on the manufacture, including the stock 
of cotton wool, the yarn in the hands of weavers, 
the cloth in the hands of the agents, or sold ata 
credit of six months, added to the real estate, 
buildings, and machinery, is estimated at seventy- 
five dollars per spindle, which, on 500,000 spin- 
dles, amounts to $37,500,000. 

The number of persons employed constantly 
and steadily may be stated at one hundred thou- 
of whom not more than one-ninth, or, perhaps, 
one-tenth are able-bodied men; the rest are m- 
firm, fevble men, or women and children. The 
manufacture must, also, give incidental employ- 
ment toa much greater number of persons, in 
weaving and otherwise, whose ordinary employ- 
ment is agriculture, and who devote to the man- 
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ufacture those hours of Winter and bad weather, 
when the labors of the farm are suspended. 

After calculating the cost of the raw material, 
the labor, interest of money at 6 per cent, insur- 
ance, repairs, and other charges, we are of opin- 
ion that a duty of at least ten cents on the square 
yard is necessary for the protection of the Amer- 
ican manufacture, and that an ad valorem duty 
of even 40 or 50 per cent. on the Iudia goods, on 
account of the lowness of the first cost, would not 
give the requisite encouragement. It may not 
be improper here to state that an increase of the 
duties upon cotton goods, generally, though it 
might diminish the importation of such goods as 
we make, would, on the whole, not diminish the 
receipts of the ‘I'reasury, because the increased 
receipts from such goods as we do not manufac- 
ture would counterbalance the loss on such as 
we do. 

With the machinery already erected, the cot- 
ton manufacturers can supply the United States 
with about ninety millions of yards of cotton 
cloth annually. ‘These consist chiefly of ging- 
hams, plaids, bed-ticks, stripes, checks, sheetings, 
shirtings, and in part of canvass and velvets and 
other cut stuffs. 

-At present the coarse shirtings made from yarn 
No. 12, will briag about 23 cents in New York, 
at which price they cannot be afforded: the same 
article has been sold at 33 to 35 cents. The price 
must necessarily be regulated by the price of 
cotton wool which during the war was very high 
at the North, and since the war has been high 
every where. 

The principal markets are the cities of New 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and, in a less 
degree, Charleston and Savannah: from these 
cities they are spread over the South and West. 

Of the number of spindles now in operation, 
very few were effectually at work before the war. 
Such establishments have as yet reaped no profit 
whatever. Had the whole number been in com- 
plete operation before the war, the home compe- 
tition would have reduced the prices much lower 
than they were; but the greater number produced 
no effect till about the conclusion of the war. 

We are unable to state, with any exactness, the 
amount or value of cotton goods imported into 
the United States in different years; but, to show 
of how much importance this trade is to Great 
Britain, we would state that between a quarter 
and a third of all the exports of British produce 
and manufacture during the years 1806 and 1807— 
say £11,417,834, on an average of the two years 
—were made to the United States. In the same 
years, the real value of cotton goods exported to 
the United States from Great Britain (exclusive 
of Scotland) was, on an average of the two years, 
£4,393,449, and of woullen goods, £4,591,437— 


being $19,000,000 of cotton, and $20,000,000 of 


woollen. 

It is proper to add, that there is now one manu- 
factory of cut fustians and velvets at Hudson, and 
another about to begin at Frankfort, and that 


from 14d. to 30d. per yard of 18 inches width— 
and therefore will require a duty of 30 cents per 
square yard for such as cost 23d. and under, and 
36 cents for such as cost more. 


TARIFF OF DUTIES ON IMPORTS. 


[Communicated to the House, February 13, 1816.] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Feb. 12, 1816. 
Sır: In obedience to the resolution of the House 


of Representatives of the 23d of February, 1815, I 
have the honor to transmit a report on the sub- 
ject of a general tarif of duties proper to be im- 
posed on imported goods, wares,and merchandise. 


I have the honor to be, &e. 
A. J. DALLAS. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Reps. 


On the 23d February, 1815, the House of Rep- 


resentatives “ Resolved, That the Secretary of the 


Treasury be directed to report to Congress,at their 
next session, a general tariff of duties proper to 
be imposed upon goods, wares, and merchandise,” 


and, in obedience to that resolution, the Secretary 


of the Treasury has now the honor to lay before 
Congress the following report, comprehending— 

I. A view of the tariff of the United States, 
and its incidents upon the Peace Establishment. 

II. A statement of the general principles for 
reforming the tariff of the United States, includ- 
ing the means of enforcement. 

IH. A general tariff proposed for the consider- 
ation of Congress. i 


I. A view of the Tariff of the United States, and 
its incidents upon the Peace Establishment. 
By an act of Congress, passed on the Ist July, 

1812, the permanent duties previously imposed by 

law upon goods imported into the United States 

from foreign places were doubled ; an addition of 

10 per cent. was made to the double duties upon 

goods imported in vessels not of the United States; 

and vessels belonging wholly or in part to the sub- 
jects of foreign Powers, entering the United States, 
were charged with an additional tonnage duty of 
$1 50 per ton. This act was limited in its con- 
tinuance to the period of one year after the peace 
with Great Britain, and it expires of course on 
the 17th of February, 1816. The act (with all its 
supplements) imposing an additional duty, com- 
monly called the “ Mediterranean Fund,” of 24 per 
cent. ad valorem on all imported goods paying 
duties ad valorem, and a discriminating duty of 

10 per cent upon that additional duty, in respect 

to all goods imported in vessels not of the United 

States, had expired on the 3d March, 1815. 
Considering the subject, therefore, upon the 

foundation on which itis placed by the extinc- 

tion of the Mediterrauean Fund, and by the res- 

toration of peace, the annexed table (marked A) 

exhibits the general tariff of the United States, 


these goods require a duty higher than we have | resulting from the successive acts of Congress 
proposed for other goods. They cost more—say | imposing, augmenting, and modifying the duties 
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upon imported merchandise, compared with the 
rates of duties proposed for the new tariff; and it 
is susceptible of the discrimination marked in the 
table No. 1, comprising the articles charged with 
specific duties; No. 2, comprising the articles 
charged with duties ad valorem, at the several 
rates of 124 per cent., 15 per cent and 20 per cent.; 
and No. 3, comprising the articles that are free 
from duty. 

it is another important view of the subject, 
connected with the details of the table A, that the 
rate of duty upon the tonnage of vessels of the 
United States, and of the duties upon the goods 
which they import, is less than upon the tonnage 
of other vessels, and of their cargoes. Thus: 


1. As to the duty on tonnage. 
Ships or vessels of the United States entering from 
any foreign port or place, or carrying goods from 
one district to another district, are charged at 
the rate, pertonof - - - - 6cts. 
Ships or vessels built within the United 
States, but belonging wholly or in part 
to the subjects of foreign Powers, en- 
tering from a foreiga place or port, are 
charged at the rate, per ton, of - - 
Ships or vessels of every other description 
entering from a foreign port or place, 
carrying goods from one district to an- 
` other district within the United States, 
are charged at the rate, per ton, of - 
And it may be properly here added that 
ships and vessels not of the United 
States, or not wholly owned by Amer- 
ican citizens, entering the ports of the 
United States, are charged by law with 
the duty called “light money,” at the 
vate, per ton, of - - - - - 


50 do. 


50 do. 


2. As to the duty on goods imported. 


The discriminating duty imposed by law on goods 
imported in vessels of the United States is not 
made a direct charge upon the goods as specified 
in the table A, but it is charged generally upon 
the rate of duty imposed on the like goods, when 
imported in vessels of the United States; and it 
is uniformly an addition of 10 per cent. upon the 
American rate of duty, whether that be specific 
or ad valorem. 

The discriminating duty is to be considered, 
however, in connexion with the treaties and acts 
of Congress which have subjected it to tempo- 
rary or permanent modifications. Thus, 1. The 
Louisiana Convention suspended the discrimi- 
nating duties for a period of twelve years, (which 
will expire on the 6th March, 1816,) in relation 
to French and Spanish vessels and cargoes arriv- 
ing within the ceded Territory. 2. The conven- 
tion to regulate the commerce between the terri- 
tories of the United States and His Britannic 
Majesty will suspend the discriminating duties in 
relation to British vessels and cargoes arriving 
within the United States from the British terri- 
tories in Europe, for a period of four years, com- 
mencing on the 3d July, 1815. And, 3. The act 
of the 34 March, 1815, has authorized the aboli- 


tion of the discriminating duties in relation to 
every foreign nation which shall abolish such of 
its discriminating and countervailing duties as are 
disadvantageous to the United States. 

The duty on tonnage is payable at the time of 
entry ; but, before the product of the duties on 
goods imported reaches the public Treasury, the 
collection is affected by the credit which the law 
allows to the importer, and the amount is liable 
toa reduction, by the allowance of drawbacks and 
bounties, as well as by the expense of collection. 


Ist. As to the credit for duties on goods imported. 

On the produce of the West Indies, (salt ex- 
cepted,) and on goods imported by sea from all 
foreign ports and islands lying north of the equa- 
tor, and situated on the eastern shores of Amer- 
ica, it is three months for one-half, and six months 
for the other half. 

On salt it is nine months. 

On Madeira, and all other wines, it is twelve 
months. Fi 

On goods imported from Europe, (other than 
wines, salt, and teas,) it is cight months for one- 
third, ten months for onc-third, and twelve months 
for one-third. 

On goods (other than wines, salt, and teas) 
imported from any other place than Europe and 
the West Indies, it is six months for one-half, nine 
months fur one-fourth, and twelve months for 
one-fourth. 

On teas imported from China or Europe it is 
conditionally, upon deposites, two years, subject, 
as intermediate sales may be effected, to payments 
at four months, eight months, or twelve months, 
according to the amount of sales, respectively. 


2d. As tothe drawback of duties on goods ex- 
ported. 

The general provision of the law allows a 
drawback of the duties on goods imported into 
the United States, provided they amount to fifty 
dollars, if the goods be exported within twelve 
calendar months after the importation to any for- 
eign port or place other than the dominions of 
any foreign State immediately adjoining to the 
United States. This local limitation has been 
modified, however, so as to authorize an exporta- 
tion, with the benefit of the drawback, from 
Louisiana to any port or place situated to the 
southward thereof. 

To the general provision of the law for the 
allowance of drawback there are some exceptions: 
ist. The additional duty of ten per cent. imposed 
upon goods imported in vessels not of the United 
States, is not the subject of drawback. 2dly. 
The right of exportation for the benefit of draw- 
back is not allowed in the case of foreign dried 
and pickled fish, and other salted provisions, fish 
oil, or playing cards. 3dly. The rate of a half 
cent per gallon on spirits, with two and a half 
per cent. on the duties, and the rate of three and 
a half per cent. on the amount of the duties on 
all other goods imported, is to be retained, when 
they are exported for the benefit of drawback, as 
an indemnification for the expense accrued con- 
cerning them. 
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3d. As to the allowance of bounties on exports. 

The act of the 29th of July, 1813, (which will 
expire on the 17th of February, 1816,) when it 
imposed a duty of twenty cents per bushel upon 
imported salt, allowed a bounty upon all exported 
pickled fish of the fisheries of the United States, 
at the rate of twenty cents per barrel, provided 
the fish were wholly cured with foreign salt, on 
which a’duty had been paid or secured. ` T'he 
same act authorizes an annual allowance to the 
owners and crews of American vessels and boats 
employed in the fisheries, graduated according to 
the tonnage. 

-"Pheact of the 24th of July, 1813, (which will 
also expire on the 17th of February, 1816,) when 
it imposed a duty of four cents per pound upon 
all sugars refined within the United States, au- 
thorized a drawback, in the nature of a bounty, 
upon all such of the sugar so refined, as should 
be exported from the United States to any foreign 
port or place. 

Ath. As to the expense of the collection of duties 
he on imports. 

The successful collection of the duties on im- 
ports, before the introduction of the restrictive 
system, depended more upon the integrity of the 
commercial community than upon the rigor of 


[the laws, or an expensive vigilance at the custom- 


house. It is not to be denied or disregarded, how- 
ever, that soon after that event the spirit of illicit 
commerce was kindled, that it spread during the 
late war, and that, with every just reliance upon 
the honor of the American merchant, measures of 
great energy have become necessary for the protec- 
tion of the fair trader, as well as for the security of 
therevenue. Hitherto the average annual expense 
of collection may be stated at nearly four per cent. 
upon the annual product (exclusive of the fees 
paid by individuals, which may be estimated at 
one per cent. more) during a season of open and 
prosperous commerce; and it is believed that the 
effect of an increased expenditure in the employ- 
ment of the means which are necessary to pre- 
vent and detect offences against the laws, will so 
augment the product of the duty, as to afford a 
certain and ample equivalent for the original ad- 
vance. 

The operation of the tariff, exhibited in table 
A, with the incidents which have been stated, 
may be concisely viewed with reference to two 
periods in the commerce of the United States: 
ist. Before the introduction of the restrictive sys- 
tem, from 1804 to 1807, both years inclusive; and, 
2d, after the introduction of the restrictive system, 
from 1808 to 1811, both years inclusive. Thus— 


The average annual gross product of duties on merchandise imported 
The average annual amount of debentures issued for drawback on 


` merchandise imported -  - 


The average annual amount of bounties and allowances - - - 
The average annual product of duties on merchandise imported, after 


deducting drawbacks, bounties, &c. = 


The average annual product of the ad valorem duties, including the 


During the four} During the four 
years, from 1804 | years, from 1808 
to 1807, both in- | to 1811, both in- 
clusive. clusive. 


$24,226,091 51 | $12,423,774 09 
ce ete 8,714,073 50 2,755,602 25 
192,700 37 53,036 23 


- 15,319,317 9,615,135 61 


Mediterranean fund, after deducting ditto - = - - - 6,536,975 89 4,316,329 43 
The average annual product of ‘the Mediterranean fund, after deduct- 
ing ditto - - - - - - - - - - - 968,066 36 692,299 38 
The average annual product of the specific duties, after deducting do. 8,265,737 10 5,073,278 80 
The average annual product of the three and a half per cent. retained 
on drawback - - - - - - - - - - 318,917 06 100,203 75 
The average annual produet of the additional duty of ten per cent. in 
merchandise imported in foreign vessels - - - - - 197,687 59 125,323 63 
The average annual product cf duties on merchandise imported in 
American vessels, after deducting drawbacks, &c. - - - - 13,144,754 18 8,236,575 68 
The average annual product of duties on merchandise imported in 
foreign vessels = - - - - - - - - + 2,174,563 46 1,378,559 93 
The average annual product of duties on tonnage = - - - os 160,660 50 169,135 90 
The'average annual product of light-money -~ - 2 + fe 51,869 90 32,165 42 
- - - - 564,813 88 479,633 12 


‘The average annual expenses on collection - 


ee eee oe ee at 
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II. A statement of the general principles for re- 
Sorming the tariff of the United States, includ- 
ing the means of enforcement. 


The tariff which has been thus generally re- 
viewed originated in the year 1790, soon after the 
organization of the Federal Government. Not- 
withstanding the various alterations to which it 
was subjected during the long period of Ameri- 
can neutrality, it certainly has not been leftina 
state adapted to the present epoch. The peace 
of Europe will give a new course and character 
to the commerce of the world ; and the condition 
of the United States is essentially changed in pop- 
ulation, in wealth, in the employment of labor 
and capital, in the demand of luxuries, or of ne- 
cessaries for consumption, and in the native re- 
sources to supply the demand. These considera- 
tions forcibly recommend the measure of revision 
and reform which is now contemplated ; the task, 
however, is not more important in its object than 
difficult in the perfgrmance. The means of in- 
formation are scattered and imperfect. Many 
conflicting interests and prejudices are to be rec- 
onciled; and, in the unsettled state of commerce, 
much of any plan connected with its operations 
must unavoidably rest upon hypothesis, and be 
tested by future experiment. In every effort, 
therefore, to diminish the force of these obstacles, 
an ulterior reliance upon the wisdom of the Le- 
gislature has been respectfully indulged. 

In framing the propositions which this report 
will submit to the consideration of Congress for 
the establishment of a general tariff, three great 
objects have been principally regarded: Ist. The 
object of raising, by duties on imports and ton- 
nage, the proportion of public revenue which 
must be drawn from that source. 2d. The ob- 
ject of conciliating the various national interests, 
which arise from the pursuits of agricuiture, man- 
ufactures, trade, and navigation; and, 3d. The 
object of rendering the collection of the duties 
convenient, equal, and certain, 

1, The report which the Committee of Ways 
and Means presented to the House of Represent- 
atives on the 9th day of January, 1816, furnishes 
a foundation to estimate, with sufficient precision, 
for the present purpose, the proportion of the pub- 
lic revenue to be annually raised through the 
medium of the customs. 

Jt is there stated that the amount of the annual de- 
mands of the Peace Establishment may be placed at 
the sum of - - - - - $15,778,669 

But to this sum it is now proper to add 
the general amount which is appropri- 
ated for the payment of the principai of 
the public debt, estimated at $1,850,000 

The difference between the 
Treasury estimate for the 
naval service, made upon 
conjectural ground, and the 
subsequent statement of the 
Secr’y of the Navy, made 
upon official documents, to 
wit: 

The Secretary of the Navy’s 
statement, after adding the 


sum of $200,000, annually 
appropriated for three years 
for the purchase of timber, 
being - - $3,838,071 
The Treasury es- 
timate being - 2,716,510 
The difference being - 
And the amount which is pro- 
posed by the Committee of 
Ways and Means to add to 
the Sinking Fund, (raising 
it from $8,000,000 to $13,- 
150,000) - °-  .t 


1,121,561 


5,150,000 


8,121,561 


$23,900,230 


The annual revenue to be raised for the service 
of Government, may then be stated in round 
numbers at the sum of $24,000,000, independent 
of any provision for public institutions and pub- 
lic improvements; such as the President has rec- 
ommended to the patronage of the Legislature ; 
such as the patriotism of Congress may, from 
time to time, be induced to sanction; and such as 
will at once enlighten, enrich, and adorn the 
nation. 

Upon the general principles of public policy, 
developed in the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the supply for all the expenses 
of Government will be derived, in part, from in- 
ternal duties and taxes, but principally from du- 
ties on imports. 

Stating, therefore, the amount of demand for revenue 


at + - - - - - - $24,000,000 
It has been proposed to supply annually, 

from internal duties and taxes, and from 

the sales of public lands, the sum of 

$6,925,000; that is to say, from the 

direct tax on lands, houses, and slaves, 

the sum of - - - $2,700,000 
From the duty on stills the 

sum of. - - - 1,200,000 
From the duty on stamps the 

sum of - - - - 400,000 
From the duty on refined su- 

gar the sum of - - - 150,000 
From the duty on carriages 

the sum of - - - 175,000 
From licenses to retailers, (a 

tax proposed to be modi- 

fied) the sum of -~ - 900,000 
From the duties on sales at 

auction the sum of - - 400,000 
From the sales of public lands 

the sum of - - - 1,000,000 

6,925,000. 


And the reliance for the residue of the 
supply must be of course upon the cus- 
toms, to the amount of - - - $17,075,000 


It is here to be considered, that the report of 
the Committee of Ways and Means contemplates 
the abolition, or the reduction of duties or taxes 
heretofore pledged “to provide for the payment 
of the expenses of Government, for the punctual 
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payment of the public debt, and for creating a 
Sinking Fund,” to an amount not less than 
$7,064,340: that is to say— 

To abolish the duties on furniture and watches, on 
domestic manufactures, and on distilled spirits, in 
amount about $3,864,340 

To abolish the additional 
in amount about 

And to take from the direct tax, in net 
amount, about 


duty on postage, 


300,000 


2,900,000 
$7,064,340 


And for supplying this sum of $7,064,340, in 
observance of the plighted faith of the Govern- 
ment, it has been proposed to make an addition 
to the customs, equal to an average rate of forty- 
two per cent. upon the products of the duties im- 
posed prior to the act of the Ist of July, 1812, by 
which the impost was doubled (as already stated) 
during the continuance of the late war. 

If, then, the average annual product of the single du- 
ties on imports and tonnage may be estimated (and 
it cannot be prudently estimated higher) at the sum 
of - $12,000,000 

The addition of forty-two per cent. upon 


that amount will yield a sum of - - 6,040,000 
And will give, for the amount to be pro- 
duced by the customs - - - $17,040,000 


2d. The social compact is formed on the basis 
of a surrender of a part of the natural rights of in- 
dividuals, for the security and benefit of the whole 
society. The Federal compact is formed on the 
basis of a surrender of a part of the political rights 
of each State, for the benefit and security of the 
whole Confederation. Hence, in the attempt “to 
conciliate the various national interests which arise 
from the pursuits of agriculture, manufactures, 
trade, and navigation,” it is necessary to recollect 
that the common object of the nation will not in- 
variably correspond with the separate objects of 
individuals, or of their professions, nor with the 
local objects of the respective States, or of the 
industry of their inhabitants. 

Under the beneficent dispensations of Provi- 
dence, the territory of the United States produces 
almost all the natural fruits of the earth; and, 
pursuing the subdivision of which labor is suscep- 
tible, the citizens of the United States are engaged 
in the cultivation of almost every art, and every 
science, within the scope of human knowledge. 
But the fruits produced, although they are the 
fruits of the nation, are not the same in every 
State; and the labor employed, although it be the 
labor of the nation, is employed upon very differ- 
ent materials, with very different results in the 
principal seetions of the Union. 

From these considerations are derived the prin- 
ciples of general policy by which the national 
character is formed, and the national interests are 
maintained. The interests of agriculture require 
a free and constant access to a market for its 
staples, and a ready supply of all the articles of 
use and consumption on reasonable terms; but 
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the national interest may require the establish- 
ment of a domestic in preference to a foreign 
market, and the employment of domestic in pref- 
erence to foreign labor, in furnishing the neces- 
sary supplies. And, again, the interests of for- 
eign commerce flourish most when foreign com- 
merce is the only medium to convey the natural 
products of the country to a market, and to pro- 
vide for all the wants of the people in the fabrics 
of the manufacturer and the artist; but the na- 
tional interest may require (contemplating equal- 
ly the state of peace and the state of war) that 
the people should be as independent in the re- 
sources of their subsistence as in the operations 
of their Government. It must, however, be the 
aim of every just system of political economy to 
secure the national interest with as little preju- 
dice as possible to the peculiar interests of agri- 
culture and of commerce. 

There are few, if any, governments which do 
not regard the establishment of domestic manu- 
factures as a chief object of publie policy. The 
United States have always so regarded it. In 
the earliest acts of Congress, which were passed 
after the adoption of the present Constitution, the 
obligation of providing, by duties on imports, for 
the discharge of the public debts, is expressly 
connected with the policy of encouraging and 
protecting manufactures, Ia the year 1790 the 
Secretary of the Treasury was directed by the 
House of Representatives to take the subject of 
manufactures into consideration, with a view 
particularly to report upon “the means of pro- 
moting such as would render the United States 
independent of foreign nations for military and 
other essential supplies.” In the year 1810 the 
Legislature again manifested a marked solicitude 
to ascertain the progress of the national indepen- 
dence in manufactures, by combining the busi- 
ness of the census With an inquiry into the state 
of the several manufacturing establishments and 
manufactures within the several districts, territo- 
ries, and divisions of the United States. But it 
was emphatically during the period of the re- 
strictive system and of the war, that the impor- 
tance of domestic manufactures became conspic- 
uous to the nation, and made a lasting impression 
upon the mind of every statesman and of every 
patriot. The weaponsand munitions of war, the 
necessaries of clothing, and the comforts of liv- 
ing, were at first but scantily provided. The 
American market seemed, for a while, to be con- 
verted intoa scene of gambling and extortion; 
and it was not the least of the evils generated by 
the unequal state of the supply and the demand, 
that an illicit trafic with the enemy, by land and 
by water, was corruptly and systematically pros- 
ecuted from the commencement to the termina- 
tion of hostilities. 

From these circumstances of suffering and 
mortification have sprung, however, the means 
of future safety and independence. It has been 
thought that, with respect to industry applied to 
manufactures as well as with respect to industry 
applied to commerce, individuals should be left 
to pursue their own course untouched by the 


1683 


APPENDIX. 


1684 


Tariff of Duties on Imports. 


hand of Government, either to impel or to re- 
strain. Without examining how far this opinion 
is sanctioned by experience, it is sufficient upon 
the present occasion to observe that the Ameri- 
can manufactures, particularly those which have 
been introduced during the restrictive system and 
the war, owe their existence exclusively to the 
capital, the skill, the enterprise, and the industry 
of private citizens. The demands of the coun- 
try, while the acquisition of supplies from foreign 
nations was either prohibited or impracticable, 
may have afforded a sufficient inducement for 
this investment of capital, and this application of 
labor; but the inducement, in its necessary ex- 
tent, must fail when the day of competition re- 
turns. Upon that change in the condition of the 
country, the preservation of the manufactures 
which private citizens, under favorable auspices, 
have constituted the property of the nation, be- 
comes a consideration of general policy, to be 
resolved, by a recgllection of past embarrass- 
ments, by the certainty of an increased difficulty 
of reinstating, upon any emergency, the manu- 
factures which shall be allowed to perish and 
pass away, and by a just sense of the influence of 
domestic manufactures upon the wealth, power, 
and independence of the Government. 

The object to be encouraged and protected 
merits, in its intrinsic value, as well as in its gen- 
eral influence, the attention of the Legislature. 
From the peace of 1783, until the year 1808, the 
march of domestic manufactures was slow but 
steady. It has since been bold, rapid, and firm; 
until, at the present period, considering the cir- 
cumstances of time and pressure, it has reached 
a station of unexampled prosperity. The at- 
tempt, however, to obtain detailed and accurate 
information upon the subject has only been suc- 
cessful in a very limited degree; and, conse- 
quently, the result must be presented to the view 
of Congress rather as an outline and an estimate 
than as a complete and demonstrative statement 
of facts. With this understanding the American 
manufactures may be satisfactorily divided into 
.three principal classes, allowing for such diver- 
sities of shade as will sometimes seem to render 
the classification of particular manufactures 
doubtful or arbitrary : 

First class. Manufactures which are firmly 
and permanently established, and which wholly, 
or almost wholly, supply the demand for domes- 
tic use and consumption, 

Second class. Manufactures which, being re- 
cently or partially established, do not at present 
supply the demand for domestic use and con- 
sumption, but which, with proper cultivation, 
are capable of being matured to the whole extent 
of the demand. 

Third class. Manufactures which are so slight- 
ly cultivated as to leave the demand of the coun- 
try wholly, or almost wholly, dependent upon 
foreign sources for a supply. 

1st class. In the first class it is believed the 
following articles may be embraced : 

Cabinet wares and all manufactures of wood. 

Carriages of all descriptions. 


Cables and cordage. 

Hats of wool, fur, leather, chip, or straw, and 
straw bonnets. : i 

Iron castings, fire and side-arms, cannon, mus- 
kets, pistols. 

Window glass. 

Leather, and all manufactures of leather, in- 
cluding saddles, bridles, and harness. l 

Paper of every description ; blank books. 

Printing types. 

2d class. In the second class it is believed the 
following articles may be embraced: 

Cotton goods of the coarser kinds. 

Woollen goods of the coarser kinds generally, 
and some of the finer kinds. 

Metal buttons. 

Plated wares. 

Iron manufactures of the larger kinds ; shovels, 
spades, axes, hoes, scythes, &c.; nails, large and 
small. 

Pewter, tin, copper, and brass manufactures. 

Alum, copperas. 

Spirits, beer, ale, and porter. 

3d class. In the third class it is believed the 
following articles may be embraced : 

Cotton manufactures of the finer kinds; mus- 
lins, nankeens, chintzes, stained and printed cot- 
tons of all descriptions. 

Linen of all descriptions, tinen cambries, lawns. 

Hempen cloths, sailcloth, Russian and Ger- 
man linens. 

Silk goods of all descriptions. 

Woollen goods of many descriptions; worsted 
goods of all kinds, stuffs, camblets, blankets, car- 
pets and carpeting. d 

Hosiery of all deseriptions, including knit or 
woven gloves. 

Hardware and ironmongery, excepting the 
large articles, cutlery, pins, needles. 

China ware, earthen ware, porcelain. 

Glass of all descriptions, except window glass 
and phials. 

The matured state of the first class of manu- 
factures relieves the task of forming a tariff, with 
respect to them, from any important difficulty. 
Duties might be freely imposed upon the itmpor- 
tation of similar articles, amounting wholly, or 
nearly, to a prohibition, without endangering a 
scarcity in the supply. while the competition 
among the domestic manufacturers alone would 
sufficiently protect the consumer from exorbitant 
prices, graduating the rates of the market gener- 
ally by the standard ofa fair profit upon the cap- 
ital and labor employed. It is true, however, on 
the other hand, that, by imposing low duties upon 
the imported articles, importation would be en- 
couraged, and the revenue increased; but, with- 
out adding to the comfort, or deducting from the 
expense of the consumer, the consumption of the 
domestic manufacture would, in an equal de- 
gree, be diminished by that operation, and the 
manufacture itself might be entirely supplanted. 
It is, therefore, a question between the gain of the 
revenue and the loss of the manufacture, to be 
decided upon principles of national policy. Under 
the circumstances of an abundant market the in- 
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terest of the consumer must stand indifferent, 
whether the price of any article be paid for the 
benefit of the manufacturer, or of the importer ; 
but a wise Government will surely deem it better 
to sacrifice a portion of its revenue, than to sacri- 
fice those institutions which private enterprise 
and wealth have connected with public prosperity 
and independence. 

The second class of manufactures presents 
considerations of the most interesting, and not 
of the least embarrassing nature, -in the forma- 
tion of a tariff. Some remarks have already 
been made upon the danger which at present 
threatens those manufactures, as well as upon the 
policy of rendering them permanently beneficial 
to the nation; for it is respectfully thought to be 
in the power of the Legislature, by a well-timed 
and well-directed patronage, to place them, within 
a very limited period, upon the footing on which 
the manufactures included in the first class have 
been so happily placed, by the lapse of a few 
years, and the perseverance of a comparatively 
few individuals. The means of promoting this 
great object are various, but it appears to have 
been the early and continued practice and policy 
of the Government to afford encouragement to 
domestic products and manufactures, rather by 
the rae arent of protecting duties than by the 
grant of bounties and premiums ; and, indeed, it 
is in that course alone that the subject properly 
falls within the scope of the present report. Al- 
though some indulgence will always be required, 
for any attempt so to realize the national inde- 
pendence in the department of manufactures, the 
sacrifice cannot be either great or lasting. ‘The 
inconveniences of the day will be amply compen- 
sated by future advantages. The agriculturist, 
whose produce and whose flocks depend for their 
value upon the fluctuations of a foreign market, 
will have no occasion eventually to regret the 
opportunity of a ready sale for his wool or his 
cotton in his own neighborhood; and it will 
soon be understood that the success of the Ameri- 
can manufacture, which tends to diminish the 
profit (often the excessive profit) of the importer, 
does not necessarily add to the price of the article 
in the hands of the consumer. 

Assuming, therefore, the ground, that the man- 
ufactures of the second class will be fostered by 
the legislative care, the amount of the protecting 
duties, and the mode of imposing them, in order 
to be effectual, become important considerations. 
It must be agreed, upon all hands, that the 
amount of the duties should be such as will en- 
able the manufacturer to meet the importer in 
the American market upon equal terms of profit 
and loss, and that the mode of imposing the du- 
ties should be such as to secure the resulting com- 
petition from the influence of clandestine or illi- 
cit practices. There still, however, remains a 
diversity of opinion as to the amount which 
will be competent, and as to the mode which 
will be efficient; and the aim of this report will 
be to strike the medium which appears to be best 
established from all the information that has been 
collected. 


The third class of manufactures does not re- 
quire further attention, at this time, than to ad- 
just the rate of duty to the amount of revenue 
which it is necessary to draw from them. They 
have not yet been the objects of American cap- 
ital, industry, and enterprise, to any important 
degree ; and the present policy of the Govern- 
ment is directed to protect, and not to create, 
manufactures. 

There is, however, a distinct view of the sub- 
ject which ought not to be omitted. Where the 
demand for raw materials, or manufactured arti- 
eles in any of the departments of domestic indus- 
try, is wholly, or almost wholly, dependent upon 
the supply from foreign nations, the access to 
the American market should be easy, if not en- 
tirely free. Acting upon this principle it will 
be proper, above all, to respect the interests of 
ship-building and navigation at a period when 
the equalization of the duties upon tonnage and 
merchandise, by the operation of acts of Con- 
gress and treaties, will probably give rise to an 
interesting competition between foreign vessels 
and vessels of the United States. The shipping 
interest and the manufacturing interest must, 
however, be reconciled ; and, consulting the best 
interests, the following suggestions are respect- 
fully offered : 

1. Imported iron cables, anchors, and bar iron ; 
cables, cordage, hemp, packthread, twine, and 
seines; sheet copper, copper nails, and lead ; so 
far as they enter essentially into the construction 
and equipment of ships, and are not supplied by 
the American manufacturer, ought to be lightly 
taxed. 

2. The case of foreign vessels employed in 
bringing to the United States goods that are not 
the growth or manufacture of the country to 
which the vessels belong, may furnish a proper 
field for legislative regulations. 

3. T'he case of goods imported from countries 
which, by law, confine the carriage of such goods 
to their own vessels, respectively, will also fur- 
nish a proper field for similar regulations. 

The principles involved in the proposition for 
a new tariff, in relation to the protection of do- 
mestie manufactures, being thus presented for 
consideration, the more general principles of the 
system remain to be briefly stated, in relation to 
the production of the revenue. Thus: 

1. Articles intended as the source of revenue 
should never be so heavily charged with duties 
as to prevent importation, or much to diminish it. 

2. Articles should never be so heavily charged 
with duties as to create a temptation to smuggle. 

3. Articles of great size and weight, of com- 
paratively small value, are difficult to be smug- 
gled; and, other things being equal, they may be 
charged with higher duties. 

4. Articles of small size and great value are 
easily smuggled, and must be charged with low 
duties, to destroy the otherwise fatal temptation 
to evade the law. 

5, Articles imported to a great amount should 
rather be charged with specific duties upon their 
weight and measure, in order to guard against 


1687 APPENDIX. 1688 
= Tariff of Duties on Imports. 


evasions and frauds, than with ad valorem duties | Mahogany, per cubic foot- - - . 12 

on their value. Tin plates per box of 100 square feet - 1 50 
The difficulty of carrying the last mentioned | Woods for dying— 

rule into practice has been found almost insur- Brazil, Braziletto, Camwood, per ton - 6 00 

mountable. It has been already intimated Fustic, logwood, per ton - - - 300 


in the classification of manufactures, there were Nicaragua, per ton - - - = 8 00 
several articles, differently classed, which can | Wire brass, ad valorem, 22 per cent. 

scarcely be distinguished from each other, and| 4. The following articles, heretofore subject to 
which could not be separately described with |an ad valorem duty, are charged with a specific 
such distinctness and precision as is requisite in | duty, to wit: 

a tariff to mark the line of discrimination for | Iron, in bars or bolts, per cwt. 75 and 150 cents. 
different rates of specific duties. In the cotton 5. The following articles, heretofore subject to 
and woollen manufactures of the United States, | specific duties, are charged with duties ad valo- 
for instance, there are several kinds of goods ex- | rem; because the product of the specific duties 
tensively produced, whose names are arbitrary, | has been so inconsiderable as to render it useless 
and continually chavging, and whose texture and | to distinguish them from the mass of articles 
quality are so various, and so easily altered or | charged with duties ad valorem, to wit: 
disguised, as to elude the vigilance and skill of Woollen or cotton cards, former duty per 

the custom-house. For this reason, and consid-| dozen - - S oe ae - 0 50 
ering, also, that the ascertainment of duties by | Glauber salts, former duty per ewt. - 200 
the original cost of the goods, according to their | Hair powder former duty per lb. - ` 04 
weight and measure, is sometimes a source of Lime, former duty per cask of 60 gallons 50 
vexalion to the importer, leading, perhaps, to Malt, former duty per bushel - x a 10 
great corruption in the execution of the law, the Ochre, yellow, dry, former duty per 1b. 01 
precedent of the existing tariff has been gener- Ochre, in oil, former duty per lb - e 01} 
ally pursued, which subjects all goods, (for ex- 4 
ample, all cotton and woollen goods,) whether 
fine or coarse, and whether they are, or are not, 
of the kinds manufactured in the United States, 
to one common rate of duty. A general descrip- Quicksilver, former duty perlb.  - z 06 
tion designates the article, renders the imposition i ; 

of the duty uniform and certain at all ports of 3. The means of enforcing the tarif. 


1 
E plates and dishes, former duty 
. entry, and effectually guards against mistake / The means of enforcing the collection of the 


perlb.- ce a sk GN) ee M 
Starch, former duty per lb. - - - 03 
Spanish brown, former duty per lb. - -01 


evasion. duties on imports, or, in other words, the means 

Upon the principles and with the views, thus | of preventing or detecting frauds upon the reve- 
stated, the proposition forthe new tariff has been | nue, require a prompt, energetic, and steady at- 
formed. The variations from the tariff of per- | tention. The remedies to be provided for the 
manent single duties consist principally in the existing defects should be particularly applied: 
following points: Ist. To guard against smuggling, by the clandes- 

1. The rates of the duties ad valorem are | tine introduction of merchandise, without report, 
changed in number from threc to eight. The entry, or permit; 2d. To guard against smug- 
increase of the number will not, it is thought, be | gling, in the case of duties ad valorem, by fraud- 
attended with any disadvantage, and it will, at | ulent entries of merchandise upon fictitious in- 
least, afford a better means of ascertaining, here- | voices; 3d. To guard against smuggling, in the 
after, the value of articles of different descrip- | case of specific duties, by fraudulent entries of 
tions which are now blended in one class, as well ; merchandise upon false statements of the weight, 
as the amount of the duties collected from each | or the measure; and, 4th. To guard against 
description. The amount of the rates of duties | smuggling, by clandestinely relanding merchan- 
ad valorem is also changed from 12}, 15, and 20 | dise exported with the benefit of drawback, or by 
per cent. to 74, 15, 20, 22, 28, 30, 33$, and 35 per | fraudulently obtaining debentures for duties on 
cent. merchandise exported in cases that are not enti- 

2. The rates of the specific duties are gener- | tled to the benefit. The details necessary to give 
ally increased upon the amount of the perma- | effect to a system embracing these objects must 
neat single rates, averaging, with the increase of | unavoidably be postponed until the sense of Con- 
the rates of duties ad valorem, an aggregate of | gress shall be ascertained ; but it is proper, at 
about 42 per cent. upon the aggregate product of | this time, to bring distinctly into view the essen- 
the customs, estimated at about $12,000,000 per | tial features of the system. In addition, there- 


annum. fore, to the provisions contained in the laws 
3. The following articles, heretofore free, are | which now regulate the collection of duties on 
charged with duties, to wit: imports and tonnage, the following propositions 
Alum, per ewt. - - č -< - - $2 00 | are respectfully suggested an l 
Copperas, per ewt. - - - - - 150| 1. Thata competent judicial authority be pro- 
Copper, in sheets, rods, bolts, or nails, per vided to take cognizance of all suits, prosecu- 
pound - - - - - -= - 04) tions, informations, and libels, for debts, fines, 
Gum Arabic, and gum Senegal, ad valorem, penalties, and forfeitures, arising and accruing 


7% per cent. under the laws of the United States; a provis- 
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ion rendered indispensable by late decisions of 


some of the State courts declining such cogni- 
zane, in certain cases. i 

2.. That a more competent provision be made 
for the employment of custom-house officers, cut- 
ters, and barges. 
` 3. That an adequate fund be created and set 
apart for the creation of custom-houses, ware- 
houses, and stores, at the principal ports of entry; 
a fund to be created, first, by retaining an addi- 
tional'amount of the duties, in cases of exporta- 
tion for the benefit of drawback; and, secondly, 
by imposing a small duty, to be called “ ware- 
house money,” upon every permit for unlading 
merchandise. 

4. That provision be made to enforce more 
effectually the duty of reporting and entering 
vessels, and exhibiting manifests of their car- 
goes, upon their arrival in any port of the Uni- 
ted States; and to abolish the privilege of mak- 
ing port entries. 

5. That provision be made to guard more effec- 

tually against imposition, under pretence that 
vessels arrive in distress, that goods are damaged, 
and that invoices are lost. 
_ 6. That provision be made to place all the 
avenues to the cargoes of the vessels, before unla- 
ding, under the seal of the custom-house, and to 
keep the same more effectually in the charge of 
the inspectors while unlading. 

7. That provision be made that all invoices 
upon which entries may be effected, shall be en- 
dorsed by the American Consul, by a notary 
public, or by some other trustworthy agent or 
officer, to be designated, by law, at the place of 
exportation, certifying the merchandise to be 
priced “at the then current market price ;” that 
entries shall only be permitted upon invoices so 
endorsed ; and that the invoices shall be conspic- 
uously stamped with the seal of the custom- 
house at the time of entry. 

8. That provision be made authorizing the col- 
lectors, in all cases of suspicion, to add to the 
_invoice price of the merchandise ten per cent. 
beyond the addition now prescribed ; and, if the 
importer refuse to pay duties on that amount, 
‘then either to take the merchandise on account 
of the United States, at the additional price, or 
to permit an entry upon the original invoice. 

9. That provision be made that in all cases the 
custom-house officers shall send merchandise im- 
ported to the public stores for examination; and 

. that they shall be there compared with the in- 
voice, identified as to the kind and quality, ascer- 
tained as to the weight and measure, and esti- 
mated as to the value. 

10. That provision be made requiring from the 
person who offers to enter merchandise, a declar- 
ation whether he acts as owner, consignee, or 
agent, and whether he has been instructed, after 


entry, to hold the merchandise to the order of 


the shipper; in which last mentioned ease, the 
collector may be authorized to suspend the entry, 
until the shipper, or the person having an order 
from him, appears to make it. 

- 11. That provision be made requiring the seal 


of the custom-house to be stamped upon all the 
original packages, &c., of merchandise entered: 
for exportation, with the benefit of drawback. 
which shall remain entire at the time of expor- 
tation, and which shall be certified -by the Con- 
sul, or other proper person, to remais entire at 
the foreign place of landing, in order to discharge 
the debenture bond. 

12. That provision be made more effectually 
to secure the revenue from fraud and imposition, 
in the transportation of merchandise from dis- 
trict to district, and generally in carrying on the 
coasting trade. 

13. That provision be made more effectually 
to secure the revenue from fraud and imposition, 
in making out invoices in the money of foreign 
countries, particularly of such countries as em- 
ploy a paper currency. , . 

But, while these suggestions are offered to 
guard the collection of the revenue, and to secure 
to the manufacturer the full benefit of the pro- 
tecting duties, it must be recollected that there 
are some provisions in the existing laws which 
require to be modified in behalf of the merchant. 
For instance: k 

1. The time allowed by law to complete the 
be veal entries, for the benefit of drawback, is 
only ten days; and, if not completed within that 
time, the whole amount of the drawback is for- 
feited. The period should be extended, and the 
penalty for non-compliance should be reduced. 

2. The right to export merchandise, with the 
benefit of drawback, ceases at the expiration of a 
year. The period might, without injury to the 
revenue, be enlarged. 

3. The period allowed for making a return of 
damaged goods, with a view to a correspondent 
abatement of the duties, is limited to ten days; 
and the importer is sometimes charged with the 
whole duties on perishable articles, under the 
present restrictions, after the articles have per- 
ished, or are greatly decayed. A discretion should 
be confided to the proper officer, to make a proper 
abatement of the duties in both cases, upon sat- 
isfactory proof of their existence. 


lll. A general tariff proposed for the considera- 
tion of Congress. 


Upon the policy and principles which have 
been stated, the following tariff, in reference to 
duties, drawbacks, and bounties, has been formed: 


TARIFF. 


Ist. A schedule of the articles to be imported into 
the United States free of duty. 

Allarticles imported for the use of the United 
States; philosophical apparatus, instruments, or 
books, specially imported for the use of any in- 
corporated society, for philosophical or literary 
purposes, and for the use of any seminary of 
learning ; specimens in natural history, mineral- 
ogy, botany, and anatomical preparations, models 
of machinery, and other inventions; wearing 
apparel, and other personal baggage in actual 
use; and the implements, or tools cf trade, of 
persons arriving in the United States; regulus 
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of antimony ; bark of the cork tree unmanufac- 
tured; animals imported for breed; burr stones, 
unwrought; bullion; clay, unwrought; copper 
imported in any shape for the use of the Mint; 
copper and brass, in pigs or bars; tin, in pigs or 
bars; old copper and brass, and old pewter; furs, 
undressed, of all kinds; raw hides and skins; 
lapis calaminaris ; plaster of Paris; rags, of any 
kind of cloth; wool, and wood, unmanufactured, 
except mahogany and dye-wood; zinc, tutenague, 
or spelter; olive oil, in casks, to be used in man- 
ufactures. 


2d. A schedule of articles to be charged with 
duties ad valorem. 


At seven and a half per centum.—Dying drugs, 
and materials for composing them, not subject to 
other rates of duty ; gum arabic ; gum senegal. 

Jewelry; gold and silver watches and clocks, 
or parts of either, and of the frames of clocks, of 
whatever materials made ; gold and silver lace ; 
embroidery and epaulettes; precious stones, and 
pearls of ail kinds, set or not set; Bristol stones 
or paste work; and all articles composed chiefly 
of gold, silver, pearl, and precious stones. 

Laces of thread, silk, or cotton. 

At fifteen per centum—All articles not free, 
and not subject to any other rate of duty. 

At twenty per centum.—Linens of all descrip- 
tions, linen cambries, lawns; hempen cloth, sail- 
cloth, Russian and German linens ; stockings and 
gloves of thread or silk; silks, satins, and all ar- 
ticles of which silk is the material of chief value. 

At twenty-two per centum.—All articles manu- 
factured from brass, copper, iron, steel, pewter, 
lead or tin, or of which these metals, or either 
of them, is the material of chief value; brass and 
iron wire; cutlery, pins, needles, buttons, and 
buckles of all kinds; gilt, plated, and japanned 
wares of all kinds; cannon, muskets, fire arms, 
and side arms. 

At twenty-eight per centum.— Woollen manu- 
factures of all descriptions, and of which wool is 
the material of chief value. 

At thirty per centum.—China ware, earthen 
ware, stone ware, porcelain and glass manufac- 
ture; bonnets and caps for women, fans, feathers, 
ornaments for head dresses, artificial flowers, mil- 
linery of all sorts; hats or caps of wool, fur, leather, 
chip, straw, or silk; cosmetics, washes, balsams, 
perfumes; painted floor cloths, mats of grass or 
flags; salad oils, pickles, capers, olives, mustard, 
comfits or sweeimeats preserved in sugar or 
brandy, wafers. 

At thirty-three and one-third per centum.—Cot- 
ton manutactures of all descriptions, or of which 
cotton is the material of chief value; provided 
that all cotton cloths, or cloths of which cotton is 
the chief material of value, (excepting nankeens 
imported directly from China,) the original cost 
of which, at the place whence imported, shall be 
less than twenty-five cents per square yard, shall 
be taken and deemed to have cost twenty-five 
cents per square yard, and shall be charged with 
duty accordingly. 

At thirty-five per centum.—Cabinet wares, aad 


all manufactures of wood ; carriages of all descrip- 
tions, and parts thereof; leather, and all manu- 
factures of leather, or of which leather is the ma- 
terial of chief value; saddles, bridles, harness ; 
paper of every description ; paper hangings, blank 
books, pastebourd, parchment, vellum, printed 
books, brushes, canes, walking sticks, whips ; print- 
ing types; clothing ready made. 


3d. A schedule of articles to be charged with spe- 
cific duties. 


Ale, beer, and porter, bottles, per gal. -~ = $0 20 
imported otherwise than in bottles, per gal. 10 
Alum, per cwt. - - - - - - 200 
Almonds per lb, - - - - 
Bottles, black glass quart, per gross 
Boots, per pair -~ - - 
Bristles, per Ib. - - - 
Playing cards, per pack - - 
Cables and cordage, tarred, per lb. -  - 
Cables untarred, yarns, twine, pack-thread 
seines, per lb. - - - - - 
Candles of tallow, per Ib. - - 
Candles of wax or spermaceti, per lb. 
Chinese cassia, per ib. - 
Cinnamon, per lb. 
Cloves, per lb. 
Cheese, per lb. 
Chocolate, per Ib. 
Cocoa, per lb. 
Coal, per bushel 
Copperas, per cwt. - > > s 
Copper, in sheets, rods, bolts, or nails, composi- 
tion spikes, bolts, or nails, per lb. - 
Coffee, per lb. -= -= =: 
Cotton, per Ib. - - - - 
Currants, per lb. - -= =- 
Figs, per lb - ~- - - - 
Fish, forcign caught, per quintal - 
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mackerel, per bbl. - - 
salmon, per bbl. - - - 
all other pickled, per bbl. - 
Glass, window, not above 8 by 10 
sq. ft. - - - - - 
not above 10 by 12 inches, per 100 sq. ft. 
above 10 by 12, per 100 sq. fte - - 
Glue, per lb. - - - - - - 
Gunpowder, per lb. - - - - 
Hemp, per cwt, - - - - - 
Iron, in bars, or bolts, excepting rolled iron, per 
cwt. - - - - - - - 
in sheets, rods, or hoops, rolled iron in bars, 
or bolts, and anchors, per cwt, - - 
Indigo, per lb. - - - žá -= 
Lead, in pigs, bars or sheets, per Ib. - 
red or white, dry or ground in oil, per Ib. 
Mahogany, per cubic ft. - 
Mace, per ib. - - 
Molasses, per gal. - - 
Nails, per Ib. - - - 
Nutmegs, per ib. - - 
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Pepper, per ib. 

Pimento, per lb. 

Plums and prunes, per lb. 
Raisins in jars and boxes, and muscatel, per Ib. 


all other, per Ib. - - 
Salt, per bushel of 56 Ibe. 
Steel, per cwt. - - 
Segars, per M. - - 
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Spirits from grain, to wit: 


sels, which are specially entitled by treaty, or acts 


Ist-proof, per gal. - - - - -$0 42] of Congress, to be ent 
a proof, per gal. ~ + «= += + 45} domestic duty. Senay re orar 
proof, per gal. - + + + + 48| The additional alien duty of twelve and a half 
4th proof, per gal. - - - - * °52} per cent. shall not be the subject of drawback i 
5th proof, per gal. ~- i : : : 60 | cases of exportation EE O 
above 5th proof per gal. - - - - 75 poe 
From other materials, to wit: Tonnage duty and light money. 
at ina d proof, per gal. - - + ~ 38} Ships or vessels of the United States, 
ide eed a ee oe = enti from any foreign port or 
ed me Bete eat er serstieg end erat 
gar 5th proof. per ga. - - - - 7} ton eh nah BBY pEr 6 cent 
oes and slippers of silk ire - = pace f E EEA E E S: 
pee aan Hagia si 2 per pair Sa a Shige or vessels built within the United 
for children, per pair -  - : Gen - 2j ` tates, but belonging wholly or in . 
Spikes peib es TE Ta. Sy Ys 2| partto the snhjects of foreign Fore 
Soap, per Ib. - x . z a iC . 3 entering from a foreign port or place, 
Sugar, brown, per lbe - =- - - č - 2% shall pay per ton - =- -~ -30 * 
white clayed, or powdered, per lb. - -~ 4 | Ships or vessels, of every other descrip- 
lump, per Ib. = : : 3 . . 9 tion, entering from a foreign place or 
loaf, per Ib. - ole eR] port, or carrying goods from one dis- 
candy, per lbe - - + - + + 12| trict to another within the United 
Snuff, per lb. mE See hay | Ue 12] States, shall pay perton- - -50 “ 
Tallow, per lbs =- = - = = = > 1} Ships or vessels not of the United States, 
be ia a direct, to wit: or not wholly owned by American 
ohea, per lb. - - Š - - . 10 itize ntering th ts à 
Souchong, and other black, per Ib. - - 25 United States, ‘hall nay far wight 
oe) einen and gomee, per lb. - 50] money” per ton z = s -50 “ 
yson and young hyson, per lb. - - - 40 iti 
He pon skin and otber rean palb. | l 28|y; But the additional duty upon tonnage, and the 
a light money imposed upon foreign vessels, are not 
Erom any other place to wit: to be exacted in the case of foreign vessels spe 
ohea, per lb. - - - © a 7 l4] ` ii 
Souchong, and other black, per 1b. noe 34 cially entitled by treaty or acts of Congres to an 
Imperial, gunpowder, and gomee, per Ib. - 6g | entry upon domestic duties and charges only. 
Hyson and young hyson, per lb. =- - = 56 Warehouse money. 
sete skin, and other green, per Ib. - - 38] To constitute a fund for erecting and maintain- 
in plates, per box of 100 square feet - - 1 501 ing custom-houses, warehouses, and stores 
Tobacco, manufactured, other than snuff and ‘1. There should be paid for every permit to 
Wisse a - + + + + 10} anlade goods, twenty-five cents. 
Brazil wood, brazilletto, red wood, or camwood, 2. There shall be retained upon the amount of 
porton = = 8 e e880 the duties of goods exported, for the benefit of 
Fustic and logwood, per ton - z - . 300 drawbacks, (except spirits.) five percent. 
Nicaragua, per ton ee TT goo) 3 There shall be retained in the case of spirits 
Whiting, per Ibe - - - - DI na 1 | exported, for the benefit of drawback, two cents 
Umbrellas or parasols of silk, each - + - 2 00 per galon, and also three per cent. on the amount 
of other materials, each - - - - 1 00] of the duties. 
Frames or sticks for umbrellas or parasols, each 75| A separate account shall be kept at the custom- 
Wine, to wit: ; house of the money collected for this fund; and 
Malmsey Madeira, and London particular, the amount shall be expended, from time to time, 
per gal. - - > -° -= 1 00 | under such directions as the President of the Uni- 
other Madeira, per gal - - _- + 80] ted States shall approve and authorize. 
Burgundy, Champagne, Rhenish and Tokay 
per gal. ae - i - = 75 Drawbacks and bounties. 
Sherry and St. Lucar, per gal. - - - 60} There shall be allowed a drawback of the du- 
Claret and other wines not enumerated, when ties on goods imported into the United States, if 
_ imported in bottles or cases, per gal. - 70} the goods be exported within twelve months after 
Lisbon, Oporto, and other wines of Portugal the time of importation, subject to the following 
and Sicily, per gal. r% AES, 50 | exeeptions and provisions: 
Tenei, £ ayal, and other wines of the western 1. There shall not be an allowance of draw- 
E ae S, per gal eToken RAR 40 Í back in the case of goods imported in foreign ves- 
AN OLAI aaah ai aparte otherwise than 25 | sels from any of the dominions or colonies of any 
e eee? DEN Bey. foreign Power to which the vessels of the United 


Alien duty. 


States are not permitted to trade. 


2, There shall.not be an allowance of drawback 
for the additional duty of twelve and a half per 
cent. imposed on goods imported in vessels not 
of the United States. 


There shal! be charged an additional duty of 
twelve and a half per cent. upon all goods im- 
ported in vessels not of the United States, with 
the exception of goods imported in foreign ves- 
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3. There shall not be an allowance of drawback 
in the case of foreign dried and pickled fish and 
other salted provisions, fish oil, or playing cards. 

4, There shall be retained upon the amount of 
the duties of goods exported for the benefit of 
drawback, (except spirits,) five per cent. 

5. There shall be retained in the case of spirits 
exported, for the benefit of drawback, two cents 
per gallon, and also three per cent. on the amount 
of the duties. 

6. The present bounties, allowances, and draw- 
backs, shall be continued in the case of exporting 
pickled fish, of the fisheries of the United States; 
in the case of American vessels employed in the 
fisheries; and in the case of exporting sugar re- 
fined within the United States. 

These provisions respecting drawbacks must, 
however, be conformed to the privileges specially 
allowed to foreigners by treaty, or by acts of Con- 

ress. 
£ It only remains, in the performance of the task 


prescribed by the House of Representatives, to 

give a succinct statement of the probable product 

of the duties upon imports, according to the pro- 
posed tariff. 

The annual product of the single duties has been 
estimated at $12,000,000; and of this sum, the 
specific duties produced about - $7,200,000 

The duties ad valorem produced about 4,800,000 

12,000,000 

But the amount proposed to be raised 
by the new tariff being - - - 17,000,000 

Such additions must be made to the 
old tariff as will produce - -= $5,000,000 


The additions to the old tarif are made, first 
upon the specific duties; and, secondly, upon the 
duties ad valorem; and the estimated amount of 
the additions may be thus stated : 


First. Of the additions to the specific duties. 

Principal articles. | Former duty. Proposed duty. Former aver- |Estimat’d pro- 

auge product. | duct of addi- 

| tional duty. 

Coffee - - - - | 5 cents - | 6 cents - - = - - | $627,000 $120,000 

Hemp - - - - | 100 cents -~ | 150 cents - - 7 5 à 108,000 50,000 

Pepper - - - - | 6 cents - | 8 cents - - - - - 36,000 12,000 

Spirits = - - + =| Sundry rates - | Average increase of 50 per cent. | 1,993,000 i 300,000 

Sugar, white, clayed, &c. - | 3 cents - | 4 cents - - - - -j 195,000 | 60,000 

Teas - - - - | Sundry rates - | Average increase vf 333 per cent. 760,000 250,000 

Wines - - - -~ | Sundry rates - | Average increase of 60 per cent. 600,000 350,000 

Sundry small articles + | - - -|- - - - ~ say 58,000 
Total additional amount es- 

timated to be derived from OPSE 

specific duties - - | - - -|- - - - = $1,200,000 


Second. Of the additions to the duties ad valorem. 


Principal articles. 


Former rate of 
duty. 


Proposed rate of 


Proposed increase of 
duty. 


the former rate. 


All articles uot free and not subjected to 
any other rate of duty - - - - 
Linen, hempen cloths, silks, satins - -~ 
Hardware, cutlery, arms, and manufac- 
tures of metals - - - - - 
Woollens - - - -. -= - 
Cottons - - - - - - - 
Porcelain, carthenware, hats, bonnets, per- 
fumery, floor cloths, pickles, comfits - 
Glass, other than window glass - - 
Brushes, canes, whips, clothing ready 
made - - - - - - - 
Paper, cabinet wares, leather and its man- 
ufactures - - - - - - 
Carriages - - - - - - 


124 per cent. - 
12% per cent. - 


124 and 15 per ct. 
124 per cent. - 
123 per cent. z 


15 per cent. - 
20 per cent. - 


12} per cent. - 


15 per cent. - 
20 per cent. - 


15 per cent. - 


20 per cent. 
20 per cent. - 


' 60 per cent. 


22 per cent. a 
28 per cent. a 
333 per cent. - 


463 and 76 per cent. 
124 per cent. 
166% per cent. 


30 per cent. - 


100 per cent. 
30 per cent. - 


50 per cent. 
35 per cent. - | 180 per cent. 


35 per cent. - 


1334 per cent. 
35 per cent. - 


75 per cent. 


er a rr rr 
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Itis not practicable to ascertain the amount of 
revenue heretofore produced by each of the classes 
of goods specified in the last table; but it is suffi- 
ciently known that some of them produced little, 
while the product of others was proportionably 
great. Taking the whole, however, together, it 
is estimated that the proposed increase of duty is 
equal to one hundred per cent. upon the aggregate 
amount of the former ad valorem duties. But 
the effects to be expected from the increased du- 
ties on woollen and cotton goods, from the dimi- 
nution of the alien duties under treaties or acts of 
Congress, and from other considerations involved 
in the new system, will not permit a higher esti- 
mate of the aggregate product of the increased 
rates of the ad valorem duties than the rate of 
seventy-five or eighty per cent. upon the former 
product. ss 


Assuming, then, an advance of eighty per cent. 
upon $4,800,000, (the aggregate product of the 
duties ad valorem, as above stated,) the sum 


willbe - - + - + = $3,840,000 
| And adding to this sum the amount 
produced as above stated by the in- ; 
crease of the specific duties. - - 1,200,000 
There will be produced, to complete 
the amount of additional revenue 
required, a sum of - - -  - $5,040,000 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. J. DALLAS, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
February 12, 1816. 


[The tabular statements are omitted.] 


PUBLIC DEBT. 


[COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE, MARCH 2, 1816.] 


Treasury Department, February 28, 1816. 


In obedience to the resolution of the 12th of February, 1816, inquiring “ what additions, if any, 
have been made to the funded public debt, and to the floating public debt, since the 30th day of 
September last,” the Secretary of the Treasury has the honor to lay before the House of Repre- 


sentatives the following report: 


I. That, by the annual report upon the state of the finances of the United States, presented on the 6th 
December, 1816, it appears that the balance of the whole of the public funded debt, contracted 


before the war, amounted, on the 30th of September, 1815, to the sum of - 
That, on the Ist of January, 1816, there was reimbursed of the principal of that debt 
(besides the payment of the interest) the sum of - oe - -> 
And that, at this time, the balance of the whole of the public debt contracted before 


the war amounts to the sum of - - - 


- $39,135,484 96 
- 799,652 38 
- = 38,335,832 58 


II. That, by the annual report, it also appears, that the estimated amount of the 
whole of funded public debt, in reference to the late war, was, on the 30th of Sep- 


tember, 1815, the sum of - 5 2 z 


- $63,144,972 50 


That, to this amount, there have been added the following items, since the 30th of 


September, 1815: 


1. Jn six per cent. stock of 1814, at the rate of $100 in stock for $80 in money, to 
pay the city of Charleston, according to the contract, for a loan made during the 


late war - - z 


2. In six per cent, stock of 1814, in lieu of Treasury notes funded at 


$204,889 23. 


ninety-five per cent, and which so far operates to reduce the 


amount of the floating debt due on the 30th of September, 1815 


2,206,954 21 


3. In six per cent. stock, in lieu of Treasury notes funded at par, and 
which so far operates to reduce the amount of the floating debt 


due on the 30th September, 1815 - - 


4, In seven per cent stock, in lieu of small Treasury notes funded at 


par, estimated at - - - 


Amount of the addition, since the 30th of September, 1815, to the public funded debt 


contracted in reference to the war - 


Estimated amount of the whole of the public funded debt on the 12th of February, 


1816, contracted in reference to the late war 


III. That by the annual report, it also appears that the amount of the floating public 


debt on the 30th of September, 1815, was - 
14th Gon. 1st Suss.—54 


2,057 00 


2,815,871 00 


- 5,229,772 44 


= e 


- $68,374,764 94 


- $17,355,101 00 
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To this sum there have been added, between the 30th of September, 1815, and 12th 
¥ of February, 1816, the following Hems: 
1. There have been issued and reissued small Treasury notes, amounting, as is esti- 


mated, to the sum of - - - - - - - - $3,471,537 00 
2. There have been issued Treasury notes bearing i interest at five and 
two-fifths per cent., the sum of - - - - - = - 2,704,600 00 


——— 6,176,137 00 


3, There have been obtained temporary loans from sundry banks in the District of 
Columbia, under the act of the 13th of February, 1815, providing for. thesi recon- 
struction of the public buildings at Washington - - = 100,000 00 


— ey 


$23,631,238 00 


But.the floating debt has been diminished during the same period in the following 
manner : 


1. By the subscription of Treasury notes to the six per cent. loan, as above stated, at 

the rate of $100 in stock for $95 in principal and interest ‘of Treasury notes. 

Stock having been issued to the amount of $2,206,955 21, produced a reimburse- 

ment of Treasury notes amounting to- - - č ~- = - $2,096,607 53 
But of this sum there was included an estimate, in the sum of $4,315,- 

000, stated as thus reimbursed in the annual report, the sum of 

$1,153,412 94, contracts for sundry sums uncertain in their amount, 

having been made, but not completed at that time, and which, 

therefore, is now deducted - a - 1,153,412 94 


$943,194 59 


2. By funding Treasury notes at par for six per cent. stock, as above 


_ stated- - -o $2,057 00 
3. z funding small Treasury notes for seven per cent. stock, as 
ove stated - -= - - = e 2 č = č =- - 2,815,871 00 


4, By the payment in Treasury notes of duties and taxes, esti- 

mated to have amounted, in Treasury notes bearing interest, to 

thesum of - - - - - -= - ž - $2,650, 000 

In small Treasury notes, tothe sam of - -  - 50,000 
2,700,000 00 


5. By the repayment of temporary loans, viz: To the Bank of the 


State of South Carolina - e - 50,000 
To the Mechanics’ Bank, New York - - - - 200,000 
——— 250,000 00 


6,711,122 59 


Estimated amount of the whole of the floating debt, on the 12th of February, 1816 $16,920,115 41 


IV. That, from the preceding estimates, it appears that, on the 12th of Feb’y, 1816, 
the aggregate amount of the public debt was the sum of $123,630,692 93, consist- 
ing of “the following items: 


1. Funded public debt before the war - - - - - - - - - $38.335.832 58 
2. Funded public debt contracted since the war - - - - - - - 68374744 94 
3. Floating public debt outstanding ~- - =~- = - = = =- = 16,920,115 41 


$123,630,692 93 


That the aggegate a oo of the public debt o on the out September, 1815, was the 


sum of - 7 - - - - - - 119,635,559 46 
And that the aggregate addition since 30th of September, 1815, is - - = - $3,995,134 47 


All which is respectiully submitted. 
A. J. DALLAS, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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PROTECTION TO MANUFACTURERS OF 
a WOOLLEN FABRICS. 


` “-FCommunicated to the House, March 6, 1816.] 

“Mr. Newton; from the Committee of Com- 
meree and Manufactures, to which were referred 
the memorials and petitions of the manufacturers 
of wool, submitted the following report: — - 

-The committee, having given this subject all 
the consideration that its importance merits, beg 
leave to present, with due respect to the House, 
the result of their investigations. 

The correctness of the following estimate the 
committee are no way disposed to question: 
‘Amount of capital supposed l 

to be invested in buildings, 

machinery, &ce. .- `>- - - 
Value of rew material con- 


$12,000,000 


sumed annually - - $7,000,000 
Increase of value by manu- 
facturing - - - 


12,000,000 


Value of woollen goods man- 
ufactured annually - - - 
. Number of per- 2 constantly 50,000 
soris employed ? occasionally 50,000 


19,000,000 


100,000 


The committee having in a report presented 
to the House on the 13th of February last, on the 
memorials and petitions of the manufacturers of 
cotton, expressed their opinion on the policy of 
fostering manufacturing establishments, consider 
‘themselves relieved from the necessity of repeating 
the same arguments. Every reason then urged for 
sustaining the cotton manufacturing establish- 
ments applies with equal force in favor of the 
woollen. The committee, influenced by the same 
reasons, feel themselves bound to accord the same 
justice to the manufacturers of wool. 

The following resolution is, therefore, with 
due respect submitted to the House: 

Resolved, That, from and after the 30th day 
June next, in lieu of the duties now authorized 
by-law, there ‘be laid, levied, and collected on 
woollen goods imported into the United States 
and Territories thereof, from any foreign country 
whatever, —— per centum ad valorem. 


To the honorable the chairman and members of the 
Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 


GENTLEMEN : Being informed that you are pre- 
paring to submit to Congress a report on the sub- 
ject of manufactures, as connected with the na- 
tional prosperity of the country, we, thesubscribers, 
respectfully submit the following remarks respect- 
ing the capital employed in the woollen business 
in the United States, the number of persons em- 
ployed, the quantity of wool consumed, and the 

` aggregate amount of all the woollen cloth now 
manufactured. 

At this time there are in the State of Connec- 
ticut alone twenty-five establishments for the 
manufacture of woollen cloths, employing twelve 
hundred persons, and as many more indirectly 
who do not immediately appertain to the estab- 
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lishment. The capital already invested therein 
amounts to four hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars; and they are capable of making, and prob- 


| bly do manofacture annually, equal in amount to 


three hundred and seventy-five thousand yards of 
narrow, or one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
yards of broadcloths. Besides this quantity made 
at the establishments, it is calculated there are five: 
hundred thousand yards made annnually in fami- 

lies and dressed in the country clothiers’ shops; 

part of which is regularly sold tothe country stores; 

doing away, thus far, their former practice of sup- 

plying themselves with British goods of a similar 

description. The value of all the woollen cloths 

thus manufactured, at the lowest estimate, is 

about $1,500,000, making a home market for a 

staple of nine hundred thousand pounds of wool, 

or the produce of four hundred thousand sheep. 
With regard to the whole quantity of woollen 

goods manufactured in the United States we can- 
not at present speak with precision ; but, from 

the best information obtained there is at this time 

annually manufactured in all the States to the 

amount of $19,000,000, requiring a capital, in 

buildings and machinery, of $12,000,000, and em- 

ploying fifty thousand persons immediately in the 

business, and as many more indirectly. With 

that encouragement which we deem it the policy 

of the Government to bestow on this branch of 
our industry, the quantity of woollens manufac- 

tured in this country would be doubled in four 

years, and nearly sufficient to supply the whole 

demand of the United States. 

When it is considered that the woollen manu- 
facture is now making a home market for an 
important staple of our country, equal in value 
to $7,000,000; that the product of its industry 
equal to $19,000,000, is a great gain of national 
wealth, in giving employment to various kinds 
of labor, at the same time preventing foreigners 
from drawing great resources from us in the sale 
of their manufactures; that it produces an in- 
terest in the country that, under all circumstances, 
is an American interest; the policy of giving it 
the necessary support becomes obvious to every 
unprejudiced mind. Atthe same time that it is 
aiding and encouraging agriculture in consuming 
her productions, it is in no degree taking from 
her the labor necessary to carry on her operations. 
A great proportion of the woollen manufacture ts 
done by the assistance of labor-saving machinery, 
which is almost exclusively superintended by 
women and children, and the infirm, who would 
otherwise be wholly destitute of employment; 
whereas they are now able to maintain them- 
selves. The manual labor employed is of that 
class who, from their previous habits and occu- 
pations in life, are wholly unfitted for agricultural 
pursuits; and who, if not thus employed would, 
in most instances, be a burden on society. Among 
this description are to be numbered many valu- 
able foreigners who are daily arriving among us 
in needy and indigent circumstances, and whose 
only employment has been in the manufacturing 
business at home. In the exchange between the 
different States of the manufactured goods, and 
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of the raw materials, and in the growing wants 
of many foreign articles, as dye stuffs, &c., the 
commerce of our country, particularly the coast- 
ing trade, is equally benefited with our agricul- 
ture. ; 
If the woollen manufacture docs not languish 
for want of necessary support from Government 
at this time, there cannot be a doubt but in the 
course of a very few years we shall be able to 
supply the whole demand of the United States, 
and at a lower rate than our manufacture can be 
imported from abroad. Great Britain excludes 
all woollen goods, nor suffers a yard of cloth to 
be exported except in a finished state. It is not 
now a question with her manufacturers who shall 
sell at highest prices, but, who can manufacture 
the cheapest ; and this competition has enabled 
her to undersell all the nations in Europe. The 
same encouragement to the business in this coun- 
try will produce a like competition, and enable 
us, eventually, to undersell her even in foreign 
markets. The amount of woollen cloths now 
imported into the United States is supposed to be 
about ——. 

The quantity now manufactured is about $19,- 
000,000 in value. It is a business susceptible of 
an increase of twenty-five or thirty per cent. an- 
nually ; so that, in the course of five years at least, 
we may he able to clothe ourselves independent 
of any foreign nation, and give a new stimulus to 
agriculture which is now languishing from the 
necessity of depending upon a precarious foreign 
market for most of her important productions. 

We remain, gentlemen, very respectfully, your 
obedient humble servants, 

ARTHUR W. MAGILL, 
WM. YOUNG. 


My actual experience being principally in the 
cotton manufacture, my entire belief in the cor- 
rectness of the preceding statement is founded 
on my knowledge of the gentlemen who have 
signed it; I, therefore, cheerfully add my name. 


ISAAC BRIGGS. 
SUMMARY. 
Permanent capital in buildings and 
machinery - - - - - $12,000,000 
Annual value of raw material, manu- 
factured - - - - - - 7,000,000 
Value of cloths annually manufactured 19,000,000 
Increase of value by manufacturing - 12,000,000 
Number of persons employed 
Directly - - - 50,000 
Incidentally - - - 50,000 
100,000 


This manufacture is capable of an increase in 
the ratio of twenty-five to thirty per cent. per 
annum. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled : 

The memorial and petition of the subscribers, 
manufacturers of woollen articles in the States of 


New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, on be- 
half of themselves and others engaged in similar 
manufactures in the said States, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists are impelled 
by the situation of their manufacture, and the 
effects which may be produced upon it by the 
contemplated measures of Congress, respectfully, 
to offer their sentiments, and to point out those 
circumstances in which they conceive their in- 
terests and that of the public are so united as to 
merit the most serious attention of the National 
Legislature. 

Your memorialists beg leave to remind Con- 
gress that, from the first scttlement of the country, 
domestic manufactures have formed an import- 
ant feature of its industry; these, founded on 
the genius of its inhabitants, and the arts they 
brought or have acquired from Europe, have intro- 
duced and established many of the most useful 
manufactures, among which none is more con- 
spicuous than that of woollen; this has not 
only increased as fast as the agriculture of the 
country supplied the raw material, but when- 
ever any circumstances have given it further 
encouragement, it has shown itself sufficiently 
founded in the wants and ability of the country 
to go beyond this, and to rise in a very material 
degree to its support. Such was the case during 
the stamp act and the Revolutionary war, when 
the woollen manufacture became greatly extend- 
ed ; but the raw material, the population and gen- 
eral ability of the country were then all too feeble 
to give ita decided permanent establishment, so 
that, upon the renewal of intercourse with foreign 
nations, it sunk again under a competition with 
their manufactures, until within the last five 
years, when many circumstances have arisen, 
and particularly two, viz: the introduction of 
sheep, and the separation from Europe by the 
war, which have given to the manufacture such 
a basis, that its complete establishment in the 
country is no longer doubtful. 

The introduction of sheep, and particularly of 
the merino breed, gave to the country at once an 
agricultural object, which every State in Europe 
had been striving to realize, but without an im- 
mediate demand for the wool it would not have 
been realized here, at least at the time and to the 
extent which has been done, for while it furnish- 
ed the raw material, it was the immediate man- 
ufacture which afforded the price and demand 
for that material, and occasioned its present ex- 
tension and establishments. 

Ii is notorious that, during the period referred 
to, a great number of the citizens of these States 
have devoted themselves both to the breed of 
sheep, and the woollen manufactures; that vast 
capitals have been expended, and large establish- 
ments every where diffused through the States, 
which have supplied the public wants, and shown 
themselves capable of great future extension, so 
that altogether a national object has been erected, 
uniting the features of agriculture and commerce 
in so eminent a degree as conspicuously to de- 
mand the attention of the Government ia all those 
acts which are directed to its national economy. 
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soon yielded to existing skill; and one object was 
obtained with certainty, viz: that of giving the 
country a large amount of substantial clothing, 
with every moderate degree of excellence, and 
inferior only to articles of refined luxury. 

On this head your memorialists beg leave to 
remark that, although the importation of foreign 
manufactures comprises a great number of most 
useful articies essential to the wants of the coun- 
try, yet a large proportion of it consists of those 
which are more alluring by their fashion than 
their use. The wealth of Europe encourages 
these at home, and a constant supply of them is 
required by its luxury and the state of its arts 
which are better rewarded by these refined in- 
ventions than the more useful ones. Here, with- 
out railing against the introduction of elegance, 
and even a moderate degree of luxury itself, it is 
certain that our own manufactures are depreci- 
ated more by the novelty and fashion of foreign 
articles than by those which are the most useful ; 
and that a very great proportion of our wealth 
goes abroad for the allurements which foreigners 
present to us. While, therefore, we can supply 
ourselves with articles sufficient for every moder- 
ate degree of gratification, it is consistent with 
the practice of the wisest nations, and the sound- 
est principles of political economy, that they 
should be encouraged ; and that foreign articles 
which interfere with them should be made the 
objects of revenue by Government, which those 
who use them ought to pay. 

Almost every nation has now adopted the sys- 
tem of making its revenue laws the organ of pro- 
tection to its arts; and this system having been 
already used in these States, a universal convic- 
tion prevails that Congress will make it one of 
the bases of the new tariff of duties. Your me- 
morialists are, therefore, impressed with the belief 
that it must be desirable to Congress to obtain 
correct information of what precise duties the 
interests of the manufacturers demand, and it is 
their sincere desire to furnish such information as 
to that in which they are engaged. 

Upon this head your memorialists beg leave to 
remark that they do not wish for a rate of duties 
which may injure any other department of in- 
dustry, or give an excessive encouragement to 
their own; their sole object is such as will pre- 
veut their individual ruin, and maintain the man- 
ufacturing establishments of the country, It is 
certain that a considerable duty is necessary for 
this purpose, and there are some circumstances 
which may enable us to fix it with tolerable pre- 
cision, Under the old duties, previous to the 
war, there was not encouragement enough to 
introduce the woollen manufacture, so that it ap- 
pears certain that these duties would not now 
maintain it. Under the present duties it has lan- 
guished, and in a considerable degree declined 
since the peace ; yet there is reason to hope that 
when the shock first given by foreign import sub- 
sides, they may be maintained with a moderate, 
though certainly not with a great profit to the 
manufacturer. There are two circumstances 
which prevent a more precise opinion on this 


Your memorialists beg leave to state that, upon 
the introduction of the merino breed of sheep, the 
prices which the manufacturers afforded for their 
wool were high beyond that of every other coun- 

` try; so that the encouragement it received was 
precisely such as the infant arts almost always 
require on their introduction, and other countries 
have been obliged to give by legislative provision : 
accordingly, the breed of sheep has been perma- 
nently fixed and diffused over the soil of the 
United States without any other aid. At pres- 
ent the prices which the manufacturers allow are 
still higher than those abroad, although wool is 
now much dearer in Europe than the usual level 
of peace prices, chiefly owing to the demand for 
manufactures to be sent here. 

It is thus that the import of our clothing oper- 
ates with the double disadvantage: first, ot keep- 
ing up the raw material of Europe by manufac- 
turing it for our use; and, secondly, depressing 
that material here by impairing the manufactures 
of our own; in both cases the agricultural object 
is effected through the manufacture, and in the 
proportion as that is encouraged abroad, so both 
are depressed at home. 

It is vain to pretend that the breed of sheep 
can be maintained in these States by an export 
of the wool; even the present prices in Europe 
will not admit of it; and if they decline, as they 
unquestionably will, under a peace establishment, 
it is out of the question. In the year 1800 the 
average price of British wool was less than 
twenty cents per pound, which, after the expense 
of export, could in no way support the growth of 
it here; at this moment the prices of wool are 
higher here than abroad, and, if the manufacture 
is supported, they will probably always remain 
so, since the charges of export and import give 
them a material support. Besides this, it is by 
manufactures actually existing on the spot where 
the wool is grown, that it receives its surest cn- 
couragement. These furnish an immediate mar- 
ket, and teach the agriculturist all the improve- 
ments in quality, by which excellence is obtained; 
of this the whole history of the material furnishes 
a proof. It was by the refined manufactures of 
the Arabs in Spain, that the fleeces of that coun- 
try received those improvements, which the laws 
of the Mesta now barely support; and the present 
variety and goodness of the British wool has 
been obtained by its manufactures. No doubt, 
therefore, can exist as to the fact that it is through 
the medium of the manufacture that the growth 
of the wool can be improved, or even maintained, 
in these States. 

Our manufacturers have already furnished a 
large quantity of superfine cloths, of coarse cloths, 
and many new articles peculiarly suited to our 
climate. In their infancy they could scarcely be 
expected to furnish all that the country demand- 
ed, or to obtain the perfect excellence of nations 
who had manufactured them for ages. But it is 
notorious, that the quantity was rapidly becoming 
sufficient for our consumption, and that a large 
proportion of our cloths were equal to the best in 
Europe. What deficiencies existed would have 
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subject; first, the almost certain decline of the 
prices abroad; and the next, the excessive im- 
portation of the present year, which has lowered 
prices here beyond their fair or accurate value. 
The last of these is accidental, though it may often 
occur again, and the best checks for it exists in 
considerable duties. Of the former, the extent 
cannot yet be ascertained ; it is ceréain, however, 
that future improvement in the state of the man- 
ufacture here is less to be looked for than discour- 
agement; so that, without any speculative cal- 
culations upon what may occur, but taking what 
we know as our guide, it seems certain that the 
present duties may maintain the manufactures 
of the country, but that unquestionably nothing 
less will do it. 

Your memorialists might urge a great number 
of facts and further reasoning to show the pro- 
priety of fixing the duties at the rate they have 
mentioned, or even higher, but they are not de- 
sirous unnecessarily to swell this memorial into 
a trespass upon the attention of Congress. It 
appears proper, however, that, in expressing their 
sentiments as to their own manufacture, they 
should also express those they feel for others, and 
particularly the two great objects of agriculture 
and commerce. Itis certain that all the three great 
divisions of labor ought to receive the patronage 
and support they require without partiality, and 
they trust the wisdom of Congress will always 
afford it when necessary. 

Your memorialists, however, cannot but re- 
mark that the agriculture and commerce of these 
States already rest upon a basis which does not 
appear easily impaired ; the agriculture, directed 
to objects in universal demand for the most ne- 
cessary wants of mankind, derives from these 
wants the surest support, and whenever the intro- 
duction of new objects of cultivation, or the sup- 
port of the old require legislative aid, they ought, 
and will, doubtless, receive it ; in the same man- 
ner the carriage of our vast produce gives a sup- 
port to our commerce equally permanent. The 
two united afford a solid aid to each other; the 
agriculture by furnishing the means, and com- 
merce, by exploring the sources of supply. It is 
thus that both possess a foundation which, aided 
by a just protection of our rights, and by those 
favorable regulations which it has always been 
the object uf Congress to make, presents at once 
astimulus and support to the existing agricul- 
ture of our country which will extend it over 
all our soil. 

But manufactures advance with a feebler step; 
those which are matured to the highest excellence 
often depend, in their infancy, upon individual 
exertion, and they have a peculiar species of com- 
petitors in the population, the skill, and long ex- 
perience of other nations, above all, in the jeal- 
Ousy with which each nation watches ils own 
aris; their whole history, therefore, is a record 
that, in the introduction of them into any nation, 
there is a period when public aid is essential, and 
that they, cannot be introduced without it. In 
every State they furnish the greatest resources of 
commerce, as may be seen by the vast carriage 
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required by manufactured articles. This sort of 
aid has already been given to the commerce of 
the United States by their manufactures: a great 
portion of our agricultural produce is already 
doubled in value before it leaves us, and is car. 
ried to other nations in a shape which still more 
enhances it. Our ftour, for instance, would not 
be applied to the supply of many countries with- 
out manufacture, and the produce of our miner- 
als and forests requires this sort of conversion, 
often, to give them value at all; but, beyond the 
resource thus furnished to commerce, the supply 
of our wants at home, and the independence of 
the country are objects of still greater ims portance, 
In this way our wealth is increased by saving it, 
the genius of our citizens awakened, their in- 
dustry rewarded, and the value of every portion 
of labor enhanced at home, instead of encour- 
aging the agriculture, commerce, and manufac- 
turing skill of other nations. 

Your memorialists feel no doubt that the ap- 
plications of other manufacturers will receive the 
same attention from Congress as their own. and 
especially that of the cotton manufacturers; leay- 
ing these, then, to what they can urge with more 
propriety for themselves, they cannot but remark 
that the cotton manufacture bids fair to supply 
so large a portion of our clothing, as to free that 
of wool from the fears which might be enter- 
tained as to its inability to furnish a sufficient 
supply for the country. It is certain that our re- 
sources for the cotton manufacture are unbound- 
ed, and that, in our climate, it will furnish a vast 
portion of our clothing; the extension of the 
growth of woul and its manufacture, therefore, 
are such as to leave no reasonable doubt but that, 
under proper encouragement, it will, at no very 
distant period, supply all our remaining wants, 
and especially those articles for which wool is 
essential. 

Your memorialists cannot conceive that, at 
this period, any friend to this country would 
draw distinctions between its various establish- 
ments unfavorable to either. Speculative theo- 
ties derived from other countries or other ages 
can rarely be applied, with justice, to our owns 
but if these theories are indulged they can only 
be drawn from abuses or a state of society differ- 
ent from what we enjoy. The manufactures 
abroad may be considered as of two distinet 
kinds; the one consisting of great commercial 
establishments, to which the whole mass of soci- 
ety is devoted ; the other those of a more confined 
character, which run hand in hand with agricul- 
ture. and afford a useful aid to commerce, with- 
Out becoming its sole support. The latter exists 
throughout all the continent of Europe, and 
nourishes every other application of labor; the 
former exists chiefly in Great Britain, from 
whence we derive some of the must useful, and 
all the injurious ideas of manufactures. Her in- 
stitutions, however, are derived from her peculiar 
situation ; abounding in minerals, and with a soil 
incapable of sustaining her inhabitants, she is 
compelled to an unbounded scope of manufac- 
tures to sustain her commerce, and to feed her 
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people. In these, however, it is from momentary oe 


abuses in some of her manufactures alone, that 


injurious impressions of them are derived ; for if 


we examine them all, with proper discrimination, 
we ‘shall find that the far greater part of them, 


and particularly her woollen manufacture, com- 
and comfortable portion of 


prises the most free 
her population ; this character applies to every 
State of the Continent, France and Germany 
have, for ages, carried on large manufactures, 
without the least injury to their people, or their 
agriculture ; and the history of Europe will prove 
that manufactures have been, in every age, the 
nurseries of its freedom and prosperity. To their 
existence liberty is essential; fur to raise or to 
buy the raw materials, to sell their productions, 
or to pursue their inventions and skill, requires 
that freedom from restraint which first compelled 
the feudal lords of Europe to emancipate their 
artists, while they chained their agricultural sub- 
jects to the soil. From hence the cities of Italy 
first rose into free States, and the progress of the 
useful arts nourished the Reformation, and gave 
to the cities of Germany and Flanders, to Geneva, 
and to Nismes, a portion of liberty which no 
other part of Europe possessed. 

Your memorialists cannot ask for an encour- 
agement injurious to any portion of their fellow- 
citizens, or the interests of their country. The 
mass of labor here, as elsewhere, is comprised in 
the three great divisions of agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures; but these are so con- 
nected that benefit bestowed on one must extend 
to all. Undera free constitution and equal laws, 
the children of the State justly ask the same pat- 
ronage, to whichever object they direct their in- 
dustry. Our population has now risen toa large 
amount, and a considerable portion of it is com- 
prised in our cities and towns; these are neces- 
sary to nourish the more diffused districts of agri- 
culture, by furnishing them with markets, and 
supplying those wants for which a combination 
of labor is required; hence their application to 
manufactures is at once natural and essential. 
Besides these, our numerous streams of water, our 
minerals, our woods, and our tillage, all invite to 
the employment of manufacturing skill. In this 
the choice will always be best determined by the 
most necessary wants of the country; and what 
we ask is, not lo direct or give to manufactures 
an unnatural aid, but to protect them from for- 
eign injury. Fora long period, it is none but the 
most necessary which can be reared, and while 
our vast territory, and the unbounded scope it 
offers for agricultural labor will, perhaps, forever 
prevent the introduction of any other, the settle- 
ment of that territory itself will proceed with the 
surer step, as we becume independent in our re- 
sources. 

‘There are two facts of considerable importance, 
which your memorialists believe may be fully 
established: first, that the import of foreign 
goods in most years, and particularly in the pres- 
ent one, already exceeds the value we cau pay by 
our exports, ‘his circumstance is tn a great de- 


gree similar to what occurred upon the peace of 


largely shared with the 


1783, when the country was so inundated with 
foreign articles that the manufactures were de- 
stroyed, and our citizens torn to pieces for many 
ae to pay for them. The late wars in Europe 

y presenting new and extraordinary objects of 
commerce to us, retrieved our embarrassments, 
aud threw into the country a mass of wealth: 
which overpaid the deficiency of our proper ex- 
ports; but these extraordinary objects are not to 
be expected in peace, when the balance against 
us must again increase, unless we can prevent it. 
by our domestic economy. 

The other fact is, that the mauufactures of the 


country, altogether, have become so important 
that the carriage of raw materials from abroad, 


(chiefly of kinds we do not produce at all, or not 


in sufficient quantities, ) actually exceeds, in point 
of tonnage, that which is employed in manufac- 
tured articles; and if, to the tonnage thus em- 
ployed abroad, we add that which conveys our 
raw materials and manufactures coastwise, we 
shall find that they already support a most im- 
portant part of our commerce, of that kind which 
we can secure and extend in peace, and which is 
of all others the most interesting to the country, 
viz: the increase and employment of our ships 
and seamen, to whom freights are the proper ob- 
jects of employment, and it will be at once per- 
ceived how much these are increased by the im- 


ort of such articles as hemp, iron, copper, lead, 
rimstone, and the like, over fine and costly man- 


ufactures. 


Your memorialists are sensible that very erro- 


neous ideas have prevailed as to the profit yielded 
by the woollen manufacture, which has been 
considered as very great during the war. In order 
to counteract this opinion, which is incorrect, 
your memiorialists state that when the manufac- 
ture was begun, just before the war, washed me~ 
rino wool was at less than one dollar per pound, 
but that, during the war, it rose to three dollars, 
so that the wool ina yard of cloth costat least 
six dollars, and the materials for finishing it 
and workmanship wereequally high; it was these, 
therefore, and not the profit, that enhanced the 


price of cloth; and they prove that the manufac- 
ture was actually instituted at the risk of the 
manufacturer himself, but that the profit was 
agriculturist and other 
laborers of the country; besides which, it is cer- 
tain the profit, whatever it was, came at a fortu- 
nate period to introduce the manufacture and 


supply the country; nor has it been employed 


long enough to give either a reward or fair ex- 
periment to the introducers of it; since the pe- 
riod has been so short that a great part of it has 
necessarily been taken up in forming the estab- 
lishments, at great cost, and they are always 
known to be least productive for the first few 
years, At present, the manufacturer here can 
afford to make a piece of cloth at about the same 
price as it may be imported for, that is, at eight 
dollars per yard; but he cannot make it here for 
what it can be made in England, because the 
materials and workmanship are both much higher 
here; nor is the cost of carriage and old duties 
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enough to pay the difference. It absolutely re- 
quires the whole of the present duties, as they 
now exist, and these cannot be considered as 
high when it is seen that they are to comprise all 
the manufacturer’s profit, and protect him from 
all his disadvantages, especially the following: 
first, the higher prices he pays here for the wool, 
the machinery, and the workmanship; second, 
the probable depression of wool and cloth abroad; 
thirdly, the enormous import sold here below 
their cost; and, lastly, the prejudice of the coun- 
try in favor of foreign fabrics. 

Your memorialists cannot but conclude by 
expressing their conviction that the absolute fate 
of their manufacture depends on the determina- 
tion of Congress, and with it the fate of a great 
number of citizens who have engaged in it; that 
they entered into it under the encouragement 
given by the late war, is correct, as without en- 
couragement from some source no important in- 
stitution would ever be begun; but it is certain 
that neither now, nor upon any future occasion, 
could the citizens of the United States be sup- 
posed to embark in such undertakings, where the 
private hazard is always great, solely upon the 
precariousness of public measures; to look for- 
ward, therefore, to the public patronage when 
they might require it, was, as it ever will be, a 
reasonable resource, upon which every man who 
engages in such undertakings must depend. It 
is, then, with confidence that they uow rely upon 
the measures of Congress for that protection 
which is essential to them, and with them to the 
woollen manufacture and growth of wool in the 
United States; and they respectfully pray that 
Congress, taking the premises into its most seri- 
ous consideration, will grant the protection they 
require, by continuing at least the present duties 
upon all woollen articles of foreign manufacture 
imported into the United States. 

WM. R. RODMAN, and others. 


COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS OF THE 
CUSTOMS. 


[Communicated to the House, March 21, 1816.] 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
March 21, 1816. 

Sır: The petitions hereinafter mentioned have 
been referred to this Department at different 
times : 

1. The petition of the inspectors of the cus- 
toms of the port of Philadelphia, praying an in- 
crease of their compensation. 

2. The petitions of the inspectors and weighers 
of the customs at New York, with a similar 
prayer. 

3. The petition of the inspectors of the customs 
at Baltimore, with a similar prayer. 

By the act of the 2d of March, 1799, (vol. 4,) 
the compensation of an inspector was fixed at a 
sum not exceeding two dollars for every day that 
he should be actually employed in aid of the cus- 
toms, to be paid by the collector out of the rev- 


r 


enue, and charged to the United States, accord- 
ing to the amount produced, at certain rates, reg- 
ulated by the quantity, and the kind of the arti- 
cles measured, weighed, or gauged. It is believed 
that the compensation of this class of officers has 
seldom exceeded at any place the average of two 
dollars for each day; and that, at many places, it 
falls much below that sum. 

It is obvious that the effective value of the 
compensation, which was allowed in 1799, has 
been greatly reduced in consequence of the en- 
hanced price of every article of subsistence and 
comfort. The service of the inspector has, also. 
become much more severe and important than it 
was at that period. The compensation of the 
weighers, measurers, and gaugers, might be con- 
sidered as increasing with the increase of their 
business ; but, in truth, the effect of the increase 
of business must be the employment of a greater 
number of those officers, and, consequently, the 
compensation of each will probably remain sta- 
tionary. 

Under every view of the subject I am impresseed 
with the justice and policy of granting the 
prayer of the petitioners, by advancing their pres- 
ent compensation at the rate of fifty per cent. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 


Ilon. Wriuram Lownpes. 


Wasuinaton, March 8, 1816. 

Dear Sir: Some weeks ago petitions from the 
weighers and inspectors of the customs, belonging 
to the port of New York, were presented to Con- 
gress, praying for an augmentation of salary. This 
petition was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who, I have understood, have laid it 
before you. 1 feel impressed with the necessity 
of granting some relief to the petitioners, and [ 
have, therefore, taken the liberty to address you 
on the subject. 

The officers of the customs in the city of New 
York are a very reputable class of men, many of 
them old Revolutionary officers; many of them 
persons who once were in comfortable, aad even 
elevated circumstances, and who, owing to ad- 
verse fortune, have had to take refuge, in advanced 
life, in the scanty shelter from want that the per 
diem of a custom-house officer affords ; and all of 
them, as far as my knowledge extends, possess the 
character of being uprightand exemplary. They 
are remarked for their official integrity : so much 
so, that I have never heard a lisp of such a thing 
as corruption having been found among them. 

The salary now given them, of two dollars per 
day, was established about eighteen years ago 
when it was probably quite sufficient; but every- 
thing has so enhanced since that day that one 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars will not 
go as far now as seven hundred and thirty dol- 
lars did then. No small tenement, of any decent 
appearance is tu be ublained at present under two 
hundred and fifty dollars. The fuel to support 
one fire will cost eighty dollars. A solitary ser- 
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vant eighty more. Here is four hundred and ten 
dollars of the seven hundred and thirty gone for 
three items. The fact is, I have ascertained, to 
my perfect conviction, that these men are ina 
deplorable situation. Some of them have fami- 
lies of five, six, and I know of one who has nine 
children. They are perplexed with small debts, 
contracted through poverty, for the absolute wants 
of their families, and many of them are becoming 
shabby in their appearance. I have been told by 
one that to schoo! his children was out of the 
question, for he could not afford them shoes in 
the Winter. Many of them have grown gray in 
the employ, and most of them have been so long 
engaged that they have either lost the knowledge 
of all other business, or have lost the means of 
helping themselves to a change ; and are too ne- 
cessitous to throw up this “half a loaf” for the 
uncertain hope of getting into better bread. 

I ought to mention, also, that, in consequeuce 
of the double duties, there has been a necessily 
for increase of vigilance; and this has compelled 
the officers, by the direction of their superiors, to 
watch by night as well as by day; so that they 
have, of late, lost two nights’ sleep in a week. 
This has made their duty peculiarly hard. From 
all these circumstances and facts I cannot refrain 
from saying that I think cant and common hu- 
manity dictate that they should be relieved. 

Setting aside their own personal ciaims, good 
policy must imperiously require that their situa- 
tion should be comfortable. These men, thus 
perplexed and needy, are, indirectly, the collec- 
tors of the revenue, which, in New York, under 
the expected tariff, will amount to nothing short 
of nen millions of dollars per annum. Ought 
not the guardians of this amount of impost to be 
kept decently alive? You musi agree with me, 
sir, that starvation is no great friend of honesty ; 
and the question becomes a serious one, whether, 
while all the means of life are amply at hand, 
starving men will not be apt, even at the expense 
of integrity, to help themselves! Men are best 
kept honest by not being led into temptation. 
Should they at once get corrupted, and the frauds 
that are common all over Europe and elsewhere, 
become familiar here, it is impossible to calculate 
the amount of injury the revenue may sustain. 

We certainly ought to augment the salaries of 
these officers at the same moment that we aug- 
ment the duties. One hundred thousand dollars, 
and, perhaps, a smaller sum divided annually 
among the petty officers of the customs, in addi- 
tion to their present salaries, may be the means of 
saving one million per annum to the public in- 
come. Something of this kind, most unquestion- 
ably, must be done; the good of the community 
at large demands it, and iit be neglected, the al- 
ternative is inevitable; either our inspectors of 
the customs will become dishonest, or quit the 
employ in order that dishonest men may take their 
places. 

You will pardon the freedom with which I have 
addressed you, and believe me, with sincere re- 
gard, dear sir, &c., WM. IRVING. 

The Hon. A. J. Darras. 
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Sir: Several respectable individuals of New 
York, whose business gives them a particular 
knowledge of the duties of the inspectors of the 
customs, have signified their opinion that an in- 
crease of the compensation of these officers was 
expedient, and that the public interest would be 
secured and promoted by such increase. 

I take the liberty of uniting in this opinion, and 
of communicating the same to you, on the infor- 
mation that the subject has been referred for your 
consideration and report. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
i RUFUS KING. 


A.J. Dauuas, Esq., 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


REMISSION OF FORFEITURES. 


(Communicated to the House, March 22, 1816.} 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
March 22, 1816. 

Sır: The petition of “sundry merchants of 
Massachusetts,” which was transmitted in your 
jetter of the 21th ultimo, with a request from the 
Committee of Ways and Means for “any infor- 
mation on the subject of the petition, or any opin- 
ion in regard to the claim of the petitioners that 
it was thought proper to communicate,” has been 
duly considered, in connexion, as well with the 
documents that accompanied it, as with other 
documents in this Department upon the same 
subject, and | have now the honor to communi- 
cate the result. 

Towards the close of the year 1814 great quan- 
tities of goods, of British manufacture, amounting, 
probably, in the aggregate value, to more than a 
million of dollars, were admitted to entry at 
Hampton, in the district of Penobscot, and the 
duties upon them were paid or secured at the 
time of the entry. The goods, or a considerable 
proportion of them, on their way to Boston, from 
Hampden, were afterwards seized as forfeited, 
under various laws; some of them were libelled 
in the district court of Massachusetts, and others 
in the district court of Maine; and, upon the trial 
of one of the libels in Massachusetts, with an 
agreement that the fate of that case should, gen- 
erally, be binding on all the other cases, the jury 
gave a verdict in favor of the claimants, under 
the direction of the court. To that direction, 
however, a bill of exceptions was tendered, and, 
upon a writ of error, the judgment of the district 
court was reversed, and a new trial ordered to be 
had at the bar of the circuit court. 

In this state of the legal proceedings, the peti- 
tioners, who are the claimants of the goods, apply 
to Congress to be relieved from the alleged for- 
feiture, for the reasons which are assigned in the 
petition ; and, upon the whole, two questions arise 
for consideration ; Ist, whether the claimants are 
the bona fide owners of the goods, and became so 
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in a lawful manner ; 2d, whether the importation 
and entry of the goods at Hampton were, under 
all circumstances, lawful. To pave the way for 
the decision of the committee, on these questions, 
amore particular statement of the facts, which 
are involved in the case, becomes proper and ne- 
cessary. 


The general facts of the case. 


The British Government having declared, du- 
ring the late war,a general blockade of the whole 
coast of the United States, the American Gov- 
ernment on of , issued a proclamation, 
protesting against the extravagance of the mea- 
sure, and offering to neutral traders an assurance 
ofall the protection it could give. Upon the same 
principle and policy letters were, on particular 
occasions, written from the Treasury Department 
to the collectors of the customs, authorizing the 
protection and encouragement of neutral com- 
merce; and, on the 4th of April, 1814, the non- 
intercourse laws had been repealed so as toadmit, 
generally, the importation of goods of British 
growth, produce, or manufacture, and to allow 
neutral vessels to trade between the United States 
and Great Britain and Ireland, and the colonies 
or dependencies of Great Britain. But neither 
the President’s proclamation, nor the Treasury 
correspondence, nor the repealing act, were de- 
signed to sanction a merely colorable neutrality, 
covering the property of the enemy, involving an 
unlawful intercourse between the citizens and the 
enemies of the United States, and violating the 
positive sanctions of the laws enacted for the se- 
curity of the publie revenue. 

On the Ist of September, 1814, a British mili- 
tary and naval force took possession of Castine, 
the port of entry for the district of Penobscot, and 
claimed, by proclamations and military orders, 
the sovereignty and jurisdiction of all the territory 
east of the bay and river Penobscot. Theactual 
possession and occupancy of the British troops 
did not extend over the territory claimed; and, 
in particular, it is to be observed that, although the 
town of Orrington, which was neither a port of 
delivery nor of entry, situated on the east side of 
the Penobscot, was probably once visited, during 
the month of November, 1814, by a sinall detach- 
ment, “it never had attempted to surrender to 
the British arms,” as Judge Story judicially de- 
clared, in delivering the judgment of the circuit 
court, “and it always continued to assert and 
claim its American rights and privileges, and to 
obey the laws of the United States.” When the 
British forces took possession of Castine the col- 
lector of Penobscot removed his office to Hamp- 
den, (which was a port of delivery for vessels of 
the United States only,and was not a port of en- 
try for any vessels,) situated on the west side of 
the Penobscot, nearly opposite to Orrington. 

The appearances of an illicit traffic between the 
inhabitants of the west and the military oecu- 
pants of the east side of the bay and river Penob- 
scot were soon displayed, and strong representa- 
tions were made to the Government upon the 
subject. It was not found practicable, however, 
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in this quarter, any more than at Passamaquoddy, 
to prevent the intercourse. Supplies were sent 
in abundance to the enemy ; and goods, almost 
without stint, were imported into the United 
States from his possession, either clandestinely, 
or in vessels assuming a neutral flag. The goods 
claimed by the petitioners were brought from Or- 
rington to Hampden in the latter mode. The 
petitioners do not, cither in the allegations of their 
petition, or in the documents accompanying it, 
furnish the means of making a discrimination in 
the merit of their cases; but, on the contrary, as 
they all united in an agreement to be bound in 
the decision of one case, and as they unite in one 
application to Congress upon the same general 
statement, it must be presumed that the cases are 
not susceptible ofany important distinction. They 
will, therefore, be embraced without discrimina- 
tion, in the narrative of the transaction. which 
the petition places upon a footing of a fair and 
open neutral trade; as to the owner and character 
of the vessel employed ; as to the owners of the 
goods imported, and as to the course of the trade. 


Ist. As to the owner and the charucter of the ves- 
sel employed. 

In delivering the judgment of the circuit court, 
Judge Story states that the goods claimed by the 
petitioners “were found at Orrington, in the 
month of November, 1814, and were then shipped 
cn board of a small sloop, called the Christina, 
commanded by a Mr. William P. Unger, and 
transferred to Hampden, where they were admit- 
ted to an entry by the collector of the district, as 
foreign goods imported in a foreign vessel, &c. ; 
that the sloop was American built, and was, until 
the 14th of October, 1814, enrolled and licensed 
for the coasting trade, in the district of Penobscot, 
by the name of the Union; that, on that day, she 
was sold to Mr. Unger,. the master, who called 
himself'a Swedish subject, although it was in proof 
that he had for several years domiciled in the 
United States; and that, at the time of transport- 
ing the goods, the sloop was navigating under a 
pass from Mr. Soderstrom, the Swedish Consul, 
dated the 14th of the same October, recognising 
her as entitled to the benefit of the Swedish flag; 
but her crew, with the exception of the master, 
were all Americans.” 

The character of Unger and the Christiana, 
thus described by the judge, is also to be traced 
in the depositions and documents accompanying 
the petition. 

It is stated by Charles Tibbet, the deputy col- 
lector of Penobscot, “that he had known the 
Christina by the name of Union, prior to the 
arrival at Hampden, for several years; thathe did 
not recollect where she was built, but she was 
originally an American vessel; that her last own- 
ers were Samuel Bartlett and another person, both 
of Buckstown ; that she continued to be their 
property until October last, at which time, accord- 
ing to a bill of sale, she appeared to have been 
transferred to Mr. Unger; that he had known Mr. 
Unger about three months; had heard Unger say 
he was married; had a wife at the Southward, 
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&c.; that he did not know where Unger resided | 


for the last three years, but he had heard him say 
that he had sailed from the Southward and West- 
ward; that Unger occasionally then resided at 
Hampden ; that he was at Castine about the end 
of September, 1814, where he saw Unger, who 
told him that he had goods on hand which he 
wished to introduce into the United States, sta- 
ting that he was a neutral subject, asking him if 
he could import the goods in a neutral vessel, and 
whether such a vessel would be admitted to an 
entry on application being made ; and that he told 
Unger he thought there would be no difficulty if 
it were a regular vessel,” &c. 

It is stated by Samuel Bartlett, (who proves to 
have been the owner of the Union, on the 14th of 
October, 1814, the date of the alleged bill of sale 
10 Unger,) that, in the month of October, 1814, 
Unger informed him that he wasa naturalized and 
Swedish subject, and had, with other neutrals, a 
large quantity of goods at-Castine, then in the 
possession of the British, which he wished to ship 
into the United States; and applied to him to go 
to Hampden, in order to learn, from the collector, 
whether he felt himself authorized, hy the laws 
of the United States, to enter goods in a neutral 
vessel with consular papers at Hampden ; that he 
went accordingly, and Mr. Hook, the collector, 
being absent, Mr. Tibbet, his deputy, informed 
him that he would enter all goods which came in 
that way, and thought there would be no kind of 
difficulty in so doing; that he observed, that he 
wished ‘Tibbet to be sure he was right, for it was 
of great importance to his employer; that he re- 
turned immediately to Castine, and gave infor- 
mation to Unger of Tibbet’s answer, and Unger 
a few days after sent the sloop Christina to Or- 
rington,” &c. 

It is stated by Joseph Lee, “ that. in the months 
of November and December, 1814, he was em- 
ployed by Unger, master and owner of the Swe- 
dish sloop Christina, to do the necessary writing, 
&c.; that he prepared the master’s manifests and 
owner’s entry of several cargoes of foreign gouds, 
which were shipped on board of the said sloop at 
Orrington and Buckstown, and imported into and 
delivered at Hampden and Frankfort; that he 
was knowing to Unger’s purchasing large quan- 
tities of foreign goods of British merchants at St. 
John’s and Halifax, which were transported to 
Orrington, and imported and delivered at Hamp- 
den; and that he verily believed that Unger was, 
what he said he was, a native of Bohemia, and a 
naturalized Swede; that John Nyman was a na- 
tive Swede; and that Constantino Lefrio was 
a native Spaniard.” 

It is stated hy Edward W. Bradshaw, “ that, 
in the month of November, 1814, while acting as 
Swedish vice-consul, under the authority of Rich- 
ard Soderstrom, Esq, he went to Hampden, in 
the county of Hancock, in the district of Maine, 
for the purpore of examining the papers of the 
Swedish sloop Christina, whereof Unger was 
master and owner; on examination he found her 
papers to be original ones, and that Captain Un- 
ger was entitled to all the privileges of a natural- 


ized citizen of: Sweden; that he could not say 
where he was born, but believed he was born in 


Denmark, and had a Swedish burgher’s brief.” 


Itis stated, generally in the thirteen manifests 


of the successive cargoes imported in the sloop 


Christina from Orrington to Tlampden and Frank- 
fort, that Peter W. Unger is master and owner of 
the vessel, and that he isa burgher of St. Bar- 


tholomew. 


Upon the evidence thus recited, in relation to 


the owner of the vessel, it appears that, on the 
14th of October, 1814, the alleged Swedish sloop 
Christina, owned by Unger, a naturalized Swede, 
was the American licensed sloop Union, owned 
by Samuel Bartlett and another person, citizens 
of the United States; that Unger (as Judge Sto- 
ry says) had been for several years domiciled in 
the United States; but that, on the 14th of Oc- 
tober, 1814, with a view to the transportation of 
goods from Orrington to Hampden, the vessel as- 
sumed a neutral flag, and Unger obtained a cer- 
tificate and pass from the Swedish consul, recog- 
nising him as a naturalized Swede. 


2d.—As to the owners of the goods imported. 
It appears from the thirteen manifests which 


have been already referred to, that all the goods 
imported in the Christina were entered at Hamp- 
den from Orrington, between the 29th of October 
and the 22d of December, 1814, both days inclus- 
ive; that the only shippers of the goods were W. 
P. Unger, S. J. M. Peillon, John Lyman, and 
Lefrio, and that the goods were consigned to 
order, to Unger, to Nyman, to Lefrio, to Herrick, 
and to Crosby, respectively. The only bill of sale 
exhibited with the petition, purports to be one 
from John Nyman to Mr. Arthur Tappan, dated 
Hampden, the 3d of December, 1814, for goods to 
the amount of $58,982 70, 
goods had been bought by Nyman of “James 
Chapman, on the 13th of November, 1814;” that 


It is stated that the 


“the advance was twenty per cent, it being un- 
derstood that the said Tappan is to pay the duties 
on the above goods when they become due;” and 
it concludes with a receipt in these words: “ De- 
cember 5. Received payment, by draft, on John 
Tappan, of Boston, payable in sixty days from 
date. John Nyman.” The signature to the re- 
ceipt is the subject of a deposition by Timothy 
Rogers, who says, “that he has seen the said Ny- 
man write his name, and had no doubt but that 
the signature of John Nyman to the annexed bill 
of sale to Anthony Tappan, dated December 3, 
1814, &c., is the proper handwriting of the said 
Nyman, and that the deponent spoke of this fact 
as from his best recollection, having never seen 
Nyman write but once.” 

The real ownership of the great quantity of 
goods imported, appears, therefore, to be referred, 
without explanation, by the petitioners to Unger, 
to Nyman, to Lefrio, and to Peillon. 

Of Unger, and his competency to be owner of 
agreat portion of the goods, the facts already 
stated are all that can be traced. 

Of Nyman, and of his competency to be the 
owner of a great portion of the goods, it is stated 
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by Timothy Rogers, “that John Nyman arrived 


at Gloucester in May, 1814, master of the schooner 


Magdalena, and applied to the deponent to enter 
his vessel, and to transact his business. That the 
vessel and cargo, from papers, appeared to be the 
property of Nyman, and the cargo was consigned 
to the deponent, as his agent or commission mer- 
chant. That the deponent followed his instruc- 
tions in the management and disposal of it; and 
that he acted, in all respects, as owner, the depo- 
nent knowing no one else as owner.” 
ifest of the Magdalena’s cargo is exhibited. 


a Swede. 


Of Lefrio, and his competency to be the owner 


of the goods imported in his name, all that occurs 


is a statement by Joseph Lee, that Lefrio is a 


Spaniard, and that it appears by the invoices that 
he was an owner of some of the goods. 

Of Peillon there is no trace in the documents 
accompanying the petition, except his name oc- 
curs in the manifests. Peillon has, however, filed 


a petition for a remission of the forfeiture incur- 


red, in which he claims a part of the goods in his 
own right asa neutral Frenchman, and admits 
that his goods were transported from Castine to 
Orrington by land, alleging such course to have 
been necessary, in order to avoid the British 
blockade. 


3d.— As to the course of the trade. 


It is sometimes alleged that the goods were pur- 
chased in Halifax, and sometimes that they were 
purchased at Castine ; but how or when they were 
deposited at Orrington, does not appear upon the 
documents accompanying the petition; nor, in- 
deed, did the fact appear (as Judge Story states) 
‘in the evidence before the circuit court. 

To these general views of the case it is proper 
to add that, on the 25th October, 1814, four days 
previously to the first entry of the Christina at 
Hampden, a letter was written to Josiah Hook, 
by John Tappan, agent, and Edmund Munroe, 
agent, in which they inquire as follows: “We 
are desired to ascertain from you if a neutral ves- 
sel, with neutral papers, and with a cargo owned 
by a neutral subject, will be admitted to an entry 
in the district of Penobscot, say in Hampden or 
Bangor, if such a one should arrive without a 
clearance,” &c. Mr. Hook answered that “he 
would admit a vessel to an entry, of the descrip- 
tion mentioned, at either Hampden or Bangor, 
and that he should afford every facility that the 
law would authorize to encourage fair trade.” 
An application was also made by Mr. Tappan to 
Mr. Blake, the district attorney, for an opinion on 
the legality of the course contemplated by the 
above inquiry. Mr. Blake’s answer branches into 
a number of points, but, in substance, it confirms 
the opinion given by Mr. Hook. 

For whom Messrs. Tappan and Munroe acted 
as agents, in their application to the collector and 


The man- 
It is 
further stated by John S. Trott, that Nyman isa 
Swede, a man of integrity and credit in trade; 
and Mr. Soderstrom, the Consul General of 
Sweden, as well as Mr. Blagge, the Swedish 
Consul for Massachusetts, states that Nyman is 


district attorney, does not appear. Mr. Tibbet 
states that “he does not know whether any part 
of the goods was the property of Mr. Unger, nor 
does he know to whom the said goods did belong, 
That the duties were securéd, and in part paid by 
Thomas W. Storrow, of Boston, John Crosby, 
jun., of Hampden, and Hartwell Williams, of 
Augusta, all of them American citizens, That 
he does not know by whom the goods were trans- 
ported to Boston, but that the certificates intended 
to accompany them were delivered by him to Mr. 
Storrow. 

Having thus examined the documents accom- 
panying the petition, without referring, except 
generally, to the contemporaneous information 
received at the Treasury Department, it is proper 
to bring into view the material allegations of the 
petitioners in point of fact, (not already brought 
into view by the foregoing statement,) that they 
may be compared with the evidence. They are 
the following: 

1. That the petitioners were, respectively, pur- 
chasers of goods imported into the district of Pe- 
nobscot, since the 1st of October, 1814, by divers 
persons, subjects of Powers in amity with the 
United States, being neutrals, not domiciliated in 
the United States, nor in the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, nor in any of the 
colonics, provinces, dependencies, or possessions 
thereof. 

2. That, after the repeal of the non-importation 
and non-intercourse laws, goods were imported 
by neutrals from British possessions into the dis- 
trict of Passamaquoddy, were admitted to an en- 
try, and there sold to American merchants, with- 
out prohibition, seizure, or detention; and, after 
the capture of Hastport, the custom-house was 
removed to Lubec, where similar entries and sales 
were allowed. 

3. That the collector of Penobscot, or his dep- 
uty, “on application being roade by sundry neu- 
tral merchants,” to ascertain whether goods of 
British manufacture, but the property of neutrals, 
could be admitted to entry at Hampden, as well 
from Castine as from other places in the actual 
possession of the British, answered in the affirm- 
ative; and, in consequence thereof, such impor- 
tations were made. 

4. That thereupon the petitioners purchased. 
bona fide, a considerable quantity of the goods so 
imported, after they were entered and landed, at 
an advance, and paid for them, at the terms of 
purchase, by drafts and bills on different places 
abroad, and in the United States. 

6. That, on the trial of the libel in the district 
court, it was admitted on the part of the United 
States, and of the officer who made the seizure, 
that, at the time of the importation, the goods 
were the property of neutral subjects, not domi- 
ciled in the United States, nor in any of the Brit- 
ish dominions, and were imported in a vessel ad- 
mitted by the collector to be a neutral vessel. 

6. That Orrington was deemed by the collec- 
tor either a British possession, from which neu- 
trals might trade to the United States, or a place 
at which the goods might be landed, as in a case 
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of necessity, under the twenty-seventh section of 
the colléetion‘law, (vol. 4,) without incurring the 
penalties and forfeitures of the act interdicting to 
neutrals a participation in the coasting trade of 
the United States. l 

. Upon the whole, the question recurs, 1st. Whe- 
ther the petitioners are the bona fide owners of 
ihe goods claimed, and became so in a lawful 
manner? And, 2d. Whether the importation and 
entry of the goods at Hampden were, under all 
circumstances, lawful ? 

‘The consideration of these questions is submit- 
ted, respectfully, to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, upon the following propositions : 

1. That if the vessel, master, and other persons 
employed were, in fact, néutral, and not the in- 
struments of a contrivance, to evade the law of 
war, as well as the municipal law; and if the 
goods, when landed and entered at Hampden, 
were, bona fide, the property of neutrals, and not 
the property of an enemy, or of citizens having 
purchased them from the enemy, the first ques- 
tion may be answered in the affirmative. But it 
there be a doubt upon the subject, the petitioners 
may be allowed time to produce further evidence 
before Congress, or they may be referred to the 
decision on the trial, which has been ordered at 
the bar of the circuit court. i 

2. That, if the first question be answered in the 
affirmative, the legal answer to the second ques- 
tion, arising upon the strict law of the case, may 
be superseded by an exercise of the legislative 
authority. It will then be unnecessary to decide 
upon the lawfulness of establishing a port of en- 
try at Hampden; and upon the lawfulness of the 
importation and deposite of the goods at Orring- 
ton; and upon the unlawfulness of the trade be- 
tween Hampden and Orrington, upon the waters 
of the United States, under a neutral flag, and 
with- an unlicensed vessel. 

, IT have the honor to be, &c. 
A. J. DALLAS. 

Hon. Wm. LownpEs, - 

Chairman Com. Ways and Means. 


UNSETTLED BALANCES. 


[Communicated to the House, April 24, 1816.] 


Mr. Huaer, from the committee appointed by 
a resolution of the 27th February last, to examiue 
generally into the subject of unsettled balances, 
submitted the following report: 

At an early period after their appointment the 
committee proceeded. to turn their attention to the 
subject submitted to them. Although prepared 
to meet many difficulties, in the proposed investi- 
gation of unsettled balances, they had by no 
means anticipated that these difficulties would 
have been so serious, or to the extent they have 
experienced. They found themselves advancing 
into a labyrinth, the intricacies of which increased 
at every step they progressed. Little versed in 
the laws under which they were established, and 


still less in the rules, regulations, and modes of 
proceeding adopted by the different departments, 
1t became necessary that they should, in the first 
instance, endeavor to obtain some information on 
these points; and having no particular clue to. 
guide them in making an investigation, the labor, 
zeal, and attention they were able to devote to 
this or that particular object of research not un- 
frequently turned out to have been unnecessary, 
or of little or no avail. The want of time, arising 
from their other official duties, the fast approach- 
ing period of the adjournment, and more than all, 
the measure wisely adopted by the House, of ap- 
pointing distinct standing committees to examine 
hereafter into each respective department, have 
therefore induced the committee to suspend, at 
least for the present session, any further attempt 
to investigate the details of particular balances, 
and rather to confine themselves to a general 
view of the subject of the causes which have 
given rise to so many unsettled balances, and of the 
provisions which presented themselves as likely 
to remedy, or at least check the evil, and which 
it might be deemed expedient to submit to the 
consideration of the House. 

It will be recollected that, at its commencement 
and first establishment under the new Constitu- 
tion, large and extensive powers and duties de- 
volved upon the General Government, which had 
been previously vested in the several States. 
They had, of course, to enter upon a wide and 
unexplored field of action, and wise and efficient 
as the regulations and measures adopted for the 
collection of the revenue in the first instance no 
doubt were, it was impossible to anticipate all the 
difficulties or mal-practices which would neces- 
sarily arise under an administration of the affairs 
of this growing country, co-extensive with the 
Union. Hence, various inconveniences were, 
in progress of time, experienced, and among 
others unsettled balances and defalcations in other 
branches of the public revenue, but more espe- 
cially among the collectors, and in the customs, 
began at an early period to be experienced and 
complained of. Occasional checks and amend- 
ments were devised and adopted, as experience 
showed the necessity of them; but it is bélieved 
that there is great room for improvement, and 
that a general revisal of the organization of the 
several departments in regard to the management 
of their fiscal concerns, with additional checks in 
the collection and expenditures of the public 
moneys, is most desirable and requisite. Ou the 
propriety, therefore, of offering a resolution di- 
recting the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare 
and submit at the next session of Congress some 
such general and improved system, the committee 
feel confident that they are supported by the 
opinion of all those connected or acquainted with 
the actual state of the several departments. 

In the meantime they feel authorized, not only 
by what has fallen under their own observation, 
but by the concurrent approbation of all those 
whom they have consulted, and in particular by 
that of the Comptroller, and of the Secretary of 
State himself, to recommend that provision be 
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immediately made for establishing the office of 
accountant in the Department of State. The 
business of that, as well as of most other of the 
departments, has greatly increased within a few 
years, and is likely to continue to increase. There, 
is, moreover, a great mass of unsettled accounts 
in the Department of State; nor is it easy to an- | 
ticipate, under the present organization, when 
they can be finally acted upon and settled. Its 
transactions embrace a wide and most extensive | 
field, and it is impossible that the high officer of | 
this branch of the Government, upon whom the 
whole burden now devolves, can pay the proper | 
and requisite attention to all the little minutiæ of 


“the office, and to the increased, increasing, and 


various pecuniary transactions with agents in 

every habitable country with which the United 

States have had, or may have, intercourse or po- 

litical relations. To all who have attended to the 

subject the necessity is, indeed, evident; for, hav- 

ing such a subordinate officer, whose immediate 

duty it will be to bring up the business at this 

time so much in arrear, to retain precedents, and 

thereby establish greater system and uniformity 

in the final adjustment of different accounts, and 

to bring all those who have transacted or may 

hereafter transact business, and have accounts | 
with the Department, to frequent and regular set- | 
tlements. On the other hand, it would seem not 
less expedient to oblige all foreign Ministers and 
public agents to send in a regular and semi-annual 
aecount current, with the usual and necessary 
vouchers of all their money transactions with and 
on account of the Government. This appears to 
have been heretofore left very much ta the indi- 
vidual himself to do or not, as he judged proper; 
and instances are not wanting of those in high 
and responsible situations who have never fur- 
nished any account whatever of their expenditure, 
or of the moncys which have passed through their 
hands. From these considerations, the commit- 
tee have deemed it incumbent on them to report 
a bill for the establishment of the office of ac- 
countant, and directing regular accounts to be 
rendered by foreign Ministers and agents, which, 
if time permit the House to act upon during the 
present session, it is believed will save the United 
States many thousand dollars, 

With respect to the unsettled balances, (the 
subject more immediately submitted to their con- 
sideration,) which are, by law, annually submit- 
ted to the House and published, they may be di- 
vided into three separate and distinet classes, viz: 

ist. Balances of a doubtful or equitable nature. 

2d. Balances on accounts not finally liquidated 
or acted upon. i 

3d. Balances liquidated, acted upon, and evi- 
dently due to the United States. 

The first class includes such of the balances as 
the departments may not have been able, under 
existing laws and circumstances, or have felt a 
difficulty, and perhaps even a delicacy, in acting 
finally upon. These are not very numerous, but 
they relate, in several instances, to characters and 
persons who have held the highest offices under 
the Government ; some of them are, moreover, of 
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long standing, and not likely ever to be finally 
adjusted under the existing state of things. It 
appears therefore to the committee, both expe- 
dient and desirable that some mode should be 
adopted for disposing of them, or some tribunal 
established which might pass them in review, and 
decide finally upon them, or report them, with 
their opinions in each respective case, to the 
House for their further examination and ultimate 
decision in regard to them. 

The second class embraces that description of 
balances which appears upon accounts, from what- 
ever cause, not finally settled at the several de- 
partments. This sometimes happens in cases 
where further time is allowed for procuring 
vouchers, or bringing forward additional charges 
or pretensions to which the individual believes 
himself, or affects to be entitled. On other occa- 
sions unsettled balances are published in obedi- 
ence to the laws, where the accounts are still in 
a course of liquidation, and where there is, in fact, 
no balance actually due, but the balance published 
as such is what appears to be due at the end of 
ihree years on the face of the account, and as far 
as it has been liquidated. In some instances, it 
would seem that unliquidated and unsettled bal- 
ances are published, in eases even where the in- 
dividual has been ready and prepared to settle 
finally his accounts, but for want of time, or from 
doubts in regard to some undecided points, or 
from some other cause, proceeding not from him, 
but the Department, a final settlement has not 
taken place. 

The necessary publication of some of these un- 
settled balances, in the manner pointed out by the 
existing provisions of the law, is perhaps to be 
regretted ; for, whilst defaulters and those guilty 
of peculation deserve to be thus published and 
made known, it tends greatly to diminish the 
odium and contempt which they would experi- 
ence, that their names should be coupled to, and 
appear with, those who are less culpable, or per- 
aaps in nowise defaulters. Nor can it fail to be 
veculiarly painful and aggravating to the feelings 
of honest and honorable men to find themselves 
in such company, and held up to the public under 
at least the appearance of having committed like 
frauds upon the Government. 

It would seem, indeed, that no account ought 
to remain unliquidated and unsettled after a lapse 
of three years. Yetas this may, and has hap- 
pened, the committee are of opinion that the 
Comptroller ought to have the discretionary pow- 
er of distinguishing cases of this kind, as well as 
those which fall under the first class, from the 
general mass of unsettled balances, and to present 
them in a separate and special report, stating the 
circumstances of each, and the course, where ne- 
cessary, he would recommend to be pursued ia 
regard to them. 

it might, perhaps, be likewise proper to render 
it a part of the duty of the several departments t0, 
keep a regular annual account in the name of 
each and ai! of the salary officers, and of any other 
persons, whose accounts might at all times be 
satisfactorily stated without recourse to the indi- 
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vidual for vouchers. And it seems evidently 
proper,‘on the other hand, that each and every 
person having money transactions with the Gov- 
ernment should be bound to render at least semi- 
annual accounts, and, where possible, to. make an 
annual settlement in full of all receipts and ex- 
penditures of public moneys which have passed 
through their hands, or under their management. 

To the third, last, and most important class 
-of unsettled balances, belong those of all real de- 
faulters, who either acknowledge themselves to 
besuch, or are found to be so upon a final settle- 
ment of their accounts. It is much to be regret- 
ted that this class of defaulters. should be so 
numerous, and in some instances for considerable 
sums; nor is it less to be regretted that the names 
are found among them of persons of high standing 
and consideration in society. 

The committee, although for reasons already 
mentioned they have declined entering into a 
sttiet and detailed examination of the accounts of 
each individual, or bringing any of them forward 
at the present time, have devoted considerable at- 
tention to, and taken into serious ‘consideration, 
this glass of cases, with a view of devising means 
to lessen the number already existing, and pre- 
vent, as far as possible, if not altogether, the re- 
currence of them in time tv come. A hope that 
the greater experience, and better practical infor- 
mation of the Secretary of the Treasury would 
enable him to come to their aid in promoting 
these desirable objects is, likewise, one of their 
principal inducements for recommending a call 
‘upon him to submit a new and revised financial 
system to Congress at their next session ; and, 
though they are aware that the advanced period 
of the present session will necessarily prevent any 
measure on the subject from being brought to 
maturity at this time, yet the committee deem it 
not amiss to suggest, for the consideration of the 
House, the following provisions as likely to con- 
tribute, in some degree, to prevent such large de- 
faleations in the future receipts and expenditure 
of the public revenues as are fotind on the face of 
many of the unsettled balances. In this view the 
committee respectfully propose: 

That the Comptroller and Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to review and examine 
such cases of doubt, equity, or difficulty, in regard 
to the unsettled balances, as fall under the de- 
scription of the first or second class specified in 
this report, and to dispose of them, either by 
adopting some equitable mode of bringing them 
to a final settlement, or by specially reporting 
them, with their opinions in regard to each par- 
ticular case, to the House, for their further exam- 
ination and ultimate decision in regard to them. 

That the district attorneys, or others, employed 
on behalf of the United States, be required to 
make an annual and detailed report to the Comp- 
troller, by him to be laid before Congress, of their 
proceedings in regard to public defaulters, in their 
respective districts. ` 

That the Heads of the several Departments be 
required to specify, in their annual reports to 
Congress, the names of the persons to whom ad. 


vances of the public moneys, or with whom con- 
tracts have been made, the amount of the sums 
advanced, and the objects for which they were 
advanced; also, the names of their sureties, and 
the amount for which the several sureties are re- 
spectively liable. 

That all collectors of the customs, and all other 
receivers of the taxes, duties, or other public 
moneys whatsoever, be required to pay over week- 
ly, or as frequently as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may direct, to the Bank (or branch bank) of 
the United States, when established and in oper- 
ation, or to such other bank in the town or neigh- 
borhood in which they reside, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may fix on or approve of, all moneys 
which they may have collected or received; pro- 
vided, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, their vicinity to such bank, and other 
circumstances, render it convenient and proper to 
be done. 

That all persons whatever, having pecuniary 
transactions with the Government, be bound to 
furnish quarterly, or at least semi-annual accounts, 
and, where the nature of the case permits, be 
brought to an annual settlement in full. 

That all balances found on settlement to be due 
the Government, which are not paid up in the 
course of three months, be forthwith, and without 
favor or distinction, put into suit; leaving to the 
Comptroller, however, the authority to make such 
exceptions to the general rule as he may, in his 
diseretion, deem necessary and expedient; but, in 
every case where the suit is postponed the Comp- 
troller shall report, at the next session of Con- 
gress, the inducements to, and reasons for, such 
postponement. 

That all jadgments obtained against defaulters 
be rigidly enforced, unless otherwise directed by 
the Comptroller, who shall report, at the ensuing 
session of Congress, all such cases, and the rea- 
sons for granting further indulgence. 

That no defaulter, against whom a balance upon 
settlement of his accounts may be found, be qual- 
ified to receive an appointment to any office of 
trust or profit under the United States, or to ob- 
tain any contract from the Government, until 
such balance be paid up and finally settled. 

That the pay and emoluments of all public offi- 
cers and agents, as far as it can constitutionally 
be done, be retained and appropriated to the dis- 
charge of any balance found upon settlement to 
be due by them, until such balances be finally paid 
and satisfied. 

The committee further submit, and recommend 
for the adoption of the House, the bill accompa- 
nying this report, to establish the office of Ac- 
countant in the Department of State, together 
with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be required, and he is hereby directed, to report, 
at an early period of the next session, whether 
any, and, if any, what modifications or amend- 
ments may be advisable in the present organiza- 
tion of the several Departinents, and especially 
in regard to their pecuniary concerns; and to 
submit such general plan or revised system for 
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their future regulation and management, as may 
in his opinion, be likely to promote economy, and 
responsibility in the receipt and expenditure of 
the public moneys, despatch in the public busi- 
ness, and the public interest in general. 


House or Representatives, 
March 9, 1816. 


Sir: I am directed by the committee appointed 
to “examine generally into the subject of unset- 
tled balances due the United States,” to commu- 
nicate for your consideration certain points or 
matters, concerning which they wish to receive 
information in detail, and to request that you 
will return as early and as full an answer, in re- 
gard to each of them, as circumstances may per- 
mit. The most prominent of these are as fol- 
lows: 

How, and with what checks, are accounts re- 
ceived and settled.at the respective Departments ? 

What are the nature and description of the 
accounts in particular received from the Depart- 
ment of State, and what are the conditions and 
regulations governing their settlement ? 

Are there any defects in the laws establishing 
the respective Departments, in relation to the 
mode of adjusting and settling their accounts re- 
spectively; and, if there be any such defects, 
what provisions suggest themselves by way of 
remedy ? 

In the settlement of accounts is priority given 
at pleasure; or, are they taken up in rotation, and 
according to certain fixed rules? 

Is the period, at which ascertained balances are 
sued, fixed; or, is there any rule, or principle, 
according to which all unsettled balances are in- 
diseriminately sued; or are suits directed and 
postponed, at pleasure, by the Comptroller? In 
the latter case upon what principles are suits 
upon ascertained balances commenced or de- 
ferred ? © 

To what are the large outstanding balances 
to be principally or generally attributed 2 

Do any further checks, penalties, or changes 
in the management of the several Departments 
suggest themselves as likely to remedy, or at 
least lessen, the evils complained of, in regard to 
such numerous and large unsettled balances, or 
to facilitate and render more speedy and easy the 
settlement of accounts in all or either of the De- 
partments ? 

Are the officers receiving salaries, the agents 
of, and contractors with the Government, obliged 
by any law or penalty to render in their ac- 
counts quarterly, annually, or at any specified 
period; or do they render them in at pleasure ? 

Are the same unsettled balances, which appear 
on the first or any subsequent annual report, 
continued to be published in each subsequent 
annual report, unless finally settled ? 

It has been complained of that officers and 
other persons, having accounts to settle with the 
several Departments, are frequently delayed, 
sometimes detained at the Seat of Government 
an unreasonable length of time, at an enormous 


and ruinous expense. If these complaints be not 
altogether groundless, does this detention arise 
from the want of clerks, &c. ; or does any mode 
suggest itself, which would secure a greater fa- 
cility, and an earlier examination and settlement 
of their accounts to persons so attending at the 
Seat of Government? 

Is there any other mode of recovering balances 
due the United States than by suit at law, or 
any penalty attached by law or custom to de- 
faulters? For example: when considerable bal- 
ances appear due by individuals for three years 
and upwards, is it customary, or anything like a 
fixed principle, to suspend them from further 
public agencies, or to refuse to make further con- 
tracts with them ? 

In general, any information or suggestion which 
may be deemed useful, or likely to throw light 
on this subject, either as to the past, or in rela- 
tion to measures hereafter to be recommended, is 
requested. 

With sentiments of great respect, &c., 

BENJAMIN HUGER, Chairman. 

Jos. Anperson, Esq. 


Comptroller of the Treasury. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller’s Office, March 14, 1816, 


Str: Your letter, dated the 9th instant, as 
chairman of the committee appointed to “ exam- 
ine generally into the subject of unsettled bal- 
ances due the United States,” I had the honor to 
receive upon the 11th, andI take leave to present 
my answers to your several questions in the order 
llewin: 

“How, and with what checks, are accounts 
received and settled at the offices of the respec- 
tive Departments ?” 

“ What are the nature and description of the 
accounts in particular received from the Depart- 
ment of State, and what are the conditions and 
regulations governing their settlement 2” 

At the Treasury Department, accounts which 
exclusively belong thereto are received by the 
Comptroller, the Auditor, Commissioner of the 
Land Office, and Commissioner of the Revenue; 
all of which, except those belonging to the Land 
Office, are placed in possession of the Auditor, 
Who states them, and examines and reports them 
to the Comptroller, who revises and finally de- 
cides upon them. The accounts received by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office are 
such only as properly appertain to that depart- 
ment of the Treasury; and they are stated and 
examined by that officer in the manner accounts 
are stated and examined by the Auditor, and are 
reported to the Comptroller, who finally decides 
upon them. When these accounts are thus acted 
upon by the Comptroller, they are sent to the 
office of the Register of the Treasury to be re- 
corded, aud the accounts remain under the care 
of the Register of the Treasury. This mode of 
settlement comprehends all the checks that be- 
long to the whole accounts of the Treasury De- 
partment. 
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Department of State. The accounts received 
from the Department of State, by the accounting 
Officers of the Treasury, are those of Ministers, 
Gonsuls, special agents, messengers, and gener- 
ally all such as relate to foreign intercourse, and 
other pecuniary concerns of that Department. 

Since the year 1801, the settlement of these ac- 
counts, agreeably to an arrangement then made 
‘by the Comptroller, has devolved upon the ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury, under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of State; that is, the 
Secretary of State states the nature and time of 
‘service of the persons employed, the allowance 
to be made for contingent and other: expenses, 
and, in cases where the lawis silent, the compen- 
sation to be received. All the requisite informa- 
tion being possessed by the Secretary, he decides 
-on the principles of settlement, and the officers of 
the Treasury have little more to do than to ar- 
range and give form to the account, to make the 
necessary calculations, and to see that the party 
is charged with all advances or payments on 
account ascertained to have been made to him. 

The accounts of the War and Navy Depart- 
ments aré (or should be) rendered by their re- 
spective agents, contractors, &c., according to 
forms and rules prescribed by the accountants of 
those Departments: when received, they-are set- 
tled without any immediate check. The sums 
admitted to the credit of individuals for supplies, 
services, &c., are entered in the accountants’ 
-books to the debit of the general account of ex- 
penditure to which they belong; each of these 
general accounts is closed at the end of the quar- 
ter by passing its amount to the debit of the Uni- 
ted States, and they, of course, form the debtor 
side of the quarterly account which the account- 
ant transmits, with all his settlements and vouch- 
ers, for revision at the Treasury. If any errors 
are discovered, the accountant is advised of them, 
in order that he may make the necessary correc- 
tions in his book, and hold the parties account- 
able, ..In the revision, thus made, consists nearly 
all the control which the accounting -officers of 
the Treasury possess over. the accounts of those 
Departments. 

lt may be proper to observe that, whenever an 
account is settled by either of the accountants.of 
the War or Navy. Department, and a balance is 
found due from the United States, a warrant is 
issued by the Secretary of the Department, coun- 
tersigned by the accountant, and the money re- 
ceived by the party. -Many items are admitted 
in the accounts, under rules, regulations, and or- 
dinances of the Departments, over which the ac- 
countiog officers of the Treasury do not consider 
themselves as having any control; and, when it 
is considered what a length of time must neces- 
sarily elapse, in consequence of the immense ac- 
cumulation of accounts which now have to pass 
the accounting officers of the Treasury, before any 
control can be exercised, the effects of its utility 
must be very limited. a , 

“In the settlement of accounts is priority given 
at pleasure; or are they taken up in rotation, and 
according to certain fixed rules?” 
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At the Treasury there are no fixed rules as to 
the time of taking up accounts for settlement. 
They are, however, generally taken up according 
to the time at which they are rendered; and, if 
the necessary vouchers. accompany them, they 
are finally acted upon. If vouchers be wanting 
the party is advised thereof by letter, and the 
account suspended until the vouchers be supplied ; 
though it is sometimes found necessary to settle 
the account, asfar. as the vouchers furnished will 
enable the accounting officers to do so, and sus- 
pend the items, not vouched, until vouchers are 
supplied, 

“isthe period at which ascertained balances 
are sued, fixed; or is there any rule or principle 
according to. which all unsettled balances are in- 
discriminately sued; or are suits directed and 
postponed at pleasure by the Comptroller? In 
the latter case, upon what principles are suits 
upon ascertained balances commenced or defer- 
red ? ' 

There is no period fixed at which ascertained 
balances are sued for; sometimes suits are insti- 
tuted immediately upon the balance being ascer- 
tained, according to what may be the circum- 
stance of the case. In important cases the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury is always consulted. In 
minor cases the Comptroller has heretofore been 
governed by his sound discretion, which has been 
regulated by the advice and information of the 
several district attorneys of the United States 
within whose district the debtors might reside. 
This mode has been deemed expedient, because 
more correct and proper information was to be 
expected from them than could be had by any 
other means; but information has been sought 
and sometimes obtained through other channels, 
and in many cases we have not been able to find 
out where the debtor lives; this is one reason 
why a number of suits have not.been brought 
against defauliers. Suits are sometimes con- 
tinued upon the special recommendation cf the 
district attorneys, with a view of obtaining better 
security where the debt is doubtful; and, upon 
that condition, allowing further time for- pay- 
ment, and upon some occasions where the debt 
is secure, and the vigorous prosecution of. the 
suit would ruin the party, indulgence is given. 

“To what are the large outstanding balances 
to be. generally or principally attributed ?” 

By a law passed on the 3d day of.March, 1809, 
it is made the duty of the Comptroller to lay an 
annual statement before Congress of the. ac- 
counts in the Treasury, War, and Navy Depart- 
ments, which may have remained more than 
three years unsettled, or on which balances ap- 
pear to have been due more than three years 
prior to the 30th of September then last past. 
in consequence of this law all the balances found 
due, according to its provisions, were reported 
and the names of the persons upon the annual 
list which have been submitted,. have all been re- 
tained on the respective reports, the Comptroller 
not conceiving himself authorized to discontinue 
the names of any person, except in case where 
the accounts have been paid, or finally settled, 
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which have been but few. The increase of these 
annual lists may be attributed to the delays of 
persons claiming credits, furnishing the necessary 
vouchers to establish such credits as will be seen 
in numerous cases remarked on the list of bal- 
ances; to the tediousness of the legal proceed- 
ings, to returns of balances against officers of the 
Government for moneys advanced, many of 
whom reside abroad, and whose accounts are un- 
avoidably continued open for more than three 
years, 

It is, however, believed that, in many cases, 
nothing is really and justly due from those ap- 
parent debtors, some of whom were salary officers 
who have not rendered their accounts, and have 
been charged with the money they have received 
upon drafts made on account of salary. 

Are the officers receiving salaries the agents 
of, and contractors with, the Government, ob- 
liged, by any law, or under any penalty, to ren- 
der in their accounts quarterly, annually, or at 
any specified period, or do they render them in 
at pleasure ?” 

The several laws, which establish the salaries 
of the officers of Government, authorized the 
compensation to be paid at the Treasury of the 
United States in quarterly payments; and al- 
though there is no positive law which obliges 
any salary officer to render his account quarterly, 
or at any particular period, the law, making the 
salary payable quarterly, implies that the account 
‘ought to be rendered accordingly, and this, I 
learn, has been the constant understanding at the 
Treasury since its organization. The salary offi- 
cers at the Seat of Government render accounts 
quarter yearly for themselves, and the agents of 
salary officers render quarterly accounts for them. 
‘On the adjustment of which accounts, by the 
accounting officers of the Treasury, the amount 
found duc is passed to the credit of the party, and 
a warrant is drawn on the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, and the warrant itself is debited to 
the officer in whose favor it was issued. 

Officers who have an annual salary, and, in 
addition thereto, receive fees, perquisites, and 
emoluments, render their salary accounts quarter- 
ly with their accounts of fees, perquisites, emol- 
uments, and expenditures; collectors of the cus- 
toms quarterly, under a penalty of $1,000, to be 
recovered by suit; and collectors, naval officers, 
and surveyors, render their accounts of emolu- 
ments and expenditures annually under a penalty 
of $500. Collectors of direct taxes and internal 
duties render their accounts quarterly under the 
forfeiture of their official bond, and judgment to 
be entered thereon at the return term, on motion 
in open court by the attorney. From the recent 
establishment of the internal duties no penalty 
has yet occurred. The Receivers of Public 
Moneys, on the sale of lands, are required, by 
law, to render their accounts quarterly. 

The agents of the United States render their 
accounts quarterly, such as agents of the marine 
hospitals, for the payments of invalid pensioners, 
light-houses, &e. 

The contractors with Government render their 


— = 


accounts agreeably to the time and terms speci- 
fied in their respective contracts, or according to 
the rules and regulations which may be estab- 
lished in the different offices where the contracts 
are made. 

“Tt has been complained of that officers and 
other persons having accounts to settle with the 
several Departments are frequently delayed, and 
sometimes detained at the Seat of Government 
an unreasonable length of time at an enormous 
and ruinous expense. If these complaints be not 
altogether groundless, does this detention arise 
from the want of clerks, &c., or does any mode 
suggest itself which would secure a greater facil- 
ity and an earlier examination and settlement of 
their accounts to persons so attending at the Seat 
of Government ?” 

I am warranted in stating that, as a general 
rule, no officer nor other person, having accounts 
to settle at the Treasury Department, who have 
personally attended, with proper vouchers, have 
been detained longer than was absolutely neces- 
sary for their accounts to be fairly examined, and 
pass the usual forms of settlement. 

The accounts of the principal assessors have 
not been acted upon as promptly as other ac- 
counts. The several laws establishing the inter- 
nal revenue, and the instructions given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury upon these laws, have 
both been so differently construed by the respec- 
tive principal assessors, and their accounts dif- 
fering considerably from the view entertained at 
this office of the allowance to which they are 
entitled, that more than usual time is required to 
examine them, and compare the several changes 
and respective statements which have been made, 
with the laws and instructions under which they 
acted. A number of these accounts have also 
been necessarily suspended for want of proper 
vouchers, the assessors advised thereof, and the 
defects stated according to the established prac- 
tice of the office. 

The accounts of the General Land Office are 
greatly in arrears; some of them remain unset- 
tled from seven to ten years. These accounts are 
intricate, and generally very large; from ten to 
fifteen days is required for the best accounting 
clerks to examine one of them. 

Additional clerks have been asked for by sev- 
eral of the Departments, as will be seen in the 
estimate which was presented to Congress by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

“Is there any other mode of recovering bal- 
ances due the United States than by suit at law, 
or any penalty attached by law or custom to de- 
faulters? For example, when considerable bal- 
ances appear due by individuals for three years 
and upwards, is it customary, or anything like a 
fixed principle, to suspend them from further 
public agencies, or to refuse to make further con- 
tracts with them until the old balances are set- 
tled up ?” 

The general mode is by suit; but summary 
process is authorized iu the cases of collectors of 
direct tax and internal duties. The Comptroller 
of the Treasury is authorized, by law, immedi- 
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ately upon a delinquency happening in this case, 
to issue a warrant of distress against the delin- 
quent collector and his sureties. When a public 
agent becomes a real defaulter, or where it ap- 
pears that he is likely to become so to any con- 
siderable amount, the practice has been to remove 
him. Contracts are seldom or never made with 
defaulters who have old balances against them. 
I know of no law, however, upon this subject. 

“Are there any defects in the laws establishing 
the respective Departments, and do any further 
checks, penalties, or changes in the management 
of the several Departments, suggest themselves 
as likely to remedy, or at least lessen the evils 
complained of in regard to such numerous and 
large unsettled balances, or to facilitate and ren- 
der more speedy and easy the settlement of ac- 
counts in all or either of the Departments ?” 

-The several questions here propounded em- 
brace so extensive a field that E cannot, within 
the short time allowed by the call of the com- 
mittee, answer them satisfactorily. 

The honorable committee well know that, at 
the time the present system of accounting was 
formed, the revenue arising from the customs 
-was very limited; there were no internal taxes, 

The Military Establishment was very small, 
and there was not then any Navy Department or 
General Land Office, and thé Post Office ac- 
counts were comparatively few, and, of course, 
the accounts which had to pass the accounting 
officers of the Treasury were but few, and these 
small, in comparison with those which now have 
to pass the form of revision. I, therefore, con- 
ceive, from the immense increase of the busiuess 
of the several Departments, that a considerable 
modification, and some extension of the present 
system of accounting would be required to facil- 
jtate the settlement of accounts, and to render the 
necessary checks in the several Departments more 
prompt aad efficient. 

To present a view commensurate to the object 
which appears to be contemplated by the com- 
mittee, would require time and deliberation, 

“The Comptroller, therefore, respectfully sug- 
gests to the committee, whether their views 
could not be better attained by requiring some 
officer of the Government to prepare a report 
upon this subject, to be laid before Congress at 
an early day of their next session. 

Iam, with great respect, &c. 

JOSEPH ANDERSON. 

Hon. Bensamin Hucer, 

Chairman Com. of Unsettled Balances. 


COMPENSATION TO MINISTERS AND 
© CONSULS. 


[Communicated to the House, April 15, 1816,] 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, April 5, 1816. 
Sin: I have had the honor to receive your let- 
ter of the 28th of March, with a copy of a res- 
olution of.the House of Representatives, in- 
structing the Committee of Ways and Means to 


inquire into the expediency. of increasing the 
annual allowance to the Ministers of the United 
States in foreign countries, and of allowing sala- 
ries to the Consuls of the United States in for- 
eign ports, and requesting such information or 
opinion on the subject as I may be able to com- 
municate. 

Considering it my duty to communicate all 
the information in the possession of the Depart- 
ment, or within its reach, on any public subject 
before the House, which may be desired by the 
committee, I have to add that, in performing that 
duty, I shall always be happy to give, without 
reserve, such opinion as I may have formed on 
the subject. 

On the first part of the resolution, relating to 
the expediency of increasing the compensation 
of our Ministers in foreign countries, there is but 
one opinion among all those who have had the 
best opportunities of acquiring correct informa- 
tion, which is, that the present allowance is alto- 
gether inadequate. In this opinion, especially in 
respect to the principal Courts, I fully concur. 
Representations to this effect having been made 
by several of our Ministers, I annex a copy of 
their communications on the subject; well satis- 
fied Iam that great losses have been sustained 
by those who remained any considerable time 
abroad. 

The members of the diplomatic corps at the 
several Courts of Fiurope live much in the same 
style. Their household establishment, equipage, 
number of their servants, expenses in attending 
Court, of intercourse with each other, and of hos- 
pitality, are, in the most material circumstances, 
similar. The habits and propensities of particular 
members of the corps may increase these expenses 
considerably ; but no degree of economy can re- 
duce them below a certain grade. From the 
nature of our Government, something may be 
spared to our Ministers ia what regards style or 
mere ostentatious display, but in nothing else. 
All the other heavy items are as applicable to 
them as to the Ministers of other Powers. 

Presuming that a view of the compensation 
allowed by the Powers of Europe to their repre- 
sentatives at foreign Courts may serve to give an 
idea of the expense of living there in that char- 
acter, I have annexed a statement of it, as far as 
it has come within my knowledge. one 

Having stated the lacts which are essential in 
this case, it is not necessary, and might be im- 
proper, for me to communicate any opinion as to 
the degree of augmentation which ought to be 
made to the salaries of our Ministers in foreign 
countries. With a knowledge of the facts, every 
member of the committee is as competent to 
judge of the proper augmentation as I can be. 
The United States constitute a distinguished 
member of the great community of nations. 
Their citizens, favored by many important cir- 
cumstances, particularly by the great excellence 
of their Government, enjoy in the highest degree 
all the blessings which can be derived from the 
social compact. It is our duty to perpetuate 
these blessings, and, with that view, to fortify 
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ourselves at every point where danger of any 
kind menaces. Ís it necessary that the United 
States should be represented with foreign Pow- 
ers? That has long ceased’to be a question. 
Shall they maintain a proper station there, not 
assuming. but dignified, such as the géneral ex- 
pectation and common opinion of mankind have 
given them? ‘That has never been a question. 
The character of the country, if not its rank, is 
in some degree affected by that which is main- 
tained by its Ministers abroad. Their utility in 
all the great objects of their mission is essenti- 
ally dependent on it. A Minister can be useful 
only by filling his place with credit in the diplo- 
matic corps, and in the corresponding circle of 
society in the country in which he resides, which 
js the best in every country. By taking the 
proper ground, if he possesses the necessary qual- 
ications, and is furnished with adequate means, 
he will become acquainted with all that passes, 
and from the highest and most authentic sources. 
Inspiring confidence by reposing it in those who 
deserve it, and by an honorable deportment in 
other respects, he will have much influence, es- 
pecially in what relates to hisown country. De- 
prive him of the necessary means to sustain this 
ground, separate him from the circle to which he 
‘belongs, and he is reduced to a cipher. He may 
collect intelligence from adventurers and spies, 
but it will be of comparatively little value; and, 
in other respects, he had’as well not be there. 
On the other part of the resolution—the pro- 
priety of allowing salaries to our Consuls in for- 
eign ports—I have to state that it is deemed ad- 
visable to make such allowance, limited, in the 
commencement, to certain countries, and to the 
metropolis of each. On several of the Govern- 
ments of Europe our citizens have claims to a 
considerable amount still to settle. In many of 
the ports of each Power we ‘have, almost at all 
times, destitute seamen, discharged either from 
our own merchant vessels, or from those of other 
nations into which they had entered. Neither 
of these interests will be duly attended to with- 
out a special agent, with an adequate compensa- 
tion. A Consul is the fittest person to perform 
these duties; and, under the superintendence of 
the Minister, whose business is to settie princi- 
ples, he may with propriety be charged with 
them. Our citizens have claims on Great Brit- 
ain, France, Spain, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Sweden, and Naples; and we have often desti- 
tute seamen in the ports of most of those coun- 
tries, especially Great Britain. These duties must 
be executed with some department of their re- 
spective Governments near which our agents 
must reside. It is therefore proposed to allow 
salaries at this time to our Consuls at London, 
Paris, Madrid, Amsterdam, Copenhagen, and 
Stockholm, at which places the fees of office and 
profits of trade do not afford thema support. As 
special reasons operate in favor of the allowance 
to these places, it is thought advisable to confine 
it to them, without deciding, at this time, on the 
Policy of a general change of the system. That 
turns on other considerations, many of which are 


= 
suggested in Mr. Crawford’s letter. The duties 
which it is proposed to vest in these Consuls 
being of a general nature, and, in regard to sea- 
men, coextensive with the European dominions 


of each Power, it may be useful to give to their 


consular functions a corresponding extent. Such 
an extension of the consular authority in an 
agent residing at the metropolis of the country 
to which he is appointed, and paid by his Gov- 
ernment, would, it is presumed, be found advan- 
tageous to our commerce. It would certainly 
make them more adequate to the other duties 
which it is proposed to assign them. It may 
likewise be observed, in favor of the proposed 
allowance, that the experiment on this scale 
would afford useful light as to the policy of a 
general change of the system, when that subject 
is entered on. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. Wituiam LOWNDES, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means. 
Great Britain allows to an Ambassador— 


At Paris - + - - + £10,000 
A house estimated at - - - 1,000 
Anoutfit - - - - - 5,000 
——-£16,000 
At Vienna, St. Petersburg, and 
Madrid - - = - 10,000 
In lieu of a house - - - 1,000 
Outfit - - - - - 5,000 
16,000 
At Constantinople andthe Hague 9,000 
At the first a house is found 
At the Hague, an allowance of - 1,000 
Outfit, half the salary - - - -4,500 
14,500 
At Berlin and Lisbon- - - 8,000 
A house - - - - - 1,000 
Outfit - - - - - - 4,000 
l 13,000 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary to the 
United States of America - 6,000 
Outfit- - -= - = 3,000 
House - - - - - 500 
9,500 
Naples, same as the United States. 
Stockholm, Munich, and ` Copen- 
hagen, each - - - - 5,000 
Outfit, half the salary + ~- - 2,500 
House - - - - - 500 
8,000 


At Madrid, when I was there in 1805, the com- 
pensation to the French Ambassador was, I under- 
stood, a salary of 45,000 crowns; that to the Por- 
tuguese, 25,000, 

It is understood that the salaries allowed by 
the Emperors of Russia and Austria, and by the 
King of Spain, are of the same grade; and that 
those of Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, and Holland, 
though lower than are given by the prineipa 
Powers, are higher than those given by the Uni- 
ted States. A distinction is made between the 
salaries of Ambasadors and Envoys Extraordinary 
and Ministers Plenipotentiary; to the principal 
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Courts Ambassadors are, for the most part, sent by 
the great Powers, and not Envoys Extraordinary 
and Ministers Plenipotentiary. 


Wasuincton, April 5, 1816. 


Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 3d instant, enclosing 
the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
instructing the Committee of Ways and Means 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
annual allowance of Ministers of the United States 
at foreign Courts, and allowing annual salaries to 
the Consuls of the United States at foreign ports. 
In reply to your request for the communication 
of such information on that subject as my late 
residence abroad will enable me to furnish, I 
have the honor to state that, from my own ex- 
perience, I am convinced that a considerable in- 
crease to the present allowance to our Ministers 
at London and Paris is highly expedient. From 
every circumstance which has come to my knowl- 
edge, the Court of St. Petersburg ought to be em- 
braced by the proposed measure. The enclosed 
extract of a letter from Mr. Erving will show the 
propriety of extending the measure to the Court 
of Spain. 

Annexed is a statement of the salaries of foreign 
Ministers at the different Courts of Europe as far 
as they have come within my knowledge. 

The propriety of allowing annual salaries to 
the Consuls of the United States presents a ques- 
tion of more difficult solution. At present, the 
inducement to seek the appointment of Consul is 
the advantage which it confers in the prosecution 
of foreigu trade. American Consuls are generally 
able to enter into partnership with the most re- 
spectable mercantile houses in the ports where 
they reside, without bringing anything into the 
firm except those advantages. It is manifest, 
therefore, that the strongest temptation will be 
presented to render their official acts subservient 
to the commercial interests of their foreign part- 
ners, Jt is more than probable that many of the 
abuses which were known to exist during the late 
European war, in relation to American papers, 
and which were seized as the pretext for the un- 
principled spoliations committed by the belliger- 
ents upon American commerce, originated from 
this source. This view of the subject presents 
some inducement toallow American Consuls an- 
nual salaries, and for prohibiting them from all 
participation in trade. But the salary must be 
considerable, or it will be no equivalent for the 
restriction which ought to be imposed upon them. 
The commerce of the United States is now prose- 
cuted in almost every part of the world. The 
number of Consuls necessary for the protection 
of this commerce would, with competent salaries, 
involve a very great annual expense. To allow 
salaries to none but the Consuls of the capitals of 
each maritime State would not remove the evil, 
because, in many cases, the capital is not the 
principal trading city of the country; and even 
where it is, there are, in every case, other trading 
cities in the same State where abuses may be 


committed to the same extent. To reduce the 
number of Consuls, and to compel vessels, whe- 
ther American or foreign, to have their papers 
authenticated by them, in order to obtain admit- 
tanceinto an American port, would present a temp- 
tation to foreign nations to make the same regula- 
tion with regard to American ports, which might 
give to the ports of one State an advantage over 
those of another; but this regulation would be no 
radical remedy of the evil intended to be removed. 
The prosecution of commerce under surreptitious 
papers is carried on most securely in ports which 
are not much frequented. It is generally carried 
on between the ports of foreign States,and not 
between foreign ports and those of the United 
States. These abuses will occur more extensively 
in time of European wars than in peace, and will 
not fail to produce great embarrassments to the 
fair and legitimate commerce of the United States. 
There is, however, some reason to believe that 
the appointment of a Consul General to each of 
the principal commercial States, with a compe- 
tent salary, invested with power to superintend 
the conduct of the other Consuls, and to make 
general regulations for their Government, subject 
to the sanction of the President, might be found 
beneficial. Residing at the capital, and carrying 
on an active correspondence with the different 
ports of the country, abuses would be more likely 
to be discovered and corrected than at present, 
If it shall be deemed expedient to‘give them an- 
nual salaries, a fund might be created by levying 
a small tonnage duty upon all American vessels 
which enter forcign ports. Where the duty col- 
lected in a port exceeds the salary, the surplus 
might be paid over to another Consul in the same 
State, where there was a deficiency. 
This mode of compensation might be adopted, 
whether salaries are allowed or not; and there is 
but little doubt that it would be received as an 
equivalent for the right of carrying on trade. In 
this case, a minimum ought to be fixed. The 
surplus might be applied in aid of those whose. 
emoluments were the most below that maximum. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. James Monroes, Secr’y of State. 


Minister of France in the United States, 15,000 
crowns. 

The samc to the third rate Powers in Europe. 

To the secondary Powers in Europe, 25,000 
crowns. 

Ambassadors to the latter Courts, 50,000 crowns. 

Ministers Plenipotentiary to the principal Eu- 
ropean Courts, viz: London, Vienna, St. Peters- 
burg, and Constantinople, the same as Ambassa- 
dors at the secondary Court. i 

Under the Emperor, Ambassadors at the latter 
Courts were not limited in their expense. 

English Ambassadors at Paris, £10,000, 

English Ambassadors at Lisbon, £8,000. 


Extract of a letter from George W, Erving to the 
Hon. William H. Crawford. 


“ The raising” of the salary there [St. Peters« 
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burg.] would, I presume, be very proper, who- 
ever might gu; the including London and Paris 
in this liberal arrangement may also be proper; 
but why do they exclude Madrid? It is true 
that nobody has made any noise about the dear- 
ness Gf living at Madrid, for nobody has been 
there for ten years but myself, and, before my 
time, raising salaries was never contemplated as 
possible. Ina great many points of view, Madrid 
may be considered as the most important mis- 
sion; it is at this time the most difficult and la- 
borious, and has the greatest and most delicate 
responsibility belonging to it; ought it in that 
view to be placed on a footing with Holland, 
Naples, Sweden, and Brazil? As to expense, I 
would undertake to prove that it is at least twenty- 
five per cent. dearer than London or Paris. The 
causes of this difference are evident; almost every- 
thing of superior excellence must be brought 
from France or England; no one attempts to live 
upon what is to be found in Spain; from the na- 
ture of society there, the corps diplomatique is 
necessarily crowded in upon itself; it makes its 
own society. This occasions a perpetual round 
of diplomatic dinners and entertainments, which 
are not to be avoided; for the same reason, all 
foreigners of distinction who arrive there are in 
some sort, as at Constantinople, dependent upon 
their Ministers for society; they are regularly 
introduced to such member of the corps diplo- 
matique, and must be as regularly invited, &c. 
These, t10 say nothing of the change of residence, 
augment the expenses of a Minister terribly ; in 
fine, he cannot retire—he must be always in evi- 
dence; and the more splendid, because he has to 
compete as it were with the grandees. Add to 
all these solid considerations, that it is a place; in 
every view, of malaisé, and, as I have found it 
heretofore, it may be again a post of personal 
danger. I do not write to the Secretary of State 
or the President on this matter, because I have 
made a general rule of never pressing upon them 
money considerations. 


From the Hon. H. Clay to the Secretary of State. 
Wasuincton, April, 5, 1816, 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 3d instant. 

During my residence in Europe, my place of 
abode was so frequently changed, and it having 
been, moreover, principally at provincial towns, 
that Lam not able to furnish much information on 
the subject of your letter, derived from my own 
personal experience. 1 was in London rather 
more than three months, aud, expensive as I had 
previously understood that city to be, I found it 
in that respect greatly exceeding all my anticipa- 
tions: and yet I kept no house, and was certainly 
not extravagant in my personal expenses. 

My opinion of the style in which an American 
Minister ought to live is, that avoiding the mean- 
ness which provokes ridicule, and the ostentation 
which challenges observation, it should be one of 
neat simplicity, regulated by the habits of society 
in the country where he resides, and admitting 


of the return of civilities and the dispensation to 
our respectable countrymen of expected hospital- 
ity. I believe the present salary wholly inade- 
quate to sustain the expenses of such a style of 
living at most, if not all, the foreign Courts at 
which we have Ministers. 

I can communicate to you no information of 
the salarics allowed by other Powers to their 
Ministers at foreign Courts, nor as to the propri- 
ety of allowing salaries to our Consuls. 

I am, sir, with great respect, &c. 

H. CLAY. 


Fie aco emt Ne 


The Hon. James MONROE., 


Extract of a letter from Mr Barlow to the Secretary 
of State, dated 


Paris, Nov. 21, 1811, 


I need not tell you how necessary it is to raise 
the salary if you do not mean either to ruin your 
Minister or injure your affairs. A man in this 
situation must either spend double his salary, or 
keep himself excluded entirely from society and 
from his duty. I naturally and habitually love 
simplicity, and have an aversion to luxury; but 
my duty requires that, in this respect, 1 should 
give up my own taste. Iam determined, while 
I stay, to do my duty; and, to do this, I must 
spend at least fifteen (probably eighteen) thou- 
sand dollarsa year. In this way I cannot stand it 
long, and you cannot expect to find many men 
in our country who are at once willing and able 
to do it, and who are fit for the place. 

Pardon the frankness with which I speak on a 
subject on which I may appear more selfish than 
I really am, for I feel myself impelled to it by a 
sense of duty, and Lam not without hopes that 
you will likewise feel ita part of your duty to 
use your influence to set this matter right. 


Extracts from Mr. Adams’s letters to the Secretary of 
State 


Lonpon, July 31, 1815. 
It is needless to say to you, or to any person 
having been in the same capacity here, that the 
annual salary of an American Minister is insufli- 
cient to support a man with a family—I say not 
in the style of high official rank, but in the decency 
becoming a private gentleman. 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1815, 
An experience of the expense of living here for 
upwards of four mouths even under all the priva- 
tions to which I bave submitted, has confirmed 
mein the desire to be recalled as carly in the 
Spring as the President may find it convenient 
to replace me, if, upon the construction of the 
law, the Legislature should refuse an appropria- 
tion for the outfit. 
January 9, 1816. 
With every expedient of economy that find 
possible, Į am living at an expense which, at the 
end of two years from my arrival in this country, 
would more than absorb the whole salary for 
pore two years, even with the allowance for the 
outfit. 
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A very few years’ residence here must involve | have the honor to transmit the enclosed docu- 
my own affairs beyond all power of redemption. į ments. 

In addition to the sum advanced to the State 
of Virginia by the Paymaster General, the sum 
of four hundred thousand dollars has been paid 
to that State, for expenses incurred by the em- 
ployment of the militia in its defence. The 
claims of that State have been admitted on the 
ground that the Governor of Virginia was in- 
vested with discretionary power, by the War 
Department, to call forth the militia in such 
numbers as the emergency should require, and 
that the force actually employed was, at that 
time, not believed by the Secretary of War to be 
excessive. Jt is now believed that the number 
of militia kept in service, when compared with 
that called into the field by the President for the 
defence of Baltimore, against the same hostile 
force, which could be brought to act against the 
capital of Virginia from various points, was not 
beyond what the emergency required. The 
force here referred to, and the expense intended 
to be sanctioned, are those which the letter of 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Adams to the Secretary 
of State. 

January 4, 1816. 
It is very desirable that some general revision 
of the consular establishments should be made, 
and some regular system concerning them be 
sanctioned by law. For the port of London a 
provision for the compensation of the Consul 
must be made. or the office must be given to some 
wealthy merchant established in the city, to whom 
it may be acceptable for the facilities of business 
which he may derive from it. Colonel Aspinwall 
cannot hold it long without a salary, or without 
a commercial establishment connected with it, 

and upon which alone he must rely for support. 
In one of his late letters to me, (a copy of which 
has been transmitted to you,) Mr. Beasley expresses 
the conviction that the provision made by the 
laws of the United States for the relief of indi- 


gentand destitute seamen in foreign ports is liable 
to great abuse. The late and present excessive 
numbers of persons claiming the benefit of it, both 
at London and Liverpool, afford confirmations of 
that opinion; bat, on the other hand, it is obvious 
that, with the increase of our commerce and navi- 
gation, the casualties incident to them must have 
proportionably multiplied. The opportunities 
and the chances of imposition must also be much 
greater, and require more caution to be guarded 
against in Eugland than in any other country; 
and I believe it will be uniformly found, in a time 
of general European peace, that the duty of afford- 
ing relief to the objects of this class really entitled 
to it, and that of discriminating between them 
and the impostors who would prey upon the fund 
allotted to this honorable purpose, will be the 
most arduous and important obligation of an 
American Consul. * * * Mr. Bourne, the Con- 
sul at Amsterdam, has also lately written to me 
on the same subject, and complains of similar 
charges. Hisclaims for particular compensation 
to himself for his long services there, have been 
often made known to the Government. 

The directcommerce between the United States 
and the port of London is comparatively small. 
The number of American vessels which come to 
it is inconsiderable. ‘The official emoluments 
from year’s end to year’s end will not pay office 
rent and the wages of a single clerk. If the sup- 
port and and reconveyance to the United States 
of destitute seamen be made the duty of the Con- 
sul, some provision for the pay meut of the neces- 
sary expenses of this service raust be made. 


MILITIA CLAIMS. 


[Communicated to the House, March 12, 1816.] 


DeparTMENT or War, March 7, 1816. 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 21st ultimo, I 


the Commissioners, and the statement of the Ad- 
jutant Gencral of that State, herewith enclosed, 
exhibit. 
Rhode Island have been sanctioned, because they 
are founded upon expenses actually incurred upon 
militia called out under the authority of the 
United States, or had received the sanction of 
that authority after they were called into service. 
The claims exhibited by Delaware and New 
Hampshire have been suspended until evidence 
shall be produced to show that the emergency 
was such as to require the service without wait- 
ing the intervention of the Executive authority 
of the Onion. 


The claims of North Carolina and 


The State of New York has exhibited claims 


for arms and ammunition furnished the militia, 
or captured by the enemy in our military depots 5 
and also for additional pay allowed their militia 
when in the public service. 
ginia embrace items of the former, and that of 


The claims of Vir- 


New Hampshire of the latter character. No de- 
cision has been made upon these claims; but it 
is believed that the powers of the Department do 
not extend to their liquidation and admission, 
without further Jegal provision for that purpose. 

It is believed that no other State has presented 
any specific claim for money expended upon mili- 
tia service during the war; but it is proper to 
stale, that in the correspondence between the 
Governor of Massachusetts and the Secretary of 
War, it was distinctly declared, that reimburse- 
ment would not be made of any expenses incurred 
upon militia called into service by State author- 
ity, with the declared intention of excluding the 
authority of the United States over such militia 
force. 

Time and reflection, so far from having changed 
the opinion then formed, have tended only to 
strengthen and confirm it. The several States 
have a right, in time of war, to raise and main- 
tain regular troops: more strongly have they the 
right to employ their miltia in military opera- 
tions, where it can be done without infringing 
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the rights of the National Executive over the The amount claimed by the State of Penn- 
same force. But it never can be admitted, that | sylvania is $268,556 82, 

éxpenses incurred by raising and supporting regu-| The amount claimed by the State of North 
lar troops can bea charge against the nation; | Carolina is $56,513 204. 

and it is equally clear, that expenses incurred| The amount claimed by the State of Delaware 
upon militia service, under State authority, with | is $30,619 79. 

the declared intention of directing and controlling | The amount claimed by the State of New 
that force to the exclusion of the authority, can | Hampshire is $64,552 20. : 

form no such charge. Noclaims of this nature) These claims have not yet been acted upon de- 
will be recognised by the Executive branch of the | finitively in this office, that part which relates to 
Government, unless provision shall be made by j services referring itself in the first instance tothe 


law for that purpose. Paymaster of the Army, whose duty it is to dis- 
1 have the honor to be, your most obedient, and | charge all claims in relation to the pay of the 
very humble servant, militia, and thereafter report them to this office, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. | which has not yet taken place. What portion of 

Hon: Henry Cray, Speaker. these claims have been sanctioned by proper au- 


OU can anly E ascertained on settlement. 
Het Aa t is not recollected that any claims of the re- 
P y A a spective States have been presented at this office, 
y HOO. A3, 202+ | which have been rejected or allowed, and conse- 

Sin: I have the honor to state, in relation to | quently no information can be furnished by me, 
the resolution of the honorable the House of Rep- | in relation to that part of the resolution. 
resentatives directing the Secretary of War to! I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
lay before the House, : your obedient servant, i 

Ist. A statement of the expenses incurred for TOBIAS LEAR. 
the services of the militia called forth by author-| The Hon. W. H. Crawrorp. 
ity of the United States during the late war. 

2d. Statement of the accounts which have 
been exhibited, and claims which have been _ _ Army Pay OPTICE, 
made, by the respective States for services render- Washington City, Feb. 27, 1816. 
ed by the militia of said States, when called forth The Paymaster of the Army, to whom has 
with or without such authority, together with the į been referred the resolution passed in the House 
sums which have been paid, and the accounts and | of Representatives on the 21st ultimo, has the 
claims which have been allowed therefor, and in | honor to report: 
case the claims of any State or States have been} That sufficient data to enable him to ascertain, 
rejected or allowed, to state the grounds of such | with a due degree of precision, the amount of 
rejection or allowance, designating for what ser- | “ expenses incurred for the services of the militia 
vices, and to what States respectively such sums | called forth, by authority of the United States, 
have been paid, or accounts allowed, and desig- | during the late war,” are not within his reach. 
nating also such items of claims as have been re-| That from the immethodiea!l manner in which 
jected in the cases where the calls were made by | the services have, on some occasions, been per- 
authority of the United States, and the grounds | formed, many claims doubtless exist that have 
of such rejection. not yet made their appearance in a specific form ; 

That, in regard to the first clause of the reso- | some detachments have been called into service 
lution, the accounts of expenditures during the | and discharged therefrom without ever having 
war have not been kept in a manner to designate | been mustered, whilst the muster-rolls of others 
what amount has been expended for militia, dis- | are so very imperfect as to render it utterly im- 
tinct from the regular army. According to the | possible to act on them and make payments. 
directions contained in the act of the 3d March, That many claims are paid, the accounts of 
1809, “further to amend the several acts for the which have, in company with those of the regu- 
establishment and regulation of the Treasury, | lar army, been rendered to this office, and are in 
‘War, and Navy Departments,” accounts of ex- | a due course of examination aud final settlement ; 
penditures are kept, under each specific appro- but, from their great magnitude, and from the 
priation made for militia, after the year 1812; the | laborious task this office necessarily has to per- 
whole expenses of the Military Establishment, | form, more time and more labor will be required 
including militia, having been included in the] to get through with the whole. 
same appropriation, the expenditures have been The many claims, toa vast amount, are nowin 
made, and the accounts kept correspondently actual train of adjustmentand payment, through- 
with the appropriations. out the whole country, from appropriations made 

As it regards the other sections of the resolu- | during tie present session of Congress. 
tions, I have to state that claims have been ex-] That the manner in which the appropriations 
hibited to this office by the States of Pennsylva-) have, for a few years past, been made by Con- 
nia, Virginia, and North Carolina, Delaware and | gress, did not require a separate and distinct ac- 
New Hampshire. count of expenditures upon militia to be kept 

The amount claimed by the State of Virginia | from those of the regular army ; and indeed, if 
is $1,029,319 95. it had been required, the nature of the service, 


i 
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It is to be understood that the foregoing state- 
ment relates to such services of militia only, as 
have been performed in virtue of orders issued 
by the Executive of the United States, or being 
performed without those orders, have been recog- 
nised by that authority, and payments sanctioned 
accordingly. 

That so far as relates to expenditures by States 
themselves upon their own militia, independent 
of the sanction or authority of the General Gov- 
ernment, the Paymaster of the Army is in pos- 
session of no official information. It is true, 
however, that two claims partly of this character 
have, not long since, been presented here, and 
advances, by special direction of the honorable 
the Secretary of War, have been made by me 
upon them: one to the State of Virginia, of two 
hundred thousand dollars, and another to the 
State of Rhode Island, of not quite twenty-two 
thousand dollars; but then these services were, 
as I understood, recognised by the United States, 
so that they partook but in part of the nature of 
those alluded to, namely, that they have been 
paid from the funds of those States, respectively, 
which, when the services were thus recognised, 
the United States were bound to reimburse. 

Respectfully, 

ROBERT BRENT, Paymaster. 

Hon. Wituram H. CRAWFORD, 

Secretary of War, 


Wasuinoton, D. C., Jan. 14, 1815. 

Sir: This note has been delayed by the expect- 
ation of some explanatory documents from Rich- 
mond. We have now the honor of submitting 
to you the grounds on which we expect the Pres- 
idenv’s sanction to the calls of militia which were 
made by the Governor of Virginia for the defence 
of Richmond in August and September, 1814; 
being the only calls, as we understand, of the 
propriety of which a doubt is entertained, in the 
Department of War. 

It is to be remembered that Richmond is as- 
sailable by the channels both of York and James 
rivers, within eight and forty hours after the en- 
emy’s squadron shall have entered our Capes. 
Arnold, during the Revolutionary war, had that 
city in flames, within twenty-four hours after the 
first notice of his approach. Heuce the utter im- 
practicability. of announcing the approach to the 
President, and receiving his instructions in time 
to call forth the militia to an effectual defence. 
The enemy could have entered Richmond before 
an express could return from Washington. Hence 
itis obvious, that against a maritime enemy, like 
Great Britain, a place so situated is defensible in 
only one or two modes, either by keeping a stand- 
ing force before it, equal to any force which the 
enemy could lead to the assault, or by vesting the 
Executive of the State with the discretionary 
power of calling forth the militia in such num- 
bers as to meet the particular emergency, what- 


r We do not say that any 
instruction to this effect was given to the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia previously to the calls in the 
month of August; but the letters of the Secretary 
of War to the Governor of Virginia immediately 
thereafter, and indeed almost contemporaneously, 
do, in the most explicit manner, ratify that course 
of action; and a subsequent ratification, we un- 
derstand, is equal to a prior command. Thus, in 
the Secretary’s letter of the 3lst of August, (here- 
with, numbered 1,) written after the destruction 
of Washington, he announces the descent of the 
enemy’s barges down the Patuxent, and the rea- 
son given for the communication is, because it 
might havea bearing on the Governor’s arrange- 
ments for his section of the country; but what 
those arrangements were to be, instead of being 
defined, is left exclusively to the discretion of the 
Governor. The same gentleman, in his letter 
of the next day, (September 1, No. 2,) apprizes 
the Governor that Richmond was known to be 
one of the enemy’s objects, and closes his letter 
with these emphatic words: “Be on your guard, 
prepared at every point, and in all circumstances, 
to repel the invaders.” In what light is it possi- 
ble to construe these words, but as a clear and 
explicit recognition of the principle that the Gen- 
eral Government placed the defence of the State 
of Virginia and its metropolis at the discretion of 
its Governor? The letter, of which we have 
just quoted an extract, was followed by the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation of the 3d of September, call- 
ing, in terms which no American bosom could 
resist, upon all officers, civil and military, and 
upon the nation, to rise to arms, and exterminate 
the ferocious and sanguinary invaders. 

The effect of such a proclamation on sucha 
State as Virginia will be easily conceived by 
you, sir, when you come to re-persue the terms 
of the proclamation and bear in mind the char- 
acter of the State which you so well kuow. The 
shock was electric and universal. The common- 
wealth rose en masse. Her mountains, fields, and- 
forests, poured forth their armed multitudes, who 
rushed from all directions to surround and cover 
their metropolis from British outrage and pollu- 
tion, and chastise the insolence which bad just 
triumphed over Washington. It was, no doubt, 
the presence. of this numerous concourse at Rich- 
mond, or upon their march to it from the country, 
which has produced the impression that the Gov- 
ernor had made an indiscreet use of the power of 
defence with which he was intrusted. But this 
is not the fact. The concourse of which we 
have spoken forms no part of the charge which 
we now have against the United States. ‘hey 
were not keptinarms. Their services were not 
accepted. lt was, indeed, with infinite difficulty, 
and infinite address on the part of the Governor, 
and with the most painful reluctance, and even 
tears of regret on theirs, that the generous impulse 
which had brought them together could be so far 
repressed as that they could be prevailed upon to 
return to their homes, and trust the defence and 
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honor of the State to the troops which the Goy- 
ernor had already embodied. But they did re- 
turn; the sense of duty and order, which forms a 
no less honorable part of their character than 
their ardor of patriotism, prevailing over every 
consideration of personal feeling. 

The next direction which the Governor re- 
ceived from the Department of War, was the 
Secretary’s letter, herewith, (No. 3,) of the 6th 
of September, announcing that the enemy had 
received a reinforcement at the mouth of Patux- 
ent, that the united squadrons were descending 
the bay, that Richmond was onc of their objects, 
and repeating again the solemn injunction, “be 

repared to meet the enemy.” Thus, in every 
instance, the Governor of Virginia is thrown by 
the General Government upon his own energies 
and own judgment, without any notification of 
the enemy’s strength, or the quantum of resist- 
ance which it would be expedient for him to call 
into the field. 

To meet the advance guard, as it may be called. 
of the same enemy, the President of the United 
States, acting with the advice of his council, had 
made a call in the month of June or July, unless 
we are misinformed, of fifteen thousand men. 
To meet the united squadrons at Baltimore, we 
are advised that from eighteen to twenty thousand 
men were called to the defence of that place. 
To meet the same enemy, at the same crisis, the 
Governor of Virginia had never in the field more 
than between eleven and twelve thousand men. 

We hand you, herewith, the several general 
orders calling out troops on the occasion of the 
first approach of the enemy within our Capes, as 
also after the fall of Washington, numbered 4, 5, 
and 6, and submit it with confidence to your judg- 
ment, whether these calls can be considered as 
indiscreet. Whether you take the standard of 
the call for Washington, or that for Baltimore ; 
or consider the accessibility of Richmond, by the 
channels either of York or James river, and the 
consequent necessity of guarding, with equal 
strength, both those avenues of approach—of 
guarding them, too, with raw militia against 
veteran and highly disciplined troops, inured to 
victory ;—it seems very clear that those calls, if 
censurable at all, are rather censurable for their 
moderation than their excess. 

To these documents, we will add only a letter 
from the Secretary of War, of the 2ist Septem- 
ber, written with a full knowledge of all our 
preparations, and when they were at the highest; 
in which letter, so far is he from censuring the 
magnitude of those preparations, that he is con- 
sidered thereby as having approved and sanc- 
tioned them. If this construction be right, there 
will be no occasion, we trust, of giving you any 
further trouble on this branch of the claims of 
Virginia for reimbursement. 


Weare, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
WILLIAM WIRT, 
JOHN CHEW. 


Hon. Wm. H. CRAWFORD, 
Secretary of War. 
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It is difficult to ascertain the number of the 
troops on any given day previous to the 15th of 
September. Many of them were discharged im- 
mediately upon their arrival, and before they were 
organized upon any regular plan, or reports could 
be received from them. This was particularly 
the case with the cavalry. Of this species of force 
it was found that the Governor’s proclamation 
and the general orders of the 26th of August had 
brought into the field a larger proportion than 
was necessary ; consequently, on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, seventeen troops were discharged, of 
which eight were volunteers, and the residue 
draughts. 

Captain Prosser’s troop of cavalry was called 
into service on the 26th August, and performed 
vidette duty between Richmond and Washington 
City until the 10th of September, when it was 
discharged. 

Colonel Boykin took the field on the 29th of 
August, with about eight hundred men, and con- 
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and the shores of York and James river, together 
with such points of our maritime frontier as 
could be protected .by that force ; due regard be- 
ing had to the safety of the Metropolis. i 
The situation of the other exposed parts of Vir- 
ginia will be seen by an examination of the letters 
from the commanding officers in those parts. 


G. W. GOOCH, Adj. Gen., Va. 


No. 1. 
War DEPARTMENT, Aug. 31, 1814. 


Sır: We have this moment received informa- 
tion, the correctness of which is not doubted, that 
the enemny evacuated Nottingham yesterday, at 
10 o'clock. The barges moved down about 4 
oclock. It is believed that they embarked from 
Benedict last evening and this morning. I give 
this notice for your information as early as possi- 
ble, as it may have a bearing on your arrange- 
ments for the defenceof yoursection of the country. 

I have the honor to be your Excellency’s most 
obedient servant, JAMES MONROE. 

His Ex’cy, J. Barsour, 

Governor of Virginia, Richmond. 


No. 2. 
War Department, Sept. 1, 1814. 


Sir: The enemy have embarked on board their 
vessels on the Patuxent, and will, as I presume, 
in execution of their desolating system, proceed 
immediately to some other of our principal towns. 
Richmond is known to be one on which they 
have fixed their attention; Norfolk and Balti- 
more are others. Against which they will move, 
in the first instance, will probably not be known, 
until they land their men in a marked direction 
towards it. 

Be on your guard, prepared at every point, and 
in all circumstances, to repel the invaders. 

I have the honor tode your obedient servant, 

JAMES MONROE. 

The Governor of the 

State of Virginia, Richmond. 

A copy of the original. 

G. W. GOOCH, Adj. Gen., Va. 


No, 2. 
Department oF War, Sept. 6, 1814. 


Sır: Lam sorry to inform you that the ene- 
my’s squadron has passed our battery, at the 
White House, on the Potomac river. It was im- 
possible to collect such a number of heavy pieces, 
in the present state of affairs here, as to pre- 
veut it. 

The fleet which had descended the Patuxent, 
with the troops on board, lately employed against 
this city and a reinforcement since received, which 


| your obedient servant 


had paused at the mouth of that river, on account, 
as was supposed, of the detention of this squad- 
ron, descended the bay yesterday, either for the 
Potomac or some other object lower down the bay. 
As it doubtless will immediately know that the 
squadron has passed our battery, it may proceed 
to sach other object ; which must be, I presume, 
if it has one in the bay, either Norfolk or Rich- 
mond, 

I hasten to give you this intelligence, that you 
may be prepared to meet the enemy, should they 
present themselves at either place. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your 
obedient servant, JAMES MONROE. 


His Ex’cy the GOVERNOR or VIRGINIA. 


No. 4. 


Department or War, Sept. 19, 1814. 

Sir: The enemy has passed down the bay, out 
of sight, below Annapulis. It may be presumed 
that they will attack either Richmond or Norfolk. 

The force collected near Richmond is, I trust, 
fully adequate to its defence. 

Norfulk, General Porter writes me, is not so 
well prepared. Cannot sume additional force be 
thrown in to its aid? I fear the reinforcement 
from North Carolina will not arrive there in time. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 


JAMES MONROE. 
His Ex’cy the GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA. 


War Department, Oct. 6, 1814, 

Sir: For the expenditure attending the militia 
who have been called into the service of the Uni- 
ted States by this Department, or the commander 
of the military district No. 5, the United States 
are regularly chargeable. 

For any advances made by the State of Vir- 
ginia, for the support of such troops, reimburse- 
ment is of course due. 

No call of the militia, except in the modes above 
stated, is obligatory on the United States. In the 
case under consideration, it is true, that the call 
made by the Executive of the State was notified 
to this Government, with a request that the mili- 
tia might be taken into the service of the United 
States. This, however, does not remove the ob- 
jection to the right in a State, at its discretion, 
to subject the United States to such expenses. 

The President ts aware that the predatory in- 
cursions of the enemy, and the menace of a more 
serious attack on tie principal cities along our 
seaboard, made an extra call of militia, in certain 
cases, necessary. Whether the troops which were 
called into service by the Executive of Virginia, 
for the defence of Richmond,are more than were 
necessary for the purpose, is a question which 
could not be immediately decided: it will be 
attended to as soon as circumstances will admit. 
In making the decision, regard must be had to 
just principles, taking into view similar claims of 
other States, 

For the present, lam authorized to state that 
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one hundred thousand dollars will be advanced 
to: the Executive, on account of money paid by it 
in support of the troops in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, in the first instance, and the balance 
on account of the other claims alluded to, which 
are hereafter to be adjusted. i 

On the proposition to take the militia now as- 
sembled for the defence of Richmond into the 
service of the United States, I have to state that 
it will be acceded to as to four thousand of these 
troops, provided the Executive of the State should 
be of opinion that they may be, in the present 
less menacing posture of the enemy, spared from 
their present service, to be employed between this 
and Baltimore, in lieu of a like number lately 
called from the State for that purpose. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 


your obedient servant, 
JAMES MONROE. 
Hon. CHARLES Everett, 


CLAIM FOR PRIZE MONEY. 


[Communicated to the Senate, December 28, 1815.] 
Wasuineton, Dec. 20, 1815. 

Sır: In support of the petition presented to the 
honorable the Senate of the United States, and 
referred to their honorable Naval Committee, 
praying remuncration to those interested, for the 
captures made by the late United States brig 
Argus, under the command of my late brother 
William H. Allen. I have the honor to present, 
herewith, a letter from Benjamin Homans, Esq., 
of the Navy Department, to me, with a chart of 
the track of the Argus, and a list of the vessels 
she captured, &c., and the documents that were 
found on board those vessels. 

The chart shows the course of the Argus from 
L’Orient, up the western coast of Ireland, into the 
river Shannon, and thence round into St. George’s 
Channel, where she was captured. The red let- 
ters on the list of vessels indicate the time and 
place of their capture on the chart. 

it appears, upon examination, that no invoices 
were found on board the captured vessels; those 
appertaining to the vessels bound coastwise were 
probably sent overland by mail; but I am unable 
to account for the absence of the others ; the bills 
of lading that were signed were probably likewise 
sent by mail; and the bills of lading and custom- 
house documents herewith, are the only or chief 
means by which an estimate of the value of the 
cargoes can be formed. Lieutenant Watson, of 
the Argus, on his return from England to this 
country, delivered at the Navy Department a re- 
port respecting the value, &c., of these vessels 
and their cargoes, which he estimated at about 
three millions of dollars, as will be seen by reter- 
ring to the letter from Mr. Homans. I cannot 
find this report, and Licutenant Watson is absent 
from this country. His means of ascertaining 
their value from the officers of the capiured ves- 
sels, and while in England, were much greater 


than the papers presented herewith alone afford; 
but, unwilling to overrate the amount, and in order 
to make adequate allowance for such an error, 
should there be any in this report, I have thought 
best to state the sum in the petition at five hund- 
red thousand dollars less than is expressed in his 
report. 

I made application at the Navy Department for 
the log-book of the Argus, which, perhaps, con- 
tains some information of Importance on the sub- 
ject, but it has not yet been found; as soon as it 
is discovered, I shall beg leave to add the evidence 
it may afford to that presented now. 

Some of the vessels taken were very valuable, 
and among them were those from the West Indies. 
The cargo of the Bedford alone (with Irish linen, 
&c., from Dublin for London) would have brought 
in this country nearly one million of dollars. 

I have not been able to ascertain of what kind 
or quality were the goods chiefly composing the 
cargo of the brigantine Ann; but they were most 
probably linen manufactures, and, if fine. were 
very valuable. I have written to ascertain their 
character from Dennison, the Purser of the Ar- 
gus, who is at Baltimore. The schooner Matilda 
and ship Betsey were the vessels recaptured by 
the enemy. 

The schooner Salamanca, captured on the pas- 
sage from this country to France, was an armed 
Government vessel, as her papers show; and the 
principle upon which awards have already been 
made for the destruction of the national vessels 
of the enemy, applies fully to her. And what 
prevents the application of the same principle 
where the commerce of the enemy has been de- 
stroyed? As having reduced the actual power of 
the enemy, the capture of a few of their national 
vessels cannot be considered of much importance, 
their whole number being so great, and the means 
of replacing those that were lost so extensive, it 
can only be justly prized as having lessened the 
naval reputation of the enemy while it increased 
our own, and raised the glory of the nation. 
Aside from this last consideration, the demolition 
of the enemy’s instruments of annoyance gives 
claim to no greater reward than the destruction 
of the means by which those instruments are ob- 
tained. A nation cannot long support a war, 
from which the means are taken that enabled her 
to operate against an enemy ; but leave her the 
means, and she will always be armed, being at all 
times able to replace her losses. To atiack the 
commerce of the enemy was, therefore, the best 
mode of wounding her, and upon that cunviction 
were the orders to my brother predicated; in 
which the honorable Secretary of the Navy ob- 
serves, “in no way can the enemy be made to 
feel our hostility so effectually, as by annoying 
and destroying his commerce, fisheries, and coast- 
ing trade; this would earry the war home to their 
direct feelings and interests, and would produce 
an astonishing sensation.” And the sequel de- 
monstrated that hostility in that form was far 
more dreadful and destructive to her interests 
than any other which it could assume, 

In another view. the claim of the subject to 


APPENDIX. 


Claim for Prize Money. 


1754 


eonsideration is at least as strong. A law of the 
United States gives to captors the moiety of their 
captures; and I believe the position is correct, that 
ihe properly in them vests the moment they are 
‘captured. ut the power to convert such prop- 
erty before condemnation is not possessed either 
by the United States or the captors; and the Uni- 
ted States have no greater authority to dispose of 
it, either before or after condemnation, than is 
enjoyed by the captors. My late brother was, 
therefore, compelled by his orders to destroy what 
actually belonged in part to himself and his crew; 
and the Executive authority having exercised the 
power of directing the disposal of those captures 
in a way that deprived the captors of their prop- 
erty in them, they have, it is humbly conceived, 
a just claim ‘upon the United States for indem- 
nity. There is something accruing, under exist- 
ing laws, for the guns and men captured, but the 
-amount is’ very small. 
The continued loss of sleep, together with the 
excessive fatigue consequent upon sucha rapid 
succession of captures, and the extreme watch- 
fulness necessary in so exposed a situation, disa- 
bled the Argus from making so great a resistance 
to her more powerful enemy as she might other- 
wise have done. And although victory hung no 
laurels over the tombs of those who fell, nor on 
the brows of the survivors, their misfortune has 
not sullied the fame of our arms, nor diminished 
their tithe to the remembrance of their country. 
With the strongest conviction of the justice 
and liberal sentiments of the honorable gentlemen 
of the Senate, to whose consideration this subject 
has been referred, I shall look with confident hope 
to a favorable result. 
Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient humble servant, 
THOMAS J. ALLEN, 
_ Altorney and agent. 
The Hon. Cuarzes Tarr, 
Chairman Com. on Naval Affairs. 


Navy Department, Dec. 13, 1815. 


‘Sım: [have the honor to transmit to the Naval 
Committee of the Senate, in compliance with 

our request of the Sth instant, the several papers 
herewith, marked A and B. The papers marked 
A contain a list of all the merchant vessels cap- 
tured by the public armed ships of the United 
States during the late war, and subsequently de- 
sttoyed at sea in obedience to the orders of this 
Department to that effect. 

The papers marked B contain the orders, and 
extracts from‘such parts‘of orders, to the com- 
manders of the ships and vessels of war under 
which the vessels captured were destroyed at sea. 

"Those captured vessels which were sent to the 
United States, and arrived safely, are not included, 
nor those which were manned for the United 
States, or friendly ports in Europe, and afterwards 
' recaptured, with a number of others which were 
liberated as cartels; the list being exclusively 
' confined to the captured vessels destroyed, as far 
-as the journals and reports have been made to 


this Department by the several commanding of- 
ficers. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 


your obedient servant, 


B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
The Hon. Cuartes TAIT, 
Chairman Naval Com. of Senate. 


A. 


Statement of all the vessels, other than vessels of 


war, which were taken and destroyed by the 
Navy of the United States, during the late war 
with Great Britain. 


By the frigate Essex—Brig Hero, August 2, 


1812; brig Mary, August 9, 1812; schooner Eli- 
zabeth, December, 1812; ship Greenwich, May 
28, 1813; ship Hector, May 28, 1813; ship Cath- 
erine, May 28, 1813. 


By the frigate Constitution—Brig Lady War- 


ren, August 11, 1812; brig Adeona, August 12, 
1812; schooner Phoenix, February 18, 1814; brig 
Catharine, February 19, 1814; brig Lord Nelson, 
December 24, 1814. 


By the frigate President—Brig Traveller, July 


2, 1812; brig Duchess of Portland, July 4, 1812; 
brig Jean and Ann, July 12, 1813; brig Daphne, 
July 18, 1813; brig Alert, July 29, 1813; ship 
Wanderer. January 5. 1814; ship Edward, Janu- 
ary 9, 1814; schooner Jonathan, January 9, 1814. 


By the corvette Adams—Schooner Prince Re- 


gent, January 29, 1814; schooner Industry, Feb- 
ruary 9, 1814; schooner Nayntim Fairy, March 
4, 1814; brig Mentor, June 24, 1814; brig Mary, 
June 28, 1814; schooner Favorite, July 28, 1914; 
ship Paris, August 7, 1814; schooner Maria, Au- 
gust 16, 1814. 


By the frigate Chesapeake—Brig Liverpool 


Hero, January 14, 1813. 


By the sloop-of-war Wasp—Barque Neptune, 


June 2, 1814; brig William, June 13, 1814; brig 
Pallas, June 18, 1814; ship Orange Boven, June 
26, 1814; brig Regulator, July 4, 1814; schooner 


Jenny, July 6, 1814; brig Lettice, August 30, 
1814; brig Bon Accord, August 31, 1814; brig 
Mary, September 1, 1814; brig Three Brothers, 
September 12, 1914; brig Bacchus, September 
14, 1814. 

By the sloop-of-war Peacock—Brig Sea Flow- 
er, June 17, 1814; brig Stranger, July 5, 1814; 
sloop Fortitude, July 5, 1814; brig Venus. July 5, 
1814; sloop Leith Packet, August 1, 1814; sloop 
William and Ann, August 2, 1814; sloop Peggy 
and Jane, August 3, 1814; barque William, Au- 
gust 14, 1814; brig Bellona, August 21, 1814; 
brig Triton, August 23, 1814; brig Duck, Sep- 
tember 2, 1814; ship Mary, October 12, 1814; 
ship Union, June 13, 1814; ship Brio de Mar, 
June 29, 1814. 

By the brig Sirer—Ship Barton, May, 1814; 
brig Adventurer, May, 1814. 

By the sloop-of-war Hornet—Brig Resolution, 
February 4, 1813. 

By the brigs Rattlesnake and Enterprise—Brig 
Rambler, February 7, 1814. 
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ning of August, 1813. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Essex - - - - - - 6 
Constitution - - - - 5 
President - - - - - 8 
Corvette Adams - - - 8 
Chesapeake - - - - 1 
Wasp - - -= - - ll 
Peacock - - - - - 14 
Siren - - - - - - 2 
Rattlesnake and Enterprise - 1 
Frolic - - - - - 2 
Rattlesnake - - - - 2 
Argus - = = ž =- - 13 
Hornet - - - - - 1 

Total - - 74 


Navy DEPARTMENT, June 5, 1813. 


Sir: When the honorable Mr. Crawford, Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary from the United States to 
France, is ready for departure, you will receive 
him and his suite on buard, and proceed, with the 
first favorable opportunity, to sea, directing your 
course, without deviating for any other object, to 
the first portin France. In all probability you 
will find Brest or L’Orient the easiest of access ; 
but should you have an opportunity of landing 
the Minister, on any part of the coast of France, 
you may thereby avoid much risk in attempting 
to enter a port before which you may find a hos- 
tile squadron. But in whatever way you may 
effect the first object of your destination, you will 
then proceed upon a cruise against the commerce 
and light cruisers of the enemy, which you will 
capture and destroy in all cases; unless their val- 
ue and qualities shall render it morally certain 
that they may reach a safe and not distant port. 
Indeed, in the present state of the enemiy’s force, 
there are very few cases that would justify the 
manning of a prize; because, the chances of reach- 
ing a safe port are infinitely against the attempt, 
and the weakening the crew of the Argus might 
expose you to an unequal contest with the enemy. 

It is exceedingly desirable that the enemy 
should be made to feel the effects of our hostility, 
and of his barbarous system of warfare; and in 
no way can we so effectually accomplish that 
object, as by annoying and destroying his com- 
merce, fisheries, and coasting trade. The latter 
is of the utmost importance, and is much more 
exposed to the attack of such a vessel as the Ar- 
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month or six weeks to great advantage. The 
coasting ficcts on this track are immensely valu- 
able; and you would also be in the way of their 
West India homeward fleet, and of those to and 
from Spain, Portugal and the Mediterranean, 
When you are prepared to leave this ground, you 
may pass round the northwest of Ireland, towards 
Fair Island passage, in the track of the Archangel 
fleets, returning home in August and September. 

When it shall be absolutely necessary to return 
home, you will pursue such route as may best pro- 
mote the objects of your cruise, and endeavor to 
make some Eastern port; perhaps Portsmouth 
may be as easy of access, and as convenient, in 
other respects, as any other. 

On your arrival in France you will, with the 
aid of Mr. Crawiord, be better able to form aa 
opinion of the expediency of attempting to send 
prizes into France, or of touching there to replen- 
ish your stores in order to protract your cruise. 

Your own disposition, and the amiable char- 
acter of the Minister, insure to him the kindest 
attention on your part; and Lam persuaded that 
you willderive the most ample gratification from 
such an intercourse. Your talentsand honorable 
services are deeply impressed upon this Depart- 
ment, and will not cease to excite its attention. 

Wishing youa prosperous and honorable cruise, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. JONES. 

Lieutenant Wm. H. ALLEN. 

Commanding U. S. brig Argus. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Captain Charles Stewart, commanding the United 
States’ frigate Constitution, dated September 19, 
1813. 

The commerce of the enemy is the most vulner- 
able puint we can attack, and its destruction the 
main object; and to this end all your efforts 
should be directed. Therefure, unless your prizes 
shall be very valuable, and near a friendiy port, 
it will be imprudent, and worse than useless, to 
attempt to send them in; the chances of recapture 
are excessively great; the crew, and the safety of 
the ship under your command, would be dimin- 
ished and endangered, as weli as your own fame, 
and the national honor, by hazardiog a baitle after 
the reduction of your ofticersand crew by manning 
prizes. In every point of view, then, it will be 
proper to destroy what you capture; except val- 
uable and compact articles, that may be tran- 
shipped. . 

Ihis system gives to one ship the force ot 
many; and, by granting to prisoners a cartel, as 
sufficient numbers accumulate, our account on 
that head will be inereased to our credit, and not 
only facilitate the exchange. but insure better 
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treatment to our unfortunate countrymen who 
are, or may be, captured by the enemy. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Master Commandant George Parker, commanding 
the United States’ brig Siren, dated December 8, 
1813. 

Your own observation must have proved to 
you how precarious and uncertain is the prespect 
of getting prizes into a friendly port; and that 
the manning of a few prizes will soon terminate 
your cruise, and diminish your force so as to jeop- 
ardise the safety of the Siren, and your own rep- 
utation, by a chance conflict with an enemy, nom- 
inally your equal, but fully manned. With every 
patriotic officer private motives wiil yield to con- 
siderations of public good; and as the great object 
and end of our public force is to harass and dis- 
tress the enemy, and as the most effectual annoy- 
ance is the destruction of his trade and commerce, 
it ought to be the ruling principle of action with 
every commander. 

A single cruiser, if ever so successful, can man 
buta few prizes, and every prize is a serious dim- 
inution of her force; buta single cruiser, destroy- 
ing every captured vessel, has the capacity of con- 
tinuing, in full vigor, her destructive power so 
long as her provisions and stores can be replen- 
ished, either from friendly ports or from the ves- 
sels captured. 

Thus has a single cruiser, upon the destructive 
plan, the power, perbaps, of twenty, acting upon 
pecuniary views alone; and thus may the em- 
ployment of our small force, in some degree, com- 
pensate for the great inequality compared with 
that of the enemy. Considered even in a pecu- 
niary point of view, the chances of the sate ar- 
rival of the prize are so few, and of recapture by 
the enemy, so many, that motives of interest 
alone are sufficient ; but when we consider that 
it is, in all probability, consigning the prize crew 
to a loathsome prison, in the hands of a perfidious 
and cruel enemy, every just motive will combine 
to urge the destruction, rather than the manning, 
of every prize. 

The American people and Government have 
given abundant proof that they aredeficient neither 
in gratitude nor generosity. I, therefore, strenu- 
ously urge and order the destruction of every cap- 
tured vessel and cargo, unless so near toa friendly 
port as to leave little doubt of safe arrival, or that 
the merchandise shall beso valuableand compact 
asto admit of transhipment, without injury to the 
vessel under your command, or to the public ser- 
vice. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Master Commandant John Orde Creighton, having 
under his command the United States’ brigs Rat- 
tlesnake and Enterprise, Lieutenant Commandant 
James Renshaw, dated December 22, 1813. 


The great object, however, is the destruction of 


the commerce of the enemy, and bringing into 
port the prisoners, in order to exchange against 
our unfortunate countrymen who may fall into his 


hands. You will, therefore, man no prize, unless 
the value, place of capture, and other favorable cir- 


cumstances, shall render her safe arrival morally 
certain. As the ransoming of British vessels is 
prohibited by a statute. and the ransom bonds de- 
clared void, you will not agree to the ransoming 


of any prize. The enemy has also, in violation 


of his own agreement, and of good faith. refused 
to recognise cartels -granted at sea; you will, 
therefore, grant no cartel, nor liberate any pris- 
oners, unless under circumstances of extreme and 
unavoidable necessity. 


Be assured, sir, that the confidence of ourcountry 


cannot be enhanced by any new achievements of 
our gallant Navy; it is now entire, and the ser- 
vices of an officer will now be estimated by the 
extent of the injury he may inflict upon the vital 
interest of the enemy in the destruction of his 
commerce. 


[Instructions, the same as the preceding to Captain 


Creighton, were given, January 6, 1814, to Master 
Commandant Joseph Bainbridge, commanding the 
United States’ sloop of war Frolic.] 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 


Master Commandant Lewis Warrington, command- 
ing the United States’ sloop-of-war Peacock, dated 


Fesruary 26, 1814, 
You will therefore, sir, unless in some extraor- 


dinary cases that shall clearly warrant an excep- 
tion, destroy all you capture; and by thus retain- 
ing your crew, and continuing your cruise, your 
services may be enhanced tenfold. The service 
you may render your country will be estimated 
by the extent of the injury you may inflict upon 
its implacable enemy; and this will be best accom- 
plished in the annoyance and destruction of its 
commerce, from which no other object should be 
suffered to divert your attention for a moment, 
With this view, as well as from the rational and 
obvious policy opposed to this practice, I have it 
in command from the President, strictly to pro- 


hibit the giving or accepting, directly or indirect- 
ly, a challenge to combat ship to ship, 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Master Commandant Johnson Blakely, command- 
ing the United States’ sloop-of-war Wasp, dated 

Marcu 3, 1814, 


If the qualities of the Wasp are such as I feel 
confident they will prove to be, you cannot fail 
to make a brilliant and produetive cruise. Your 
own sound judgmeat and observation will suffi- 
ciently demonstrate to you, how extremely pre- 
carious and injurious is the attempt to send ina 
prize, unless taken very near a friendly port, and 
under the most favorable circumstances. A fail- 
ure of success places our unfortunate seamen in 
the hands of the enemy, diminishes your means 
of achieving honor to yourself and glory to your 
country, curtails your cruise, and subjects you to 
the unequal attack of a foc, nominally your 
equal, but fully manned. Henco, it is evident, 
that policy, interest, and duty, combine to dictate 
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the destruction of all captures, with the above ex- 
ceptions. It isa great object with the enemy to 
capture and detain in prison, our seamen; and 
this can only be counteracted by capturing and 
bringing into port. an equal number ; this is an 
object of great national importance; the releasing 
at sea on parole, though practised by all civilized 
nations, is utterly disregarded by our enemy. 
[Instructions relative to the disposition of captures, 
the same as the preceding, were given, March 16, 
1814, to Master Commandant Charles D. Ridgely, 
commanding the United States’ sloop of war Erie.] 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Captain Charles Stewart, commanding the United 
States’ frigate Constitution, dated 

NovemBer 29, 1814. 

Having, on former occasions, urged the superior 
policy and advantage of destroying the captures 
you may make, in preference to the hazardous at- 
tempt to send them in, unless in the vicinity of a 
friendly port, and in the case of very valuable and 
fleet sailing prizes, I need not now dwell upon that 
subject. 

Daily experience, and the grievous complaints 
of the merchants of Great Britain, sufficiently at- 
test the efficacy of the system, Should you touch 
at any friendly port for succors, you will observe 
the strictest economy, and put to sea again with 
the least possible delay. The general instruc- 
tions you have from time to time, received from 
this Department, and your own experience, will 
supersede the necessity of further details, and, in 
the event of any casualty, or occurrence, which, 
in your judgment, may render a deviation from 
these instructions indispensable to the public in- 
terest, you will act accordingly, still adhering, as 
near as may be, to their general spirit and inten- 
tion. 

[Instructions, similar to the preceding, were given, 
30th November, 1814, to Captain Charles Morris, 
commanding the United States’ frigate Congress. ] 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy to 
Captain David Porter, commanding a squadron of 
small vessels at New York, dated 

Novemser 30, 1814. 

Having already given to you the necessary 
instructions for procuring, arming, equipping, 
and manning, the five vessels destined for your 
command, you will, as soon as the squadron shall 
be ready for sea, proceed upon a cruise in the 
West Indies, where you will employ your force, 
either collectively or separately, in annoying and 
destroying the commerce of the enemy, which 
the nature of your force, seconded by your judg- 
ment and enterprise, will, I trust, cnable you to 
execute, as well in his harbors as at sea, and upon 
a scale so extensive as to make him participate 
deeply in the evils which he has inflicted upon 
our prosperity. 

[Instructions similar to the preceding to Captain 
Porter, were given the same day, November 30, 1814, 
to Captain Oliver H. Perry, commanding another 
squadron of small vessels.] 


CAPTURE OF THE PENGUIN. 


[Communicated to the House, December 21, 1815.] 


Navy Department, Dec. 21, 1815. 
Sia: In compliance with your request, in be- 
half of the honorable Committee upon Naval Af- 
fairs, I have the honor to transmit to you, here- 
with, copies of letters from Captain James Biddle, 
of the United States ship Hornet, dated March 
25th, and April 8th, 1814, addressed to Commo- 
dore Stephen Decatur, as commander of the 
squadron destined to cruise in the Indian seas; 
which contain all the information in the posses- 
sion of this Department relative to the capture of 
the British sloop of war Penguin. 
Ihave the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your most obedient servant, 
B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
Hon. James Peasants, JON., 
Chairman Naval Committee. 


Unirep STATES’ Stoop Hornet, 
Off Tristan D’ Acunha, March 25, 1815. 

Sır: Í have the honor to inform you that, on 
the morning of the 23d instant, at half past ten, 
when about to anchor off the north end of the 
island of Tristan d’Acunha, a sail was seen to 
the southward and eastward, steering to the west- 
ard, the wind fresh from S. S. W. In a few 
minutes, she passed on to the westward, so that 
we could not see her for the land. LIimmediately 
made sail to the eastward, and shortly after, get- 
ting sight again, perceived her to be up before the 
wind; I hove to for her to come down to us. 
When she had approached near, I filled the main- 
topsail, and continued to yaw the ship, while she 
continued to come down, veering, occasionally, 
to prevent her passing under our stern. At forty 
minutes past one, P. M., being nearly within 
musket shot distance, she hauled her wind on the 
starbuard tack, hoisted English colors, and fired 
a gun. We immediately luffed to, hoisted our 
ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside. The 
action being thus commenced, a quick and well 
directed fire was kept up from this ship, the 
enemy gradually drifting nearer to us, when, at 
fifty-nine minutes past one, he bore up, apparently 
to run us on board. As soon as I perceived he 
would certainly fall on board, I called the board- 
ers, so as to be ready to repel any attempt to 
board us. At the instant, every officer and man 
repaired to the quarter deck, where the two ves- 
sels were coming in contact, and eagerly pressed 
me to permit them to board the enemy; but this 
I would not permit, as it was evident, from the 
commencement of the action, that our fire was 
greatly superior both in quickness and in effect. 
The enemy’s bowsprit came in between our main 
and mizzen rigging, on our starboard side, afford- 
ing him an opportunity to board us, if such was 
his design; but no attempt was made. There 
was a considerable swell on, and as the sea lifted 
us ahead, the enemy’s bowsprit carried away our 
mizzen shrouds, stern davits, and spanker boom, 
and he hung upon our larboard quarter. At this 
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moment, an officer, who was afterwards recog- 
nised to be Mr. MeDonald, the first lieutenant, 
and the then commanding officer, called out that 
they had surrendered. I directed the marines 
and musketry men to cease firing, and, while on 
the taffrail, asking if they had surrendered, I re- 
eeived a wound in the neck The enemy just 
then got clear of us, and his foremast and bow- 
sprit being both gone, and perceiving us veering 
to give him a fresh broadside, he again called out 
that he had surrendered. It was with difficulty 
I could restrain my crew from firing into him 
again, as he had certainly fired into us after he 
had surrendercd. From the firing of the first 
gun to the last time the enemy cried out he had sur- 
rendered, was exactly tweaty-two minutes by the 
watch. She proved to be His Britannic Majesty’s 
brig Penguin, mounting sixteen thirty-two pound 
carronades, two long twelves, a twelve pound car- 
ronade on the topgallant forecastle, with swivels 
on the capstern,and inthe tops. She had a spare 
port forward, so as to fight both her long guns of 
aside. She sailed from England in September 
last. She was shorter upon deck than this ship 
by two feet, but she had a greater length of keel, 
greater breadth of beam, thicker sides, and higher 
bulwarks, than this ship, and was, in all respects, 
a remarkably fiue vessel of her class. The enemy 
acknowledge a complement of one hundred and 
thirty-two, twelve of them supernumerary ma- 
rines from the Medway seventy-four, received on 
board in consequence of their being ordered to 
cruise for the American privateer Young Wasp. 
They acknowledge, also, a loss of fourteen killed, 
and twenty-eight wounded ; but Mr. Mayo, who 
was in charge of the prize, assures me that the 
number of killed was certainly greater. Among 
the killed are Captain Dickinson, who fell at the 
close of the action, and the boatswain; among 
the wounded are the second lieutenant, purser, 
and two midshipmen. Each of the midshipmen 
lost a leg. We received on board, in all, one hun- 
dred and eighteen prisoners, four of whom have 
since died of their wounds, Having removed 
the prisoners, and taken on board such provisions 
and stores as would be useful to us, I scuttled the 
Penguin this morning before daylight, and she 
went down. As she was completely riddled by 
our shot, her foremast and bowsprit both gone, 
and her mainmast so crippled as to be incapable 
of being secured, it seemed unadvisable, at this 
distance from home, to attempt sending her to 
the United States. 

This ship did not receive a single round shot 
in her hull, nor any material wound in her spars; 
the rigging and sails were very much cut; but, 
having bent a new suit of sails, and knotted and 
secured our rigging, we are nowcompletely ready, 
in all respects, for any service. We were eight 
men short of complement, and had nine upon the 
sick list the morning of the action. 

Enclosed is a list of killed and wounded. I 
lament to state that Lieutenant Conner is wounded 
dangerously ; I feel great solicitude on his ac- 
count, as he is an officer of much promise, and 
his loss would be a serious loss to the service. 

14th Con. lst Szss.—46 


It is a most pleasing part of my duty to ac- 
quaint you that the conduct of Lieutenants Con- 
ner and Newton, Mr. Mayo, acting lieutenant, 


Lieutenant Brownlow, of the marines, Sailing- 


master Romney, and the other officers, seamen, 
and marines, I have the honor to command, was, 
in the highest degree, creditable to them, and 
calls for my warmest recommendation. I can- 
not, indeed, do justice to their merits. The satis- 
faction which was diffused throughout the ship, 
when it was ascertained that the stranger was an 


enemy’s sloop-of-war, and the alacrity with which 
every one repaired to quarters, fully assured me 
that their conduct in action would be marked 
with coolness and intrepidity. 


I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


J. BIDDLE. 
Commodore Decatur. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS AGAINST THE BAR- 


BARY POWERS IN 1815. 


[Communicated to the Senate, January 11, 1816.} 
Mr. Tarr, from the Committee on Naval Af- 


fairs, communicated the following documents, 
relative to the operation of the squadron under 
the command of Commodore Decatur against the 
Barbary Powers: 


U. S. Snir Guerriere, 
Off Carthagena, June 19, 1815. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on 


the L7th instant, off Cape de Gat, the squadron 
fell in with and captured an Algerine frigate of 
forty-six guns, and between four and five hun- 
dred men, commanded by Rais Hammida, who 
bore the title of Admiral. She struck her flag 
after a running fight of twenty-five minutes. The 


Admiral was killed at the commencement of the 


action. After the Guerriere (who from her favor- 


able position was enabled to bring the enemy to 
close action) had fired two broadsides, they, with 
the exception of a few musketeers, ran below. 
The Guerriere had four men wounded by musket 
shot, which is the only injury done by the enemy 
in this affair. It is with pain I have to commu- 
nicate to you that one of our main deck guns 
burst in the first discharge, by which accident 
five men were killed and thirty badiy wounded 
and burnt. This gun was only doubly shotted; 
and permit me to state, that, unless some more 
effectual mode is adopted in proving our guns, I 
fear the frequency of such accidents will be in- 
jurious to the service, beyond the loss of men oc- 
casioned thereby. The steadiness of our men 
adjoining the bursting gun was worthy of admi- 
ration. Although many of them were much burnt 
and wounded, it did not occasion a pause in their 
fire. We have four hundred and six prisoners, 
including the wounded. The prisoners state about 
thirty were killed and thrown overboard. 

Their squadron is said to be cruising in our 
vicinity ; five days ago they were off this place. 
Unless I obtain some further intelligence of them 
by to-morrow, I shall proceed to the port of Al- 
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giers in the hope of intercepting their return.| This treaty, possessing all the favorable fea- 


For the present I have determined to send the 
prize into Carthagena. 

The enclosed is a return of the wounded by 
the enemy, as also those who were killed and 
wounded by the bursting of the gun. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


U. S. Surp GUERRIERE, 
Off Cape Palos, June 20, 1815. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that, on | 
the 19th instant, off Cape Palos, the squadron | 
under my command captured an Algerine brig of 
twenty-two guns and one hundred and eighty 
men. After a chase of three hours, she run into 
shoal water, where I did not think it advisable to 
follow with our Jarge ships, but despatched the 
Epervier, Spark, Torch, and Spitfire, to whom Í 
she surrendered after a short resistance. Twenty- | 
three men were found dead on board. We re- 
ceived from her eighty prisoners, the residue of 
her crew having left her in boats; many of them 
must have been killed by the fire of our vessels, 
and one of the boats wassunk. None of our ves- 
sels sustained any damage, nor was there a man 
killed or wounded. This brig is Jarger than the 
Epervier, was built in Algiers five years ago by 
a Spanish constructer, the same who built the 
frigate captured on the 17th instant, and is per- 
fectly sound. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your obedient servant, 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 
Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


U.S. Snip GUERRIERE, 
Bay of Algiers, July 5, 1815. 


| 
Sır: 1 have the honor to inform you of i 
proceedings of this squadron subsequent to the 
date of my letter of the 20th ultimo. Having put 
the greater part of our prisoners on board the 
captured brig, I sent her into Carthagena, and 
made sail for Algiers, where we arrived on the 
28th. Finding the Algerine squadron to be still. 
out, and knowing that they had been at sea a į 
longer period than usual, and that a despatch 
boat had been sent to Algiers to inform them of our 
arrival in the Mediterranean, I thought it prob- | 
able that they would scek shelter in some neutral | 
port. Itseemed, therefore, a favorable moment to 
deliver a letter from the President to the Dey, 
pursuant to instructions from the Department of | 
State, which would afford them an opportunity ; 
to open a negotiation, if they thought fit, A ne- 
gotiation was accordingly opened, and a Treaty ; 
of Peace was dictated by us, and finally con-! 
cluded in twenty-four hours, in the manner re- 
lated in the despatch of Mr. Shaler and myself 
to the Secretary of State. 


tures of those which have been concluded with 
the most favored nations, and other advantages 
conceded to us only, I flatter myself will be con. 
sidered honorable to the United States, particu- 
larly when we compare the small force em- 
ployed on this occasion with the formidable 
expeditions which have often, and without suc- 
cess, been sent against Algiers. It has been dic- 
tated at the mouth of the cannon, has been con- 
ceded to the losses which Algiers has sustained, 
and to the dread of still greater evils apprehended; 
and I beg leave to express to you my opinion, 
that the presence of a respectable naval force in 
this sea will be the only certain guarantee for its 
observance. 

Having concluded the treaty, I have, in con- 
formity with your instructions to dispose of such 
vessels we might capture as would be unsafe to 
send home in such manner as would seem to me 
most expedient, restored them, in their present 
state, to the Dey of Algiers. This was earnestly 
requested by the Dey, as it would satisfy his 
people with the conditions of the peace; and it 
was determined by Mr. Shaler and myself, that, 
considering the state of those vessels, the great 
expense which would be incurred by fitting them 
for a voyage to the United States, and the little 
probability of selling them in that part of the 
world, it would be expedient to grant the request, 

I have appointed Captain Downes, of the Eper- 
vier, to the Guerriere, and Lieutenant Shubrick, 
first of the Guerriere, to the Epervier, which brig 
I have determined to send home with tne de- 
spatches. These arrangements, I trust, will meet 
the approbation of the Government. The ten 
American prisoners who were confined in Algiers 
have been delivered up, and I have given them a 
passage in the despatch vessel. 

Ishall now proceed with the squadron to Tunis, 
and thence to Tripoli. At the latter place, I un- 
derstand, there exists some difficulty between our 
Consul and the Regency ; of what nature I am 
not particularly informed. 

I have charged Captain Lewis with the de- 
livery of the despatches to the Government, aud 
the flags taken from the Algerine Admiral and 
brig. He is an officer of great merit, and whom 
I beg leave strongly to recommend to the notice 
of Government. i 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
most obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIFLD, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


UNITED States’ SHIP GUERRIERE, 
Bay of Tunis, July 31, 1815. 
Sır: I have the honor to inform you, upoa my 
arrival at this anchorage, I was made acquainted 
with the following transactions, which had taken 
plece here during our late war with Great Brit- 
ain: Two prizes, which had been taken by the 
Abellino privateer, and sent into this port. were 
taken possession of by a British vessel of wat 
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The Consul having communicated to me the 
information of this violation of our Treaty with 
Tunis, I demanded satisfaction from the Bey. 
After some hesitation, and proposing a delay of 
payment for one year, my demand was acceded 
to, and the money, amounting to forty-six thou- 
sand dollars, was paid into the hands of the con- 
sul, Mr. Noah, agent for the privateer. 

Of the papers I have the honor to transmit 
herewith, No. L is a copy of the Consul’s letter to 
me, No. 2 is a copy of my letter to the Prime 
Minister of the Bey, and No. 3 is a copy of the 
Consul’s acknowledgment of the receipt of the 
money. 

I shall proceed immediately for Tripoli, and 
will give you early information of the further 
proceedings of thissquadron. The Bey of Tunis 
has now lying in this harbor, nearly ready for 
sea, three frigates and several smaller vessels of 
war. 

I have the honor be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


No. 1. 


U. S. Coxsurare, Tunis, 
i July 25, 1815. 

Sır: On or about the 2ist of February, two 
American prizes, while at anchor, and within the 
immediate protection of His Excellency the Bey 
of Tunis, were forcibly seized and taken posses- 
sion of by the boats of His Britannic Majesty’s 
brig Lyra, Dowell O'Reily, Esq., commander, 
and sent to Malta. In order to afford the just 
and necessary protection to American property, 
to cause our rights and the existing Treaty to be 
respected, I have deemed it my duty to claim 
of the Bey of Tunis the value of said prizes. 

His Excellency, though sensible of the viola- 
tion of the neutrality of his port, and the loss 
sustained in the illegal capture of the American 
property when within his waters, still waives the 
settlement of this claim, and is desirous to pro- 
crastinate the arrangement toa length of time 
which will deprive the owners of the benefit of 
their labor and danger. Under these circum- 
stances, I do myself the honor to solicit from you 
such co-operation, in enforcing the respect due 
to our rights and treaties, as you may deem pro- 
per to afford. With great respect, &c., 

M. M. NOAH. 

. Com. S. Decatur, Commander, ¢c. 

P. S. In the disposal of the cargo of one of the 
English prizes, an intrigue was set on foot and 
prosecuted by a company of merchants, under the 
sanction and protection of the Prince Sidi Mus- 
tapha, by which the owners have been defrauded 
of a considerable sum of money. For the satis- 
factory adjustment of this claim, some interfer- 
ence appears equally necessary. 


M. M. NOAH. 


No. 2. 


U. S. Sup GUERRIERE, 
Bay of Tunis, July 26, 1815. 

Sır: l have the honor to enclose to your Ex- 
cellency a despatch from the Department of State 
of the United States, by which you will perceive 
the friendly disposition of my Government to- 
wards the Bey and Regency of Tunis. When 
that despatch was written, it was believed that 
an equally friendly disposition existed on the part 
of Tunis. With surprise I understood, on my 
arrival in the Mediterranean, that the treaty exist- 
ing between the two countries had been violated 
on the part of Tunis; first, by permitting two 
vessels, which had been captured by an Ameri- 
ican vessel, to be taken out of the port of Tunis 
by a British cruiser; and secondly, by sanction- 
ing acompany of Jew merchants, subjects of 
Tunis, in taking the property of an American 
citizen at their own price, and much below its 
real value. 

In consequence of this information, as soon as 
we had obtained justice from Algiers for their 
aggressions, I hastened to this port, with the power 
and disposition to exact from this Regency an 
observance of our treaty. I now require imme- 
diate restitution of the property or of its value, 
Your Excellency will perceive the necessity of 
the earliest attention to this communication, and 
of making known to me the decision of His Ex- 
eellency the Bey with the least possible delay. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great considera- 
tion, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

: STEPHEN DECATUR, 
Commander, §c. 
To the Prime MINISTER ; 
of His Excellency the Bey of Tunis. 


No. 3. 


CONSULATE oF THE UNITED States 
or AMERICA, AT TUNIS. 


To all whom it may concern: 

Whereas, on the 17th and 21st days of February, 
1815, the English schooner Dunster Castle, and 
the English brig Charlotte, the former Jaden with 
oil and fish, the latter with currants and fastic, 
were sent into the harbor of Tunis, having been 
captured by the American private armed brig 
Abellino, William F. Wyer, commander; the 
said prizes, when within the waters and under 
the immediate protection of His Excellency the 
Bey of Tunis, were taken possession of and sent 
to Malta, by His Britannie Majesty’s brig Lyra, 
Dowell O’Reily, Esq. commander, then at anchor 
in the said harbor of Tunis. That application 
was made to His Excellency the Bey of Tunis 
for payment for said vessels, amounting to forty- 
six thousand Spanish dollars, according to their 
just and regular valuation. [is Excellency the 
Bey of Tanis having ascertained fully and satis- 
factorily, that the beforementioned vessels, being 
American property, were within his waters ille- 
gally and forcibly carried away, and being sensi- 
ble of the necessity of causing his rights to be re- 


1767 


APPENDIX. 


1768: 


Naval. Operations against the Barbary Powers. 


spected, did order that payment should be made 
for said vessels according to their valuation. 
Now, therefore, I, the undersigned, Consul of 
the United States of America for the city. and 
Kingdom of Tunis, and agent for the concerned, 
do hereby make known and certify, that the pay- 
ment of said vessels according to their valuation, 
say forty-six thousand Spanish dollars, has-been 
réceived from His Excellency the Bey of Tunis; 
who, by these presents, is acquitted from all claim 
against him on account of said prizes. 
Given under my hand and seal of office, at 
Tunis, this 30th day of July, 1815, and 
[u. s.] in the fortieth year of the American in- 
` dependence. M. M. NOAH. 


I do hereby certify, that the sum of forty-six 
thousand Spanish dollars has been paid for the 
two prizes as above stated, to the American Con- 
sul; and that the United States has no further 
claim on His Excellency the Bey of Tunis for 
these vessels. S. DECATUR, 

Commander, §c. 


U.S. Saip Guerriere, 
Messina, August 31, 1815. 


Sir: [have the honor to inform you that, imme- 
diately after the date of my last communication, 
I proceeded to Tripoli. Upon my arrival off that 
place, I received from our Consul a letter,a copy 
of which (No. 1,) is herewith transmitted. In 
consequence of the information contained in this 
letter, I deemed it necessary to demand justice 
from the Bashaw. The enclosure (No. 2) is a 
copy of my note to the Prime Minister of Tripoli. 
On the next day the Governor of the city of Tripoli 
came on board the Guerriere to treat in behalf of 
the Bashaw. He objected'to the amount claimed 
by us, but finally agreed to our demands. The 
money, amounting to the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars, has been paid into the hands of 
the Consul, who is agent for the privateer. ‘I'he 
Bashaw also delivered up to me ten captives, two 
of them Danes, and the others Neapolitans. 

Ihave the honor to enclose the letter of the 
Consul, informing me of the conclusion of this 
affair. During the progress of our negotiations 
with the States of Barbary, now brought toa 
conclusion, there has appeared a disposition, on 
the part of each of them, to grant as far we were 
disposed to demand. Any attempt to conciliate 
them, except through the influence of their fears, 
I should expect to be vain. It is only by the dis- 
play of naval power that their depredations can 
be restrained. I trust the successful result of our 


small expedition, so honorable to our country,. 


will induce other nations to follow the example ; 
in which case, the Barbary States will be com- 
pelled to abandon their piratical system. I shall 
now proceed with the squadron to Carthagena, 
at which place I hope to find the relief squadron 
from Amcrica. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
yours, &c., STEPHEN DECATUR. 

Hon. B, W. Crowninsulz.o, 

; Secretary of the Navy. 


No. 1. 


U.S. CONSULATE at Tripou, 
. August 6, 1815. 

Sm: F have the pleasure of now laying before 
you all.the documents relative to the unlawfally 
seizing, in the port of Tripoli,and under the guns 
of the forts, two American prizes, captured by 
the Abellino, and taken out by the English brig 
Paulina. I have fully addressed the United States’ 
Government on this affair, and hope you have 
come fully prepared to demand and obtain ample 
satisfaction. 

It is a case attended with such a flagrant viola- 
tion of the United States’ Treaty with this Re- 
gency, and our neutral rights, that it calls for the 
most prompt and energetic conduct on the part 
of the United States, which will not only con- 
vince this Power, but all others, that our rights 
and privileges cannot be invaded with impunity. 
If, however, the Bashaw, contrary to my opinion, 
should refuse us that satisfaction we are justly 
entitled to, it is my determination to leave the 
Regency by this occasion. : 

I shall have the pleasure of seeing you, and will 
detail more fully the events as they have taken 
place. In the interim, I have the honor, &c., 

RICHARD B. JONES. 

Com. STEPHEN DECATUR, 

On board ihe U. S. frigate Guerriere. 


No. 2. 


U. S. Snir GUERRIERE, 
Off Tripoli, August 6, 1815. 

Sır: Ihave been officially informed that the 
Bashaw of Tripoli has permitted a British sloop-of- 
war, pending hostilities between that nation and 
the United States, to take from out of his harbor, 
and from under the guns of his castle, two Ameri- 
can prizes, and refused protection to an American 
cruiser lying within his waters, in direct violation 
of the treaty which existed between our two na- 
tions, As soon as [had settled with Algiers for 
her aggressions, and with Tunis for a similar out- 
rage to the one now complained of, I hastened to 
this place with a part of the squadron under my 
command. 

With ample power to take satisfaction for the 
violation of our treaty above stated, I only follow 
the invariable rule of my Government, in first 
making a demand of justice. I have, therefore, 
to inform your Excellency that I require that 
immediate restitution be made of the value of the 
vessels taken from the harbor of Tripoli as before 
stated, and also compensation for the loss ocea- 
sioned by the detention of the American cruiser, 
‘in violation of the treaty. Your Excellency will 
‘perceive the necessity of making known to me the 
‘determination of His Excellency the Bashaw, in 
‘relation to the above demands, with the least 
-possible delay. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great consideration, 
your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 


His Exe’y the Prime MINISTER | 
of His Exc’y the Bashaw of Tripoli. 
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Tripoii, August 9, 1815. 

Sir: Permit me to congratulate you on the 
honorable adjustment of all differences which 
have existed between the United States and this 
Regency. This arrangement may not only be 
considered as just and honorable for the United 
States, but also as highly advantageous to the in- 
terest of our citizens. I have no doubt this lesson 
will long serve to keep in the remembrance of 
the Bashaw the power, justice, and humanity 
of the United States. To your dignified, firm, 
and manly conduct throughout this affair, the 
United States are indebted for the standing we 
now have ; and, as the representative of our coun- 
try here, permit me to offer the sincere homage 
of respect, esteem, and regard, with which I have 


the honor to be, &c. 
RICHARD B. JONES. 


Commodore STEPHEN DECATUR, 
Commander-in- Chief, §c. 


UNITED Srares’ SHIP GUERRIERE, 
Naples Sept. 8, 1815. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to inform your Excel- 
lency thatin my late negotiation with the Bashaw 
of Tripoli, [ demanded and obtained the release 
of eight Neapolitan captives, subjects of His Ma- 
jesty the King of the Two Sicilies. These I 

ave landed at Messina. It affords me great 
pleasure to have had it in my power, by this smal] 
service, to evince to His Majesty the grateful 
sense entertained by my Government of the aid 
formerly rendered to us by His Majesty during 
our war with Tripoli. 

With great respect and consideration, I have 
the honor to be, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 


His Ex’cy the MARQUIS CIRCELLO, 
Secretary of State, §c. 


Navies, Seplember 12, 1815. 

Sır: Having laid before the King, my master, 
the papers which you have directed me, dated 
the 8th instant, in which you were pleased to ac- 
quaint me that, in your last negotiation with the 
Bey of Tripoli, you had freed from the slavery 
of that Regency eight subjects of His Majesty, 
whom you had also set on shore at Messina: 
His Majesty has ordered me to acknowledge this 
peculiar favor, as the act of your generosity, 
which you have been pleased to call a return for 
the trifling assistance which the squadron of your 
nation formerly received from his Royal Gov- 
ernment during the war with Tripoli. 

In doing myself the pleasure of manifesting 
this sentiment of my King, and of assuring you, 
in his name, that the brave American nation will 
always find in His Majesty’s ports the best re- 
ception, I beg you will receive the assurance of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

MARQUIS CIRCELLO, 
Secretary of State, §-c. 


Com. Decatur, Commander, §c. 


ESTIMATES FOR BUILDING AND EQUIP- 
PING SHIPS. 


[Communicated to the Senate, Jan. 15 and 29, 1816.] 
Navy Deparrment, Jan 13, 1816, 


Sia: In compliance with the request of the 
honorable Committee of the Senate upon Naval 
Affairs, communicated by your letter of the 8th 
instant, I have the honor to enclose ‘to you, here- 
with, the several estimates, in detail, marked A, 
B, and C. 


By these estimates, it appears that the cost of 
building a seventy-four gunship would be $217,412 


Equipping a seventy-four gunship would be 167,450 
Building and equipping a seventy-four - $384,862 
That the cost of building a forty-four would 

be = em wm $153,475 
Equipping a forty-four would be - - 114,925 
Building and equipping a forty-four - ~ $268,400 
That the cost of building a sloop-of-war 

wouldbe - - - - ʻa - $46,293 
Equipping a sloop-of-war would be - - 35,930 
Building and equipping a sloop-of-war - $82,223 


It hence results that the expense which would 
be incurred in building and equipping one seven- 
ty-four, two forty-fours, and two sloops-of-war, 
would be as follows: 7 


A seventy-four gunship - - > - $384,862 
A forty-four costs $268,400, therefore, two 

forty-fours would cost - - - - 536,800 
A sloop-of-war costs $82,223, therefore, 

two would cost - - - - - 164,446 


Total cost of building and equipping one 
seventy-four, two forty-fours, and two 
sloops-of-war, would be - $1,086,108 


In these estimates I have been aided by the 
practical knowledge and experience of the Com- 
missioners of the Navy Board, who availed them- 
selves of the calculations of scientific ship-build- 
ers, and the information derived from recent 
investigations and inquiries of the market price 
of the materials, and various articles of equip- 
ment. 

The estimates are as correct as the fluctuating 
prices of labor and materials will admit, and suf- 
ficiently so to found the data upon for the amount 
of the contemplated annual increase of the Na- 
vy ; but, so far as the calculations are conjectu- 
ral, it is presumed that they may exceed the 
actual expenditure from five to ten per cent. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 


Hon. CuarLes Fair, 
Chairman Naval Committee. 
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A. | Blacksmiths’ work - - - - - 9,000 


Estimate of the expense of building and equipping | Teamibere pil e A a a eo pee 
a seventy-four gunship. | Garver’s bill k . í . A 7 ae 
22,000 feet of live oak, at $1 60 = - $35,200 
120,000 feet of white oak ang yellow ie) ae : x QI15 
sedicente e 2? 36,0c0 Tull and spars complete $153,475 
24,000 lbs. of copper bolts “at 40 cts. - 9,600 | Blockmak bi : 
ll, including gun carriages 
30,560 lbs. of sheathing copper and nails, at 4 and eine faith by him n g ` ser 
; Ne T eh a Ps Ti Lies j Sailmaker’s bill, two suits - 18875 
0G tons Ibs. of iron, at cts. - = o 0 | Ropemaker’s bill, 100 tons, at 13 cts. per lb. 26,000 
13,500 Ibs. of lead, at 10 eis. - - - 1,350 | Tanner’s bill Sena å $ Pe 
Labor of carpenters, and mast-making - 85,000: Painter’s bil - - - -« «+ 1,800 
Labor of joiners, including stuff - - - 8,000; Coopers bill - — - Be ati OE -4'900 
Blacksmiths’ work — - s z 7 - 12,780 | Boat-builder’s bill = - - 1,300 
5 . Eq! be = © 7 
Plumber s bill - = $ g N E i Ordnance, 32 twenty-four pounders, and 20 
Turner s bill - - - $ . : 700 | forty-two pound carronades - - - 16,500 
Carver’s bill - - - 2 g ° : 8,000 round shot - - - - - 3,600 
D, 000 grape - - - 2,500 
Huli and spars complete z S -$217,412 | iG 190 barrels of powder, at 45 tents: - - 8,550 
aag 7 í 2,000 cylinders, at 50 cts. - 3 a 
Blockmaker’s bill, including gun carriages 150 te ail A 315 i é i K 7 ease 
and every thing furnished by him -~ - $8,500} 150 battle-axes, at $1 50 2 - 2 "395 
Sailmaker’s bill, two suits - - 28,300] 150 pikes, at $1 50 - - - - 225 
Ropemaker’s bill, 120 tons, at 13 ‘ets. per Ib. 31,200} 150 pairs of pistols, at $10 - - - 1,500 
Tanner’s bill - 7 s s 750 150 sabres, at $3 - - - - - 450 
Painter’s bill - - = . $ - 2,500 | Colors and signals - - - - - 1,000 
Cooper’s bilt - - - - =- 7 5500| Anchors - -~-= 3800 
Boat-builder’sbill  - 1,700 | Kentledge, 120 tons, at $40 - = = 4,800 
Ordnance, 64 thirty-two pounders, and 22 Camboose = z p ; 1,500 
thirty-two pound carronades - - - 30,000 | Rigger’s bill, 35 men Tor 4 months, at $15 
6,000 thirty-two pound shot = - - - 9,600} per month ~ = a S 2,000 
1, ,500 thirty-two pound grape - = - 3,500] Charts and mathematical insirnnents; &c + 800 
’300 barrels powder, at 45 cents - ~ 13,500 | Contingencies . z 3 - - 4000 
4,000 cylinders, at 50 cents - - - 2000 jee as 
200 muskets, at $15 - =- = + 3,000) Equipment - - =~- - =- = 114,925 
200 battle-axes, at $1 50 - - - 300 ulead spars S : 3 3 : TE 
200 pikes, at $1 50 - - - - 300 EA 
200 pairs of pistols, at $10 - - - 2000| Building and equipment 2 3 $268,400 
200 sabres, at $3 -~ - - - - 600 = 
Colors and signals - - - - - 1,200 
Anchors - - - - 4,800 C. 
200 tons kentledge, at o - - - 8,000 


Estimate of the expense of building and equipping a 


Camboose - - - - 1,800 
Rigger’s bill, forty men, at “gis. per month sloop-of-war of the first class. 
for four months - - - 2,400 | 5,500 feet of live oak, at $1 30 - - $7,150 
Charts, compasses, books, mathematical in- | 22,000 feet white oak and yellow pne; at 30 
struments, &c. - - - - - 1,000 cenfs - - - 6,600 
Contingencies - - - - - - 5,000] 6,000 lhs. of copper bolts and spikes, at 40 
biii cents - - 2,400 
Equipment - - - - - - 167,450] 7,875 lbs. of sheathing copper, and nails, at 
Hull and spars complete - - - 217,412 45 cents - - - - - 3,543 
25 tons, 50,000 Ibs. of iron, at 6 cts. - 3,000 
Building and equipment - - $384,862 | 5,000 ibs. of lead, at 10 cts. - - - 509 
= Labor of carpenters and mast-makers - - 18,060 
Labor of j joiners, including stuff - - 1,100 
B. Blacksmiths’ work - - - . - 3,000 
Plumber’s work - - - - - 500 
Estimate of the expense of building and equipping @| Turner's bill - T x 2 z f 300 
forty-four gun frigate of the first class. Carver's bill K 4 2 Š i i 200 
14,400 feet of live oak, at $1 50 - - $21,000 ——_. 
85,000 feet white oak and yelow pine, at Huli and spars complete - - - $46,293 
30 cts. ~ - 25,500 = 
20,000 Ibs. copper bolts, at 40 cts, - - 8,000! Blockmaker’s bill, including gun carriages 
27,500 Ibs. copper sheathing and Bo at 45 and everything furnished by him - - 2, 000 00 
cents - - 12,375 | Sailmaker’s bill, 2 suits - - - 5,200 00 
75 tons, 150,000 lbs. afi iron, at 6 és - 9,000 | Ropemaker’s bill - - - - - 7100 00 
11,500 lbs. oflead, at 10 cts. - - - 1,150 | Tanner's bil - - - - s - 250 00 
Labor of carpenters and mast- makers - - 60,000 | Painter’s bill - - - - - - 600 00 
Labor of joiners, including stuff - 5,000 | Cooper’s bill = - = a - s - 1,150 00 
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Boat-builder’s bill - -= - - - 70000) Hull and spars n a a is - $46,293 
Ordnance, 20 thirty-two pound carronades, ` | Equipment - SEs - - = 85,930 

and two long twelve pounders - - 4,800 00 : 
Ordnance stores, 1,600 lbs. shot - - = 1,550 00 Building and equipment - - - $82,223 

45 bbls. powder, at 45 cents - - - 1,845 00 = 
1,000 cylinders, at 40 cents © -~ - - 40000 ; 

5 pa r 

R muskets ak ae Pe CA CS 5S Vs ae . [Communicated to.the Senate, January 29, 1816.] 

75 pikes, at $1 50 - = - = 11250 Navy Department, Jan. 27, 1816. 

7 pairs of pistols, at $10 - - - 75000 Sir: In compliance with the request of the 

75 sabres, at $3 - < R ž - 225 00 | Committee of the Senate on Naval Affairs, com- 
Colors and signals so oa - >`- `= 55000 | municated by your letter of the 23d, I have the 
Anchors - - + + ~ 1,100 00} honor to transmit to you for their information, 
Kentledge, 55 tenn: at B40 - -' = 2,200 00 | the papers herewith marked A, B, C; which 
Camboose - - = = — =- 80000 | contain the estimates of expense necessary to 
Rigger’s bill, 20 men for 3 months, at $15 keep in service, for one year, a seventy-four, a 

per month a - - =-  - 900 00} forty-four, and a twenty-two gun ship, respec- 
Charts, mathematical instruments, &e, - 45000) tively; each having a full complement of men 
Contingencies - - - - -= 2,000 00 


and officers, and provisions for twelve months. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
Equipment - - - - = $35,930 00 B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
= | Hon. Cuarues Tarr. 


A. 
Estimate of the annual expense of a seventy-four gun ship.—January, 1816.’ 


a 


PAY AND SUBSISTENCE. 


RANK. Pay per |Rations esti] Amount of Pay. 
| month. | mated with 
j pay- E 
1 Captain - - - - - - - - - $100 7 $1,200 00 
6 Lieutenants - - - - - - - - 40 12 2,880 00 
1 Surgeon - - - - - - - - - 50 l 600 00 
1 Chaplain - - - - - - - - 40 1 480 00 
1 Purser - - - - - - - - - 40 1 480 00 
8 Surgeon’s mates - ~ - - - - - 30 3 1,080 00 
2 Masters - - - - - - - - - 40 2 960 00 
1 Boatswain - - - - - - - - 20 1 240 00 
1 Gunner -~ - - - - - - - - 20 | 1 240 00 
1 Carpenter - - - - - - - - 20 j 1 240 00 
1 Sailmaker - - - - - - - - 20 1 240 00 
3 Master’s mates - - - - - - - 20 = 720 00 
0 Midshipmen - - - - - - - - 19 - 4,560 00 
1 Schoolmaster - - - - = - - - 25 - 300 00 
1 Uaptain’s. clerk a e 25 - 300 00 
6 Boatswain’s ‘es | 
3 Gunner’s mates H 
2 Carpenter’s ara me ee A Eh ae ee 19 | z 2136:00 
1 Sailmaker’s mate 
1 Armorer J, | 
1 Cooper 
1 Steward | 
1 Master-at-Arms 
1 Coxswain p 
1 Boatswain’s yeoman Se oy oe 18 | Ba 6,264 00 
1 Gunners yeoman 
1 Carpenter’s yeoman 
0 Quarter gunners 
8 Quartermasters 
2 Ship’s corporals 
1 Cook 
85 31 rations per day make 11,315 por annum, at 25 cts. - = 2,828 75 
200 Able scamen - ~- - - - + 12 i 28,800 00 
300 Ordinary seamen and boys - - - - + 10 = 36,000 00 
— Pay and subsistence of the Navy - - = > - - $91,148 75 


585 
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ESTIMATE A—Continued. — 


PAY AND SUBSISTENCE. 


RANK. TR lRations esti: Amount of Pay, 
month. mated with 
pay: 
1 Captain of marines - - - - - - - $40 2 $480 00 
1 First lieutenant - - - - - - 30 2 360 00 
1 Second lieutenant - - - - - - - 25 1 300 00 
3 Sergeants - - - - - - -= =- 9 - 324 00 
3 Corporals. - - - - - - - -| 8 ~ 288 00 
2 Musicians - - - - - - - - 7 - 168 00 
60 Privates - =- ç ž -= = -aoo ‘a 6 - 4,320 00 
656 5 rations per day make 1,825 per annum, at 25 cts. - ~ 456 25 
Pay and subsistence of marines - - -< = - - —————— 6,696 25 
Pay and subsistence of navy officers, seamen, and a 
marines - -< - - - - ` - - $97,845 00 
Provisions. 
597 barrels of beef, at $17 50 - - - - - - - - - $10,447 50 
512 barrels of pork, at $21 50 - Bs - - 5 z = = - - 11,008 00 
171 barrels of flour, at $10 © Š : å = = š H á ʻ z: 1,710 00 
16,056 pounds of suet, at 20 cents - - ` - - - - - . - 3,211 20 
209,264 pounds of bread, at 6 cents - - - - - - - - - - 12,555 84 
13,120 pounds of cheese, at 20 cents - - - - - - - - - 2,624 00 
4,264 pounds of butter, at 25 cents - ` - - - - - - - 1,066 00 
433 bushels of peas, at $130 + - z - = P = Š á t 692 90 
34,112 pounds of rice, at 5 cents - - - - = - - - - - 1,705 60 
2,132 gallons of molasses, at $1 - - = - - - - - - - 2,132 00 
2,132 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents - - - - . - ʻ - - 533 00 
14,924 gallons of spirit,at $1 - ao edee ao aa Bee i Oe ar ua 14,924 00 
Provisions for 656 persons - 5 ee - - = = $62,610 04 
Clothing for Marines. 
3 Sergeant’s suits, at $26 - - - Š “ - - - - ~ $78 00 
65 Corporals’, musicians’ and privates’ suits, at $24 a - - - - 1,560 00 
6 Pairs of shoulder knots, at $1 50 - - - - - - - - 9 00 
68 Caps, plumes, bands, and eagles, at $2 - - - - - - - 136 00 
68 Stocks, at 20 cents - - - - - - - - - - - 13 60 
272 Pairs of shoes, at $1 375 -~ - - - - - - - - - 374 00 
68 Blankets, at $5 - - - - - - - - - - - 340 00 
6 Watch coats, at $15 - - - - - - 7 - s 90 00 
Clothing - eee $8,600 60 
Military Stores for Marines. 
68 Knapsacks, at $1 - = - - - - - - - - - $68 00 
68 Brushes and prickers, at 25 cents ` = - - ~ - - - - 17 00 
Military stores -< a - - - - - - - $85 00 
. Recapitulation and General Estimate. 
Pay and subsistence ofthe Navy - - = - + - - = - - $91,148 75 
Pay and subsistence of marines - - - - - - - - - - 6,696 25 
Provisions - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 62,610 04 
Clothing of marines © -~ - - - - - - - - - - - 2,600 60 
` Military stores for marines - -o= - - -= - - - - 85 00 
Hospital stores and medicines a s s o oo a o o 1,600 00 
Contingencies, wear and tear, &c. - - - - - - - - - - 25,000 00 


Whole annual expense of a seventy-four - - . - - $189,740 64 
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rer a aa 
B. 
Estimate of the annual expense of a forty-four gun ship.—January, 1816. 


SSON 


PAY AND SUBSISTENCE. 


RANK. ` j Amount of Pay. 
Pay per |Rations esti- 
month. | mated with| 


pay. 
CTO en A eee Bee ee 
1 Captain - - - - 7 7 7 7 +f 8100 7 $1,200 00 
6 Lieutenants - - - - a . 7 40 12 2,880 00 
1 Surgeon - - - 7 7 7 7 7 * 50 1 600 00 
1 Chaplain - - - - - ` 7 r 40 1 480 00 
1 Purser - - - - = - - - 7 40 1 480 00 
2 Surgeon’s mates - - - - = -= . 30 2 720 00 
1 Master - - - “ - - - - 7 40 1 480 00 
1 Boatswain 
1 Gunner 
1 Carpenter 4 E SA R a 20 4 960 00 
1 Sailmaker 
2 Master’s mates a an a hg. oe oa 20 t 480 00 
20 Midshipmen - - - - - -. = a 19 s 4,560 00 
1 Captain’s clerk - - - “ = a Š 25 300 00 
2 Poenmra a mates i 
1 Gunner's mate p 
1 Carpenter’s mate Me aa e o A 19 s 1,140 00 
1 Sailmaker’s mate 
1 Armorer 
1 Cooper 
1 Steward 
1 Master-at-Arms 
1 aero 
1 Boatswain yeoman 
1 Gunner’s 7 do. 28 - 7 m a = a 18 6,048 00 
1 Carpenter’s do. 
10 Quarter gunners 
8 Quartermasters 
1 Ship’s corporal 
1 Cook 
150. Able seamen - - - - - - - - 12 P 21,600 00 
170 Ordinary seamen and boys " - - 4 = 10 a 20,400 00 
29 rations per day make 10,585 per annum, at 25 cts. - - 2,646 25 
Pay end subsistence of the Navy - ‘a = 7 = s $64,974 25 
1 First lieutenant of marines - - - - - 30 2 360 00 
1 Second lieutenant - “ - - - = - 25 1 300 00 
3 Sergeants - - - - - - - - 9 "A 324 00 
2 Corporals _ - - - - - - 8 2 192 00 
2 Musicians . = - - - - a a 7 A 168 00 
48 Privates - - - - - - - = . 6 è 3,456 00 
450 
3 rations per day make 1,095 per annum, at 25 cents - - 273 75 
Pay and subsistence of marines - - - -. - à ——— 5,07375 
Pay and subsistence of navy officers, seamen, and 
mannes. 10 "es bery ay? ees Sa ns : - $70,048 00 


i E a 
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Provisions. 
410 barrels of beef, at $17 50 Š x - 3 ” à 5 $ - - - - $7,175 00 
351 barrels of pork, at $21 50 - =- - + - = - -= - ~ 7,546 00 
118 barrels of flour, at $10 - - - > a - > é - - - - 1,180 00 
11,700 pounds suet, at 20 cents per pound - - - - - - - - - - 2,340 00 
9,000 pounds cheese, at 20 cents - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,800 00 
143,550 pounds bread, at 6 cents - - - - $ - - - - - - - 8,613 00 
2,985 pounds butter, at 25 cenis - - - - $ 7 z - - - - - TAG 25 
374 bushels peas, at $1 - 2 š - -` 7 = z - - - - 486 20 
23,400 pounds rice, at 5 cents - - - - - - - - = - - - 1,170 00 
1 462} gallons molasses, at $1 per gkitor - - - - - g - - - - 1,462 50 
1,4624 gallons vinegar, at 25 cents - - - - - - - - $ = - - 365 63 
10,2373 gallons spirit, at $1 - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - 10,237 50 
Provisions - - - = - - - - - - - à - - $43,122 08 


Clothing for Marines. 


3 Sergeant’s suits, at $26 2 - - 7 s 7 $ 5 F; e P = - $78 00 
52 Corporals, musicians, and privates’ suits, at $24 = - - - - - = a - 1,248 00 
5 Pairs shoulder knots, at $1 50 - - - - : - - - - 7 a 7 7 50 
55 Cap plumes, bands, and eagles, at $2 - ~ - - - - - - - - - 110 00 
55 Stocks, at 20 cents = è 5 $ - š a A s P a 7 - - 1200 
55 Blankets, at $5 = - - - - - - ‘ x z $ z - . : - 275 00 
220 Pairs shoes, at $1 37} - - - - - - a - - - - - - - 302 50 
6 Watch coats; at $15 7 - - - Š n S 7 é 2 5 2 Ś - 9000 


Clothing - - =- a - Ze - af Qa us 


Military Stores for Marines. 


55 Knapsacks, at $1 - - - - - 2 3 = z 3 5 y - $55 00 
55 Brushes and prickers, at 25 tenta - - - - - - - em 5 á - 13 75 

Military stores - - - - - - - - s z š - P $ - $68 75 

Recapitulation of general estimate. 

Pay and subsistence of the Navy - = a è z s x ʻ = š s - $64,974 25 
Pay and subsistence of marines - - s = a - £ A is FS E - 5,073 75 
Provisions - - - - - ʻ a Š = - - $ - S < - 43,122 08 
Clothing of marines - - - - " z 2 a ” z A z f - 2,122 00 
Military stores - - - - - - 7 - a - - s - $ E 68 75 
Hospital stores and medicines - . = - - - - à = Š S - 1,350 00 
Contingencies, wear and tear, &c. - - - - - - - - - ~ - - 17,500 00 


‘Whole annual expense of a forty-four ~- - - - - - - - $134,210 83 
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Cc. 


; `. Estimate of the annual expense of a sloop-of-war of the first class:—January, 1816. 


RANK. 

1 Captain - a Sg ye Ta 
3 Lieutenants - - ads £ 
1 Purser - - 7 a ù a 
` 1 Surgeon - - - z x 
2 Surgcon’s mates - .- > < 
1 Sailing-master -~ - 7 = 
1 Boatswain - - - - š 
1 Gunner - - b - = 


1Sailmaker - - 

1 Carpenter - - 
_3 Master’s mates -~ - é - 
10 Midshipmen - 

1 Captain’s clerk > - 

2 Boatswain’s mates 

T Gunner’s mate be 
- 1 Carpenter’s mate 

1 Coxswain 

2 Yeomen 
_ 6 Quarter-gunners 

4 Quartermasters 

1 Armorer . 18 

1 Steward 

1 Cooper 

1 Master-at-arms 

1 Cook 
60 Able seamen - - - - 
48 Ordinary seamen and boys ~ - 

20 rations per day make 7,300 per 
Pay and subsistence of the Navy 

'1 Second Lieutenant of Marines - 


1 Sergeant - - - - - 
2 Corporals - - - - - 
2 Musicians - - - - - 
21 Privates — - = - - 


1 ration per day makes 365 per annum, at 25 cents 


Pay and subsistence of marines - 


Pay and subsistence of Navy officers, seamen, and marines 


25 cents - 


| 
| 


1 3 n, 1 Le ae 
DNDN ow 


167 barrels of beef, at $17 50 
144 barrels of pork, at $21 50 
48 barrels of flour, at $10 - 
4,504 pounds of suet, at 20 cents 
58,696 pounds of bread, at 6 cents 
3,680 pounds of cheese, at 20 cents 
1,196 pounds of butter, at 25 cents 
150 bushels of peas, at $1 30 
9,568 pounds of rice, at 5 cents 
598 gallons of molasses, at $1 
598 gallons of vinegar, at 25 cents 
4,186 gallons of spirit, at $1 - 


Provisions. 


Provisions for one hundred and eighty-four persons 


month. 


PAY AND SUBSISTENCE, 


Pay per j Rations esti- 


mated with 


pay. 


oo ee ee OY oy 


ro r 


Amount of pay. 


3,888 00 


2,371 25 


$32,276 25 


$2,922 50 
3,096 00 
480 00 
900 80 
3,621 76 
736 00 
299 00 
195 00 
478 40 
598 00 
149 50 

- 4,186 00 
$17,562 96 


—— 


for eo r toad 
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Clothing for Marines. 


1 Sergeant’s suit = - - - - = $26 00 

25 Corporals, musicians, and privates’ suits, 
at $24 - - - - - - 600 00 
3 pairs of shoulder knots, at $1 50 - - 4650 
26 caps, plumes, bands, and eagles, at $2 - 52 00 
26 stocks, at 20 cents - - - - - 520 
26 blankets, at $5 - - . - - 130 00 
104 pairs of shoes, at $1 374 - - 143 00 
2 watch coats, at $15 - - - - 30 00 
$990 70 

Military Stores for Marines. 
26 knapsacks, at $1 - - - - ~~ $26 00 
26 brushes and prickers, at 25 cents - - 6 50 
$32 50 
Recapitulation and general estimate. 

Pay and subsistence of the Navy - - $29,905 00 
Pay and subsistence of marines -~ - 2,371 25 
Provisions - - - - - - 17,562 96 
Clothing of marines - - - - 990 70 
Military stores for marines - - - 32 50 
Hospital stores and medicines -< =- 800 00 
Contingencies, wear and tear, &c. - 7,500 00 


$59,162 41 


CAPTORS OF THE BRITISH SHIP-OF-WAR 
LEVANT REWARDED. 


[Communicated to the House, February 5, 1816.] 


Mr. Pieasants made the following report: 
The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of Captain Charles Stewart, 
late commander of the frigate Constitution, pray- 
ing to be paid the value of the Levant, a British 
ship-of-war captured by the Constitution in her 
late cruise, and taken by force out of the harbor 
of Port Praya, a neutral port, by a squadron of 
British ships, have had the said petition under 
consideration, and make the following report: 
The petitioner states that. on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary 1815, with the frigate Constitution under 
his command, whilst cruising in the neighbor- 
hood of the island of Madeira, he fell in with two 
British ships of war, the Cyane mounting thirty- 
four guns, and the Levant mounting twenty-one; 
that the Constitution brought the two ships to 
action, and captured both after a conflict of forty 
minutes; that having taken possession of her 
prizes the Constitution proceeded on her cruise, 
and on the 10th of March anchored with her 
prizes in Port Praya in St. Jago, one of the Cape 
de Verd islands belonging to Portugal; that, on 
the next day, March the 11th, whilst lying in the 
said port, they discovered a squadron of ships, 
which ultimately proved to be British, consisting 
of three sail, two of sixty-eight and one of fifty 
guns, commanded by Sir George Collier; that 
the Constitution with her prizes immediately got 
under way, and with much difliculty escaped the 
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enemy, who had approached very near, under 
cover of a thick fog, before they were discovered; 
that the Constitution and Cyane got off without 
being brought to action by so superior a force, 
and the Levant, which had moved in a direction 
to divide the attention of the enemy, being pur- 
sued, was enabled to get back into Port Praya, 
and anchored close under the batteries, thinking 
the enemy would respect the neutrality of the 
port; that in that situation she was attacked and 
taken possession of by the enemy, without any at- 
tempt on the part of the Portuguese to prevent 
the outrage. 

The petitioner asks of Congress to pay to the 
officers and crew of the Constitution the value of 
the Levant, she having been captured by them 
on the high seas, and forcibly taken from a neu- 
tral port by the enemy. 

The committee are of opinion that the peti- 
tioners have not a right to demand of the United 
States the value of the said prize. Though the 
Government have a right to demand of the Por- 
tuguese Government compensation for the out- 
rage committed in one of their ports, and if com- 
pensation is made, the amount ought to be paid 
to the captors, yet, in the many and great losses 
sustained by our citizens during the late war in 
Europe by the violation of their neutral rights, it 
has not been the practice of the Government to 
make compensation for such losses. Were it to 
be done in this case, the captors would be placed 
ina more eligible situation than if the outrage 
had not been committed; in that case they would 
have had to encounter the ordinary dangers of the 
sea in bringing their prize into port; and also 
the hazard of recapture by the enemy. But pro- 
ceeding on the principle acted on by Congress in 
other cases which oceurred during the late war, 
of making some compensation for the gallantry 
and good conduct of the officers and men, where 
they did not succeed in getting their prizes into 
port, and such gallantry and good conduct having 
been signally displayed in this action, the proper 
tribunals having determined that the force of the 
enemy was superior, the committee taking the 
case of the Frolic captured by the Wasp, and 
recaptured by the enemy, as a proper criterion, 
the force of the Levant being about equal to that 
of the Frolic, and the compensation made being 
twenty-five thousand dollars, recommend the pas- 
sage of an act authorizing the payment of that 
sum to the officers and crew of the Constitution, 
to be deducted from the value of the Levant, pro- 
vided the Government succeed in obtaining such 
value from the Portuguese Government. For 
this purpose they herewith report a bill. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled. The petition of the subscriber respect- 
Sully showeth : 


PHILADELPHIA, December 22, 1815. 
That, on the 20th day of February, 1815, the 
United States frigate Constitution, then under 
his command, did, in pursuance of the orders of 
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Jago, one of the Cape de Verds, in the possession 
of the troops and subjects of the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, with whom we were at peace, and 
from whom there had issued a declaration of 
neutrality when the war between the United 
States and Great Britain was made known to 
him ; that your petitioner, having come to anchor 
with the Constitution, and the above named 
prizes, in Port Praya, in the aforesaid island of 
St. Jago, on the 10th day of March, 1815, dis- 
covered, on the following day, (while preparations 
were making by your petitioner to divest himself 
of his prisoners, by sending them on parole to 
Barbadoes agreeable to his instructions,) off the 
port, a squadron of three ships of war, belonging 
to the King of Great Britain, commanded by his 
officers generally, and under the command of the 
honorable Sir George Collier particularly, con- 
sisting of the Leander of sixty-eight guns, New-. 
castle of sixty-eight guns, and Acasta of fifty 
guns; that the said squadron by means of, and 
covered by, a thick fog, approached the ship Con- 
stitution and her two prizes within three miles 
before they were discovered, which near approach 
left no time for your petitioner to hesitate or de- 
liberate on the situation of your good ship the 
Constitution and her two prizes, but obliged him, 
for the security of that valuable vessel intrusted 
to his care, to get under weigh and rescue her 
from the probable grasp of the enemy, which 
your petitioner did, taking with him the two 
prize ships aforesaid, that they might be used ac- 
cording to circumstances, and for the purpose of 
saving the Constitution: all of which was done 
according to the best skill and judgment of your 
petitioner; and your precious ship the Constitu- 
tion returned in safety to the port of Boston. 

And your petitioner begs leave to state, to 
your honorable body, that while they were in the 
act of getting under weigh in the harbor of Port 
Praya, the flag of the Prince Regent of Portugal 
was hoisted on two scveral forts, and a fire opened 
from their batteries upon the Constitution and 
her two prizes; several shot from them passing 
both over and striking near the bends of the Con- 
stitution ; that after your petitioner had derived 
all the advantages he could from his prizes afore- 
said, the Levant returned into the harbor of Port 
Praya, and came to anchor close to the batteries 
thereof, where she was Soon after attacked by the 
aforesaid squadron, under the command of the 
aforesaid Sir George Collier, and forcibly taken 


harbor of Port Praya aforesaid, without the troops, 
garrison, or subjects of the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal making any resistance or hindrance what- 
ever, as they were in duty bound to do within 
the harbors and neutral waters of the Prince 
Regent of Portugal. 

Your petitioner, therefore, for and in behalf of 
himself, the gallant officers, and crew of the frigate 
Constitution under his command, and in consid- 
eration of their being so unlawfully and unjustly 
robbed and deprived of the usual advantages that 
would accrue to them, for their gallantry in en- 
gaging and subduing the aforesaid two ships-of- 
war belonging to the King of Great Britain, 
humbly beg your honorable body will take this 
their case into consideration; and that you will 
be pleased to grant to them the value of the said 
ship Levant, of which they have been deprived 
as above stated; and your petitioner will ever 


pray, &c. ; 
CHARLES STEWART, 
Laute commander of frigate Constitution. 


Navy Department, January 5, 1816. 


Sır: In compliance with the instructions of 
the honorable Committee upon Naval Affairs, 
communicated by your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
I have the honor tu enslose to you papers No. 1 
to 6; which contain all the information in the 
possession of this Department relative to the cap- 
ture of the British vessels of war Cyane and Le- 
vant, by the United States’ frigate Constitution, 
under the command of Captain Charles Stewart, 
of the United States’ Navy. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 

Hon. James PLeasanrs, Jun. 

Chairman Com. on Naval Affairs. 


No. 1. 
U.S. FRIGATE CONSTITUTION, May, 1815. 


Sir: On the 20th of February last, the island 
of Madaria bearing about west-southwest, distant 
sixty leagues, we fell in with His Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s two ships of war the Cyane and the Le- 
vant, and brought them to action about 6 o’clock 
in the evening-§ both of which, after a spirited 
engagement of forty minutes, surrendered to the 
ship under my command. 

Considering the advantages derived by the 
enemy, from a divided and more active force, as 
also their superiority in the weight and number 
of their guns, 1 deem the speedy and decisive re- 
sult of this action the strongest assurance which 
can be given to Government that all under my 
command did their duty, and gallantly supported 
the reputation of American seamen. 

Enclosed you will receive the minutes of the 
action, and a list of the killed and wounded on 
board this ship; also, enclosed, you will receive, 
for your information, a statement of the actual 
force of the enemy, and the number of killed and 
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‘wounded on board their ships as near as could be 
ascertained. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
CHARLES STEWART. 
Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


No. 2. 

Minutes of the chase of the United States frigate Con- 
stitution, by an English squadron of three ships, 
from out the harbor of Port Praya, island of St. 
Jago. ` 

Commences with fresh breezes and foggy 

weather; at five minutes past 12, discovered a 

large ship through the fog, standing in for Port 

Praya; at eight minutes past 12, discovered two 

other large ships astern of her, also standing in 

for the port. From their general appearance, 
supposed them to be one of the enemy’s squad- 
rons, and, from the litile respect hitherto paid by 
them to neutral waters, I deemed it most prudent 
to putto sea. The signal was made to the Cyane 
and Levant to get under weigh; at twelve after 
meridian, with our topsail set, we cut our cable 
and got under weigh, (when the Portuguese 
opened a fire on us from several of their batteries 
on shore;) the prize ships followed our motivos, 
and stood out of the harbor of Port Praya close 
under East point, passing the enemy’s squadron 
about gunshot to windward of them. Crossed 
our top-gallant yards and set foresail, mainsail, 
spanker, flying jib, and top-gallant sails. The 
enemy seeing us under weigh, tacked ship, and 
made all sail in chase of us. As far as we could 
judge of their rates from the thickness of the 
weather, supposed them two ships-of-the-line, 
and one frigate. At half past meridian, cut away 
the boats towing astern, first cutter and gig; at 

1 P. M. found our sailing about equal with the 

ship on our quarter, but the frigate luffing, gain- 

ing our wake, and rather dropping astern of us; 
finding the Cyane dropping astern and to leeward, 

and the frigate gaining on her fast, I found it im- 

possible to save her if she continued on the same 

course, without having the Constitution brought 
to action by their whole force; I made the signal 
at ten minutes past 1 P. M. to her to tack ship, 
which was complied with. This maneuvre, | 
conceived, would detach one of the enemy’s 
ships in pursuit of her, while, atthe same time, 
from her position, she would be enabled to reach 
the anchorage at Port Praya before the detached 
ships could come up with her; but, if they did 
not tack after her, it would afford her an oppor- 
tunity to double their rear, and make her escape 
before the wind. They all continued in full 
chase of the Levant and this ship; the ship on 
our lee quarter firing by divisions broadsides; her 
shot falling short of us. At 3 P. M. by our hav- 
ing dropped the Levant considerably, her situa- 
tion became (from the position of the enemy’s 

‘frigate) similar to the Cyane, it became neces- 

sary to separate also from the Levant, or risk this 

ship being brought to action to cover her. 1 

made the signal at five minutes past 3 for her to 


tack, which was complied with; at twelve min- 
utes past three, the whole of the enemy’s squad- 
ron tacked in pursuit of the Levant, and gave up 
the pursuit of this ship. This sacrifice of the 
Levant became necessary for the preservation of 
the Constitution. Sailiogmaster Hixon, mid- 
shipman Varnum, one boatswain’s mate, and 
twelve men, were absent on duty in the fifth cut- 
ter, to bring the cartel brig under our stern. 


No. 3. 

Minutes of the action between the United States frig- 
ate Constitution, and His Majesty’s ships Cyane 
and Levant, on the 20th February, 1815. 
Commences with light breezes from the east- 

ward and cloudy weather ; at L, discovered a sail 

two points on the larboard bow; hauled up and 
made sail in chase; at quarter past 1, made the 
sail to be a ship; at three-quarters past 1, discov- 

ered another sail ahead; made them out at2 P. M. 

to be both ships, standing close hauled with their 

starboard tacks on board. At4 P. M. the weath- 
ermost ship made signals, and bore up for her 
consort, then about ten miles to leeward; we 
bore up after her, and set lower topmast, topgal- 
lant, and royal studding sails in chase; at half 
past 4, carried away our main royal mast; took 
in the sails and got another prepared. At 5P. 
M. commenced firing on the chase, from our two 
larboard bow guns; our shot falling short, ceased 
firing; at half past 5, finding it impossible to 
prevent their junction, cleared ship for action, 
then about four miles from the two ships; at 
forty minutes after 5, they passed within hail 
of each other, and hauled by the wind on the 
starboard tack, hauled up their courses, aud pre- 
pared to receive us; at forty-five minutes past 5, 
they made all sail close hauled by the wind, in 
hopes of getting to windward of us; at fifty-five 
minutes past 5, finding themselves disappointed 
in their object, and we were closing with them 
fast, they shortened sail, and formed on a line of 
wind about half a cable’s length from each other. 
At 6 P. M., having them under command of our 
battery, hoisted our culors, which was answered 
by both ships hoisting English ensigns, At five 
minutes past 6, ranged up on the starboard side 
of the sternmost ship about three hundred yards 
distant, and commenced the action by broadsides, 
both ships returning our fire with great spirit for 
about fifteen minutes; then the fire of the enemy 
beginning to slacken, and the great column of 
smoke collected under our lee induced us to cvase 
our fire to ascertain their positions and condi- 
tions; and in about three minutes, the smoke 
clearing away, we found ourselves abreast of the 
headmost ship, the sternmost ship luffing up for 
our larboard quarter; we poured a broadside into 
the headmost ship, and then braced aback our 
main and mizzen topsails, and backed astern un- 
der cover of the smoke, abreast the steramost 
ship; when the action was continued with spirit 
and considerable effect until thirty-five minutes 
past 6, when the enemy’s fire again slackened, 
and we discovered the headmost bearing Up; 
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filled our topsails, shot ahead, and gave her two 
stern rakes; we then discovered the sternmost 
ship wearing also, wore ship immediately after 
her,.and gave her a stern rake, she luffing too on 
our starboard bows, and giving us her larboard 
broadside ; we ranged up on her larboard quarter 
within hail, and was about to give her our star- 
board broadside, when she struck her colors, fired 
a lee gun, and yielded. At fifty minutes past 6, 
took possession of His Majesty’s ship Cyane, 
Captain Gordon Falcon, mounting thirty-four 
guns. At8 P. M. filled away after her consort, 
which was still in sight to leeward ; at half past 8, 
found her standing towards us, with her starboard 
tack close hauled, with topgallant sails set, and 
colors flying ; at fifty minutes past eight, ranged 
close along side to windward of her, on opposite 
tacks, and exchanged broadsides, wore immedi- 
ately under her stern and raked her with a broad- 
side, she then crowded all sail, and endeavored 
to escape by running ; hauled on board our tacks, 
set spanker and flying jib in chase; at half past 
9, commenced firing on her from our starboard 
bow chaser, gave her several shot, which cut her 
spars and rigging considerably ; at 10 P. M., find- 
ing they could not escape; fired a gun, struck her 
colors, and yielded. ` We immediately took pos- 
session of His Majesty’s ship Levant, Hon. Cap- 
tain George Douglas, mounting twenty-one guns. 
At 1 A.M. the damages of our rigging were re- 
pared, sails shifted, and the ship in fighting con- 
ition. tng 


No. 4.— General Orders. 
U.S. Fricats CONSTITUTION, 
February 23, 1815. 

Captain Stewart takes the first opportunity of 
returning his thanks to the officers, seamen, ordi- 
nary seamen, and marines of this ship, for their 
gallantry, order, and discipline, displayed by all 
under his command on the night of the 20th in- 
stant, while engaged with His Majesty’s late ships 
Cyane and Levant, and congratulates them on 
the glorious result of their exertions; a result 
which could not have been produced against so 
superior a force, commanded by distinguished 
officers, without the energy and order so con- 
spicuously exhibited by all on that occasion. 
We were not only outnumbered in guns and 
weight of metal by the enemy, but had also to 
contend witha more active class of vessels, and 
a divided force, which gave to them every ad- 
vantage. Be assured that the laurels you have 
acquired for yourselves will never fade, and that 
the share of glory you have given to your coun- 
try will be hailed by your fellow-citizens with 
the greatest satisfaction, and posterity, in behold- 
ing the trophies gained by your gallant predeces- 
sors in victory, shall view with grateful sensa- 
tions the two which you have added to their 
number. 

You will accept his thanks for the promptness 
with which you repaired the damages and secured 
the three ships, and he assures you that it will 
not be least among your merits, when itis known, 


that in one hour after a contest so severe, your 
own ship was ready to fight another action, and 
your prizes enabled to make sail. 

The excellent example hitherto shown by our 
naval victors in their respect towards the persons 
and property of a subdued enemy, he trusts, will 
not be deviated from by any under hiscommand; - 
surely, there can be none among you who can be 
desirous of tarnishing so much of your well- 
earned glory, as to hesitate between the choice 
of being scornfully pointed at as a plunderer, or 
to perceive the finger of satisfaction selecting 
you as a hero. If, therefore, any of you have 
unwarily possessed yourselves improperly of either 
public or private property, he commands you to 
give it immediately to the commanding officer. 
‘You surely cannot wish to bring disgrace on 
your commander or your officers, whom you have 
so gallantly supported. 

It is much to be regretted, that on occasions . 
like the present, the commander is not permitted 
to see with his own eyes the distinguished mer- 
its of each officer, that he might thank them in- 
dividually for their cxertions, but as all must 
have done their duty well to produce such deci- 
sive effect, he begs they will receive his thanks 
collectively. He tenders to the officers com- 
manding the gundeck, forecastle, and quarter- 
deck divisions, his thanks for the steady and in- 
cessant fire kept up by their batteries, the vivacity 
of which nothing could surpass. To Captain 
Hendersonand Lieutenant Freeman, commanding 
the marines, he owes his grateful thanks for the 
lively and well-directed fire kept up by the de- 
tachment under their command. He thanks Mr. 
Hixon, and the officers stationed on the forecas- 
tle and tops, for their steady attention to orders, 
and the promptness with which they replaced 
everything important that was shot away. To 
Mr. Pottinger, and the officers superintending the 
magazines and passages, he gives his thanks for 
the facility with which every essential was fur- 
nished the batteries from their departments. To 
Doctor Kearney, and his assistants in the cock- 
pit, he feels great obligations for their humanity 
and skill in relieving and assisting the wounded. 
Captain Stewart begs Lieutenant Ballard to ac- 
cept his thanks for the prompt assistance he gave 
him in all the operations and mancuvres of the 
ship, for the alacrity with which every order was 
attended to, and the promptness with which they 
were executed, and he assures him that the gal- 
lantry and good conduct displayed by him on 
that occasion will make a lasting impression on 
his gratitude. ToMr. Humphreys, commanding 
the flag-guard, and the officers attached to him 
as aids, he gives his thanks, and assures them 
that he is highly satisfied with their gallantry 
and support. 


No. 5. 
U. S. FRIGATE Constirotion, 
Off New York, May 18, 1815. 
Sır: Agreeably to an act of Congress, I have 
the pleasure to transmit to you the flags of His 
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Britannic Majesty’s late ships Cyane and Levant, 
by Captain Henderson, commanding the detach- 
ment of marines on board the Constitution, whom 
I beg leave to recommend to your notice. 

Captain Henderson is also the bearer of one of 
the Constitution’s muskets, which I request your 
permission to deposite in the Navy Department, 
as an evidence of the veracity of the late enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. . ; 

= CHARLES STEWART. 


Hon. B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


— 


No. 6. 


BALTIMORE; May 2, 1815. 


Sır: Ihave the honor to make known to you 
my arrival at this place with a part of the offi- 
cers and crew of the United States frigate Con- 
stitution, captured in a prize, the Levant, in the 
harbor of Port Praya, in the island of St. Jago, 
by a squadron of His Britannic Majesty’s ships, 
consisting of the Leander, Sir George Collier, 
the Newcastle, Lord George Stewart, and the 
Acasta, Captain Kerr. For the particulars of 
my recapture, I beg leave to refer you to the en- 
closéd' extract from the log-book of the Levant. 

Having caused the destruction of my own 
papers, as well as those of the officers with me, I 
can only say to you, relative to the Constitution, 
that, after leaving the port of Boston, she sever- 
ally cruised off the islands of Bermuda and Ma- 
deira, in the Bay of Biscay, and for some time in 
sight of the Rock of Lisbon, without having 
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a 
met with but two of thé enemy’s vessels, one of 
which was destroyed, the other ordered in; and 
that, on the evening of the 20th of February, the 
island of Maderia bearing west-southwest distant 
seventy leagues, fell in with, engaged, and, after 
a close action of forty minutes, captured His 
Britannic Majesty’s ships Cyane, Captain Gor- 
don Falcon, and Levant, Hon. Captain Douglas. 
It would, sir, be deemed presumption in me to 
attempt to give you particular details respecting 
the nature of this action; I shall, therefore, only 
remark, generally, that every officer, seaman, and 
marine on board did their duty. I cannot, how- 
ever, deny myself the pleasure that this opportu- 
nity affords me of noticing the brilliant manage- 
ment of Captain Charles Stewart, through whose 
unerring judgment every attempt of an ingeni- 
ous enemy to gain a raking position was frus- 
trated. I have the honor to be, &e. 
HENRY E. BALLARD. 


The Cyane mounted. on her main deck twenty- 
two 32lb. carronades ; on her upper deck ten 181b. - 
carronades, two long 9’s, and one 121b. carronade, 
on a travelling carriage, with a complement of 
175 men. 

The Levant mounted eighteen 32lb. carron- 
ades, two long 9’s, and one 121b. carronade, with 
138 men on board. 

The Constitution had four killed and. nine 
wounded; the Cyane, seven killed and seventeen 
wounded ; the Levant, nine killed and seventeen 
wounded. 

Hon. B. W., CROWNINSHIELD, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the 
thirty-first day of March next, so much of the act, 
entitled “An act to: provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government and 
maintaining the public credit, by duties on sales 
at auction, and on licenses to retail wines, spirit- 
uous liquors, and foreign merchandise, and for 
increasing the rates of postage,” passed the twenty- 
third day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, as imposes additional duties on 
postage, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, February 1, 1816. 


‘An Act continuing in force certain acts laying duties 
on bank notes, refined sugars, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be it enacted, £c, That the act, entitled “An 
act laying duties on notes of banks, bankers, and 
certain companies; on notes, bonds, and obliga- 
tions, discounted by banks, bankers, and certain 
companies; and on bills of exchange of certain 


descriptions,” passed the second day of August, | 


one thousand eight hundred and thirteen, and the 
act supplementary to said act, passed the tenth 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, and the act, entitled “An act laying 
duties on sugar refined within the United States,” 
passed the twenty-fourth day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be, and the 
same are hereby, continued in force; anything 
in the said acts in anywise to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 
Approved, February 1, 1816. 


An Act to continue in force the act, entitled “An act 

` for imposing additional duties upon all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported from any foreign port or 
place, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the additional duties 
upon goods, wares, and merchandise, imported 
into the United States, and upon the tonnage of 
vessels, imposed by the act, entitled “An act for 
imposing additional duties upon all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported from any foreign port 
or place, and for other purposes,” passed on the 
first day of July, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, shall continue to be laid, 
levied, and collected in the mode therein pre- 
scribed, subject in all respects to the same regula: 
tions and provisions, and with the like fines, pen- 
alties, forfeitures, and remedics for breaches of the 
law. as are now provided by law, until the thir- 
tieth day of June next, anything in the said act 
to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstand- 
ing. 

“Bec. 2. And be it Jurther enacted, That, from 
and after the said thirtieth day of June next, there 
shall be laid, levied, and collected, in the manner 
and under the regulations and allowances now 
prescribed by law, for the collection and draw- 
back of duties on foreign goods, wares, and mer- 


chandise,an additional duty of forty-two per cent, 
on the duties which shall then exist on foreign 
goods, wares, and merchandise, until a new tariff 
of duties shall be established by law. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be so construed as to 
contravene any provision of any commercial 
treaty, or convention, concluded between the 
United States and any foreign Power or State; 
nor so as to impair, or in anywise affect the pro- 
visions of the act, entitled “An act to repeal so 
much of the several acts imposing duties on the 
tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, wares, 
and merchandise, imported into the United States, 
as imposes a discriminating duty on tonnage be- 
tween foreign vessels and vessels of the United 
States, and between goods imported into the 
United States in foreign vessels and in vessels of 
the United States,” passed on the third day of 
March, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen. 

Approved, February 5, 1816. 


An Act to continue in force “An act entitled an act 
laying a duty on imported salt, granting a bounty 
on pickled fish exported, and allowances to certain 
vessels employed in the fisheries.” ‘ 


Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled “An 
act laying a duty on imported salt, granting a 
bounty on pickled fish exported, and allowances to 
certain vessels employed in the fisheries,” passed 
on the twenty-ninth day of July, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, continued in force, any- 
thing in the said act to the contrary thereof in 
any wise notwithstanding. 

Approved, February 9, 1816. 


An Act concerning certain Courts of the United States 
in the State of New York. 

Be it enacted, §c., That no legal proceedings 
whatever in the courts of the United States, for 
the northern district of New York, shall be dis- 
continued, abated, impaired, or affected, by reason 
that the last terms of the district court for the 
said northern district, appointed to be held at 
Utica and Canandaigua were not held, but that 
every proceeding whatever shall be in the same 
state, and have the same force and effect, as if the 
said terms had been duly held. 

Approved, February 15, 1816. 


An Act to increase the pensions of Robert White, Ja- 
cob Wrighter, John Young, and John Crampersoy. 

Be it enacted, Fc., That there be, and hereby 
is, granted to Robert White, of Reading, in the 
State of Vermont, who, in the defence of Fort 
Erie, lost both his arms by a cannon shot, in lieu 
of the pension to which he is now entitled by law, 
a pension of forty dollars per month, to commence 
on the fifth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen; to Jacob Wrighter, of the 
city of Trenton, in the State of New Jersey, who 
lost his right arm and right leg at the capture of 
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‘Little York, in Upper Canada, in lieu of the pen- 
sion to which he is now entitled by law, a-pen- 
sion of thirty dollars per month, to commence on 
the tenth day of May, one thousand eight hund- 
red and fifteen; to John Young, of the town of 
_Buston, and State of Massachusetts, who lost both 
arms at French Creek, in descending the river 
< St. Lawrence, by a cannon ball, in lieu of the 
pension to which he is now entitled by law, a 
pension of forty dollars per month, to commence 
from the thirtieth day of April, one thousand 
‘eight hundred and fifteen; and to John Cramper- 
‘sey, of the town of Beverly, and State of Massa- 
chusetts, who lost both arms in the late war with 
Great Britain, in licu of the pension to which he 
is how entitled by law, a pension of forty dollars 
per month, to commence from the fifteenth day 
of November, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen; and the Secretary of War is hereby di- 
rected to place the said Robert White, Jacob 
Wrighter, John Young, and John Crampersey, 
on the pension list accordingly. 
Approved, February 22, 1816.. 


——— 


An Act to repeal the duties on certain articles manu- 
Š factured within the United States. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the act, entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on various goods, 
wares, and merchandise, manufactured within the 
United States,” passed the eighteenth of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and also 
the act, entitled “An act to provide additional 
revenue for defraying the expenses of Govern- 
ment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, and 
jewelry, and paste work, manufactured within 
the United States,” passed on the twenty-seventh 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, be, and the same are hereby, repealed: 
‘Provided, That for the recovery and receipt of 
such duties as have accrued, and remain out- 
standing, and for the recovery and distribution of 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and the remission 
thereof, which have been incurred in relation to 
any duty which shall have heretofore accrued, 
the provisions of the aforesaid acts shall remain 
in full force and virtue. 

Approved, February 22, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of John Redman Coxe. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the duties which have 
been secured to be paid by John Redman Coxe 
to the United States, on the importation into the 
same of a philosophical apparatus, and of a col- 
lection of mineral substances, to be used by him 
as professor of chemistry ia the University of 
Pennsylvania, be, and the same are hereby, remit- 
ted, on sufficient proof being made, to the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, that the articles above- 
mentioned have been imported by the said Coxe, 
to be used for the purposes aforementioned. 

- Approved, February 28, 1816. 


An Act rewarding the officers and crew of the sloop-of- 
war Hornet, for the capture and- destruction of the 
British sloop-of-war Penguin. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
have distributed, as prize money, to Captain James 
Biddle, of the sloop-of-war Horner, his officers, 
and crew, the sum of twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars, for the capture and destruction of the British 


sloop-of-war Penguin; and that the sum of twen- 


ty-five thousand dollars, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and the 


same is hereby, appropriated, for the purpose 
aforesaid. 


Approved, February 28, 1816. 


An Act concerning the Convention to regulate the 


commerce between the territories of the United 

States and His Britannic Majesty. 

Be it enacted, &c., That so much of any act as 
imposes a higher duty of tonnage, or of im post, 
on vessels and articles imported in vessels of 
Great Britain, than on vessels and articles im- 
ported in vessels of the United States, contrary to 
the provisions of the convention between the 
United States and His Britannic Majesty, the 
ratifications whereof were mutually exchanged 
the twenty-second day of December, one thous- 
and eight hundred and fifteen, be, trom and after 
the date of the ratification of the said convention, 
and during the continuance thereof, deemed and 
taken to be of no force or effect. 

Approved, March 1, 1816. 


—— 


An Act to reduce the amount of direct tax upon the 
United States, and the District of Columbia, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen; and 
to repeal in part the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
vide additional revenue for defraying the expenses 
of Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, and 
to provide fur assessing and collecting the same ;” 
and also the act, entitled “An act to provide addi- 
tional revenue for defraying the expenses of Gov- 
ernment, and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ing a direct tax upon the District of Columbia.” 

Be it enacted, $c, That so much of the act 
entitled “An act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government, and 
maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct 
tax upon the United States, and to provide for 
assessing and collecting the same,” passed on the 
ninth of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, as lays a direct lax of six millions of 
dollars for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, and for succeeding years, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That a di- 
rect tax of three millions of dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, laid upon the United States, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
and apportioned to the States respectively, in the 
manner, and according to the sums prescribed by 
the first section of an act, entitled “An act to lay 


and collect a direct tax within the United States,” 
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‘and all the provisions of the act, entitled “An act | tion of the quota of said States respectively, the 
‘to provide additional revenues for defraying the | compact between the United States and the said 


expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the 


United States, and to provide for assessing and: 
collecting the same,” passed on the ninth of Jan-- 


uary, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, ex- 
cept so far as the same have been-varied by sub- 
sequent acts, and excepting the first section of the 
said act, shall be held to apply to the assessment 
and collection of the direct tax of three millions 
of dollars, hereby laid upon the United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the act, entitled “An act to provide ad- 
ditional revenue for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public eredit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the District of Co- 
‘lumbia,” passed the twenty-seventh of February, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen, as laysa direct tax of nineteen thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-eight dollars and forty 
cents, upon the said District, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and for suc- 
ceeding years, be, and the same is hereby, re- 
peated. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That a di- 
rect tax of nine thousand nine hundred and nine- 
ty-nine dollars and twenty cents be, and the same 
is hereby, laid upon the District of Columbia, for 
the year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
and all the provisions of the act, entitled “An act 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying a direct tax upon the Di>- 
trict of Columbia,” passed on the twenty-seventh 
day of February, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, except so far as the same 
have been varied by subsequent acts, shall be held 
to apply to the assessment and collection of the 
direct tax which is hereinbefure laid upon the said 
District. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when- 
ever the Secretary of the Treasury shail be duly 
advised of theassumption by any State of the pay- 
ment of its quota of the said direct tax, he shall 
give directions to the assessors of such State to 
suspend the further execution of their respective 
offices in relation to this act: Provided, That if 
any State, so assuming the payment of its quota 
of said direct tax. shall fail to pay the same at the 
time fixed upon for such payment, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall instruct the assessors of said 
State to proceed in the execution of their respec- 
tive duties, in relation to this act. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if 
either the States of Onio or Louisiana shall pay 
its quota of the direct tax according to the pro- 


visions of the act, entitled “An act to provide | 


additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same,” the Legislature thereof shall be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and empowered to collect 
of all the purchasers of public lands under any 
law of the United States, a just and equal propor- 


States to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Approved, Mareh 5, 1816. 


An Act granting bounties in lands and extra pay to 
certain Canadian volunteers. 

Be it enacted, Gc. That all such persons as 
had been citizens of the United States anterior to 
the late war, and were at its commencement in- 
habitants of the province of Canada, and who, 
during the said war, joined the armies of the Uni- 
ted States as volunteers, aad were slain, died in 
service. ur continued therein till honorably dis- 
charged, shall be entitled to the fulluwing quan- 
tities of land respectively, viz: Each colonel nine 
hundred and sixty acres; each major to eight 
hundred acres; each captain six hundred and 
forty acres; each subaltern officer to four hund- 
red and eighty acres; each non-commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, to three hundred and 
twenty acres; and the bounties aforesaid shall 
extend tothe medical and other staff, who shall 
rank according to their pay. And it shall be law- 
ful for the saiu persons to locate their claims in 
quarter sections, upon any of the unappropriated 
jands of the United States, within the Indiana 
Territory, which shall have been surveyed prior 
to such location, with the exception of salt springs 
and lead mines therein, and of the quantities of 
land adjacent thereto which may be reserved for 
the use of the same, by the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and the section number sixteen in 
every township, to be granted to the inhabitants 
of such towuship for the use of public schools ; 
which locations shall be subject tu such regula- 
tions, as to priority of choice, and the manner of 
location, as the President of the United States 
shail prescribe. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary for the Department of War, for the 
time being, shall, from time to time, under such 
rules aud regulations as to evidence as the Presi- 
dent of the Uuited States shall prescribe, issue to 
every person coming within the description afore- 
said, a warrant tor such quantity of land as he 
may be entitled to by virtze of the aforesaid pro- 
vision; and in case of the death of such person, 
then such warrant shall be issued to his widow, 
or, if no widow, to his child or children. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States be, aud he is here- 
by, authorized and required to pay to each of the 
persons aforesaid three months additional pay, 
according to the rank they respectively held in 
the Army of the United States during the late 
war. 

Approved, March 5, 1816. 


An Act making appropriations for ordnance and ord- 
nance stores, for the year one thousand eight hund- 
red and sixteen. 

Be it enacted, &c., That for the expense of ord- 
nance and ordnance stores, including arsenals, 
magazines, and armories, for the year one thous- 
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and eight hundred:and sixteen, the following sums 
be, and the same are hereby, respectively appro- 
priated, that is to say: for armories, three hund- 
red and thirty-seven thousand eight hundred and 
. forty-eight dollars twenty-five cents; for arsenals, 
three hundred and eighty-three thousand dollars; 
for timber for mounting cannon, seventy-five 
thousand dollars; for coals, iron, and steel, seven- | been holden, respectively, on the first and seventh 
ty-nine thousand dollars; for contracts. for gun- |:days of May, as heretofore directed by law. 
powder, ninety-three thousand dollars; for con-|. Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
tracts for cannon, shot, and shells, one hundred | writs, suits, actions, recognizances or other pro- 
and eleven thousand dollars; in part of the an- |;ceedings which are or shall be instituted, sued 
nual sum of two hundred thousand dollars, ap- | commenced, had, or taken to the said circuit 
propriated for the purpose of providing arms and f'court to have been holden as heretofore on the 
military equipments for the: militia, eighty-nine |'first day of May next, or to the said district court 
thousand: dollars. ; o 


; :to have been holden as heretofore on the seventh 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the |day of May next, shall be returnable to, entered 
several appropriations hereinbefore made shall 


: ] : in, heard, tried, and have day in court in each of 
-be paid: out of any moneys in the Treasury not {the said courts, respectively, to be holden at tlie 
otherwise appropriated. 


¡times hereinbefore directed, in the same manner 
Approved, March 18, 1816. as might and ought to have been done, had the 
‘said courts been holden, respectively, oa the first 
-and seventh days of May, as heretofore directed 
by law. 

Sec. 4, And be it. further enacted, That, if at 
any time hereafter, the day or days prescribed by 
this act for holding either uf the said courts shall 
be a Sunday, such court shall commence and be 
holden oa the following day. 

Approved, March 22, 1816. 


ceedings of every: kind, whether of a civil or 
criminal nature, now pending in the said courts, 
respectively, shall have day in court and be pro- 
ceeded in, heard, tried, and determined on the 
days herein appointed for holding: the said courts 
respectively, in the same manner as they might, 
and ought to have-been done, had the said courts 


An Act to change the mode of compensation. to the 
members of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, and the Delegates from ‘l'erritories. 

Be it enacted, ¢c., That, instead of the daily 
compensation now allowed by law, there shall be 
paid annually to the Senators, Representatives, 
and Delegates from Territories, of this and every 
future Cougress of the United Siates, the follow- 
ing suras, respectively: that is to say, to the 
President of the Senate, pro tempore, when there 
is no Vice President, and to the Speaker of the 
House-of Representatives, three thousand dollars 
each; to each Senator, member of the House of 
Representatives, other than the Speaker and Del- 
egales, the sum of filteen hundred dollars: Pro- 
vided, nevertheless, That in case any Senator, 
Represenative, or Delegate, shall not attend in 
his place at the day on which Congress shall 
convene, or shall absent himself before the close 
of the session, a deduction shall be made from 
the sum which would otherwise be allowed to 
him, in proportion to the time of his absence. 
saving to the cases of sickness the same provis- 
ions as are established by existing laws. And 
the aforesaid allowance shall be certified and paid 
in the same manner as the daily compensation to. 
members of Congress has heretufore been. 

Approved, March 19, 1816. 


An Act relative to evidence in cases of Naturalization. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That the certificate of re- 
port and registry, required as evidence of the 
time of arrival in the United States, according to 
the second section of the act of the fourteenth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and two, en- 
titled “An act to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization, and to repeal the act heretofore 
passed on this subject; and alsoa certificate from 
the proper clerk or prothonotary, of the declara- 
tion of intention, made before a court of record, 
and required as the first condition, according to 
the first section of said act, shall be exhibited by 
every alien, on his application to be admitted a 
citizen of the United States, in pursuance of said 
act, who shall have arrived within the limits and 
under the jurisdiction of the United States since 
the eighteenth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and twelve, and shall each be recited at 
full length in the record of the court admitting 
such alien; otherwise he shall not be deemed to 
have complied with the conditions requisite for 
bevoming a citizen of the United States; and any 
pretended admission of an alien, who shall have 
arrived within the limits and under the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, since the said eigh- 
teenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, to be a citizen after the promulga- 
tion of this act, without such recital of each cer- 
uficate at full length, shall be of no validity or 
effect under tbe act aforesaid. 

Suc. 2. Provided, and be it enacted, That no- 
thing berein contained shali be construed to ex- 
clude from admission to citizenship any [ree white 


An Act to alter the times of holding the Circuit and 
District Courts of the United States, for the District 
of Vermont. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the circuit court of the 
United States within and for the district of Ver- 
mont, instead of the first day of May, shall here- 
afler be holden on the twenty-first day of May, 
and the district court of the United States, within 
and for the said district, instead of the seventh 
day of May, shall hereafter be holden on the 
twenty-seventh day of May, at the place now 
fixed by law for holding the said courts. 

Sec. 2. And be il further enacted, That all in- 
dictments, informations, suits, or actions and pro- 
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person who was residing within the limits and 
under the jurisdiction of the United States atany 
time between the eighteenth day of June, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, and 
the fourteenth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and two, and who, having continued to 
reside therein without having made any declara- 
tion of intention before a court of record, as afore- 
said, may be entitled to become a citizen of the 
United States according to the act of the twenty- 
sixth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
four, entitled “An act, in addition to an act, entitled 
t An act to establish an uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion, and to repeal the act heretofore passed on that 
subject.” Whenever any person without a cer- 
tificate of such declaration of intention, as afore- 
said, shall make application to be admitted a cit- 
izen of the United States, it shall be proved tothe 
satisfaction of the court that the applicant was 
residing within the limits and under the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States, before the fourteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, and has continued toreside within the same, 
or he shall not be so admitted. And the residence 
of the applicant within the limits and under the 
jurisdiction of the United States for at least five 
years immediately preceding the time of such 
application shall be proved by the oath or affirma- 
tion of citizens of the United States; which cit- 
izens shall be named in the record as witnesses. 
And ‘such continued residence within the limits 
and under the jurisdiction of the United States, 
when satisfactorily proved, and the place or places 
where the applicant has resided for at least five 
years, as aforesaid, shall be stated and set forth, 
together with the names of such citizens in the 
record ofthe court admitting the applicant: other- 
wise the same shall notentitle him to be consid- 
ered and deemed a citizen of the United States. 
Approved, March 22, 1816. 


An Act authorizing a subscription for the printing of a 
second edition of the Public Documents. 

Be it enacted, §-c., That the Secretary of State 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to subscribe for 
and receive, for the use and disposal of Congress, 
five hundred copies of the second and improved 
edition of State papers and public documents, 
proposed to be printed by T. B. Wait and Sons; 
the said edition to be comprised in nine volumes; 
and the aforesaid copies to be delivered, in strong 
leather binding, at the Department of State, at 
the rate of two dollars and a quarter for each 
volume. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of State be, and is hereby, authorized. 
on the delivery, as aforesaid, of five hundred 
copies of the first volume of the said edition, to 
pay for the same at the rate aforesaid; and in 
like manner to pay for the same number of each 
succeeding volume, when delivered as aforesaid ; 
and the sum of ten thousand one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars is hereby appropriated for the 
purpose aforesaid, to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

‘Approved, March 25, 1816. 


An Act relating to settlers on the lands of the United 
States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That any person or persons 
who, before the first day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixteen, had taken posses- 
sion of, occupied or made a settlement on any 
lands ceded or secured to the United States, by 
any treaty made with a foreign nation, or ‘by a 
cession from any State to the United States, 
which lands had not been previously sold, ceded, 
or released, by the United States, or the claim 
to which lands had not been previously recog- 
nised or confirmed by the United States, and who, 
at the time-of passing this act, does or do actually 
inhabit and reside on such lands, may,at any time 
prior to the first day of September next, apply 
to the proper register or recorder, as the case may 
be, of the land office established for the disposal, 
registering or recording of such lands; and where 
there is no register or recorder, to the marshal, 
or to such person or persons as may te, by the 
registers, recorders, or marshals, respectively, ap- 
pointed for the purpose of receiving such appli-- 
cations, stating the tract or tracts of land thus 
occupied, settled, and inhabited, by such appli- 
cant or applicants, and requesting permission to 
continue thereon ; and it shall thereupon be law- 
ful for such register, recorder, or marshal, re- 
spectively, to permit, in conformity with such 
instructions as may be given by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, with the approbation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, for that purpose, such 
applicant or applicants to remain on such tract 
or tracts of land, provided the same shall at that 
time remain unsold by the United States, not 
exceeding three hundred and twenty acres for 
each applicant, as tenants at will, on such terms 
and conditions as shall prevent any waste or 
damage on such lands, and on the express condi- 
tion that such applicant or applicants shall, when- 
ever such tract or tracts of land may be sold or 
ceded by the United States, or whenever, from 
any other cause, he or they may be required, 
under the authority of the United States, so to do, 
give quiet possession of such tract or tracts of land 
to the purchaser or purchasers, or to remove alto- 
gether from the land, as the case may be: Provi- 
ded, however, That such permission shall not be 
granted toany such applicant unless he shall pre- 
viously sign a declaration, stating that he does 
not lay any claim to such tract or tracts of land, 
and that he does not occupy the same by virtue 
of any claim, or pretended claim, derived or pre- 
tended to be derived, from any other person or 
persons: And provided also, That in all cases 
where the tract of land applied for includes either 
a lead mine or salt spring, no permission to work 
the same shall be granted without the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 
the applications made and permissions granted, 
by virtue of the preceding section, shall be duly 
entered on books to be kept for that purpose by 
the registers, recorders, and marshals, aforesaid, 
respectively; and they shall be entitled to receive 
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from: the party, for each application, fifty cents, 
and-fòr each permission, one dollar. 


` Approved, March 25, 1816. 


An Act, placing certain persons on the list of Navy 
Pensioners. f 


Be it enacted, £c., That the Secretary of. the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to place on the listof navy pensioners those 
persons who were wounded at Dartmoor prison 
in-England, in the month of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen ; also, the widows and 
children of such as were killed, or who died in 
consequence of wounds received there; and that, 
in the allowance of pensions to persons aforesaid, 
the regulations established by law, in relation to 
the placing persons on the list of navy pensioners, 
be observed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be construed to take effect from the sixth 


section of this act, and the order of the judge of 
the Supreme Court aforesaid thereon, shall have 
been filed in the office of the clerk of the proper 
county, within thirty days after the end of the 
term at which the judgment, order, or decree, to 
by affected by such writ of error or appeal, ‘shall 
have been rendered or made, such writ of error: 
or appeal shall operate as a supersedeas of all pro- 


ceedings under such judgment, order, or decree. 


‘Approved, April 2, 1816. : 


An Act to authorize the payment for property, lost, 


captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in the 
military service of the United States, and for othor 
purposes. ao 


Be it enacted, £c, That any volunteer, or 
draughted militiaman, whether of cavalry, mount- - 
ed riflemen, or infantry, who, in the late war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, has . 


sustained damage by the loss of any horse which 
has been killed in battle, or which has died in 
consequence of a wound therein received, or in 
consequence of failure on the part of the United 
States to furnish such horse with sufficient for- 
age, while in the military service of the United 
States, shall be allowed and paid the value 


day of April, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen. 


Approved, April 2, 1816, 


An Act to limit the right of appeal from the Circuit 
Court of the United States, for the District of Uo- 
lumbia. 


` Be tt enacted, &c., That no cause shall hereaf- 
after be removed from the circuit court of the 
United States for the District of Columbia to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, by appeal 
or writ of error, unless the matter ia dispute in 
such cause shall be of the value of one thousand 
dollars or upwards, exclusive of costs. 

Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further en- 
acted, That when any person or persons, body 
politic or corporate, shall think him, her, or them- 
selves, aggrieved by any final judgment, order, 
or decree, of the said circuit court, where the 
matter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall be of 
the value of one hundred dollars, and of less 
value than’ one-thousand dollars, and shall have 
prayed an appeal, or shall desire to sue outa 
writ of error to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, such person or persons, body politic or 
corporate, may exhibit a petition, in writing, ac- 
companied by a copy of the proceedings com- 
plained of, and an assigament of the errors relied 
on, toany judge of the said Supreme Court, who, 
if he should be of opinion that such errors, or any 
of them, involve questions of law of such exten- 
sive interest aud operation as to render the final 
decision of them by the said Supreme Court de- 
sirable, may thereupon, at his discretion, and 
upon the terms and conditions prescribed by law, 
by his order, to be directed to the clerk of the 
county in which the proceedings shall have been 


had, direct such appeal to be allowed, or writ of 


error to be issued; which shall be done accord- 
ingly. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That when 
any appeal or writ of error shall have been di- 


rected in the manner prescribed by the second 


thereof. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That aby 


person, whether of cavalry, mounted militia, or 
volunteers, who, in the late war aforesaid, has 
sustained damage by the loss of a horse, in con- 
sequence of the owner being dismounted, or sepa- 
rated and detached from the same, by order of 
the commanding officer, or in consequence of the 
rider being killed or wounded in battle, shall be 
allowed and paid the value of such horse at the 
time he was received into the public service. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any 


person who, in the late war aforesaid, has sus- 
tained damage by the loss, capture, or destruction, 
by an enemy, of any horse, mule, ox, wagon, 
cart, boat, sleigh, or harness, while such was in 


the military service of the United States, either 
by impressment or contract, except in cases where 
the risk to which the property would be exposed 
was agreed to be incurred by the owner, if it 
shall appear that such loss, capture, or destruc- 
tion, was without any fault or negligence on the 
part of the owner; and any person who, during the 
time aforesaid, has sustained damage by the death 
of any such horse, mule, or ox, in consequence 
of failure on the part of the United States to fur- 
nish the same with sufficient forage, while in the 
service aforesaid, shall be allowed and paid the 
value thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who, in the time aforesaid, has acted in 
the military service of the United States asa vol- 
unteer or draughted militiaman, and who has fur- 
nished himself with arms and military accoutre- 
ments, and has sustained damage by the capture 
or destruction of the same, without any fault or 
negligence on his part, shall be allowed and paid 
the value thercof. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That where 
aby property has been impressed, or taken by pub- 
lic authority, for the use or subsistence of the 
Army, during the late war, and the same shall 
have been destroyed, lust, or consumed, the owner 
of such property shall be paid the value thereof, 
deducting therefrom the amount which has been 
paid, or may be claimed, for the use and risk for 
the same,.while in the service aforesaid. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That noth- 
ing in this act contained shall be so construed as 
to enable the owner of any such property, or his 
legal representatives, to receive compensation for 
such* loss or damage as abovementioned, where 
the owner of such property, or his legal represen- 
tatives, may have recovered or received satisfac- 
tion for such loss from the persons who may have 
taken or impressed such property into the public, 
service; and that every person claiming such 
compensation shall, at the time of receiving the 
same, release all claims he may have against the 
officer or person who may have impressed, taken, 
or used, such property in the public service; and 
that, in all cases where the owner of such prop- 
erty, or his legal representative, may have recov- 
ered or received satisfaction for such loss or in- 
jury, from the person who shall so have taken 
such property into the publie service, the said 
officer or person, who shall so have paid such foss 
or damage, shall be entitled to receive the com. 
pensation provided by this act for such loss or 
damage. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
Accountant of the War Department, in adjusting 
and settling the accounts of the different paymas- 
ters, is hercby authorized to allow to the officers 
of volunteer cavalry, who furnished their own 
horses while in public service, at the rate of forty 
cents per day for each horse so furnished, which 
any such officer was entitled by law to keep in 
such service, agreeably to the rank of such officer. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enucted, That when 
any officer, noncommissioned officer, or private, 
in the cavalry service, as aforesaid, having lost 
the horse or horses, which may have been taken 
by him into the said service, has received from 
the United States another horse or horses, in lieu, 
or in part payment, for the horse or horses so pre-- 
viously lost as aforesaid, such officer, noncom- 
missioned officer, or private, shall be entitled to 
receive the allowance of forty cents per day for 
the use and risk of the horse on which he may 
have been so remounted. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any 
person who, in the time aforesaid, has sustained 
damage by the destruction of nis or her house or 
building by the enemy, while the same was oc- 
cupied as a military deposite, under the authority 
of an officer or agent of the United States, shall be 
allowed and paid the amount of such damage: 
Provided, It shall appear that such occupation 
was the cause of its destruction. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
loss or destruction, as aforesaid, as well as the 
value, of such property shall be ascertained by the 
best evidence which the nature of the case will 


admit of, and which may be in the power of the 
party to produce; and the amount thereof, when 
established and ascertained, according to the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be paid to the sufferer 
or sufferers, out of any money in the Treasury, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the more speedy execution of the provisions of 
this act, the President of the United States, by 
and with the consent of the Senate, is hereby au- 
thorized to appoint oné commissioner, whose 
duty it shall be to decide upon all cases arising 
under this act ; and who, in the discharge of his 
duties, shall be subject to such rules and regula- 
tions as shall be prescribed by the President of 
the United States. Such commissioner shall re- 
ceive, as compensation for his services, at the 
rate of two thousand dollars per annum, for the 
time he shall be actually employed, which shall 
not exceed two years, to be computed from and 
after the passage of this act. All official commu- 
nivations to and from the commissioner appoint- 
ed under this act shall be free of postage. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioner, so to be appointed, before he 
enters upon the duties of his office, shall take the 
foilowing oath, to wit: “I, A B, do solemnly 
swear, that I will well and truly, according to the 
best of my abilities, discharge the duties of com- 
missioner under an act of Congress, entitled ‘An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or destroyed, by the enemy, while in the 
military service of the United States, and for 
other purposes ;’ so help me God.” Upon which 
he shall proceed to appoint a clerk; and shall 
proceed, with all practicable despatch, to estab- 
lish, under the direction, or with the assent, of 
the President of the United States, such rules, as 
well in regard to the receipt of applications of 
claimants to compensation for losses provided for 
by this aet, as the species and degree of evidence, 
the manner in which such evidence shall be taken 
and authenticated, as shall, in his opinion, be the 
best calculated to attain the objects of this act; 
paying a due regard, io the establishment of such 
regulativuos, as well to the claims of individual 
justice as to the interest of the United States: 
which rules and regulations shall, upon his adop- 
tion, be published tor eight weeks, successively, 
in the newspapers in the several States and ‘Ter- 
ritories in which the laws of the United States 
are published. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioner shall, in all cases in which the 
claim to compensation or indemnity shall exceed 
the sum of two hundred dollars, award a commis- 
sion to some one or more discreet commissioner, 
in the vicinity of where the witnesses are stated 
to reside, accompanied by interrogatories to be 
propounded to such witnesses, which said com- 
mission, when executed, shall be returned, together 
with the examinations to be taken in virtue thereof, 
by mail, free of postage, to the office of the said 
commissioner. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That, in 
all adjudications of the said commissioner upon 
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cents; over thirty and not exceeding eighty, ten 
cents; over eighty and not exceeding one hun- 
red and fifty, twelve and a half cents; over one 
hundred and fifty and not exceeding four hundred, 
eighteen and a half cents; over four hundred 
miles, twenty-five cents; and for every double 
letter, or letter composed of two pieces of paper, 
double those rates; and for every triple letter, or 
one composed of three pieces of paper, triple those 
rates; and for every packet composed of four or 
more pieces of paper, or one or more other arti- 
cles, and weighing one ounce avoirdupois, quad- 
ruple those rates: and in that proportion for all 
greater weights: Provided, That no packets of 
letters conveyed by the water mails shall be 
charged with more than quadrupl@postage, unless 
the same shall contain more than four distinct 
letters. 

No postmaster shall be obliged to receive, to be 
conveyed by the mail, any packet which shall 
weigh more than three pounds; and the postage 
marked on apy letter or packet, and charged in 
the post bill which may accompany the same, 
shall be conclusive evidence, in favor of the post- 
master who delivers the same, of the lawful post- 
age therecn, unless such letter or packet shall be 
opened in presence of the postmaster or his clerk. 

Every four folio pages, or eight quarto pages, 
“or sixteen octavo pages, of a pamphlet or maga- 
zine, shall be considered a sheet, and the surplus 
pages of any pamphlet or magazine shall also be 
considered a sheet; and the Journals of the Le- 
gislatures of the several States, not being stitched 
or bound. shall be liable to the same postage as 
pamphlets. Any memorandum which shail be 
written on a newspaper, or other printed paper, 
and transmitted by mail, shall be charged letter 


the claims abovementioned, whether such judg- 
ment be in favor of, or adverse to, the claim of 
the applicant, the same shall be entered by his 
clerk in a book to be provided for that purpose. 
And when such judgment shall be in favor of 
such claim, shall entitle the claimant, or his legal 
representative, upon the production of a copy of 
such judgment, duly certified by the clerk of said 
commissioner, to payment of the amount thercof 
at the Treasury of the United States. 

- Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That no 
claim authorized by this act shall be allowed or 
paid, unless the same shall be exhibited within 
two years from the passing thereof. 


Approved, April 9, 1816. 


An Act to repeal the act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit, by 
laying duties on household furniture and on gold 
and silver watches.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the act, 
entitled “An act to provide additional revenue 
for defraying the expenses of Government and 
maintaining the public credit, by laying duties on 
household furniture and on gold and silver watch- 
es,” as laysa duty on household furniture, and on 
watches kept for use, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, and in succeeding 
years, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Approved, April 9, 1816. 


An Act for the remission of certain duties on the im- 
portation of books for the use of Harvard College, 


and on the carriage and personal baggage of his 
Excellency William Gore, Governor of the British 
province of Upper Canada. 


Be it enacted, $c., That all duties due and pay- 
able to the United States on an invoice of books 
belonging to Harvard College, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, imported into Boston, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, be, and 
the same are hereby, remitted. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all du- 
ties due and payable to the United States on the 
carriage and personal baggage of his Excellency 
William Gore, Governor of the British province 
of Upper Canada, imported into New York, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
be, and the same are hereby, remitted. 


Approved, April 9, 1816. 


An Act in addition to an act to regulate the Post 
Office Establishment. 


Beit enacted, §c., That, from and after the first 
day of May next, the following rates of postage 
be charged upon all letters and packets, (except 
such as are pow excepted by law.) conveyed by 
the posts of the United States, viz: 


For every letter composed of a single sheet of 


paper, conveyed not exceeding thirty miles, six 


postage ; and any person who shall deposite such 


memorandum in any office for the purpuse of de- 


frauding the reveaue, shall forfeit, for every such 


offence, the sum of five dollars. 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 


Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized to allow to each postmaster such commission 
on the postages by him collected, as shall be ade- 
quate to his services: Provided, That his com- 
mission shall not exceed the following several 
rates on the amount received in one quarter; that 
is to say: 

Ona sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
thirty per cent. 

On any sum over and above the first hundred 
dollars, and not exceeding four hundred dollars, 
twenty-five per cent. 

On any sum over and above the first four hun- 
dred dollars, and not exceeding two thousand 
four hundred dollars, twenty per cent. 

On any sum over and above the first two thou- 
sand four hundred dollars, eight per cent. 

Except to the postmasters who may beem ployed 
in receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose 
compensation may be augmented not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars in one quarter; and excepting 
to the postmasters at offices where the mail ts 
regularly to arrive between the hours of nine 
o'clock at night and five in the mourning, whose 
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commission, on the first hundred dollars collected 
in one quarter, may be increased toa sum not 
exceeding fifty per cent. 

The Postmaster General may allow to the 
postmasters, respectively, a commission of fifty 
per cent. on the moneys arising from the postage 
of newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets; and 
to the postmaster whose compensation shall not 
execed five hundred dollars in one quarter, two 
cents for every free letter delivered out of the of- 
fice, excepting such as are for the postmaster 
himself; and each postmaster who shall be re- 
quired to keepa register of the arrival and depar- 
ture of the mails, shall be allowed ten cents for 
each monthly return which he makes thereof to 
the General Post Office. 

The Postmaster General may allow to the 
poumastet at New Orleans, at the rate of eight 

undred dollars, and to the postmaster at War- 
renton, in North Carolina, at the rate of two hun- 
dred dollars, and to the postmaster at Wheeling, 
in Virginia, at the rate of two hundred dollars a 
year, in addition to their ordinary commissions. 
The Postmaster General is hereby authorized to 
allow to the postmaster at the City of Washing- 
ton, in addition to the allowance made by this 
act for.postage collected, and for free letters re- 
ceived by him for delivery, a commission of five 

er centum on the amount of mails distributed at 

is office: Provided, nevertheless, That the whole 
annual emoluments of the said postmaster, in- 
cluding the extra compensation heretofore allowed 
to him by law, shall always be subject to the re- 
striction imposed by the fortieth section of the 
act of Congress approved the thirtieth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and ten, to which 
this act is in addition. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That letters 
and packets to and trom any member of the Sen- 
ate, or member or delegate of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, the Secretary 
of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, shall be conveyed free of postage, for 
thirty days previous to each session of Congress, 
and for thirty days after the termination thereof: 
Provided always, That no letter or packet shall 
exceed two ounces in weight, and in case of ex- 
cess of weight, that excess alone shall be paid for. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
eleventh and twenty-eighth sections of the act, 
entitled “An act regulating the Post Office Es- 
tablishment,” approved April thirtieth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ten,and the first and sec- 
ond sections of the act, entitled “An act in addi- 
tion to the act regulating the Post Office Estab- 
lishment,” approved February twenty-seventh, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and the 
fourth and fifth sections of the same, except such 
Parts as relate to steamboats, their masters, or 
Managers, and persons employed on board the 
same, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall take effect from and after the thirty-first 
day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen. 

Approved, April 9, 1816, 


An Act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of- 
the United States. 


Be it enacted, §c., That a bank of the United 
States of America shall be established, witha 
capital of thirty-five millions of dollars, divided 
into three hundred and fifty thousand shares, of. 
one hundred dollars each share. Seventy thou- 
sand shares, amounting to the sum of seven mil- 
lions of dollars, part of the capital of the said 
bank, shall be subscribed and paid for by the Uni- 
ted States, in the manner hereinafter specified ; 
and two hundred and eighty thousand shares, 
amounting to the sum of twenty-eight millions 
of dollars, shall be subscribed and paid for by in- 
dividuals, companies, or corporations, in the man- 
ner hereinafter specified. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That sub- 
scriptions for the sum of twenty-eight millions 
of dollars, towards constituting the capital of the 
said bank, shall be opened on the first Monday in 
July next, at the following places: that is to say, 
at Portland, in the District of Maine; at Ports- 
mouth, in the State of New Hampshire; at Bos- 
ton, in the State of Massachusetts; at Providegee, 
in the State of Rhode Island ; at Middletown, ia 
the State of Connecticut ; at Burlington, in the 
State of Vermont; at New York in the State of 
New York; at New Brunswick, in the State of 
New Jersey; at Philadelphia, in the State of 
Pennsylvania; at Wilmington, in the State of 
Delaware; at Baltimore, in the State of Mary- 
land ; at Richmond, in the State of Virginia; at 
Lexington, in the State of Kentucky; at Cincin- 
nati, In the State of Onio; at Raleigh, in the 
State of North Carolina; at Nashville, in the 
State of Tennessee; at Charleston, in the State 
of South Carolina; at Augusta, in the State of 
Georgia ; at New Orleans, in the State of Louisi- 
ana; and at Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. And the said subscriptions shall be opened 
under the superintendence of five commissioners 
at Philadelphia, and of three commissioners at 
each of the other places aforesaid, to be appointed 
by .the President of the United States, who is 
hereby authorized to make such appointments, 
and shall continue open every day, from the time 
of opening the same, between the hours of ten 
o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock in the 
afternoon, for the term of twenty days, exclusive 
of Sundays, when the same shall be closed, and 
immediately thereafter the commissioners, or any 
two of them, at the respective places aforesaid, 
shall cause two transcripts or copies of such sub- 
scriptions to be made, one of which they shall 
send to the Secretary of the Treasury, one they 
shall retain, and the original they shail transmit, 
within seven days from the closing of the sub- 
scriptions as aforesaid, to the commissioners at 
Philadelphia aforesaid. And on the receipt of 
the said original subscriptions, or of either of the 
said copies thereof, if the original be lost, mislaid, 
or detained, the commissioners at Philadelphia 
aforesaid, or a majority of them, shall immedi- 
ately thereafter convene, and proceed to take an 
account of the said subscriptions. And if more 
than the amount of twenty-eight millions of dol- 
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lars shall have been subscribed, then the said last 
mentioned commissioners shall deduct the amount 
of such excess from the largest subscriptions, in 
such manner as that no subscription shall be re- 
duced in amount, while any one remains larger: 
Provided, That if the subscriptions taken at either 
of the places aforesaid shall not exceed three 
thousand shares, there shall be no reduction of 
such subscriptions, nor shall, ia any case, the sub- 
scriptions taken at either of the places aforesaid be 
reduced below that amount. And in case the 
aggregate amount of the said subscriptions shall 
exceed twenty-eight millions of dollars, the said 
last mentioned commissioners, after having ap- 
portioned the same as aforesaid, shall cause lists 
of the said apportioned subscriptions to be made 
out, including in each list the apportioned sub- 
scription for the place where the original sub- 
scription was made, one of which lists they shall 
transmit to the commissioners or one of them, 
under whose superintendence such subscriptions 
were originally made, that the subscribers may 
thereby ascertain the number of shares to them 
respectively apportioned as aforesaid. And in 
case the aggregate amount of the said subscrip- 
tions made during the period aforesaid, at all the 
places aforesaid, shall not amount to twenty-eight 
millions of dollars, the subscriptions to complete 
the said sum shall be and remain open at Phila- 
delphia aforesaid, under the superintendence of 
the commissioners appointed for that place; and 
the subscriptions may be then made by any indi- 
vidual, company, or corporation, for any number 
of shares, not exceeding, in the whole, the amount 
required to complete the said sum of twenty-eight 
millions of dullars. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for any individual, company, corpora- 
tion, or State, when the subscriptions shall be 
opened as hereinbefore directed, to subscribe for 
any number of shares of the capital of the said 
bank, not exceeding three thousand shares, and 
the sums so subscribed shall be payable, and paid, 
in the manner following: that is to say, seven 
millions of dollars thereof in gold or silver coin 
of the United States, or in gold coin of Spain, or 
the dominions of Spain, at the rate of one hun- 
dred cents for every twenty-eight grains and sixty 
hundredths of a grain of the actual weight thereof, 
or in other foreign gold or silver coin at the sev- 
eral rates prescribed by the first section of an act 
regulating the currency of foreign coins in the 
United States, passed tenth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and six, and twenty-one 
millions of dollars thereof in like gold or silver 
coin, or in the funded debt of the United States 
contracted at the time of the subscriptions respec- 
tively. And the payments made in the funded 
debt of the United States, shall be paid and re- 
ceived at the following rates: that is to say, the 
funded debt bearing an interest of six per centum 
per annum, at the nominal or par value thereof; 
the funded debt bearing an interest of three per 
cenluin per annum, at the rate of sixty-five dol- 
lars for every sum of one hundred dollars of the 
nominal amount thereof; and the funded debt 


bearing an interest of seven per centum per an- 
num, at the rate of one hundred and six dollars 
and fifty-one cents, for every sum of one hundred 
dollars of the nominal amount thereof; together 
with the amount of the interest accrued on the 
said several denominations of funded debt, to be 
computed and allowed to the time of subscribing 
the same to the capital of the said bank as afore- 
said. And the payments of the said subscriptions 
shall be made and completed by the subscribers, 
respectively, at the times and in the manner fol- 
lowing: that is to say, at the time of subscribing 
there shall be paid five dollars on each share, in 
gold or silver coin as aforesaid, and twenty-five 
dollars more in coin as aforesaid, or in funded 
debt as aforesaid ; at the expiration of six calen- 
dar months after the time of subscribing, there 
shall be paid the further sum of ten dollars on 
each share, in gold or silvercoin as aforesaid, and 
twenty-five dollars more in coin as aforesaid, or in 
funded debtasaforesaid ; at the expiration of twelve 
calendar months from the time of subscribing, 
there shall be paid the further sum of ten dollars, 
on each share, ia gold or silver coin as aforesaid, 
and twenty-five dollars more, in coin as aforesaid, 
or in funded debt as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, at the 
time of subscribing tothe capital of the said bank 
as aforesaid, each and every subscriber shall de- 
liver to the commissioners, at the place of sub- 
scribing, as well the amount of their subscriptions 
respectively in coin as aforesaid, as the certificates 
of funded debt, for the funded debt proportions of 
their respective subscriptions, together with a 
power of attorney, authorizing the said commis- 
sioners, or a majority of them, to transfer the said 
stock, in due form of law to “the president, di- 
rectors, and company, of the Bank of the United 
States,” as soon as the said bank shall be organ- 
ized. Provided always, That if, in consequence 
of the apportionment of the shares in the capital 
of the said bank among the subscribers, in the 
case, and in the manner, hereinbefore provided, 
any subscriber shall have delivered to the com- 
missioners, at the time of subscribing, a greater 
amount of gold or silver coin and funded debt 
than shall be necessary to complete the payments 
for the share or shares to such subscribers, appor- 
tioned as aforesaid, the commissioners shall only 
retain so much of the said gold or silver coin, 
and funded debt, as shall be necessary to com- 
plete such payments, and shall, forthwith, return 
the surplus thereof, on application for the same 
to the subscribers lawfully entitled thereto, And 
the commissioners, respectively, shall deposite 
the gold and silver coin, and certificates of public 
debt by them respectively received as aforesaid 
from the subscribers to the capital of the said 
bank, in some place of secure and safe keeping, so 
that the same may and shall be specially delivered 
and transferred, as the same were by them respec- 
tively received, to the president, directors, and 
company, of the Bank of the United States, or to 
their order, as soon as shall be required after the 
organization of the said bank. And thesaid com- 
missioners appointed to superintend the subscrip- 
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tions to the capital of the said bank as aforesaid, 
shall receive a reasonable compensation for their 
services respectively, and shall be allowed all 
reasonable charges and expenses incurred in the 
execution of their trust, to be paid by the presi- 
dent, directors, and company, of the bank, out of 
the funds thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be Jawiul for the United States to pay and 
redeem the funded debt subscribed to the capital 
of the said bank, at the rates aforesaid, in such 
sums, and at such times, as shall be deemed ex- 
pedient, anything in any act or acts of Congress 
to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. And it 
shall also be lawful for the president, directors, 
and company, of the said bank, to sell and trans- 
fer for gold and silver coin. or bullion, the funded 
debt subscribed to the capital of the said bank as 
aforesaid: Provided always, That they shall not 
sell more thereof than the sum of two millions 
of dollars in any one year; nor sell any part there- 
of at any time within the United States, without 
previously giving notice of their intention to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and offering the same 
to the United States fur the period of fifteen 
days, at least, at the current price, not exceeding 
the rates aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, at the 
opening of subscription tothe capital stock of the 
said bank, the Seeretary of the Treasury shall 
subscribe, or cause to be subscribed, on behalf of 
the United States, the said number of seventy 
thousand shares, amounting to seven millions of 
dollars as aforesaid, to be paid in gold or silver 
coin, or in stock of the United States, bearing 
interest at the rate of five per centum per annum; 
and if payment thereof or of any part thereof, be 
made in public stock, bearing interest as afore- 
said, the said interest shall be payable quarterly, 
to commence from the time of making such pay- 
ment on accouut of the said subseription, and the 
principal of the said stock shall be redeemable in 
any sums, and at any periods, which the Govern- 
ment shal! deem fi. And the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall cause the certificates of such pub- 
lic stock to be prepared, and made in the usual 
form, and shall pay and deliver the same to the 
president, directors, and company, of the said 
bank on the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventeen, which said stock it 
shall be iawful for the said president, directors, 
and company, to sell and transfer for gold and 
silver coin or bullion at their discretion: Provi- 
ded, They shall not sell more than two millions 
of dollars thereof in any one year. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
subseribers to the said Bank of the United States 
of America, their successors and assigns, shall be, 
and are hereby, created a corporation and body 
politic, by the name and style of “ The president, 
directors, and company, of the Bank of the United 
States,” and shall so continue until the third day 
of March, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-six, and by that name shall be, 
and are hereby, made able and capable, in law, to 
have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, and re- 


tain, to them and their successors, lands, rents, 
tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattels, and 
effects, of whatsoever kind, nature, and quality, 
to an amount not exceeding, in the whole, fifty- 
five millions of dollars, including the amount of 
the capital stock aforesaid ; and the same to sell, 
grant, demise, alien or dispose of; to sue and be 
sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered, defend and be defended, in all State 
courts having competent jurisdiction, and in any 
circuit court of the United States: and also to 
make, have, and use, a common seal, and the 
same to break, alter, and renew, at their pleas- 
ure: and also to ordain, establish, and put in exe- 
cution, such by-laws, and ordinances, and regula- 
tions, as they shall deem necessary and conveni- 
ent for the government of the said corporation, 
not being contrary to the constitution thereof, or 
to the laws of the United States; and generally 
to do and execute all and singular the acts, mat- 
ters, and things, which to them it shall or may 
appertain to do; subject, nevertheless, to the rules, 
regulations, restrictions, limitations, and provis- 
ions, hereinafter prescribed and declared. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the management of the affairs of the said corpo- 
ration, there shall be twenty-five directors, five 
of whom, being stockholders, shall be annually 
appointed by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, not more than three of whom shall be resi- 
dents of any one State; and twenty of whom 
shall be annually elected at the banking-house in 
the city of Philadelphia, on the first Monday of 
January, in each year, by the qualified stock- 
holders of the capital of the said bank other than 
the United States, and by a plurality of votes 
then and there actually given, according to the 
scale of voting hereinafter prescribed: Provided 
always, That no person, being a director in the 
Bank of the United States, or any of its branches, 


j shall be a director of any other bank ; and should 


any such director act as a director in any other 
bank, it shall forthwith vacate his appointment 
in the direction of the Bank of the United States. 
And the directors, so duly appointed and elected, 
shall be capable of serving, by virtue of such ap- 
pointment and choice, from the first Monday in 
the month of January of each year, until the end 
and expiration of the first Monday in the month 
of January of the year next ensuing the time of 
each annual election to be held by the stockhold- 
ers as aforesaid. And the board of directors, an- 
nually, at the first meeting after their election in 
each and every year, shall proceed to elect one of 
the directors to be president of the corporation, 
who shall hold the said office during the same 
period for which the directors are appointed and 
elected as aforesaid: Provided also, That the 
first appointment and election of the directors 
and president of the said bank shall be at the 
time and for the period hereinafter declared: 
And provided also, That in case it should at any 
time happen that an appointment or electior of 
directors, or an election of the president of the 
said bank, should not be so madc as to take effect 
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on any-day when, in pursuance of this act, they 
ought to take effect, the said corporation shall 
not, for that cause, be deemed to be dissolved ; 
but it shall be lawful at any other time to make 
‘such appointments, and to hold such elections, 
(as the case may be,) and the manner of holding 
the elections shall be regulated by the by-laws 
and ordinances of the said corporation: and un- 
til such appointments or elections be made, the 
directors and president of the said bank, for the 
time being, shall continue in office: And provided 
also, That in case of the death, resignation, or 
removal, of the president of the said corporation, 
the directors shall proceed to elect another presi- 
dent from the directors as aforesaid: and in case 
of the death, resignation, or absence from the 
United States, or removal of a director from office, 
the vacancy shall be supplied by the President 
of the United States, or by the stockholders, as 
the case may be. But the President of the Uni- 
ted States alone shall have power to remove any 
of the directors appointed by him as aforesaid. 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, ‘That as soon 
as the sum of eight millions four hundred thou- 
sand dollars io gold and silver coin, and in the 
public debt, shall have been actually received on 
account of the subscriptions to the capital of the 
said baok (exclusively of the subscription afore- 
said, on the part of the United States) notice 
thereof shall be given by the persons under whose 
superintendence the subscriptions shall have been 
made at the city of Philadelphia, in at least two 
newspapers printed in each of the places (if so 
many be printed in such places respectively) 
where subscriptions shall have been made, and 
the said persons shall, at the same time, and in 
like manner, notify a time and place within the 
said city of Philadelphia, at the distance of at 
least thirty days from the time of such notifica- 
tion, for proceeding to the election of twenty 
directors as-aforesaid, and it shall be lawful for 
such election to be then and there made. And 
the President of the United States is hereby au- 
thorized, during the present session of Congress, 
to nominate, and, by.and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint, five directors 
of the said bank, though not stockholders, any- 
thing in the provisions of this act to the contrary 
notwithstanding; andthe persons who shall be 
elected and appointed as aforesaid, shall be the 
first directors of the said bank, and shall proceed 
to elect one of the directors to be president of the 
said bank; and the directors and president of the 
said bank, so appointed and elected as aforesaid, 
shall be capable of serving in their respective 
office, by virtue thereof, until the end and expira- 
tion. of the first Monday of the month of January 
next ensuing the said appointments and clections, 
and they shall then and thenceforth commence, 
and- continue the operations of the said bank, at 
the city of Philadelphia. i 
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the 
directors, for the time being, shali have power to 
appoint such officers, clerks, and servants, under 
them, as shall be necessary fur executing the busi- 
ness of the said corporation, and to allow them 


such compensation for their services, respect- 
ively, as shall be reasonable; and shall be capable 
of exercising such other powers and authorities 
for the well governing and ordering of the officers 
of the said corporation as shall be prescribed, 
fixed, and determined, by the laws, regulations, 
and ordinances, of the same. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
following rules, restrictions, limitations, and pro- 
visions, shall form and be fundamental articles of 
the constitution of the said corporation, to wit: 

1. The number of votes to which the stock- 
holders shall be entitled, in voting for directors, 
shall be according to the number of shares he, 
she, or they, respectively, shall hold, in the pro- 
portions following, that is to say, for one share 
and not more than two shares, one vote; for every 
two shares above two, and not exceeding ten, one 
vate; for every four shares above ten, and not 
exceeding thirty, one vote; for every six shares 
above thirty, and not exceeding sixty, one vote ; 
for every eight shares above sixty, and not ex- 
ceeding one hundred, one vote; and for every ten 
shares above one hundred, one vote; but no per- 
son, copartnership, or body politic, shall be enti- 
tled to a greater number than thirty votes; and 
after the first election, no share or shares shall 
confer a right of voting, which shall not have 
been holden three calendar months previous to the 
day of election. And stockholders actually resi- 
dent within the United States, and none. other, 
may vote in elections by proxy. 

2. Not more than three-fourths of the directors 
elected by the stockholders, and not more than 
four-fifths of the directors appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who shall be ia vflice 
at the time of an annual election, shall be elected 
or appointed for the next succeeding year; and 
no director shall hold his office more than three 
years out of four in succession; but the director 
who shall be the president at the time of an elec- 
tion may always be reappointed or re-elected, as 
the case may be. 

3. None but a stockholder, resident citizen of 
the United States, shall be a director; nor shall 
a director be eatitled to any emolument; but the 
directors may make such compensation to the 
president, for his extraordinary attendance at the 
bank, as shall appear to them reasonable. 

4. Not less than seven directors shall consti- 
tute a board for the transaction of business, of 
whom the president shall always be one, except 
in ease of sickness or necessary absence ; in which 
case his place may be supplied by any other di- 
rector whom he, by writing, under his hand, 
shall depute for that purpose. And the director 
so deputed may do and transact all the necessary 
business, belonging to the office of the president 
of the said corporation, during the continuance 
of the sickness or necessary absence of the presi- 
dent. 

5. A number of stockholders, not less than six- 
ty, who, together, shall be proprietors of one 
thousand shares or upwards, shall have power at ` 
any time to call a general meeting of the stock- 
holders, for purposes relative to the institution, 
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giving at least ten weeks’ notice in two a for the use or on account of the Govern- 


newspapers of the place where the bank is seated, | ment of the United States, to an amount exceed- 
and specifying in such notice the object or ob-jing five hundred thousand dollars, or of any 
jects of such meeting. particular State, to an amount exceeding fifty 
6. Each cashier or treasurer, before he enters | thousand dollars, or of any foreign Prince or 
upon the duties of his office, shall be required to | State. unless previously authorized by a law of 
give bond, with two or more sureties, to ‘the sat- | the United States. 
isfaction of the directors, in a sum not less than} 11. The stock of the said corporation shall be 
fifty thousand dollars, with a condition for his f assignable and transferrable, according to such 
good behaviour, and the faithful performance of | rules as shall be instituted in that behalf, by the 
his duties to the corporation. laws and ordinances of the same. 
7. The lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 12. The bills. obligatory and of credit, under 
which it shall be lawful for the said corporation | the seal of the said corporation, which shall be 
. to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite | made to any person or persons, shall be assigna- 
for its immediate accommodation in relation to | ble by endorsement thereupon, under the hand or 
the convenient transacting of its business, and | hands of such person or persons, and his, her or 
such as shall have been bona fide mortgaged to| their executors or administrators, and his, her or 
it by way of security, or conveyed to it in satis- | their assignee or assignees, and so as absolutely 
faction of debts previously contracted in the| to transfer and vest the property thereof in each 
course of its dealings, or purchased at sales, upon | and every assignee or assignees successively, aud 
judgments which shall have been obtained for | to enable such assignee or assignees, and his, her 
such debts. or their executors or administrators, to maintain 

8. The total amount of debts which the said | an action thereupon in his, her cr their own name 
corporation shall at any time owe, whether by | or names: Provided, That said corporation shall 
bond, bill, note, or other contract, over and above | not make any bill obligatory, or of credit, or othes 
the debt or debts due for money deposited in the | obligation under its seal for the payment of a 
bank, shall not exceed the sum of thirty-five mil-] sum less than five thousand dollars. And the 
lions of dollars, unless the contracting of any | bills or notes which may be issued by order of the 
greater debt shall have been previously author- | said corporation, signed by the president, and 
ized by law of the United States. In case of ex- | countersigned by the principal cashier or treasu- 
cess, the directors under whose administration it| rer thereof, promising the payment of money to 
shall happen, shall be liable for the same in their | any person or persons, his, her or their order, or 
natural and private capacities; and an action of| to bearer, although not under the seal of the said 
debt may in such case be brought against them, | corporation, shall be binding and obligatory upon 
or any of them, their or any of their heirs, exec- | the same, in like manner, and with like forceand 
utors, or administrators, in any court of record | effect. as upon any private person or persons, if 
of the United States, or either of them, by any | issued by him, her or them, in his, her or their 
creditor or creditors of the said corporation, and | private or natural capacity or capacities, and 
may be prosecuted to judgment and execution, | shall be assignable and negotiable in like manner 
any condition, covenant, or agreement to the con- | as if they were so issued by such private person 
trary notwithstanding. But this provision shall j or persons; that is to say, those which shal! he 
not be construed to exempt the said corporation | payable to any person or persons, his, her or their 
or the lands, tenements, goods, or chattels of the | order, shall be assignable by endorsement, in like 
same from being also liable for, and chargeable | manncr, and with the like effect as foreign bills 
with, the said excess. Such of the said directors, | of exchange now are; and those which are pay- 
who may have been absent when the said excess | able to bearer shall be assignable and negotiable 
was contracted or created, or who may have dis- | by delivery only: Provided, That all bills or notes, 
sented from the resolution or act whereby the | so to be issued by said corporation, shall be made 
same was so contracted or created, may respec- | payable on demand, other than bills or notes for 
tively exonerate themselves from being so liable, | the payment of a sum not less than one hundred 
by forthwith giving notice of the fact, and of| dollars each, and payable to the order of some 
their absence or dissent, to the President of the | person or persons, which bills or notes it shall be 
United States, and to the stockholders, at a gen-| lawful for said corporation to make payable at 
eral meeting, which they shall have power to| any time not exceeding sixty days from the date 
call for that purpose. thereof, 

9. The said corporation shall not, directly or} 13. Half-yearly dividends shall be made of so 
indirectly, deal or trade in anything except bills} much of the profits of the bank as shall appear to 
of exchange, gold or silver bullion, or in the sale | the directors advisable; and once in every three 
of goods really and truly pledged for money lent | years the directors shall lay before the stockhol- 
and net redeemed in due time, or goods which | ders, at a general meeting, for their information, 
shall be the proceeds of its lands. It shall notbej an exact and particular statement of the debts 
at liberty to purchase any public debt whatso- 
ever, nor shall it take more than at the rate of 
six per centum per annum for or upon its loans 
or discounts. 
10. No loan shall be made by the said corpora- 


which shall have remained unpaid after the ex- 
piration of the original credit, for a period of 
treble the term of that credit, and of the surplus 
of the profits. if any, after deducting losses and. 
dividends. If there shall be a failure in the pay- 
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ment of any part of any sum subscribed to the 
capital of the said hank, by any person, copart- 
nership or body politic, the party failing shall 
lose the benefit of any dividead which may have 
accrued prior to the time for making such pay- 
‘ment, and during the delay of the same. 

14. The directors of the said corporation shall 
establish a competent office of discount and de- 
posite in the District of Columbia, whenever any 
law of the United States shall require such an 
establishment; also one such office of discount 
and deposite in any State in which two thousand 
shares shall have been subscribed or may be 
held, whenever, upon application of the Legisla- 
ture of such. State, Congress may, by law, re- 
quire the same: Provided, the directors aforesaid 
shall not be bound to establish such office before 
the whole of the capital of the bank shall have 
been paid up. And it shall be lawful for the di- 
rectors of the said corporation to establish offices 
of discount and deposite, wheresoever they shall 
think fit, within the United States or the Terri- 
tories thereof, and to commit the management of 
the said offices, and the business thercot, respec- 
tively, to such persons, and under such regula- 
tions, as they shall deem proper, not being con- 
trary to law or the constitution of the bank. Or, 
instead of establishing such offices, it shall be 
lawful for the directors of the said corporation, 
from time to time, to employ any other bank or 
‘banks, to be tirst approved by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, at any place or places that they 
may deem safe and proper, to manage and trans- 
act the business proposed as aforesaid, other than 
for the purposes of discount, to be managed and 
transacted by such offices, under such agree- 
ments, and subject to such regulations, as they 
shall deem just and proper. Not more than thir- 
teen, nor less than seven managers or directors, 
of every office established as aforesaid, shall be 
annually appointed by the directors of the bank, 
to serve one year; they shall choose a president 
from their own number ; each of them shall bea 
citizen of the United States, and a resident of the 
State, Territory, or district, wherein such office 
is established; and not more than three-fourths 
of the said managers or directors, in office at the 
time of an annual appointment, shall be reap- 
pointed for the next succeeding year ; and no di- 
rector shall hold his office more than three years 
out of four, in succession ; but the president may 
be always reappointed. 

15. The officer at the head of the Treasury 
Department of the United States shall be fur- 
nished, from time to time, as often as he may re- 
quire, not exceeding once a week, with state- 
ments of the amount of the capital stock of the 
said corporation and of the debts due to the 
same; of the moneys deposited therein; of the 
notes in circulation, and of the specie in hand; 
and shall have a right to inspectesuch general 
accounts in the books of the bank as shall relate 
to the said statement: Provided, That this shall 
not be construcd to imply a right of inspecting 
the account of any private individual or indivi- 
duals with the bank. 


16. No stockholder, unless he be a citizen of 
the United States, shall vote in the choice of di- 
rectors, 

17. No note shall be issued of less amount 
than five dollars. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That if the 
said corporation, or any person or persons, for or 
to the use of the same, shall deal or trade in buy- 
ing or selling goods, wares, merchandise, or com- 
modities whatsoever, contrary to the provisions 
of this act, all and every person and persons by 
whom any order or direction for so dealing or 
trading shal! have been given; and all and every 
person and persons who shall have been con- 
cerned as parties or agents therein, shall forfeit 
and lose treble the value of the goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, and commoditics in which such dealing 
and trade shall have been, one-half thereof to the 
use of the informer, and the other half thereof to 
the use of the United States, to be recovered in 
any action of law with costs of suit. 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That if 
the said corporation shall advance or lend any 
sum of money for the use or on account of the 
Government of the United States, to an amount 
exceeding five hundred thousand dollars; or of 
any particular State, to an amount exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars; or of any foreign Prince 
or State, (unless previously authorized thereto by 
a law of the United States,) all and every person 
and persons, by and with whose order, agree- 
ment, consent, approbation, and connivance, such 
unlawful advance or loan shall have been made, 
upon conviction thereof shall forfeit and pay, for 
every such offence, treble the value or amount of 
the sum or sums which have been so unlawfully 
advanced or lent; one-fifth thereof to the use of 
the informer, and the residue thereof to the use 
of the United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the 
bills or notes of the said corporation originally 
made payable, or which shall have become paya- 
ble on demand, shall be receivable in all pay- 
ments to the United States, unless otherwise di- 
rected by act of Congress. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That du- 
ring the continuance of this act, and whenever 
required by the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
said corporation shall give the necessary facili- 
ties for transferring the public funds from place 
to place, within the United States, or the Terri- 
tories thereof, and for distributing the same in 
payment of the public creditors, without charging 
commissious or claiming allowance on account 
of difference in exchange, and shall also do and 
perform the several and respective duties of the 
Commissioners of Loans for the several States, 
or of any one or more of them, whenever re- 
quired by law. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That the 
deposites of the money of the United States, in 
places in which the said bank and branches there- 
of may be established, shall be made in said bank 
or branches thereof, unless the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall at any time otherwise order and 
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direct; in which case the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall immediately lay before Congress, if in 
session, and if not, immediately afier the com- 
mencement of the next session, the reasons of 
such order or direction, 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the 
said. orporation shall not at any time suspend or 
refuse payment in gold and silver, of any of its 
nowws, bills, or obligations; nor of any moneys 
received upon deposite in said bank, or in any of 
its uffices of discount and deposite. And if the 
said corporation shall at any time refuse or ne- 
glect to pay on demand any bill, note or obliga- 
tion issued by the corporation, according to the 
contract, promise, or undertaking therein ex- 
pressed ; or shall neglect or refuse to pay on de- 
mand any moneys received in said bank, or ia 
any of its offices aforesaid, on deposite. to the 
person or persons entitled to receive the same, 
then, and in every such case, the holder of any 
such note, bill, or obligation, or the person or per- 
sons entitled to demand and receive such moneys 
as aforesatd, shall respeetively be entitled to re- 
ceive and recover interest on the said bills, notes, 
obligations, or moneys, until the same shall be 
fully paid and sausfied, atthe rate of twelve per 
centum per anoum from the time of such demand 
as afuresaid: Provided, That Congress may at 
any time hereafter enact laws enforcing and reg- 
ulating the recovery of the amount of the notes, 
bills, ubligations, or other debts, of which pay- 
ment shalt have been refused as aforesaid, with 
the rate of interest abovernentioned, vesting ju- 
risdiction fur that purpose in any courts, either 
of law or equity, of the courts of the United 
States, or Territories thereof, or of the several 
States, as they may deem expedient, 

Sec, 18. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person shall falsely make, torge or counter- 
feil, ur cause or procure to be falsely made, forged 
or counterfeiied, or willingly aid or assist in 
falsely making, torging or counterfeiting any bill 
or note in imitation of or purporting to be a bill 
or note issued by order of the president. directors, 
and company of the said tauk, or any order or 
check on the said bank or corporation, or any 
cashier thereof; or shall falsely alter. or cause or 
procure to be falsely altered, or willingly aid or 
assist in falsely altering auy bilt or note issued by 
order of the president, directors, and company of 
the said bank, or any order or check ou the said 
bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof; or 
shall pass, utter or publish, or attempt to pass 
utter or publish as true, any false, forged, or 
counterfeited bill or note, purporting to be a bili 
or note issued by order of the president, directors, 
and company of the said bank, or any false, 
forged, or counterfeited order or check upon the 
said bauk or corporation, or any cashier thereof, 
knowing the same to be falsely forged or coun- 
terfeited ; or sball pass, utter or publish, or at- 
tempt tu pass, utter or publish, as true, any false- 
ly altered bill or note issued by order of the pres- 
ident, directors, and company of the said bank, 
or any falsely altered order or check on the said 
bank or corporation, or any cashier thereof, know- 
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ing the same to be falsely altered with intention 
to defraud the said corporation or any other body 
politic or person ; or shall sell, utter or deliver, 
or cause to be sold, uttered or delivered, any 
forged or counterfeit note or bill in imitation, or 
purporting to be a bill or note issued by order of 
the president aad directors of the said bank, know- 
ing the same Lo be false, forged, or counterfeited ; 
every such person shall be deemed and adjudged 
guilty of felony, and, being thereof convicted by 
due course of law, shall be sentenced to beim- 
prisoned and kept to labor for not less than three 
years, nor more than ten years, or shall be im- 
prisoned not exceeding ten years, and fined not 
exceeding five thousand dollars: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
deprive the courts of the individual States of a 
jurisdiction under the laws of the several States, 
over any offence declared punishable by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person shall make or engrave, or cause, or 
procure to be made or engraved, or shall have ia 
his custody or possession, any metallic plate, en- 
graved after the similitude of any plate from 
which any notes or bilis, issued by the said cor- 
poration, shall have been printed, with intent to 
use such plate, or to cause, or suffer the same to 
be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the 
notes or bills issued by said corporation ; or shall 
have in his custody or possession, any blank note 
or notes, bill or bills, engraved and printed after 
the similitude of any notes or bills issued by said 
corporation, with intent to use such blanks, or 
cause, or suffer the same to be used in forging or 
counterfeiting any of the notes or bills issued by 
the said corporation ; or shall have in his custody 
or possession, any paper adapted to the making 
of bank notes or bills, and similar to the paper 
upon which any notes or bills of the said corpo- 
ration shall have been issued, with intent to use 
such paper, or cause, or suffer the same to be used 
in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes or 
bills issued by the said corporation, every such 
person, being thereof convicted, by due course of 
law, shall be sentenced to be imprisoned, and 
kept to hard labor, for a term not exceeding five 
years, or shall be imprisoned for a term not ex- 
ceeding five years, and fined in a sum not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That in 
consideration of the exclusive privileges and 
benefits conferred by this act upon the said bank, 
the president, directors, and company thereof, 
shall pay to the United States, out of the corpo- 
rate funds thereof, the sum of one million and 
five hundred thousand dollars, in three equal pay- 
ments; that is to say: five hundred thousand 
dollars at the expiration of two years; five hun- 
dred thousand dollars at the expiration of three 
years; and five hundred thousand dollars at the 
expiration of. four years after the said back shall 
be organized, and commence its operations in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That no 
other bank shall be established by any future law 
of the United States during the continuance of 
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the corporation hereby created, for which the 
faith of the United States is hereby pledged: 
Provided, Congress may renew existing char- 
ters for banks in the District of Columbia, not 
increasing the capital thereof, and may also es- 
tablish any other bank or banks in said District, 
with capitals not exceeding, in the whole, six 
millions of dollars, if they shall deem it expedi- 
ent. And, notwithstanding the expiration of the 
term for which the said corporation is created, it 
shall be lawful to use the corporate name, style, 
and capacity, for the purpose of suits for the 
final settlement and liquidation of the affairs and 
accounts of the corporation, and for the sale and 
disposition of their estate, real, personal, and 
mixed; but not for any other purpose, or in any 
other manner whatsoever, nor for a period exceed- 
ing two years after the expiration of the said 
term of incorporation. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That if the 
subscriptions and payments to said bank shall 
not be made and completed so as to enable the 
same to commence its operations, or if the said 
bank shall not commence its operations on or be- 
fore the first Monday in April next, then, and in 
that case, Congress may, at any time, within 
twelve months thereafter, declare, by law, this 
act null and void. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall, at all times, be lawful for a committee of 
either House of Congress, appointed for that 
purpose, to inspect the books, and to examine 
into the proceedings of the corporation hereby 
created, and to report whether the provisions of 
this charter have been, by the same, violated or 
not; and whenever any committee, as aforesaid, 
shall find and report, or the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall have reason to believe that the 
charter has been violated, it may be lawful for 
Congress to direct, or the President to order a 
sctre facias to be sued out of the circuit court of 
the district of Pennsylvania, in the name of the 
United States, (which shall be executed upon the 
president of the corporation for the time being. 
at least fifteen days before the commencement of 
the term of said court,) calling on the said corpo- 
ration to show cause wherefore the charter, here- 
by granted, shall not be declared forfeited; and 
it shall be lawful for the said court, upon the re- 
turn of the said scire facias, to examine into the 
truth of the alleged violation, and if such viola- 
tion be made to appear, then to pronounce and 
adjudge that the said charter is forfeited and an- 
nulled: Provided, however, Every issue of fact 
which may be joined between the United States 
and the corporation aforesaid, shall be tried by 
jury. And it shall be lawful for the court afore- 
said to require the production of such of the 
books of the corporation as it may deem neces- 
sary for the ascertainment of the controverted 
facts; and the final judgment of the court afore- 
said, shall be examinable in the Supreme Court 
of the United States, by writ of error, and may 
be there reversed or affirmed, according to the 
usages of law. 

Approved, April 10, 1816. 

14th Con. Ist Suss.—58 


An Act making appropriations for the support of 
Government, for the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixteen. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, for the expenditure of 
the civil list in the present year, including the 
contingent expenses of the several departments 
and offices ; for the compensation of the several 
loan officers and their clerks, and for books and 
stationery for the same; for the payment of an- 
nuities and grants; for the support of the Mint 
Establishment ; for the expenses of intercourse 
with foreigu nations; for the support of light- 
houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers; for sur- 
veying the coast of the United States; for mak- 
ing the Cumberland road; for ascertaining the 
titles to lands in Louisiana; for providing certifi- 
cates of registry and lists of crews; and for sat- 
isfying certain miscellaneous claims, the follow- 
ing sums be, and the same are hereby, respect- 
ively appropriated, that is to say: 

For compensation granted by law to the mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
their officers, and attendants, five hundred and 
ninety-five thousand two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, and the deduction to be made on account of 
the absence of members or delegates for any part 
of the present session, shall be in the proportion 
which the days of their absence respectively 
bear to the whole number of the days of the ses- 
sion. 

For the expense of firewood, stationery, print- 
ing, and all other contingent expenses of the two 
Houses of Congress, forty-seven thousand dollars, 

For the expenses of the Library of Congress, 
including the librarian’s allowance for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For rent and repairs of the tenement occupied 
by the President of the United States since Au- 
gust, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of State, 
five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the Department of State, being the sum appro- 
priated for the service of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, eleven thousand three 
hundred and fifty dollars and fifty cents. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
Departmentand in the Pateat Office, six hundred 
and sixty dollars. 

For the incidental and contingent expenses of 
the said Department, including the expense of 
printing and distributing ten thousand four hun- 
dred copies of the laws of the first session of the 
Fourteenth Congress, and printing the laws in 
newspapers, sixteen thousand uine hundred and 
thirty dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, five thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, being 
the sum appropriated for the service of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, ten thou- 
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sand four hundred and thirty-three dollars and 
twenty-eight cents. 

For compensation to the messenger and assist- 
ant messenger in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, seven hundred ‘and ten dollars. 

For expense of transiating foreign languages, 
allowance to the person employed in transmit- 
ting passports and sea letters, and for stationery 
and printing in the office of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. one thousand one hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expenses of issuing Treas- 
ury notes, a sum not exceeding thirty thousand 
dollars, 

For stating and printing the publie accounts, 
for the years one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, and one thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen, two thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, three thousand five huodred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the 
office of the Comptroller of the Treasury, being 
the sum appropriated for the service of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, thirteen 
thousand three hundred and sixteen dollars and 
five cents. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For compensation to additional clerks to be 
employed in the office of the Comptroller of the 
Treasury, two thousand ‘two hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing. and con- 
tingent expenses in the Comptroller’s office, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Auditor of the Trea- 
sury, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in the 
Auditor's office, being the sum appropriated for 
the service of the year ove thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, ten thousand one hundred and 
thirty-two dollars and sixty-five cents, and the 
further sum of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, fuar hundred and ten dollars. 

For compensation to additional clerks to be 
employed in the office of the Auditor, four thou- 
sand dollars. 

For expense of stationery, printing, and con- 


tingent expenses in the Auditor’s office, eight | 


hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Treasurer, three thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the Treasurer’s office, being the sum appropria- 
ted for the service of the year one thousand eight 
bundred and fifteen, four thousand two hundred 
and forty dollars and four cents. 

For compensation to the messenger ip said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For compensation to additional clerks to be 
employed in the Treasurer’s office, one thousand 
two hundred dollars. 

For expenses of stationery, printing. and con- 
tingent expenses in the Treasurer’s office, eight 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, three thousand dollars. 
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For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, ten thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For stationery, printing, and contingent expen- 
ses in the General Land Office, including vellum 
for land patents, three thousand seven hundred 
dollars. 

For arrears of compensation due to the chief 
clerk in the office of the said Commissioner, three 
hundred and twelve dollars and fifty cents. 

For compensation to the Commissioner of the 
Revenue, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Commissioner of the Revenue, 
being the sum appropriated for the service of the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, nine 
thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars, 

For stationery, printing, and contingent ex- 
penses, including the paper, printing and stamp- 
ing of licenses, in the office of said Commissioner, 
three thousand two hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Register of the Treas- 
ury, two thousand four hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Register of the Treasury, being 
the sum appropriated for the service of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, sixteen 

| thousand two hundred and twenty-eight dollars 

and thirty-two cents. 

| For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

| For compensation to additional clerks to be 

‘employed in the office of the Register of the 

: Treasury, eight hundred dollars. 

For expense of stationery, including books for 
the public stocks, printing the public accounts, 
and other contingent expenses of the Register’s 
office, two thousand eight hundred and ninety 
dollars. 

For fuel and other contingent expenses of the 
Treasury Department, including rent of the build- 
ings now occupied by the department, expense of 
removing the records during the late war, trans- 
| porting the same to the building preparing for 

them, cost of furniture for the offices, cases for 
f 


the fire proof, and compensation to a superin- 
tendent and two watchmen employed for the se- 
curity of the Treasury buildings, fitteen thousand 
dollars. 

For the purchase of books, maps. and charts, 
for the Treasury Department, one thousand dol- 
lars. 

For compensation to the Secretary to the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, two kun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

For cost of vellum for patents for mililary 
bounty lands, printing them, and record houks 
and wheels for military bounty Lottery, in the 
office of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, seventeen thousand three hundred dollars. 

For compensation to two clerks to be em- 
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ployed in the said office, to write and record the 
patents, seventeen hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Secretary of War, 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Secretary of War, being the sum 
appropriated for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, fifteen thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger and his 
assistants in said office, seven hundred and ten 
dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Secretary of War, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the 
War Department, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the cierks employed in 
the office of the Accountant of the War Depart- 
ment, being the sum appropriated for the service 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and fif- 
teen, fourteen thousand seven hundred and sev- 
enty-five dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For compensation for additional clerks, to be 
employed ın the the office of the Accountant of 
the War Department, six thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in said office, two thou- 
sand dollars. 

For compensation to the Paymaster of the 
Army, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the Paymaster’s office, being the sum appropri- 
ated fuc the service of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, thirteen thousand three 
hundred dollars. 

For additional compensation of fifteen per cent. 
to the clerks employed in said office, on the sum 
hereinbefore appropriated, one thousand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-five dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses of the oilice of the Pay- 
master, two thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the Superintendent Gene- 
ral of Military Supplies, three thousand dollars, 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Superintendent General of Mili- 
tary Supplies, being the sum appropriated for the 
service of the year one thousaad eight hundred 
aud fifteen, seven thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expenses of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in the office of the 
Superintendent General of Military Supplies, six 
hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Commissary General 
of Purchases, three thousand dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the said Commissary, being the sum 
appropriated for the service of the year one thou- 
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sand eight hundred and fifteen, two thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses in the said office of 
Commissary General of Purchases, nine hundred 
and thirty dollars. : 

For compensation to the clerks in the Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s office, one thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy, 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Secretary of the Navy, being the 
sum appropriated for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, seven thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five dollars, 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For expense of fuel, stationery, printing, and 
other contingent expenses in said office, two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Accountant of the 
Navy, two thousand dollars, 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the office of the Accountant of the Navy, being 
the sum appropriated for the service of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, twelve 
thousand two hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the messenger in said 
office, four hundred and ten dollars. 

For compensation to additional clerks to be 
employed in the office of said Accountant, two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the office of said 
Accountant, one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

For compensation of the Commissioners of the 
Navy Board, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 

For compensation to the Secretary of the Navy 
Board, two thousand dollars, 

For compensation of the clerks employed in 
the office of the Navy Board, including the sum 
of two hundred and filty dollars for the service of 
the preceding year, two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation of the messenger, including 
the sum of three hundred and seven dollars and 
fifty cents for the service of the preceding year, 
seven hundred and seventeen dollars fifty cents, 

For the contingent expenses of the Navy 
Board, including the sum of one thousand five 
hundred dollars for the service of the preceding 
year, four thousand dollars, 

For compensation to the Postmaster General, 
three thousand dollars, 

For compensation to the Assistant Postmaster 
Geveral, one thousand seven hundred dollars, 

For compensation to the Second Assistant 
Postmaster General, one thousand six hundred 
dollars. 

For compensation to the clerks employed in 
the General Post Office, being the amount appro- 
priated for the service of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen, fifteen thousand one 
hundred dollars. 

For compensation to additional clerks, four 
thousand two hundred and five dollars. 
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For deficiency in appropriation for clerk hire | ing the laws of said Territory, one thousand one 
for the year one thousand eight hundred and fif- | hundred and seventy-six doliars and twenty-five 
teen, nine hundred and thirty-five dollars. cents. 
For compensation to the messenger and assist- | For the discharge of such demands against the 
ant messenger, six hundred and sixty dollars. United States on account of the civil department, 
For contingent expenses of the General Post | not otherwise provided for, as shall have been 
Office, three thousand six hundred dollars. admitted in due course of settlement, at the 
For compensation to the several Commissioners | Treasury, two thousand dollars. 
of Loans, and for allowance to certain Commis-| For compensation granted by law to the Chief 
sioners of Loans in lieu of clerk hire, fourteen | Justice, the Associate Judges, and District Judges 
thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. of the United States, including the Chief Justice 
For compensation to the clerks of sundry Com- | and Associate Judges of the District of Columbia, 
missioners of Loans, and to defray the authorized | sixty thousand dollars. 
expenses of the several loan officers, thirteen| For compensation to the Attorney General of 
thousand seven hundred dollars. the United States, three thousand dollars. 
For compensation to the Surveyor General} For the compensation of sundry District At- 
and his clerks, four thousand one hundred dollars. | torneys and Marshals, as granted by law, in- 
For Gompensation to the Surveyor of lands | cluding those in the several Territories, seven 
south of Tennessee, and his clerks, and for the | thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars. 
contingent expenses of his office, three thousand | or defraying the expenses of the Supreme, 


two hundred dollars, Circuit, and District Courts of the United States, 
For compensation to the officers and clerks of | including the District of Columbia, and of jurors 
the Mint, nine thousand six hundred dollars. and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from 


For wages to persons employed in the different | fines, penalties, and forfeitures, and for defraying 
operations of the Mint, including the sum of six | the expenses.of prosecutions for offences against 
hundred dollars allowed to an assistant engraver,| the United States, and for the safekeeping of 
five thousand dollars. prisoners, forty thousand dollars. 

For repairs of furnaces, cost of iron and ma-| For the payment of sundry pensions granted 
chinery, rents, and other contingent expenses of | by the late Government, eight hundred and sixty 
the Mint, two thousand four hundred and eighty | dollars. 
dollars. For the payment of the annual allowance to 

For allowance for wastage in the gold and sil- | the invalid pensioners of the United States, one 
yer coinage, one thousand five hundred dollars. | hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 

For the purchase of copper to coin into cents} For making the road from Cumberland, in the 
fifteen thousand dollars, State of Maryland, to the State of Ohio, three 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, | hundred thousand dollars, to be repaid out of the 
and Secretary of the Indiana Territory, six thou- | fund reserved for laying out and making roads to 
sand six hundred dollars. the State of Ohio, by virtue of the seventh sec- 

For stationery, office rent, and other contin- | tion of an act, passed on the thirtieth of April, 
gent expenses of said Territory, three hundred | one thousand eight hundred and two, entitled 
and fifty dollars. “An act to enable the people of the eastern divi- 

. For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and | sion of the territory northwest of the river Ohio 
Secretary of the Mississippi Territory, nine thou- | to form a constitution and State government, and 
sand dollars, for the admission of such State into the Union, 

For stationery, office rent, and other contin- | on an equal footing with the original States, and 
gent expenses of said Territory, three hundred | for other purposes.” 
and fifty dollars. For the maintenance and support of light- 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and | houses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, stake- 
Secretary of the Missouri Territory, seven thou- | ages of channels, bars, and shoals, including the 
sand eight hundred dollars. purchase and transportation of oil, keepers’ sala- 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent | ries, repairs and improvements, and contingent 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and | expenses, ninety-seven thousand four hundred and 


fifty dollars. sixty-four dollars. 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and To replace the amount heretofore appropriated 
Secretary of the Michigan Territory, six thou- | for defraying the expense of surveying the coasts 
sand six huodred dollars. of the United States, which was carried to the 


For stationery, office rent, and other contingent | surplus fund on the thirty-first of December, one 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and | thousand eight hundred and fourteen, twenty-nine 
fifty dollars. thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars and 

For compensation to the Governor, Judges, and | fifty-seven cents, 

Secretary of the Illinois Territory, six thousand} For defraying the expense of ascertaining and 
six hundred dollars. adjusting land titles in Louisiana, five thousand 

For stationery, office rent, and other contingent | dollars, 
expenses of said Territory, three hundred and} For defraying the expense of surveying the 
fifty dollars. j public lands within the several T'erritories of the 

For defraying the expenses incurred by print- | United States, including the expense of surveys 


1833 APPENDIX. 1834 


Public Acts of Congress. 


An Act providing for the settlement of certain ace 
counts against the Library of Congress, for extend- 
ing the privileges of using the books therein, and 
for establishing the salary of the Librarian. 


Be it enacted, $c., That the accounting officers 
of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized and required to investigate and settle the ac- 
counts against the Library of Congress, exhibited 
by George Waterston, Daniel Rapine, and Wil- 
liam Elliott; and the amount thereof, which 
shall be deemed equitable, shall be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to the Librarian, for attending 
said Library, an annual salary of one thousand 
dollars, payable quarterly, at the Treasury of the 
United States, to commence and take effect from 
and after the twenty-first day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the priv- 
ilege of using the books in the Library shall be 
extended to the Attorney General of the United 
States and the members of the diplomatic corps, 
on the same terms and conditions as it is enjoyed 
by the Judges of the Supreme Court. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


of private claims in Louisiana; for ascertaining 
the boundaries of the State of Ohio; of survey- 
ing the township lines in the Creek purchase, and 
of the salaries of two principal deputies in the 
State of Louisiana, one hundred and sixty-three 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

For defraying the expense of printing certifi- 
cates of registry and other documents for vessels, 
five thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. . 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall have been admitted in due course of 
settlement at the Treasury, four thousand dollars. 

For the salaries, allowances, and contingent 
expenses of Ministers to foreign nations, and of 
secretaries of legation, one hundred and fourteen 
thousand dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of intercourse be- 
tween the United States and foreign nations, fifty 
thousand dollars. 

For the expenses necessary during the present 
year for carrying into effect the fourth, sixth, and 
seventh articles of the Treaty of Peace concluded 
with His Britannic Majesty at Ghent, on the 
twenty-fourth December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, including the compensation of 
the Commissioners appointed under those articles, 
twenty-three thousand three hundred and thirty- 
two dollars. 

For the salaries of the agents of claims on ac- 
count of captures at London, Paris, and Copen- 
hagen, at two thousand dollars cach, six thousand 
duller 

For replacing the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, heretofore appropriated and carried to the 
surplus fund in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen, for objects in relation to the in- 
tercourse with the Barbary States, twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

For making good a deficiency in the appropria- 
tion of last year for the intercourse with foreign 
nations, arising from the difference in the ex- 
change in transmitting the money to Europe, aud 
in the drafts of Ministers and agents there upon 
bankers, and to meet similar expenses the present 
year, fifty thousand dollars. 

To replace the sum of two thousand dollars, 
being part of an appropriation of five thousand 
dollars, appropriated by an act of the third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
to discharge claims on account of depredations 
committed by the Osage Indians, and since car- 
ried to the surplus fund, two thousand dollars. 

For the expenses of intercourse with the Bar- 
bary Powers, forty-seven thousand dollars. 

For the relief of distressed American seamen 
for the present year, and to make good a defici- 
ency in the preceding year, fifty thousand dollars. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several appropriations hereinbefore made, shall be 
paid and discharged out of the fund of six hun- 
dred thousand dollars, reserved by the act making 
provision for the debt of the United States, and 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act to 
incorporate a company for making certain turnpike 
roads within the District of Columbia.” 

Beit enacted, &c., That the company for mak- 
ing certain turnpike roads in the District of Co- 
lumbia, established by an act of Congress passed 
on the twentieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, be authorized and empowered to 
open and make a turnpike road, at their own risk 
and expense, from the Eastern Branch bridge, to 
meet a road to be opened and made under the 
authority of the State of Maryland, from Edward 
H. Calvert’s mill, in Prince George’s county, to 
the line of the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further enacted, That the said 
company may demand and receive the same tolls 
as are allowed fora like distance by the act to 
which this is a supplement, and shall possess and 
enjoy the same rights and privileges, and be sub- 
ject to the same limitations, pains, and penalties, 
as are prescribed, enjoined, and directed by the 
aforesaid act, and an act in addition thereto, passed 
on the twenty-fifth day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act confirming to the Navigation Company of 
New Orleans the use and possession of a lot in the 
said city. 

Be it enacted, &c., That all the right and claim 
of the United States to the title, possession. and 
occupancy of a lot of ground of three hundred feet 
front on Rampart street, in the city of New Or- 
leans, by six hundred feet in depth, on a line with 
St. Peter street, on which was erected the former 
hospital of charity in the said city be, and the 
same is hereby, vested in the Navigation Com- 
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pany of New Orleans: Provided, That nothing in 

thisact contained shall affect the claim or claims of 

any individual or individuals, if any such there be. 
Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act further extending the time for issuing end 
locating military Jand warrants, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of War 
be authorized to issue military land warrants to 
such persons as have or shall, before the first day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and cigh- 
teen, produce to him satisfactory evidence of the 
validity of their claims; which warrants, with 
those heretofore issued, and not yet satisfied, shall 
and may be located in the name of the holders or 
proprietors thereof, prior to the first day of Octo- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
on any unlocated parts of the fifty quarter town- 
ships, and the fractional quarter townships, re- 
served by law for original holders of military land 
warrants. And patents shall be granted for the 
land located under this act, in the same manner 
as is directed by former acts for granting military 
lands. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, at the 
expiration of the term limited by this act, for the 
location of the military land warrants aforesaid, 
it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to transmit to the Surveyor 
General alist of all the lots of land within the fifty 
quarter townships and fractional quarter town- 
ships, which shall at that time remain unlocated ; 
and the Surveyor General shall prepare and trans- 
mit to the registers of the land office at Chilico- 
the and Zanesville, respectively, general plats of 
the aforesaid unlocated lots, which lots shall, after 
the first day of March, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and nineteen, be offered for sale at the land 
offices in the districts in which they are situaicd, 
in the same manner, on the same terms and con- 
ditions, in every respect, as other public lands are 
offered at private sate, in the same districts. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act to increase the pension of William Munday. 

Be it enacted, §c., That there be, and hereby 
is, granted to William Munday, of the city of 
Baltimore, who lost both his arms in an attack on 
the enemy at St. Leonard’s creek, on the twenty- 
eighth day of June, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, in lieu of the pension to 
which he is now entitled by law, a pension of 
twenty dollars per month, to be paid out of the 
navy pension fund. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the sale of a lot of ground, belong- 
ing to the United States, situated in the town of 
Knoxville and State of Tennessee. 

Be it enacted, c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause to be sold, at public sale,a lot of ground 
belonging to the United States, situated in the 


town of Knoxville and State of Tennessee, ten 
days’ notice being first given in the Knoxville 
Gazette, of the time and place of sale. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, on the 
receipt of the money arising from said sale, the 
President of the United States is hereby author- 
ized to make or cause to be made a title or titles. 
to the purchaser or purchasers of said lot. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of certain claimants to land in 
the district of Vincennes. 


Be it enacted, c, That the several persons 
whose claims were confirmed by the act of Con- 
gress, entitled “An act confirming certain claims 
to land in the district of Vincennes, and for other 
purposes,” approved the third day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and seven; and the act, 
entitled “An act confirming certain claims to land 
in the district of Vincennes,” approved the thir- 
teenth day of February, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirteen, which having been located 
cannot be surveyed agreeably to law, or which 
having been located have, in the opinion of the 
register of the land office, for the said district, 
been removed by the surveys of prior locations, 
from the spot intended to be occupied, are hereby 
authorized to enter their locations with the reg- 
ister of the land office at Vincennes, on any part 
of the tract set apart for that purpose in the said 
district, by virtue of the act, entitled “An act re- 
specting claims to lands in the Indiana Territory 
and State of Ohio,” and in conformity to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act to authorize the President of the United States 
to alter the road laid out from the foot of the rapids 
of the river Miami of Lake Erie to the western line 
of the Connecticut reserve. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the President of the 
United States be, and is hereby, authorized to 
cause to be made, in such manner as he may 
deem most proper, an alteration in the road laid 
out under authority of an act, entitled “An act ta 
authorize the surveying and making of certaio 
roads in the State of Ohio, as contemplated by 
the treaty of Brownstown, in the Territory of 
Michigan,” so that the said road may pass through 
the United States’ reservation at Lower San- 
dusky, or north thereof, not exceeding three miles, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ne- 
cessary expenses which shall be incurred in alter- 
ing the said road shali be paid out of the moneys 
appropriated for the surveying of the public lands 
of the United States. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act to authorize the Legislature of the State of 
Ohio to sell a certain tract of land, reserved for the 
use of that State. . 

Beit enacted, §c., That the Legislature of the 

State of Obio shall be, and they are hereby, au- 

thorized and empowered to cause to be selected 


| 
| 
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and sold, in such manner and on such terms and 
conditions as they may by law direct, any one 
section not exceeding the quantity of six hundred 
_and forty acres of the tract of land of six miles 
square, reserved for the benefit of that State, at 
the Scioto salt springs: Provided, That the sec- 
tion so selected shall not include the said salt 
springs, and that the money arising from the sale 
of the aforesaid section shall be applied to the 
erection of a court-house, or other public build- 
ings, thereon, for the use of the county of Jack- 
son, in said State; and whenever the selection 
and sale of the said section of land shall have 
been made, and the same shall be duly certified 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
a patent shall be granted by the President of the 
United States, for the said section, in trust to 
such person or persons as the Legislature of the 
State shall have appointed and authorized to sell 
and execute titles to the purchasers.of the land 
aforesaid. 


Approved, April 16, 1816. 


the second day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That when 
any non-commissioned officer, musician, or .pri- 
vate soldier of the regular army of the United 
States shall have been killed in batile, or have 
died of wounds or disease, while in the service of 
the United States, during the late war, and have 
left a child or children under sixteen years of age, 
it shall be lawful for the guardian of such child 
or children, within one year frum the passing of 
this act, to relinquish the bounty laud to which 
such non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate soldier, had he survived the war, would have 
been entitled; and, in lieu thereof, to receive half 
the monthly pay to which such deceased person 
was entitled at the time of his death, for and 
during the term of five years, to be computed from 
and after the seventeenth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, the payment 
thereof to be made when and where other mili- 
lary pensions are or shall be paid; and where a 
warrant for the military bounty land aforesaid 
shall have been issued to or for the use of the 
child or children of any such deceased non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private soldier, 
such child or children, or either of them, being 
under sixteen years of age, it shall be lawful for 
the guardian of such minor or minors to surren- 
der and deliver such warrant, into the office for 
the Department of War, within one year from 
the passing of this act; of which surrender and 
delivery the Secretary of that Department shall 
give notice to the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
shall thereupon give the requisite orders for the 
payment of the half pay hereby provided fur. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
soldiers who have been enlisted to serve for five 
years, or during the war, and were above the age 
of forty-five, or under the age of eighteen years, 
who have faithfully served during the late war, 
and have been regularly discharged, and the rep- 
resentatives of such soldiers as shall have died 
whilst in the service of the United States, and all 
soldiers who have been enlisted, and have faith- 
fully served during the late war, until they have 
been promoted to the rank of commissioned offi- 
cers, who, if they had served during the war 
under their enlistment, and been regularly dis- 
charged, would have been entitled to a bounty in 
land, shall be entitled to one hundred and sixty 
or three hundred and twenty acres of land, ac- 
cording io the term of enlistment; the warrants 
and patents lo issue in tle saime manner as in the 
case of soldiers enlisted of proper age, and dis- 
charged under similar circumstances, 

Sec. 4 And be it further enacted, That, for the 
purpose of carrying the provisions of this act into 


An Act making further provision for military services 
during the late war, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That when any officer or 
private soldier of the militia, including rangers, 
sea fencibles, and volunteers, or any non-commis- 
sioned officer, musician, or private, enlisted for 
either of the terms of one year or eighteen 
months, or any commissioned officer of the regu- 
lar army, shall have died while in the service 
of the United States during the late war, or in 
returning to his place of residence, after being 
mustered out of service, or who shall have died 
at any time thereafter, in consequence of wounds 
received whilst in the service, and shall have 
left a widow, or, if no widow, a child or child- 
ren, under sixteen years of age. such widow, or, if 
no widow, such child or children, shall be en- 
titled to receive half the moathly pay to which 
the deceased was entitled at the time of his death, 
for and during the term of five years; and in case 
of death or intermarriage of such widow, before 
the expiration of said five years, the half pay for 
the remainder of the time shall go to the child or 
children of said decedent. Provided always, 
That the Secretary of War shall adopt such 
forms of evidence, in applications under this act, 
as the President of the United States may pre- 
‘scribe. Provided also, That the officers and pri- 
vate soldiers of the militia, as aforesaid, who 
have been disabled by wounds or otherwise, while 
in the service of. the United States in the dis- 
charge of their duty during the late war, snail be 
placed on the list of pensioners, in the same man- 
ner as the officers of the regular army, under | effect, and other acts giving bounty lands to sol- 
such forms of evidence as the President of the j diers of the regular army, the President of the 
United States may prescribe. Provided also, | United States ts hereby authorized to cause to be 
That the provisions of this act shall not extend | surveyed and laid olf, ın one or more surveys, two 
to any person embraced in the provision of an act, | millions of acres, not otherwise appropriated, in 
entitled *An act to provide fur the widows and | addition to the appropriations of lauds by the act 
orphans of the militia slain, and for militia dis- | of May the sixth, one thousand eight hundred 
abled in the service of the United States,” passed | and twelve, for designating, surveying, and grante 


1839 


APPENDIX. 


1840 


Public Acts of Congress. 


ing military bounty 
visions of said act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no 
transfer of land, granted in virtue of this or any 
other law, giving bounties of land to the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
enlisted during the late war, shall be valid, unless 
the contract or agreement therefor, or letter of 
attorney, giving power to sell or convey, shall 
have been executed after the patents shall be is- 
sued and delivered to the persons entitled thereto. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


lands according to the pro- 


An Act in addition to the act, entitled “An act in re- 
lation to the Navy Pension Fund.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That in all cases of prizes 
captured by the public armed ships of the United 
States, which shall be sold under the order of the 
proper prize court, by interlocutory or final de- 
cree, it shall be the duty of the marshal of the 
United States, making the sale,to pay the pro- 
ceeds thereof into the registry of the proper court, 
within thirty days after such sale shall be made 
and closed; and, immediately upon the payment 
into the registry of the proceeds as aforesaid, it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of the court to de- 
posite the same in some bank, to be designated by 
the judge or judges of the court, subject to the 
order and distribution of the court as in other 
cases; and when the said prizes shall have been 
duly condemned, it shall be the duty of the court 
to direct the share of such prizes belonging to the 
United States to be forthwith carried in the ac- 
count with such bank, to the credit of the Treas- 
urer of the United States, on account of the navy 
pension fund ; and copies of the certificate of such 
deposite and credit shall be thereupon transmitted 
to the Treasurer of the United States and to the 
Secretary of the Navy, as soon as may be, by the 
clerk of such court; and the share of such prizes 
belonging to the captors, deposited as aforesaid, 
shall be paid over to the parties entitled, or to 
their authorized agent or agents, upon the order of 
the proper court in term, or of the judge or judges 
of such court in vacation. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the marshals of the several! districts 
of the United States, and of the clerks of the re- 
spective courts of the United States, to state and 
settle their respective accounts in all cases of 
prizes captured as aforesaid, specifying therein all 
costs and charges taxed, claimed, and paid by 
them, and to submit the same to the proper court, 
having cognizance thereof, for examination and 
allowance, within sixty days after a final adjudi- 
cation of such causes, unless a different time shall 
be assigned by such court; and thereupon such 
courts in term, or any judge thereof in vacation, 
may proceed summarily to hear, examine, and 
allow the same accounts; and, after such allow- 
ance, one copy of the same accounts shall be filed 
among the records of the court, and another copy 
shall be transmitted by the clerk of the court to 
the Secretary of the Navy, within thirty days 
after the allowance therevf. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the district attorneys of the re- 
spective districts of the United States to transmit 
to the Secretary of the Navy a statement of all 
prizes captured as aforesaid, which shall be li- 
belled. condemned, or restored, at each term of 
the district and circuit courts, within their re- 
spective districts, as soon as may be after the 
conclusion of each term, and to accompany such 
list with a schedule and invoice of the various 
articles composing the cargoes of such prizes. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
respective courts of the United States, before 
whom a libel against any prizes captured as afore- 
said shall be pending, or by whom a decree of 
condemnation and distribution of such prizes shall 
have been awarded, shall have full power and au- 
thority, in the exercise of their admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction, to issue a monition, and 
other proper process, to compel the marshal and 
clerk to perform and obey the requisitions of this 
act; and upon the complaint of the United States, 
or any person interested in the premises, summa- 
rily to hear and examine the same, and to make 
such award, order, and decree therein, as to jus- 
tice and law shall appertain. And if the marshal 
or clerk shall wilfully refuse, or unreasonably ne- 
glect, to perform and obey any of the requisitions 
of this act, the party so refusing or neglecting 
shall further forfeit and pay to the United States 
the sum of five hundred dollars for every such 
refusal or neglect. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to the Accountant of the Navy 
Department, for his extra services in collecting, 
stating, and settling the accounts of prize money 
belonging to the navy pension fund, the annual 
sum of three hundred dollars, to be paid quarter- 
yearly out of the navy pension fund. 

Src. 6, And be it further enacted, That wher- 
ever sales of prizes captured as aforesaid have 
been made before the passing of this act, and the 
proceeds thereof have not been paid into the re- 
gistry of the proper court, or finally distributed 
under its order, it shall be the duty of the mar- 
shal who made the sale, within six calendar 
months from the passing of this act, or such 
shorter reasonable time as may be assigned by the 
court, or the judge or judges thereof, to pay into 
the registry of the court the proceeds of such sale, 
with a written account of the costs and charges 
attending the same, and to submit the same ac- 
count for examination and allowance to the court, 
or the judge or judges thereof; and, in like man- 
ner, it shall be the duty of the respective clerks of 
the district courts, within six calendar months 
from the passing of this act, or such shorter rea- 
sonable time as may be assigned by the proper 
court, or the judge or judges thereof, to present 
to such court, or the judge or judges thereof, for 
examination and allowance, a particular account 
of their fees and charges, in all cases of prizes 
captured as aforesaid, where such account has not 
been already presented and allowed; and after 
such account shall be examined and allowed, it 
shall be filed among the records of the court, 
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and a copy thereof, duly attested, shall be trans- 
mitted by the clerk of the court to the Secretary 
of the Navy; and if any marshal or clerk shall 
neglect or refuse to perform the duties herein re- 
quired, he may be proceeded against in the proper 
court, in the manner provided in the fourth sec- 
tion of this act. a 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, Thatin cases 
where the allowance of the half monthly pay, 
which may now be granted by law to officers, 
seamen, and marines, disabled in the service of 
the United States, shall, in the opinion of the 
commissioners of the navy pension fund, from the 
nature and extent of the disability, and the situa- 
tion of the party disabled, be inadequate to his 
necessary subsistence, the said commissioners shall 
be, and hereby are, authorized, in their discretion, 
to increase such allowance to any sum not ex- 
ceeding the full amount of the monthly pay to 
which the party so disabled was by law entitled 
in the said service. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


An Act to enable the people of the Indiana Territory 
to form a constitution and State government, and 
for the admission of such State into the Union on 

` an equal footing with the original States. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the inhabitants of the 
Territory of Indiana be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to form for themselves a constitution 
and State government, and to assume such name 
as they shall deem proper; and the said State, 
when formed, shall be admitted into the Union 
upon the same footing with the original States, 
in all respects whatever. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said State shall consist of all the territory included 
within the following boundaries, to wit: bounded 
on the east by the meridian line which forms the 
western boundary of the State of Ohio; on the 
south by the river Ohio, from the mouth of the 
Great Miami river to the mouth of the river Wa- 
bash; on the west by a line drawn along the 
middle of the Wabash from its mouth, to a point 
where a dae north line, drawn from the town of 
Vincennes, would last touch the northwestern 
shore of the said river; and from thence, by a due 
north line, until the same shall intersect an east 
and west line, drawn through a point ten miles 
north of the sguthern extreme of Lake Michigan; 
on the north by the said east and west line, until 
the same shall intersect the first mentioned merid- 
ian line which forms the western boundary of the 
State of Ohio: Provided, That the convention 
hereinafter provided for, when formed, shall rat- 
ify the boundaries aforesaid, otherwise they shall 
be and remain as now prescribed by the ordinance 
for the government of the territory northwest of 
the river Onio: Provided, also, ‘That the said 
State shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the 
river Wabash, with the State to be formed west 
thereof, so far as the said river shall form a com- 
mon boundary to both. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
male citizens of the United States, who shall have 


arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and re- 
sided within the said Territory at least one year 
previous to the day of the election, and shall have 
paid a county or territorial tax; and all persons 
having in other respects the legal qualifications 
to vote for representatives in the General As- 
sembly of the said Territory, be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to choose representatives to 
form a convention, who shal! be apportioned 
amongst the several counties within the said 
Territory, according to the apportionment made 
by the Legislature thereof at their last session, to 
wit: from the county of Wayne, four represent- 
atives; from the county of Franklin, five repre- 
sentatives; from the county of Dearborn, three 
representatives; from the county of Switzerland, 
one representative; from the county of Jefferson, 
three representatives; from the county of Clark, 
five representatives; from the county of Harri- 
son, five representatives; from the county of 
Washington, five representatives; from the coun- 
ty of Knox, five representatives; from the county 
of Gibson, four representatives; from the county 
of Posey, one representative; from the county of 
Warrick, one representative ; and from the county 
of Perry, one representative. And the election 
for the representatives aforesaid shall be holden 
on the second Monday of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, throughout the seve- 
ral counties in the said Territory, and shall be 
conducted in the same manner, and under the 
same penalties, as prescribed by the laws of said 
Territory, regulating elections therein for mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
members of the convention thus duly elected be, 
and they are hereby, authorized to meet at the 
seat of the government of the said Territory, on 
the second Monday of June next; which conven- 
tion, when met, shall first determine, by a major- 
ity of the whole number elected, whether it be or 
be not expedient, at that time, to form a consti- 
tution and State government for the people 
within the said Territory ; and, if it be determined 
to be expedient, the convention shall be, and here- 
by are, authorized to form a constitution and 
State government; or, if it be deemed more ex- 
pedient, the said convention shall provide by or- 
dinance for electing representatives tv form a 
constitution or frame of government; which said 
representatives shall be chosen in such manner, 
and in such proportion, and shall meet at such 
time and place as shall be prescribed by the said 
ordinance, and shall then form, for the people of 
said Territory, a constitution and State govern- 
ment: Provided, That the same, whenever form- 
ed, shall be republican, and not repugnant to those 
articles of the ordinance of the thirteenth of July, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
which are declared to be irrevocable between the 
original States and the people and States of the 
Territory northwest of the river Ohio; excepting 
so much of said articles as relate to the bounda- 
ries of the States therein to be formed. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, until 
the next general census shall be taken, the said 
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State shall be entitled to one representative in 
the House of Representatives of the United 
States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
following propositions be, and the same are here- 
by, offered to the convention of the said Terri- 
tory of Indiana, when formed, for their free ac- 
ceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the 
convention, shall be obligatory upon the United | 
States. 

First. That the section numbered sixteen in 
every township, and, when such section has been 
sold, granted, or disposed of, other lands equiva- 
Jent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, 
shall be granted to the inhabitants of such town- 
ship, for the use of schools. 

Second. That all salt springs within the said 
Territory, and the lands reserved for the use of 
the same, together with such other lands as may, 
by the President of the United States, be deemed 
necessary and proper for working the said salt 
spring-, not exceeding, in the whole, the quantity 
contained in thirty-six entire sections shall be 
granted to the said State, for the use of the peo- 
ple of the said State, the same to be used under 
such terms, conditions, and regulations, as the Le- 
gislature of the said State shall direct; provided 
the said Legislature shall never sell nor lease the 
same fora longer period than ten years at any 
one time. 

Third. That five per cent. of the net proceeds 
of the lands lying within the said Territory, and 
which shall be sold by Congress from and after 
the first day of December next, after deducting 
all expenses incident to the same, shall be re- 
served for making public roads and canals, of 
which three-fifths shall be applied to those ob- 
jects within the said State, under the direction of 
the Legislature thereof, and two-fifths to the mak- 
ing of a road or roads leading to the said State, 
under the direction of Congress. 

Fourth. ‘That one entire township, which shall 
be designated by the President of the United 
States, in addition to the one heretofore reserved 
for that purpose, shall be reserved for the use of 
a seminary of learning, and vested in the Juegis- 
lature of the said State, to be appropriated solely 
to the use of such seminary by the said Legis- 
lature. 

Fifth. That four sections of land be, and the 
same are hereby, granted to the said State, for į 
the purpose of fixing their seat of government 
thereon; which four sections shall, under the di- 
rection of the Legislature of said State, be located, 
at any time, in such township and range as the 
Legislature aforesaid may select, on such lands as 
may hereafter be acquired by the United States 
from the Indian tribes within the said Territory: 
Provided, That such Jocations shall be made prior 
to the public sales of the lands of the United 
States surrounding such location: And provided 
always, That the five foregoing propositions here- 
in offered, are on the condition that the conven- 
tion of the said State shall provide, by an ordi- 
nance irrevocable, without the cousent of the 
United States, that every and each tract of land 


sold by the United States, from and after the first 
day of December next, shall be and remain ex- 
empt from any tax laid by order, or under any 
authority of the State, whether for State, county, 
or township, or any other purpose whatever, for 
the term of five years, from and after the day of 
sale. í 


Approved, April 19, 1816. 


An Act to abolish the existing duties on spirits dis- 
tilled within the United States, and to lay other 
duties, in lieu of those at present imposed, on li- 
censes to distillers of spirituous liquors. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the 
thirtieth day of June next, the act entitled “An 
act to provide additional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government, and maintaining the 
public credit, by laying duties on spirits distilled 
within the United States and Territories thereof, 
and by amending the act laying duties on licenses 
to distillers of spirituous liquors, passed the twen- 
ty-first day of December, one thousand eight han- 
dred and fourteen, shall cease and determine, ex- 
cepting in so much as the same is applicable to 
the duty payable for licenses for stills or boilers 
granted previously to the first day of July next: 
Provided, That the provisions of the aforesaid 
act shall remain in full force and virtue, so far as 
the same may relate to the rendering of accounts 
of spirits distilled previous to the first day of July 
next, and to the collection and recovery of all du- 
ties laid by the said act, that may have accrued 
previous thereto, and which shall then remain 
outstanding, and for the recovery, distribution, 
and remission of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
which may be incurred ia relation to the said 
duties, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person who, after the thirtieth day of June next, 
shall be the owner of any still or stills, or other 
implements in lieu of stills, used for the purpose 
of distilling spirituous liquors, or who shall have 
such still or stills, or implements as aforesaid un- 
der his superintendence, either as agent for the 
owner or on his own account, and for which a 
license extending beyond said day shall not have 
been previously obtained, and every persou who, 
having such license, shall, after its expiration, use 
or intend to use any still or stills, or implements 
as aforesaid, either as owner, agent, or otherwise, 
shall, before he shall so begin to use such still or 
stills, or other implements in lieu thereof, for the 
purpose of distilling spirituous liquors, apply for 
and obtain from the collector appointed by virtue 
of the act, entitled “An act for the assessment and 
collection of direct taxes and internal duties,” for 
the collection district in which such person re- 
sides, (or to the deputy of such collector duly au- 
thorized,) a license for using the said still or stills, 
or other implements as aforesaid; which licenses 
respectively shall be granted at the option of the 
proprietor or possessor of such still or stills, for 
any or either of the terms mentioned in this act, 
upon the payment in money, by such proprietor or 
possessor, of the duties payable on the said license 
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or licenses, according to the provisions of this act, 
if the said duty upon such still or stills, or other 
implements, when added together, if there be more 
than one still or other implement for distilling 
spirits, shall not exceed twenty dollars; and if 
they shall exceed twenty dollars, on such propri- 
etor or possessor executing and delivering to the 


collector, or to his deputy as aforesaid, a bond | 


with two or more sureties, to the satisfaction of 


such colleetor or deputy. conditioned for the pay- | 


ment of said duties at the end of twelve months 
after the expiration of the term for which such 
license or licenses respectively shall have been 
granted. And the said bond shall be taken in the 
name of the United States of America, and in 
such form as shall be prescribed by the Treasury 
Department. And if any person shall, after the 
said thirtieth day of June next, use or cause to 
be used any still or stills, or other implements as 
aforesaid, in distilling spirituous liquors ; or shall 
be the owner of, or have under his superintend- 
ence, either as agent or otherwise, any still or 
stills, or other implements as aforesaid, which 
shall after the said day have been used as afore- 
said, without having a license therefor as afore- 
said, continuing in force for the whole time dur- 
ing which the said still or stills, or implements as 
aforesaid shall have been thus used, or who shall 
keep, during any period for which a license has 
been granted to such person, any still or boiler, or 
other implement liable to duty in their fixtures, in 
a situation for use, without having first obtained 
a license for the same, agreeably to the provisions 
of this act, every such person shall forfeitand pay 
the sum of one hundred dollars, together with 
double the amount of duties which would have 
been payable for the term during which such still 
or stills, or implements as aforesaid, shall be thus 
used, or kept in a situation for use as aforesaid, 
had the said still or stills, or implements aforesaid, 
been entered according to the provisions of this 
act; to be recovered with costs of suit. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any 
person shall keep in or about his distillery any 
beer or other liquor, prepared from grain, for the 
purpose of distillation, for more than eight days, 
during any time for which such person shali not 
have obtained a license for distillation, he shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars 
for every such offence. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
licenses aforesaid shall and may be granted for 
and during the following terms or periods, and on 
the securing of payment, as aforesaid, of the du- 
ties undermentioned, namely: 

For a still or stills employed in distilling spir- 
its from domestic materials, for a license for the 
employment thereof, for and during the term of 
one week, four and a half cents for each gallon 
of the capacity of every such still, including the 
head thereof; for a license for and during the 
term of two weeks, nine cents for each gallon of 
its capacity as aforesaid ; for a license for and 
during the term of one month, eightcen cents for 
each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a li- 
cense for and during the term of two months, 


employed for the purpose of 


thirty-six cents for each gallon of its capacity as 
aforesaid ; for a license for and during the term 
of three months, fifty-four cents for each gallon 
of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a license for and 
during the term of four months, seventy-two 
cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; 
for a license for five months, ninety cents for 
each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a li- 
cense for and during the term of six months, one 
hundred and eight cents for each gallon of its ca- 
pacity as aforesaid; for a license for one year, 
two hundred and sixteen cents for each gallon of 


its capacity as aforesaid: Provided, That there 
shall be paid upon each still employed wholly in 
the distillation of roots, but one-half the rates of 
duties abovementioned, according to the capacity 
of such still. 


For a still or stills employed in distilling spirits 


from foreign materials, for a license for the em- 
ployment thereof for and during the term of one 


month, twenty-three cents for each gallon of the 


capacity of every such still, including the head 


thereof; for a license for and during the term of 


two months, forty-six cents for each gallon of its 


capacity as aforesaid; for a license for and 


during the term of three months, sixty-eight 
cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid; 
for a license for and during the term of four 
months, ninety cents for each gallon of its capa- 
city as aforesaid ; fora license forand during the 


term of six months, one hundred and thirty-five 


cents for each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; 
for a license for and during the term of eight 


months, one hundred and eighty cents for each 


gallon of its capacity as aforesaid ; for a license 
for one year, two hundred and seventy cents for 
each gallon of its capacity as aforesaid. 


And for every boiler, however constructed, 
generating steam in 
those distilleries where wooden or other vessels 
are used instead of metal stills, and the action of 
steam is substituted for the immediate applica- 
tion of fire to the materials from which the spir- 
ituous liquors are distilled, for a license for the 
employment thereof, double the amount on each 
gallon of the capacity of the said boiler, including 
the head thereof, which would be payable for the 
said license, if granted for the same term, and for 
the employment on the same materials of a still 
or stills to the contents of which, being the mate- 
rials from whence the spirituous liquors are 
drawn, an immediate application of fire, during 
the process of distillation, is made. 

Suc.5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the collectors, within their respect- 
ive districts, to grant licenses for distilling, which 
licenses shall be marked with a mark denoting 
the rate of duty thereupon, and shall be signed 
by the commissioner of the revenue, and being 
countersigned hy the collector, who shall issue 
the same, or cause the same to be issued, shall be 
granted to any person who shall desire the same, 
upon application ia writing, and upon payment, 
or securing of payment as aforesaid, of the sum 
or duty payable by this act, upon each license 
requested. 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
application, in writing, to be made by any person 
applying for a license for distilling as aforesaid, 
shall state the place or places of distilling, the 
number and contents of the still or stills, boiler 
or boilers, and whether intended to distil spirit- 
uous liquors from foreign or domestic materials. 
And no person having obtained a license in one 
collection district shall be required to take out an 
additional license in another district for the same 
still within the period of the first license. And | 
every person making a false statement in either 
of the said particulars, or who shall distil spirit- 
uous liquors from materials other than those 
stated in the application aforesaid, as well as the 
owner or superintendent of any distillery, still or 
stills, with respect to which such false statement 
shall have been made, or which shall be thus 
unlawfully employed, shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, to be recov- 
ered with costs of suit, 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
such collector, or his deputy duly authorized 
under his hand and seal, shall be authorized to 
enter, at any time, any distillery, or place where 
any still, boiler, or other vessel used in distilla- 
tion are kept or used within his collection dis- 
trict, for the purpose of inspecting, examining, or 
measuring the same, and the other vessels therein, 
And every owner of such distillery, stills, or boil- 
ers, or other vessels, or person having the care, 
superintendence, or management of the same, 
who shall refuse to admit such officer as afore- 
said, or to suffer him to inspect, examine, or 
measure the same, shall, for every such refusal, 
forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dollars. © 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, in 
cases in which a license for stills or boilers may 
have been granted for their employment, accord- 
ing to the present rates of duty, fur a period ex- 
tending beyond the thirteenth day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen, the person | 
to whom the same may have been granted or 
transferred shall, on or before the said day, pay, 
or secure the payment, in manner aforesaid, of a 
sum equal to such proportion of the additional 
duty hereby imposed on licenses for stills and 
boilers as said period bears to that for which the 
said license was granted; the payment of which 
sum shall be endorsed by the collector on said 
license. And if any still or boiler shall, after the | 
said thirteenth day of Juue, be employed in dis- 
tilling spirituous liquors without the additional 
duty having been previously paid or secured as 
aforesaid, the owner, agent, or superintendent 
thereof shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hun- 
dred dollars, together with double the amount of 
the said additional duties. l 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all the | 
provisions of this act shall be deemed to apply to 
any still or boiler, or other vessel, used in disulla- 


spirits from foreign materials, shall authorize the 
distilling spirits from domestic materials also. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That a de- 
duction at the rate of eight per centum shall be 
made for the duty payable for a license to distil 
spirituous liquors, on the payment thereof at the 
time of obtaining the same, whether the same 
be payable on a credit or not, according to the 
provisions of this act. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That, in 
fature, it shall be lawful for the distiller or dis- 
tillers of domestic spirits, and all persons from 
whose materials such spirits shall be distilled, to 
sell without a license, by retail, any quantity 
thereof, not less than one gallon. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the 
several provisions of “An act making further 
provision for the collection of internal duties, 
and for the appointiwent and compensation of as- 
sessors,” passed on the second day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, shall, and 
are, hereby declared to apply in full force to the 
duties laid by, and to be collected under, this act, 
the same as if such duties and this act were re- 
cognised therein; which said duties shall be col- 
lected by the same collectors, in the same man- 
ner, for the same commissions, and under the 
same directions, as are thereby established in re- 
lation to the other internal duties: and all the 
obligations, duties, and penalties, thereby imposed 
upon collectors, are hereby imposed upon the 
collectors of the duties laid by this act. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be the duty of the collectors aforesaid, in 
their respective districts, and they are hereby au- 


| thorized to collect the duties imposed by this act, 


and to prosecute for the recovery of the same, 
and for the recovery of any sum or sums which 
may be forfeited by virtue of this act. And all 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures, which shall be 
incurred by force of this act, shall and may be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the United 
States by bill, plaint, information, or action of 


debt, one moiety thereof to the use of the United 
States, and the other moiety thereof to the use of 
the person who, if a collector, shall first discover, 
if other than a collector, shall fir-t inform of the 
cause, matter, or thing, whereby any such fine, 
penalty, or forfeiture, shall have been incurred, 
| uo 
penalty, or forfeiture, may be incurred, cannot be 
established without the testimony of such collector 
or other informant, in which case the whole of 
such fine, penalty, or forfeiture, shall te to the 
use of the United Siates. 


less the breach of this act, for which such fine, 


Approved, April 19, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of the Baltimore and Massachu- 


setts Bible Societies. 
Be it enacted, §&c., That all the duties due and 


tion, which shall be employed in the rectification | payable to the United States, on a set of stereo- 


ef spirituous liquors. 


type plates, owned by the Baltimore Bible Society, 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That any | imported from London to Philadelphia, in the 


license heretofore or hereafter granted for em- 
ploying a still, boiler, or other vessel, in distilling | 


year one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, on 
board the ship Blectra; and from London to Bal- 
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the Massachusetts Bible Society, for a drawback 
of duties upon an invoice of bibles exported from 
the port of Boston, on board the brigantine Pan- 
ther, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen: Provided however, That the said Society 
shall produce satisfactory evidence to the said 
Comptroller, as the law directs, that the invoice 
aforesaid has been landed in some foreign port or 
place. 
Approved, April 20, 1816. 


An Act, further supplementary to the act, entitled 
“An act providing for the indemnification of certain 
claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory. 


Be it enacted, §c., That every person or per- 

sons claiming publie lands in the Mississippi 
Territory, under the act or pretended act of the 
State of Georgia, passed January the seventh, 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, who 
have not duly released their claims to the United 
States, so as to entitle them to the indemnifica- 
tion provided by the act of Congress, passed the 
thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, entitled “An act providing 
for the indemnification of certain claimants of 
public lands in the Mississippi Territory,” and 
the acts supplementary thereto, shall be allowed 
further time to execute and file with the com- 
missioners appointed to decide on such claims, 
good and sufficient legal releases of their claim, 
as by said acts are required, until the first Mon- 
day of March next. And the commissioners afore- 
said are hereby authorized and empowered to de- 
cide on such claims, and to adjudge to every such 
claimant or claimants the proportion of indemni- 
fication to which he or they may be respectively 
entitled. 

Sesc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioners aforesaid shall be, and they are 
hereby authorized, in all cases where they shall 
direct suits to be commenced for the recovery of 
money fraudulently withdrawn from the treasury 
of Georgia, to transmit to the counsel or attorney 
appointed to institute and conduct such suits or 
prosecutions, all original papers or documents in 
their possession, that may furnish evidence to 
sustain the same. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed and paid, out of the Treasury of 
the United States, to each of the said commis- 
sioners and their secretary, the further sum of one 
thousand dollars, as a compensation for the addi- 
tional services required by this act. 

Approved, April 20, 1816. 


An Act concerning field officers of the Militia. 


Be it enacted, §&c., That, from and after the 
first day of May next, instead of one lieutenant 
colonel commandant te each regiment, and one 


major to each batalion of the militia, as is pro- 
vided by the act entitled “An act more effectually 
to provide for the national defence, by establish- 
ing a uniform militia throughout the United 
States,” approved May the eighth, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-two, there shall be one 
colonel, one lieutenant colonel, and one major to 
each regiment of the militia, consisting of two 
battalions. Where there shall be only one bat- 
talion, it shall be commanded by a major. Pro- 


vided, That nothing contained herein shall be 
construed to annul any commission in the militia 
which may be in force, as granted by the author- 
ity of any State or Territory, in pursuance of the 
act herein recited, and bearing date prior to the 
said first day of May next. 


Approved, April 20, 1816. 


An Act respecting the late officers and crew of the 


sloop-of-war Wasp. 
Whereas, there is reason to apprehend that the 


sloop-of-war Wasp, an armed ship of the United 


States, and lately commanded by Captain Johnston 


Blakely, is lost: 


Be it enacted, &c., That there be allowed and 


paid to the representatives of Captain Johnston 
Blakely, and of each of the officers and crew 
aforesaid, as is hereinafter directed, twelve months 


wages; and that there be paid to the aforesaid 


representatives, and to the survivors of said offi- 


cers and crew, if such there be, the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars, to be distributed as prize money 
for the capture and destruction, by said sloop-of- 
war, of the British armed vessels Reindeer and 
Avon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
distribution of said wages and compensation shall 
be as follows, viz: one-third to the widow, and 
two-third parts to the children of the deceased ; 
and in case there be nochild, the whole to the 
widow ; and if there be no widow, then to the 
child or children; and if there be neither widow 
nor child, then to the parent or parents; and if 
there be no parent, then to the brothers and sisters; 
and if there be neither brother nor sister,then such 
share or shares, not claimed as aforesaid, shall be 
and remain part of the navy pension fund; and the 
sums’aforesaid shall be paid out of any moneys 
in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated : 
Provided, That in all cases in which there shall 
be only one child, the widow shall have an equal 
share with the child. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized and required to appoint a prize agent, 
whose duty it shall be to disburse the moneys 
aforesaid, or to refund any balance thereof, under 
such rules or regulations as the said Secretary 
may prescribe; and that all moneys not claimed 
by virtue of this act, within two years from the 
day when said sums shall be put at the disposal 
of the said prize agent, shall be deemed and held 
a part of the navy pension fund. 

Approved, April 20, 1816. 
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An Act authorizing the President of the United States 
to lease the saline near the Wabash river, for a term 
not exceeding seven years. 

Be il enacted, &c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
lease the United States’ saline, near the Wabash 
river, for a term not exceeding seven years, from 
and afier the end of the present term, on such 
conditions as will insure the working the same 
most extensively, and most advantageously to 
the United States. 

Approved, April 24, 1816. 


An Act to increase the pensions of invalids in certain 
cases; for the relief of invalids in the militia; and 
for the appointment of pension agents in those 
States where there is no commissioner of loans. 

Be it enacted, §c., That all persons, of the 
ranks hereinafter named, who are now on the 
military pension roll of the United States, shall, 
from and after the passage of this act, be entitled 
to, and receive, for disabilities of the highest de- 
gree, the following sums, in lieu of those to which 
they are now entitled, to wit: a first lieutenant, 
seventeen dullars; a second lieutenant, fifteen 
dollars; a third lieutenant, fourteen dollars; an 
ensign, thirteen dollars; anda non-commissioned 
officer, musician or private, eight dollars per 
month ; and for disabilities of a degree less than 
the highest, a sum proportionably less. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 
persons of the aforesaid ranks, who may hereaf- 
ter be placed on the military pension roll of the 
United States, shall, according to their ranks and 
degrees of disabilities, be placed on at the afore- 
said rates of pensions in lieu of those heretofore 
established: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to lessen the pension 
of any person who, by special provision, is enti- 
tled to a higher pension than is herein provided. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
laws and regulations relating to the admission 
of the officers and soldiers of the regular army 
to be placed on the pension roll of the United 
States shall, and they are hereby declared to re- 
late equally to the officers and soldiers of the 
militia, whilst in the service of the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary for the Depurtment of War be, and he 
is hereby authorized and required to appoint some 
fit and proper person in those States and Terri- 
tories where there is no commissioner of loans, 
and also in the District of Maiue, to perform the 
duties in those States and Territories, and in said 
district, respectively, relating to pensions and 
pensioners, which are now required of said com- 
missioners in their respective States. 

Approved, April 24, 1816. 


An Act for organizing the General Staff, and mak- 
ing further provision for the Army of the United 
States 
Be it enacted, $c., That in addition to the act 

providing for a Military Peace Establishment, 

the provisions of the act of March third, one 


thousand eight hundred and thirteen, for the bet- 
ter organization of the general staff be, and the 
same are hereby, so far established, that the gen- 
eral staff shall in future consist of one adjutant 
and inspector general of the army, and one adju- 
tant general, one inspector general, three topo- 
graphical engineers, and one quartermaster gen- 
eral, with one depuly quartermaster general toa 
division; and an assistant of each to every bri- 
gade, which shall supersede the brigade quarter- 
masters and inspectors now existing; and the 
apothecary general, as heretofore authorized, be 
allowed two assistant apothecaries. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
medical staff shall be so extended, that there 
shall be four hospital surgeons, and eight hospital 
surgeon’s mates to each division, with as many 
post surgeons as the service may require, not ex- 
ceeding twelve to each division, who shall re- 
ceive the same pay and emoluments as hospital 
surgeon’s mates; and that there be three judge- | 
advocates to each division, and one chaplain to 
each brigade of the army, who shall receive the 
pay and emoluments of major, as heretofore 
allowed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
pay department shall consist of one paymaster 
general of the army, with the annual salary of 
two thousand five hundred dollars, and that in 
addition to regimental paymasters, there be ap- 
pointed one paymaster to each battalion of the 
corps of artillery, who, as well as the regimental 
paymasters, in addition to the regular and punc- 
tual payment of their respective regiments or 
corps, shall discharge the duties of district pay- 
masters within such district as shall from time 
to time be assigned them by the paymaster gen- 
eral, under the direction of the Secretary of War. 
Provided, That regimental and battalion pay mas- 
ters may be takea either from the subalterus of the 
army, or ciiizens, and appointed by the President 
of the United States: Provided also, That regi- 
mental and battalion paymasters shall receive the 
pay and emoluments of major, and shall each be 
allowed a capable non-commissioned officer as 
clerk, who, while so employed, shall receive dou- 
ble pay, and the actual expense of transportation 
while travelling under orders in the discharge of 
his duty. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the regimental and battalion pay- 
masters to pay all the regular troops; and to in- 
sure puoctuality and responsibility, correct reports 
shall be made to the paymaster general once in 
two months, showing the disposition of the funds 
previously transmitted, with accurate estimates 
for the next payment of such regiment, garrison, 
or department, as may have been assigned to 
each, and whenever any paymaster shall fail to 
transmit such estimate, or neglect to render his 
vouchers to the paymaster general for settlement 
of his accounts, more than six months after re- 
ceiving funds, he shall be recalled, and another 
appointed in his place. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That.the 
purchasing department shall consist of one com- 
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missary general of purchases, as heretofore au- the staff of the Army may be taken from the line 
thorized, with the annual salary of three thousand of the Army, or from citizens. 
dollars, and one deputy commissary to each divi- Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
sion, with the annual salary of two thousand ordnance department be continued as at present 
dollars, and six assistant commissaries of issues, organized under the act of February eighth, one 
with the annual salary of one thousand three} thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and that ord- 
hundred dollars, and as many military store-| nance officers be assigned to their duties with the 
keepers as the service may require, whose sala- staff of the Army, in the same manner as from the 
ries shall be regulated by the Secretary of War, corps of engineers. 
according to the duty they may perform: Pro-| Sec. 12. ‘And be it further enacted, That when 
vided, That the pay aud emoluments shall not forage is not drawn in kind by officers of the Army 
exceed that of a captain of infantry. entitled thereto, eight dollars per month for each 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all of-| horse, not exceeding the number authorized by 
ficers of the pay, commissary, and quartermastet’s | existing regulations, shall be allowed in leu 
department, shall, previous to their entering on thereof: Provided, That neither forage nor money 
the duties of their respective offices. give good | shall be drawn by officers, but for horses actually 
and sufficient bonds to the United States, fully | kept by them in service: Provided, also, That 
to account for all money and public property | none except company officers shall be allowed to 
which they may receive, in such sum as the Sec- take as servants or waiters soldiers of the Army, 
retary of War shall direct. And all paymasters, and that all officers be allowed, for each private 
commissaries, and storekeepers, shall be subject to ; servant actually kept in service, not exceeding 
the rules and articles of war, in the same manner | the number authorized by existing regulations, 
as commissioned officers: Provided also, That | the pay, rations, and clothing of a private soldier, 
all officers of the pay and commissary’s depart- | or money in lieu thereof, on a certificate setting 
ments be submitted to the Senate for their con- | forth the name and description of the servant or 
firmation, in the same manner as the officers of | servants, in the pay account: Provided, also, 
the army. That one additional ration be allowed to all sub- 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Pre- | altern officers of the Army. 
sident of the United States be, and he is hereby,; Approved, April 24, 1816. 
authorized to prescribe the quantity and kind of 
clothing to be issued annually to the troops of the | , 
United States: Provided, That whenever more! An Act concerning the entry of vessels at the ports of 
than the authorized quantity is required, the value Middletown and Plymouth. 
of the extra articles shall be deducted from the! Be it enacted, $c., That it shall be lawful to 
soldiers’ pay, and in like manner the soldiers shall make entry of foreign ships or vessels, and of car- 
receive pay, according to the annual estimated | goes which may be on board the same, and to 
value for such authorized articles of uniform as | unlade such cargoes respectively, or any part 
shall not have been issued to them in each year. | thereof, at the port of Middletown, in the State of 
Provided, also, That the manner of issuing and Connecticut, and at Plymouth, in the State of 
accounting for clothing shall be established in the | North Carolina, under the regulations in such 
general regulations of the War Department. cases by law provided. 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in all | Approved, April 24, 1816. 
cases where a soldier of the regular army shall | 
have been discharged from the service of the Uni- , a 
ted States, and clothing shall be due to said sol- An Act making appropriations for the petty of nis 
dier, it shall be the duty of the Paymaster General | Navy of the United States for the year one thousan 
to cause the same to be paid for, according to the eight hundred and sixteen. 
price paid in the seventh section of this act. | Beit enacted, $C., That, for defraying the ex- 
Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the sev- | penses of the Navy for the year one thousand eight 
eral officers of the staff shall respectively receive | hundred and sixteen, the following sums be, and 
the pay and emoluments, and retain all the privi- | they are hereby, respectively appropriated, that is 
leges secured to the staff of the Army, by the act | to say: x 
of March third, one thousand eight hundred and For pay and subsistence of the officers, and pay 
thirteen, and not incompatible with the provisions | of the seamen, one million one hundred and forty- 
of this act; and that the regulations in force be- j| two thousand and filteen dollars. f 
fore the reduction of the Army be recognised, as For provisions, three hundred and fifty-six thou- 
far as the same shall be fuund applicable to the | sand eight hundred and seventy dollars. 
service, subject however to such alterations as the For medicine, hospital stores, and all expenses 
Secretary of War may adopt, with the approba- | on account of the sick, including those of the ma- 
tion of the President. | rine corps, twenty-five thousand dollars. 
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the; For repairs of vessels three hundred thousand 
officers of the staff, provisionally retained by the | dollars. f fe, 
President, and in this act enumerated and made For ordnance, ammunition, and military stores, 
permanent, be recognised in service under this act, | two hundred and ten thousand dollars. 
and that the garrison surgeons and mates be here- For navy yards, docks, and wharves, four hun- 
after considered as post surgeons; and hereafter | dred and filty thousand dollars. 


1855 


APPENDIX. 


1856 


Public Acts of Congress. 


For contingent expenses, including freight, 
transportation, and recruiting expenses, three hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

For pay and subsistence of the marine corps, 
one hundred and forty-one thousand, one hundred 
and seventy-two dollars. 

For clothing for the same, thirty-four thousand 
one hundred and sixty-six dollars. 

For military stores for the same, one thousand 
one hundred and eighty-eight dollars. 

For contingent expenses for the same, fourteen 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sev- 
eral appropriations, hereinbefore made, shall be 
paid out of moneys inthe Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved, April 24, 1816. 


An Act for the more convenient arrangement of the 
times and places of holding the Circuit Courts of the 
United States, for the districts of South Carolina 
and Georgia. 


Be it enacted, §-c.. That, from and after the first 
day of June next, the circuit courts in and for the 
sixth circuit of the United States shall be held 
at the following times and places, and no others; 
that is to say, for the district of Georgia, at Sa- 
vannah, on the fourteenth day of December, in 
every year, and at Milledgeville, on the sixth day 
of May in every year; for the district of South 
Carolina, at Charleston, on the twentieth day of 
November in every year, and at Columbia on the 
twentieth day of April in every year; and the 
cireuit courts for the said districts respectively, 
or the circuit judge of the said sixth circuit is 
authorized and required to make all such rules 
and orders as may be necessary to carry into ef- 
fect the change in time and place of holding the 
said courts, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act. 

Approved, April 24, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of certain purchasers of public 
lands in the Mississippi Territory. 


Be it enacted, ¢c., That every person who, 
since the first day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven,and prior totheeighteenthday 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
had purchased any act or tracts of public land 
in the Mississippi Territory, not exceeding in the 
whole six hundred and forty acres, unless the 
tract purchased bea fractional section or sections, 
or fractional sections classed with an entire see- 
tion, and whose lands have not already been ac- 
tually sold or reverted to the United States for 
non-payment of part of the purchase money, shall 
be allowed the further time of two yearsand eight 
months from and after the expiration of the pres- 
ent period already given by law for completing 
the payment of the said purchase money ; which 
further term of two years and eight months shall 
be allowed only on the condition, that all arrears 
of interest on the purchase money shall have been 
paid on or before the time shall have expired for 


completing the payment of the purchase Money: 
Provided, That in all cases in which the time for 
completing the payment of the purchase money 
may have expired, or shali expire, before the first 
day of July next, the interest may be paid on or 
before that day. But in case of failure in paying 
either the arrears, or the residue of principal with 
the accruing interest, as is herein provided, the 
tract of land shall forthwith be advertised and 
offered for sale, in the same manner, and on the 
same terms, as is directed by law in case of lands 
not paid for within the limited term, and shall 
revert in like manner, if the sum due, with inter- 
est, be not at such sale bidden and paid. And in 
cases where any tract or tracts of land in said 
Territory, not exceeding in the whole, six hundred 
and forty acres, unless the tract bea fractional 
section or sections, or fractional sections classed 
with an entire section have, since the first day of 
October last, reverted to the United States, for 
default of payment, the original purchaser may 
again enter the same tract or tracts at the price 
at which such tract or tracts were originally sold ; 
and all moneys which such original purchaser 
may have paid shall be replaced to his credit by 
the receiver of public moneys for the district in 
which the land may lie, and such re-purchasers 
shall be allowed the same benefits of the extension 
of the time of payment created by this act, as 
though no such reversion had occurred: Provided, 
That such original purchaser shall make to the 
proper officer such application for such re-entry 
as is required by law for the entry of lands on or 
before the first day of July next, and that the land 
so reverted shall not have then been previously 
resold. 


Approved, April 24, 1816. 


An Act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act 
granting bounties in lands and extra pay to certain 
Canadian volunteers.” 


Be it enacted, §c., That instead of the Treasu- 
rer of the United States, as-is prescribed by the 
third section of the act to which this is a supple- 
ment, the Paymaster of the Army of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to pay to each of the persons described in 
the act above recited, according to the provisions 
thereof, three months’ pay in addition to that to 
which they may have been previously entitled, 
according to the rank they respectively held in 
the Army of the United States during the late 
war. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act declaring the assent of Congress to an act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Virginia. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the assent of Congress 
is hereby given and declared toan act of the Gen- 
ercl Assembly of Virginia, entitled “An act in- 
corporating a company for the purpose of improv- 
ing the navigation of James river from Warwick 
to Rockett’s landing,” which act was passed on 
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.An Act supplementary to the act to provide additional 

revenues for defraying the expenses of Government 

and maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct 

tax upon the United States, and to provide for as-, 
sessing and collecting the same. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, in regard to the direct 
tax imposed by the act of Congress, passed the 
"fifth of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, and to any other direct tax that may be 
hereafter imposed, the enumerations, valuations, 
‘and assessments first made, or to be made, in 
-virtue of the “Act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of Government and. 
“maintaining the public credit, by laying a direct 
‘tax upon the United States, and to provide far 
assessing and collecting the same,” passed the. 
ninth of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, shall remain unchanged, except inso- 
-much as the respective amounts of tax may be 
affected by the augmentation or diminution of the 
‘aggregate tax laid, or to be laid, and the property 
so enumerated, valued, and assessed, shall con- 
tinue liable, with such qualification, to the taxes 
so assessed, subject only to the changes herein- 
after provided for, and to those that may arise 
from the correction of errors, as authorized by the 
last recited act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
changes to be made in the said enumerations, 
valuations, and assessments, and in the subsequent 
revisions thereof, shall be relative to the first day, 
of June in the present year, and in every subse- 
quent year in which a direct tax may be imposed, 
shall be effected by the principal assessors, with- 
out the employment of assistant assessors, and 
shall extend to the supplying omissions of asses- 
sable property, to the transfers of real estate and 
slaves, to the changes of residents and non-resi- 
dents, to the burning or destruction of houses or 
other fixed improvements of real estate, to the 
exemption of .property that may have ceased to 
be assessable, and to the assessment of property 


the twenty-second day of February, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 
Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act rewarding the officers and crew of the Consti- 
tution, for the capture of the British sloop-of-war 
Levant. 

Be it enacted, #c., That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is, authorized to 
have distributed as prize money, to Captain Chas. 
Stewart, late of the frigate Constitution, his offi- 
cers and crew, the sum of twenty-five thousand 
dollars, for the capture of the British sloop-of- war 
Levant; and that the sum of twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated for the purpose aforesaid. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the payment of a sum of money 
to John ‘I’, Courtnay and Samuel Harrison, or their 
legal representatives. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be,and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to pay to John T. Courtnay and Samuel 
Harrison, citizens of Virginia, or if either of both of 
them be dead, then totheir legal representatives, the 
sum of three hundred and seventy-five dollars, to 
be equally divided between them; which sum is 
paid them in consequence of their exertions in 
saving from being destroyed by fire, the gunboat 
schooner Asp, belonging to the United States, 
when she was set on fire and left burning by the 
enemy, after having been taken by them in an 
action in the month of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen. in the river Potomac. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act, establishing a port of delivery at the town of 
the Bayou St. John. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the town of the Bayou 
St. John, in the State of Louisiana, shall be a port 
of-delivery ; that a surveyor shall be appointed to 
reside at said port; that all ships and vessels 
bound to said port shall, after proceeding thereto, 
and making report and entry, at the port of New 
Orleans, within the time limited by law, be per- 
mitted to unlade their cargoes at the said town 
of the Bayou St. John, or at the basin of the 
canal of Carondolet, adjoining the city of New 
hee under the rules and regulations prescribed 

y law. 

gee. 2. And beit further enacted, That so much 
of the sixth section of the act of Congress, passed 
on the twenty-fourth day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and four, entitled “An act for 
laying and collecting duties on imports and ton- 
nage, within the territories ceded to the United 
States by the treaty of the thirtieth of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and three, between the 


United States and the French Republic, and for 


other purposes,” as is contrary to this act, is here- 
by repealed. 
Approved, April 26, 1816. 
14th Con. 1st Sess.—59 


that may have ceased to be exempted from asses- 
ment, to such other cases as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may find it accessary in the furtherance 
of justice specially to authorize, and to the birth 
or death of siaves, or their running away, or 
otherwise becoming useless: Provided, That 
changes in the last case shall be solely where the 
tax standing chargeable to any person for slaves 
would be diminished by the valuation on the said 
first day of June of all those then owned by such 
person, excepting those obtained by transfer, in 
which case the reduction in the valuation shall 
be equal to the difference between the amount of 
the original and existing valuation. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That it shall 
be the duly of each of the principal assessors, 
within fifteen days from the first of June, to at- 
tend in person, or in case of his sickness, by a 
deputy to be appointed by him, at six several 
places within his district most convenient to the 
inhabitants, the court-houses being of the number, 
except where they exceed six, and then at each 
court-house within the district, for one full day 
at each place, for the purpose of receiving any in- 
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formation as to the changes as aforesaid, which 
may have taken place since the preceding assess- 
ment or revision, which information shall be 
given in writing under the signature of the person 
whose tax may be affected thereby ; of which at- 
tendance, and the object thereof, the said princi- 
pal assessor shall, on or before the fifteenth day of 
May preceding, cause notice to be given, which 
notice shall be inserted three times weekly in all 
the newspapers published within his district, and 
in handbills, to be posted up at all the court- 
bouses therein ; causing, at the same time and in 
the same mode, notice to be given that he will 
attend to hear appeals relative to any such 
changes at the times and places herein specified 
therefor. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each 
of the said principal assessors shall, within ten 
days after the said fifteen days, according to the 
information so received, or to any other informa- 
tion satisfactory to him, revise the general lists 
for his district, and note in a supplementary form 
such changes as shall appear to him to have oc- 
curred; and shall, within the said term of ten 
days, make outa distinct statement of each change, 
which shall include the name of the person so 
liable to tax, and the valuation of the property, 
and shall either cause the same to be delivered to 
such person, or to be put in the mail, addressed to 
him or her, and directed to the post office nearest 
to his or her abode, agrecably to the best inform- 
ation of the said principal assessor, with a notifi- 
cation of the times and places of hearing any 
appeals that may be made, as hereinafter pro- 
vided for: Provided, That no such notice need 
be given to persons not residing within the dis- 
trict. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the said principal assessor to attend 
at the several places aforesaid within his district, 
within fifteen days from the expiration of the ten 
days aforesaid, for at least one day at each court- 
house, for the purpose of receiving any appeals 
that may be made in writing as to the changes 
aforesaid, which changes shall be open to the in- 
spection of any person who may apply tc inspect 
the same. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That the 
changes aforesaid shall be made in the following 
manner, and according to the following princi- 
ples, in addition to those hereinbefore stated, that 
is to say: 

In all cases that relate to real estate, and to the 
transfer of slaves, other than is herein specially 
provided for, the rate at which the same were or 
would have been valued under the act aforesaid, 
passed the ninth of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, shall, as near as may be, be 
maintained ; excepting where a partial alicnation 
of real estate shall occur, in which case the ori- 
ginal tax shall be apportioned among the several 
parts according to their existing value. 

In al! other cases relative to slaves, the valua- 
tion shall be made according to their existing 
value. 

In cases in which real property shall have been 


once sold for taxes, and purchased on behalf of the 
United States, such property shall, notwithstand- 
ing, continue to be entered on the general lists, 
and the tax lists, in the name of the original pro- 
prietor, until the period allowed for the redemp- 
tion thereof shall have expired, after which, unless 
redeemed, it shall be stricken therefrom ; butafter 
being so purchased it shall not, while it remains 
unredeemed, be again sold for any other direct 
tax; and, during such period, the redemption 
thereof shall only be effected on the payment of 
all the taxes, additions, and charges due thereon, 
the same as if it still continued the property of 
the original owner, and as if it had been sold for 
each accruing tax; and the collectors shall, on 
rendering the proper accounts, be credited for the 
amount of taxes on property thus continuing un- 
redeemed. 

Any person becoming the owner of a slave by 
transfer to him from a district other than that in 
which he resides, shall, at the time and place pre- 
seribed by the third section of this act, furnish 
the principal assessor with a statement, specify- 
ing the sex and age of such slave, who shall be 
valued according to his or her existing value; and 
any such person who shall neglect to furnish a 
statement, shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceed- 
ing ten dollars; one half thereof for the use of the 
United States, and the other half for the use of 
the informer. And where a transfer of a slave 
shall be made by a person residing within one 
district to a person residing in another, which 
shall become known to the principal assessor of 
the former district, he shail forthwith advise, 
through the mail, the principal assessor of the 
latter district thereof, who shall, in case the state- 
ment aforesaid shall not have been rendered as 
aforesaid, institute a prosecution against the per- 
son to whom the transfer has been made tor the 
said penalty. 

In all cases the individual statements of changes 
shall be made out in such a manner as may be 
directed by the principal assessor, and shall, in 
their form, be as similar as practicable to the lists 
taken at the preceding assessment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That. for the 
purpose of insuring a correct execution of the ob- 
jects aforesaid, the principal assessors shall take 
and pursue all other lawful measures, by the ex- 
amination of records, the entry on the premises, 
or by any other satisfactory proof, which they 
shall consider necessary. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, within 
thirty days after the expiration of the time allot- 
ted as aforesaid to the hearing of appeals, it shall 
be the duty of the principal assessor in each dis- 
trict to revise, agreeably to his decision and the 
information he may possess, the enumerations 
and valuations aforesaid, correcting the same 
agrecably to the changes aforesaid, and to make 
out a complete corrected list of all the enumera- 
tions and valuations in his district, agreeable to 
the form prescribed by the act aforesaid, passed 
the ninth of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, which the said principal assessor shall 
sign and preserve among his official papers; and 
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further to make out and deliver to the collector, 
within the same time, agreeably to the twenty- 
first section of the said act, the tax lists therein 
designated, made to conform to such changes; 
whereupon the respective steps required by the 
provisions of the said act, not incompatible with 
those prescribed by this act, shall be pursued. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the thirty-ninth section of the act aforesaid, 
passed the ninth of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, as respects the time within 
which transfers and changes of property shall be 
ascertained, and the making out and delivery of 
the lists thereof, be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That in 
case any circumstance shall prevent a compliance, 
in point of time, with the foregoing provisions, 
the steps required shall nevertheless be taken 
thereafter; in which event the same notices shall 
be given, and the same terms of time be allotted 
to the performance of the several duties that 
would have been requisite had no such failure 
existed. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
duties aforesaid, required of the principal asses- 
sors, and the compensation for the performance 
thereof, shall be confined to those States which 
shall not have assumed the payment of the direct 
tax laid in any year, or, having assumed, shall not 
have duly paid the same. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That in 
default of the performance of the duties enjoined 
by this act on any principal assessor, he shall for- 
feit and pay, for the use of the United States, a 
sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the United 
States in any court having competent jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That all 
Jetters to and from the principal assessors, rela- 
tive to their official duties, shall be transmitted 
free of postage. And any principal assessor who 
shall put his frank on any other letter, shall for- 
feit and pay the sum of ten dollars, the whole of 
which shall be for the use of the person who 
shall give information thereof. 

Sec, 14. And be it further enacted, That in lieu 
of the compensations heretofore allowed to the 
principal assessors, they shall respectively re- 
ceive, for every year in which a direct tax shall 
be laid, a salary of two hundred dollars, and three 
dollars for every hundred taxable persons con- 
tained in the tax lists delivered to the collectors, 
together with an allowance for their necessary 
and reasonable charges for books and stationery 
used in the execution of their duties, which said 
duties shall be considered as embracing the cor- 
rection of errors, as authorized by law. And the 
President of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to augment, in cases where 
he shall deem it necessary, the foregoing com- 
pensations: Provided, That there shall not be 
allowed to any oue principal assessor, in any such 
year, more than two hundred dollars, in addition 
to his fixed compensation: And provided, That 


exceed in such year ten thousand dollars. And 
for the purpose of carrying this act into effect; 
there is hereby appropriated, in each year in 
which a direct tax shall be laid, a sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated: Provided, That any other existing appro- 
priation for the said purposes be, and the same 
Is hereby. repealed. 

Sec. 15. And be tt further enacted, That in 
lieu of the time now fixed by law for the com- 
mencement of the collection of the direct tax, it 
shall be in each district immediately subsequent 
to the day on which the tax lists shall be deliv- 
ered to the collector thereof. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, Thai in 
all cases in which a tax shall be charged tor 
slaves, the real estate of the person charged 
therewith may be sold therefor, in the same man- 
ner as for a tax due thereon; but no slaves sold 
for taxes shall be purchased on behalf of the 
United States. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury 
to assign to the commissioner of the revenue the 
duty of superintending the assessor's valuations 
and assessments, under the laws imposing a di- 
rect tax, as well as the collection of the tax, sub- 
ject to his directions and control, according to the 
powers vested in him by law. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the 
foregoing provisions shall apply to any direct tax 
imposed or to be imposed upon the District of 
Columbia, and shall be andremain in force, any- 
thing in any former act or acts to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec. 19. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, That the equalization and apportion- 
ment of the direct tax made in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifteen by the board of principal as- 
sessors for the State of Delaware, in virtue of the 
before recited act, entitled “An act to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses of 
Government and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for the assessing and collecting 
the same,” shall not be in force or have any effect 
as it relates to that State’s quota of the direct 
tax imposed by the act of Congress, passed the 
fifth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, or that shall be imposed by any sub- 
sequent act of Congress ; and it shall be the duty 
of the said board of principal assessors again to 
convene in general meeting on the first Monday 
in June next, at Dover, in the said State, and 
then and there diligentlyand carefully reconsider 
and re-examine the several lists of valuation for 
the direct tax for the said State, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and they 
shall have power to revise, alter, readjust, and 
equalize the several lists of valuation aforesaid 
for the counties of the said State respectively, by 
adding thereto or deducting therefrom such a 
rate per centum, as shall render the valuation of 
the said counties relatively equal according to 
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the present actual ready money value of the prop- 
erty assessed and contained in the said lists of 
valuation ; and shall thereupon apportion to each 
county in the said State a quota of the tax bear- 
ing the same proportion to the whole direct tax 
imposed on the State as the aggregate valuation 
of each county bears to the aggregate valuation 
of the State; and the valuation, equalization, and 
apportionment so made by the board of principal 
assessors aforesaid, shall be in full force and op- 
eration, and remain unchanged, subject only to 
the exceptions contained in the first section of 
this act; and the said board of principal assessors 
shall, within twenty days after their meeting, as 
hereinbefore directed, complete the said revision, 
equalization, and apportionment, and shall re- 
cord. the same, and in all respects, not herein 
otherwise directed, shall conform to the provi- 
sions contained in the act in this section first 
above recited. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of a company of the twentieth brig- 
ade of Virginia militia, commanded by Captain 
Jonathan Wamsly. 

Be it enacted, £c., That the accounting officers 
of the War Department be, and they are hereby, 
authorized and directed to audit and settle the 
claims of such of the commissioned officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of 
the Virginia militia, lately under the: command 
of Captain Jonathan Wamsly, while in the ser- 
vice of the United States, as served a tour of 
duty at Norfolk, and to allow them, in the settle- 
ment thereof, the amount of their pay while in 
the service of the United States, which was 
drawn in their behalf by the said Captain Wams- 
ly, after their discharge from service, and not 
paid over to them. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount of the said claims shall be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of the Supervisors of the county 
of Clinton, in the State of New York. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the commissioner to 
be appointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured or destroyed by the enemy while in the 
military service of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” passed April ninth, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to audit ‘and settle the 
claim of the supervisors of the county of Clinton, 
in the State of New York, for the destruction of 
the court-house of the said county, by order of 
General Alexander Macomb, by ascertaining, or 
causing to be ascertained, the value thereof, in 
the manner and form prescribed by the provi- 
sions of the aforesaid act. 

Sec.2, And be it further enacted, That the 
amount therecf, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid to the said supervisors for the benefit of the 


county of Clinton, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the payment of a sum of money 
to James Levins. 

Be it enacted, &c, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to pay, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, to James Levins, of South Carolina, 
or to his legal representative, which sum of five 
hundred dollars is paid to him as an evidence of 
the sense entertained by Congress of his valor 
and good conduct, in having recaptured, alone 
and unassisted, the schooner Santee, together 
with a midshipman and four seamen of the Bri- 
tish navy, which prisoners were delivered to the 
marshal of the district of South Carolina, and 
also as compensation for the prisoners so taken. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of the widow and children of 
Charles Dolph, deceased. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay 
to the widow of Charles Dolph, deceased, late of 
Saybrook, in the State of Connecticut, the sum 
of five hundred dollars, for the use of herself and 
the children of the said Dolph, (who was killed 
during the late war with Great Britain, in an 
engagement between a party of volunteers raised 
in said town of Saybrook, and the crew of a Bri- 
tish privateer called the Rover.) in consideration 
of the capture of five British prisoners on that 
occasion, which prisoners were delivered over to 
the marshal of the United States for the district 
of Connecticut. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the 
money herein granted be paid out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act to increase the compensations now allowed 
by law to Inspectors, Measurers, Weighers, and 
Gaugers, employed in the collection of the customs. 
Be it enacted, ¢c., That an addition of fifty per 

cent. upon the sums allowed as compensation to 

inspectors, or persons acting as occasional inspect- 
ors, employed in aid of the customs, and to the 
measurers, weighers, or gaugers, by the act, enti- 
ued “An act to establish the compensations of 
officers employed in the collection of the dutieson 
imposts and tonnage, and for other purposes,” 
passed on the second of March, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, be, and the same 
is hereby, allowed to the said inspectors, measur- 
ers, weighers, or gaugers, to be ascertained, certi- 
fied and paid, under the regulations preseribed in 
the abovementioned act. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of Young King, a chief of the 
Seneca tribe of Indians. 


Be it enacted, §-c., That the Secretary for the 
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Department of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and required, to cause to be paid to Young 
King, a chief of the Seneca tribe of Indians, quar- 
ter yearly, the sum of fifty dollars, amounting to 
the sum of two hundred dollars pet annum, dur- 
ing the term of his natural life, as a compen- 
sation for the brave and meritorious services 
which he rendered the United States in the late 
war with Great Britain, and as a provision for 
the wound and disability which he received in 
-the performance of those services. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said sum be paid out of any money in the Treas- 
‘ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


‘An Act authorizing the payment for the Court-House 
of Hamilton, in the State of Ohio. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the commissioner to 
be appointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in the 
military service of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” passed the ninth of April, one 

. thousand eight hundred and sixteen, be, and he 
_is hereby, authorized and directed to audit and 
settle the claim of the county of Hamilton, in the 
State of Ohio, for the destruction by fire of the 
county court-house while occupied by the troops 

- of the United States, by ascertaining, or causing 
to be ascertained, the value thereof, in the man- 
ner and form prescribed by the aforesaid act. 

- Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid to the proper authority, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of John Crosby and John Cros- 
by, junior. 

Beit enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Navy Department be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed to audit and settle 
the claim of John Crosby and John Crosby, ju- 
nior, on account of the destruction by fire of their 
store-house, goods, and wharf, in the town of 
Hampden, in the State of Massachusetts, and to 
allow them, in the settlement thercof, the value 
of the said property destroyed as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid to the said John Crosby and John Crosby, 
junior, out of any mouey in the ‘Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of the President and Directors 
of the Washington Bridge Company. 

Be it enacted, §-c., That the commissioner to 
be appointed by virtue of the act, entitled “An 
act to authorize the payment for property lost, 
captured, or destroyed by the enemy, while in 
the military service of the United States, and for 
other purposes,” passed April ninth, one thou- 


sand eight hundred and sixteen, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to audit and settle 
the claim of the president and directors of the 
Washington Bridge Company, for the injury 
done to the southwestern end of the said bridge 
by order of the Government, or any of its author- 
ized agents, in August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, by ascertaining, or causing to 
be ascertained, the value thereof, in the manner 
and form prescribed by the provisions of the afore- 
said act. 

Sec..2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid tothe said president and directors, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act making further provision for settling claims 
to land in the Territory of Illinois. 

Be tt enacted, £c.. That every person, and the 
legal representatives of every person, who, before 
the fifth day of February, one thousaad eight 
hundred and thirteen, settled on and improved 
any tract of land reserved for the use of schools 
or seminaries of learning, and who, had not the 
same been reserved, would have had the right of 
pre-emption within the tract of country set apart 
by the third section of the act of the sixteenth 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, entitled “An act confirming certain 
claims to land in the Illinois Territory, and pro- 
viding for their location,” to satisfy the unlocated 
claims to land in said Territory, shall be, and 
they hereby are, authorized and allowed, until the 
first day of October, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, to enter the same, for purchase, with 
the register and receiver of public moneys of the 
land office at Kaskaskia; and it shall be the duty 
of the register and receiver to enter the same for 
purchase, according to the provisions of this and 
the said recited act: Provided, That such person 
or persons shall not have entered, in right of pre- 
emption, other lands in lieu thereof, in virtue of 
the third section of an act to amend the afore- 
said act, passed the twenty-seventh day of Febru- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the 
register and receiver of public money shall have 
power, and they are hereby authorized, to select 
any other vacant and unappropriated lands within 
the tract set apart to satisly confirmed claims as 
aforesaid, in lieu of such of the lands formerly 
reserved for a seminary of learning, and for the 
support of schools, as have been appropriated in 
satisfaction of ancient grants or confirmed im- 
provement claims, or as shall be entered in right 
of pre-emption, according to the provisions of the 
preceding section of this act: Provided, That 
the Jands thus to be selected shall be taken as 
near adjacent to those in lieu of which they are 
selected as an equal quantity of land of like qual- 
ity can be obtained, and shall be reserved and ap- 
propriated for the same purpose, 

Sec. 3, And be if further enacted, That the 


1867 


SS ee Se 


APPENDIX. 
Public Acts of Congress. 


provisions of the second section of an act passed 
the twenty-seventh day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, respecting the 
setilers on the fractional sections and quarter sec- 
tions within the aforesaid reserved tract, shall ex- 
tend toall other settlerson the fractional sections 
or quarter sections within the Kaskaskia district. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all 
the claims filed in the name of the original claim- 
ants, or their heirs, not exceeding four hundred 
acres, contained in a list transmitted to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, by Michael 
Jones, register, and S. Bond, receiver of public 
moneys of the land office for the district of Kas- 
kaskia, bearing date the twenty-ninth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
be, and they hereby are, confirmed to the original 
claimants or their heirs: Provided, That the 
said claims, hereby confirmed, be, and they here- 
by are, deemed and taken to be unlocated claims, 
and they shall not in any wise defeat or interfere 
with locations made in virtue of other authorized 
claims on lands improved by the said claimants 
or others. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
claimants whose claims are confirmed by virtue 
of the fourth section of this act, and ail others 
lawfully holding confirmed unlocated claims for 
lands within the tract reserved by the before re- 
cited act of the sixteenth day of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, be allowed until 
the first day of October, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixteen, to register the same; and the 
said claims shall be receivable in payment for 

ublic lands within the said reserved tract, con- 
fosmatly with the provisions of the last above- 
mentioned act, and of the present act, any time 
prior to the first day of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That all 
persons, or their legal representatives, entitled to 
the right of pre-emption of lands within the 
boundary specified in the before-recited act of the 
sixteenth day of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, which lands have not been 
surveyed under the authority of the United States, 
shall be, and they hereby are, allowed a further 
time for making their entries with the register of 
the land office, until the lands upon which they 
have respectively settled and improved shall be 
surveyed by the United States, and until the ex- 
piration of six months next thereafter. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That every 
person, and the legal representative of every per- 
son, whose claim toa tract of land within the 
Illinois Territory is confirmed by this or any 
former act, and who has not previously obtained a 
patent for the same from the Governor either of 
the territory northwest of the Ohio, or of the In- 
diana Territory, shall, whenever his claim shall 
have been located and surveyed, be entitled to re- 
ceive from the register of the land office at Kas- 
Kaskia a certificate, stating that the claimant is 
entitled to receive a patent for such tract of land 
by virtue of this act, for which certificate the 
register shall receive one dollar; and which cer- 


tificate shall entitle the party toa patent for the 
said tract, which shall issue in like manner as ig 
provided by law for lands purchased of the Uni. 
ted States. 

Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act providing for the sale of the tract of land at 
the lower rapids of Sandusky river. 

Be it enacted, &c., That so much of the tract 
of land of two miles square, at the lower rapids 
of Sandusky river, ceded by the Wyandats, Del- 
awares, Shawanoes, Ottawas, Chippewas, Pata- 
watimies, Miamis, Eel River, Weeas, Kickapoos, 
Piankashaws, and Kaskaskias tribes of Indians to 
the United States, by the Treaty of Greenville, 
of the third of August, one thousand seven hund. 
red and ninety-five, shall, under thedirection of the 
Surveyor General, be laid off into town lots, streets, 
and avenues, and into out-lots, in such manner, 
and of such dimensions, as he may judge proper : 
Provided, The tract so to be laid off shall not ex- 
ceed the quantity of land contained in one entire 
section, nor the town lots one-quarter of an acre 
each. When the survey of the lots shall be com- 
pleted, a plat thereof shall be returned to the Sur- 
veyor General, on which the town lots and out- 
lots shall respectively be designated by progres- 
sive numbers, who shall cause two copies to be 
made, one to be transmitted, with a copy of the 
field notes, to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the other to the register of the 
land office at Wooster. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, pre- 
viously to the disposal at public sale of the be- 
forementioned tract of land, the Surveyor Gene- 
ral shall, and he is hereby directed to resurvey 
and mark the exterior lines of the said tract, con- 
formably to the survey made in the year one 
thousand eight hundred aud seven. by virtue of 
the act of the third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and five, and also to cause divisional 
lines to be run through each fractional section, 
and of the adjoining quarter section, so that each 
subdivision having one front on the river may 
contain, as nearly as may be, eighty acres each. 
And in like manner to cause the large island, ly- 
ing in the west half of section number one, to be 
surveyed, and the same to be divided into two 
equal parts: Provided, That, in running the sub- 
divisional lines, no interference shall be made 
affecting the selection or location hereafter to 
be made under the direction of the Secretary 
of War: Provided, also, That in no case shall the 
subdivisional lines be so run, as to extend to or 
embrace the bed of the river, which shall be 
deemed, and is hereby declared to be, a public 
highway: And provided, also, That the whole 
expense of resurveying and marking the exterior 
lines of the said cession, and running and mark- 
ing the subdivisional Jines of the fractional and 
quarter sections lying adjacent to the river, shall 
not exceed three dollars for every mile actually 
surveyed, resurveyed, and marked, by virtue of 
this aad the preceding section, 

Sec 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
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land containcd within the aforesaid cession of 
two miles square, shall, with the exception of as 
many town lots and out-lots, as in the opinion of 
the Secretary of the Treasury may be necessary 
to reserve for the support of schools within the 
same, and with exception also of the salt springs 
and land reserved for the use of the same, be of- 
fered for sale to the highest bidder at Wooster, in 
the State of Ohio, under the direction of the reg- 
ister and receiver of the land office, and on such 
day or days as shall, by a public proclamation of 
the President of the United States, be designated 
for that purpose. The sale for the divided quarter 
sections, fractional sections, and of the town lots 
and out-lots, shall remain open at Wooster for 
seven days, and no longer. The divided quarter- 
sections and fractional sections shall not be sold 
for Jess than two dollars an acre; the in-lots for 
less than twenty dollars each, nor any vut-lot for 
less than at the rate of five dollars per acre; and 
shall, in every other respect, be sold on the same 
terms and conditions as have been or may be pro- 
vided by law for the lands sold north of the river 
Ohio, and above the mouth of Kentucky river. 
All the land, other than what is excepted as above- 
mentioned, remaining unsold at the closing of the 
public sales, may be disposed of at private sale by 
the register of the land office at Wooster, agree- 
ably to the provisions of this act, and, in the same 
manner, under the same regulations and condi- 
tions as are or may be provided by law for the 
sale of the public lands of the United States north 
of the river Ohio, and above the mouth of Ken- 
tucky river; and patents shall be obtained for all 
lands granted or sold within the said cession, in 
the same manner, and on the same terms as are 
or may be provided by law for land sold in the 
‘State of Ohio. The superintendents of the pub- 
lie sales directed by this section, shall receive four 
dollars each for each day’s attendance on the said 
sales. 


Approved, April 26, 1816. 


An Act continuing the salaries of certain officers of 
Government. 

Be it enacted. &c., That the annual compensa- 
tions of the different officers enumerated in the 
act passed the twentieth day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and four, entitled “An 
act continuing, for a limited time, the salaries of 
the officers of Government therein mentioned,” 
shall be continued as if the said act had not ex- 
pired, or contained any provision for limiting its 
continuance. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


-An Act for the payment of the militia, in the case 
therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the detachment of the 
militia of Kentucky, under the command of Col. 
Dudley, for the term of six months, who were 
captured at Fort Meigs, and paroled, be paid for 
the said term of six months; and that the proper 
officers of the War Department liquidate and pay 
their claims, in the same manner that the claims 


of the regular troops of the United States would 
be liquidated and paid in like cases. 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act allowing pay to certain persons made prisoners: 
with the revenue cutter “ Surveyor.” 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to set- 
tle the accounts for pay of the boatswain, gun- 
ner, cook, and ten mariners, captured on board the- 


revenue cutter Surveyor, during the late war 
with Great Britain, up to the period of their re- 
lease and return from captivity, and to pay the 
amount to them, or their legal representatives, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury, uot otherwise 
appropriated; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby authorized to settle with Samuel Tra- 
verse, late master of the cutter Surveyor, and pay 
him up to the seventeenth day of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen. 


Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act to regulate the duties on imports and tonnage. 


Be it enacted, $c., That, from and after the 


thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight hund- 
red and sixteen, the duties heretofore laid by law 
on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into 
the United States, shall cease and determine, and 
there shall be levied, and collected, and paid, the 
several duties hereinafter mentioned, that is to 
say: 


First. A duty of seven and a half per centum 


ad valorem, on all dying drugs and materials for 
composing dyes, not subject to other rates of duty ; 
gum arabic, gum senegal, saltpetre; jewelry, gold, 
silver, and other watches, and parts of watches; 
gold and silver lace, embroidery, and epaulettes 5 
precious stones and pearls of all kinds, set or not 
set; Bristol stones or paste work, and all articles 
composed wholly or chiefly of gold, silver, pearl, 
and precious stones; and laces, Jace veils, lace 
shawls, or shades, of thread or silk. 


Second. A duty of fifteen per centum ad valo- 
rem on gold leaf, and on all articles free, and not 
subject to any other rate of duty. 

Third. A duty of twenty per centum ad valo- 
rem on hempen cloth or sail cloth, (except Rus- 
sian and German linens, Russia and Holland 
duck,) stockings, of wool or cotton; printing 
types; all articles manufactured from brass, cop- 
per, iron, steel, pewter, lead, or tin, or of which 
these materials, or either of them, is the material 
of chief value; brass wire, cutlery, pins, needles, 
buttons, button moulds, and buckles of all kinds ; 
gilt, plated, and japanned wares ef all kinds; can- 
non, muskets, firearms, and sidearths; Prussian 
blue, china-ware, earthen-ware, and stone-ware, 
porcelain and glass manufactures, other than win- 
dow glass and biack glass quart bottles. 

Fourth. A duty of twenty-five per centum ad 
valorem, on woollen manufactures of all descrip- 
tions, or of which wool is the material of chiefvatue 
excepting blankets, woollen rugs, and worsted or 
stuff goods, shall be levied, collected and paid, 
from and after the thirtieth day of June next, 
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until the thirtieth day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, and after that day, twenty 
per centum on the said articles; and on cotton 
manufactures of all descriptions, or of which cot- 
:ton is the material of chief value, and on cotton 
twist, yarn or thread, as follows, viz: for three 
yeats next ensuing the thirtieth day of June next, 


a duty of twenty-five per centum ad valorem; |! 


and alter the expiration of the three years afore- 
said, a duty of twenty per centum ad valorem: 
Provided, That all cotton cloths, or cloths of 
which cotton is the material of chief value, (ex- 
cepting nankeens, imported directly from China,) 
the original cost of which at the place whence 
‘imported, with the addition oftwenty per centum, 
if-imported from the Cape of Good Hope, or from 
places beyond it, and of ten per cent. if imported 
from any other place, shall be less than twenty- 
‘five cents per square yard, with such addition, be 
taken and deemed to have cost twenty-five cents 
per square yard, and shall be charged with duty 
accordingly: Provided also, That all unbleached 
and uncolored cotton twist, yarn or thread, the 
original cost of which shall be less than sixty 
cents per pound, shall be deemed and taken to 
have cost sixty cents per pound, and shall be 
charged with duty accordingly; and all bleached 
or colored yarn, the original cost of which shall 
have been less than seventy-five cents per pound, 
shall be taken and deemed to have cost seventy- 
five cents per pound, and shall be charged with 
duty accordingly: And provided further, That 
-cotton piece goods imported in ships or vessels of 
the United States which shall have sailed from 
the United States before the passage of this act, 
and shall arrive thercin between the thirticth day 
of June, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, 
and the first day of June, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventeen, the original cost of which 
cotton piece goods, at the place whence imported, 
shall have been less than twenty-five cents per 
square yard, shall be admitted to entry, subject 
only to a duty of thirty-three and a third per 
centum on the cost of the said cotton piece goods 
in India, and on the usual addition of twenty per 
centum on that cost. 

Fifth. A duty of thirty per centum ad'valorem 
on umbrellas, parasols, of whatever materials 
made, and sticks or frames for umbrellas or para- 
sols; bonnets and caps for women, fans, feathers, 
ornaments for head dresses, artificial flowers, 
millinery of all sorts; hats or caps of wool, fur, 
leather, chip, straw or silk; cosmetics, washes, 
balsams, perfumes; painted floor cloths; mats, of 
grass or flags; salad oil, pickles, capers, olives, 
mustard, comfits or sweetmeats, preserved in sugar 
‘or brandy ; ‘wafers, cabinet wares, and all manu- 
factures of wood; carriages of all descriptions, 
and parts thereof; leather, and all manufactures 
of leather, or of which leather is the material of 
chicf value; saddles, bridles, harness; paper of 
every description, paste-board, paper hangings, 
‘blank books, parchment, vellum; brushes, canes, 
walking sticks, whips; and clothing ready made. 
Aad in all cases where an ad valorem duty shall 
‘be charged, it shall be calculated on the net cost 


of the article at the place whence imported, (ex- 
clusive of packages, commissions and all charges,) 
with the usual addition established by law, of 
twenty per cent. on all merchandise, imported 
from places beyond the Cape uf Good Hope, and 
of ten per centum on articles imported from all 
other places. 

Sixth. The following duties, severally and 
specifically : on ale, beer, and porter, in bottles, 
fifteen cents per gallon; on ale, beer, and porter, 
imported otherwise than in bottles, ten cents per 
gallon; on alum, one dollar per hundred weight; 
on almonds, three cents per pound; on black glass 
quart bottles, one hundred and forty-four cents 
per gross; on boots, one dollar and fifty cents 
per pair; on bristles, three cents per pound; on 
| playing cards, thirty cents per pack; on tarred 
cables and cordage, three cents per pound; on 
untarred cordage, yarns, twine, packtbread, and 
seines, four cents per pound; on tallow candles, 
three cents per pound; on wax and spermaceti 
candles, six cents per pound; on Chinese cassia, 
six cents per pound; on cinnamon, twenty-five 
cents per pound; on cloves, twenty-five cents 
per pound; on cheese, nine cents per pound; on 
chocolate, three cents per pound; on cocoa, two 
cents per pound; on coal, five cents per heaped 
bushel; on copperas, one dollar per hundred 
weight; on copper rods, bolts, spikes or nails, and 
composition rods, bolts, spikes or nails, four cents 
per pound; on coffee, five cents per pound; on 
cotton, three cents per pound; on currants, three 
cents per pound; on figs, three cents per pound ; 
on foreign caught fish, one dollar per quintal; on 
mackerel, one dollar and fifty cents per barrel; 
on salmon, two dollars per barrel, and on all other 
pickled fish, one dollar per barrel; on window 
glass, not above eight inches by ten inches in size, 
two dollars and fifty cents per hundred square 
fect; on the same, not above ten inches by twelve 
inches in size, two dollars and seventy-five cents 
per hundred square feet; on the same, if above 
ten inches by twelve inches in size, three dollars 
and twenty-five cents per hundred square feet; 
on glue, five cents per pound; on gunpowder, 
eight cents per pound; on hemp, one dollar and 
fifty cents per hundred weight; on iron or steel 
wire, not exceeding number eighteen, five cents 
per pound, and over number eighteen, nine cents 
per pound ; on iron, in bars and bolts, excepting 
iron manufactured by rolling, forty-five cents per 
hundred weight; on iron in sheets, rods and 
hoops, two dollars and fifty cents per hundred 
weight, and in bars or bolts, when manufactured 
by rolling, and on anciors, one dollar and fifty 
cents per hundred weight; on indigo, fifteen cents 
per pound; on lead, in pigs, bars or sheets, one 
cent per pound; on shot manufactured of lead, 
two cents per pound; on red and white lead, dry 
or ground in oil, three cents per pound; on mace, 
| one dollar per pound ; on molasses, five cents per 
| 


gallon ; on nails, three cents per pound; on nut- 
megs, sixty cents per pound; on pepper, eight 
; cents per pound ; on pimento, six cents per pound ; 
on plums aod prunes, three cents per pound; on 
muscate! raisins, and raisins in jars and boxes, 
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three cents per pound; on all other raisins, two 
-cents per pound; on salt, twenty cents per bushel 
-of fifty-six pounds; on ochre, dry, one cent per 
pound, in oil, one and a half cents per pound; on 
‘steel, one dollar per hundred weight; on segars, 
two dollars and fifty cents per thousand; on spi- 
rits, from grain, of first proof, forty-two cents per 
gallon; of second proof, forty-five cents per gal- 
lon; of third proof, forty-eight cents per gallon ; 
of fourth proof, fifty-two cents per gallon; of fifth 
proof, sixty cents per gallon; above fifth proof, 
‘seventy-five cents per gallon ; on spirits from other 
materials than grain, of ‘first and second proof, 
thirty-eight cents per gallon; of third proof, forty- 
two cents per gallon; of fourth proof, forty-eight 
cents per gallon; of fifth proof, fifty-seven cents 
' per gallon; above fifth proof, seventy cents per 
gallon; on shoes and slippers of silk, thirty cents 
per pair; on shoes and slippers of leather, twenty- 
five cents per pair; on shoes and slippers for 
‘children, fifteen cents per pair; on spikes, two 
cents per pound; on soap, three cents per pound; 
on brown sugar, three cents per pound; on white 
clayed.or powdered sugar, four cents per pound ; 
on lump sugar, ten cents per pound; on loaf 
sugar and on sugar candy,twelve cents per pound; 
on snuff, twelve cents per pound; on tallow, onc 
cent per pound; on tea, from China, in ships or 
- vessels of the United States, as follows, viz: bohea, 
twelve cents per pound; souchong and other 
black, twenty-five cents per pound; imperial, 
i aap and gomee, fifty cents per pound ; 
hyson and young hyson, forty cents per pound; 
hyson skin and other green, twenty-eight cents 
per pound; on teas, from any other place, or in 
any other than ships or vessels of the United 
States, as follows, viz: bohea, fourteen cents per 
pound; souchong and other black, thirty-four 
-cents per pound; imperial, gunpowder, and gomee, 
sixty-eight cents per pound; hyson and young 
hyson, fifty-six cents per pound; hyson skin and 
other green, thirty-eight cents per pound; on 
manufactured tobacco, other than snuff and segars, 
ten cents per pound; on whiting and Paris white, 
‘one cent per pound ;-on wine,as-follows, viz: on 
Madeira, Burgundy, Champaign, Rhenish and 
Tokay, one dollar per gallon; on Sherry and St. 
Luear, sixty cents per gallon; -on other wine, not 
enumerated, when imported in bottles or cases, 
seventy cents per gallon ; on Lisbon, Oporto, and 
on other wines of Portugal, and those of Sicily, 
fifty cents per gallon; on Teneriffe, Fayal, and 
other wines of the western islands, forty cents 
per gallon; on all other wines, when imported 
otherwise than in cases and bottles, twenty-five 
cents per gallon; on Russia duck, (not exceeding 
fifty-two archeens each piece,) two dollars; on 
ravens duck, (not exceeding fifty-two archeens 
each piece,) one dollar and twenty-five cents; on 
Holland duck, (not execeding fifty-two archeens 
each piece,) two dollars and fifty cents; on sper- 
maceti vil, of foreign fishing, twenty-five cents 
per gallon; on whale and other fish oll, of foreign 


fishing, fifteen cents per gallon; and on olive oil- 


in casks, at twenty-five cents per gallon. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 


following articles shall be imported into the Uni- 
ted States free of duties; that is to say, all arti- 
cles imported for the use of the United States; 
philosophical apparatus, instruments, books, maps, 
charts, statues, busts, casts, paintings, drawings, 
engravings, specimens of sculpture, cabinets of 
coins, gems, medals, and all other collections of 
antiquities, statuary, modelling, painting, drawing, 
etching, or engraving, specially imported by or- 
der and for the use of any society incorporated 
for philosophical or literary purposes, or for the 
encouragement of the fine arts, or by order, and 
for the use of any seminary of learning; speci- 
mens in natural history, mineralogy, botany, and 
anatomical preparations, models of machinery 
and other inventions, plants, and trees; wearing 
apparel and other personal baggage in actual use, 
and the implements or tools of trade of persons 
arriving in the United States; regulus of anti- 
mony, bark of the cork tree, unmanufactured ; 
animals imported for breed; burr stones, un- 
wrought; gold coin, silver coin, and bullion ; 
clay ; unwrought copper, imported in any shape 
for the use of the Mint; copper and brass, in pigs, 
bars, or plates, suited to the sheathing of ships; 
old copper and brass, and old pewter, fit only to 
be remanufactured ; tin, in pigs or bars; furs, un- 
dressed, of all kinds; raw hides and skins; lapis 
calaminaris; plaster of Paris; rags of any kind 
of cloth; sulphur or brimstone; barilla; Brazil 
wood, brazilletto, red wood, cam wood, fustic, log- 
wood, Nicaragua, and other dye woods; wood, 
unmanufactured, of any kind; zinc, teutenague, 
or spelter. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enucted, That an addi- 


tion of ten per centum shall be made to the sev- 
eral rates ol duties above specified and imposed, 
in respect to all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
on the importation of which in American or for- 
eign vessels a specific discrimination has not been 
herein already made, which, after the said thir- 
tieth day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen shall be imported in ships or vessels 
not of the United States: Provided, That this 
additional duty shall not apply to goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported in ships or vessels not 


of the United States, entitled by treaty, or by 
any act or acts of Congress, to be entered in the 
ports of the United States, on the payinent of the 
same duties as are paid on goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, imported in ships or vessels of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed a drawback of the duties, by this 
act imposed, on goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported into the United States, upon the expor- 
tation thereof within the time, and in the man- 
ner prescribed by the existing laws, subject to 
the following provisions, that is to say : that there 
shall not be an allowance of the drawback of 
duties in the case of goods imported in foreign 
vessels from any of the dominions, colonies, or 
possessions of any foreign Power, to and with 
which the vessels of the United States are not 
permitted to go and trade; that there shall not 
be an allowance of the drawback of duties for 
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retained from the amount of the duties on goods 
exported, with the benefit of drawback, (other 
than spirits,) two and a half per centum; and 
that there shall be retained in the case of spirits 
exported with the benefit of drawback, two cents 
per gallon upon the quantity of spirits, and also 
three per centum on the amount of duties paya- 
ble on the importation thereof. But, neverthe- 
less, the provisions of this act shall not be deemed 
in any wise to impair any rights and privileges 
which have been or may be acquired by any for- 
eign nation, under the laws and treaties of the 
United States, upon the subject of exporting 
goods from the United States, with a benefit of 
the drawback of the duties payable upon the im- 
portation thereof. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That after 
the thirtieth day of June next, in all cases of en- 
try of merchandise for the benefit of drawback, 
the time of twenty days shall be allowed from 
the date of the entry for giving the exportation 
bonds for the same: Provided, That the exporter 
shall, in every other particular, comply with the 
regulations and formalities heretofore established 
TSi trigg of exportation for the benefit of draw- 

ack. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the duty 
on the tonnage of vessels, and the bounties, ad- 
vances, and drawbacks, in the case of exporting 
pickled fish, of the fisheries of the United States, 
in the case of American vessels employed in the 
fisheries, and in the case of exporting sugar, re- 
fined within the United States, shall be and con- 
tinue the same as the existing law provides. 
Provided always, That this provision shall not 
be deemed in anywise to impair any tights and 
privileges, which have been, or may be acquired 
by any foreign nation, under the laws and treat- 
ies of the United Siates, relative to the duty of 
tonnage on vessels. 

Sec. 7, And be it further enacted, That the ex- 
isting laws shall extend to, and be in force for the 
collection of the duties imposed by this act, on 
goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 
United States; and for the recovery, collection, 
distribution, and remission of all fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures; and for the allowance of the 
drawbacks and bounties by this act authorized, 
as fully and effectually as if every regulation, re- 
striction, penalty, forfeiture, provision, clause, 
matter, and thing, in the existing laws contained, 
had been inserted in, and re-enacted by this act. 
And that all acts, and parts of acts, which are 
contrary to this act, and no more, shall be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 
act passed the third day of March, one thousand 


eight hundred and fifteen, entitled “An act to re-- 


peal so much of the several acts imposing duties 
on the tonnage of ships and vessels, and on goods, 


ported, 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of certain owners of goods, en- 
tered at Hampden, in the district of Maine. 


Be it enacted, €c., That on the trial of any in- 
formation, libel, or other suit for the forfeiture or 
condemnation of goods and merchandise, which 
between the twenty-fifth day of October, and the 
thirty-first day of December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, were en- 
tered at Hampden, in the district of Maine, and 
have been since seized as imported or entered 
contrary to law, all claims to forfeiture and con- 
demnation be, and hereby are released, arising 
from want of lawful authority, to enter and de- 
liver said goods at Hampden, or from the ille- 
gality of importing the said goods into Orring- 
ton, or depositing them there, or from the ille- 
gality of trading between Orrington and Hamp- 
den, in a neutral vessel not licensed for the coast- 
ing trade. Provided, That the claimants of the 
goods and merchandise so entered as aforesaid 
shall pay and satisfy all the reasonable expenses 
and charges attending the seizure and keeping 
thereof, and all the expenses, costs, and charges 
of prosecuting the informations, libels, and suits 
instituted against the same, to be taxed by the 
court in which final judgments shall be rendered 
against the respective claimants, whether the 
final judgments shall be in favor of the claimants 
respectively or against them. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act to fix the commissions of the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties, and to revive and 
continue in force “An act further to provide for the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage.” 

Be it enacted, §c.. That the collectors of the 
direct tax and internal duties shall be allowed, in 
lieu of the commissions allowed by any existing 
law, in each calendar year, the following com- 
missions upon moneys accounted for and paid by 
them into the Treasury, from and after the thirty- 
first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen—that is to say: Six per centum 
upon all sums until the same shall amount to 
forty thousand dollars; three per centum upon all 
sums above forty thousand, until the same shall 
amount to one hundred thousand dollars ; and two 
per centum upon all sums above one hundred 
thousand dollars: Prorided, That the entire 
amount of commissions allowed during such year 
in any collection district shall not, exclusive of 
the commission allowed to the collectors desig- 
nated by the Secretary of the Treasury to receive 
the lists of taxes due on the property of noa-resi- 
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dents, exceed five thousand dollars: And, pro- 
vided, That the said allowance exceeding five 
thousand dollars shall be made only in the calen- 
dar years in which the collector shall have 
receipted for the lists of taxes. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That all the 
provisions of the act “to fix the compensations 
and increase the responsibility of the collectors of 
the direct tax and internal duties, and for other 
purposes, connected with the collection thereof,” 
passed the third of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, excepting those contained in 
the first section thereof, be, and the same are 
hereby, continued in force. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the act, 
entitled “An act to provide further for the col- 
lection of duties on imports and tonnage, passed 
on the third day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, be, and the same is hereby, 
revived and made of force until the end of the 
next session of Congress, and no longer. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act making appropriations for repairing certain 
‘ roads therein described. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated, and payable out of any moneys in the Trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose 
of repairing and keeping in repair the road be- 
tween Columbia, on Duck river, in the State of 
Tennessee, and Madisonville, in the State of Lou- 
isiana, by the Choctaw agency ; and also the road 
between Fort Hawkins, in the State of Georgia, 
and Fort Stoddart; under the direction of the 
Secretary of War. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the payment of a sum of money 
to John Rogers and others. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to pay, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of three hun- 
dred dollars to John Rogers, William C. Bur- 
dick, Joshua Hall, and Jeremiah Chapman, of 
New London, in the State of Connecticut ; which 
money is paid to them for their valor and good 
conduct, in capturing a midshipman and two sea- 
men of the British navy, and as compensation 
for the said prisoners. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act confirming the titles of certain purchasers of 
land who purchased from the Board of ‘Trustees of 
the Vincennes University. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the several persons 
who purchased land in township numbered two, 
south of range numbered eleven west, in the dis- 
trict of Vincennes, from the Board of Trustees 
for the Vincennes University, which was incor- 
porated by an act of the Legislature of the Indi- 
ana Territory, entitled “An act to incorporate a 
University in the Indiana Territory,” passed the 


twenty-ninth day of November, one thousand 
eight hundred and six, be, and they are hereby, 
confirmed in their titles in fee simple, respec- 
tively. f 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act providing for the distribution of one hundred 
thousand dollars among the captors of the Algerine 
vessels captured and restored to the Dey of Algiers. 
Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of one hun- 

dred thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 

appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys in the 

Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, and dis- 

tributed in the same proportions and under the 


same regulations as prize-mouey is now by law 


directed to be distributed, among the captors 
of the Algerine vessels, captured by the Ameri- 
ican squadron, under the command of Commo- 
dore Decatur, and afterwards restored to the Dey 
of Algiers. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act making appropriations for rebuilding light- 
houses, and for completing the plan of lighting 
them, according to the improvements of Winslow 
Lewis, for placing beacons and buoys, for preserv- 
ing Little Gull Island, and for surveying the coast 
of the United States. 

Be it enacted, €c, That the sums hereinafter 
mentioned be, and the same are hereby, appro- 
priated for the following purposes, to wit: For 
rebuilding the light-house on Point Judith, Rhode 
Island, seven thousand five hundred dollars. For 
completing the fitting up of all the Jight-houses 
with Winslow Lewis’s improvements, ia addi- 
tion to the sums heretofore appropriated for that 
purpose, sixteen thousand dollars. For the con- 
struction of works deemed uecessary for the pre- 
servation of Little Gull island, thirty thousand 
dollars. For rebuilding the light-house on New 
Point Comfort, Virginia, seven thousand dollars. 
For rebuilding the light-house on Baker’s island, 
Massachusetts, four thousand dollars. For the 
following objects, being the balances of former 
appropriations for the same purposes, carried to 
surplus fund: For erecting light-houses at the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and at or near the pitch 
of Cape Lookout, North Carolina, thirty-four 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-five dollars. 
For rebuilding a light-house at Naushawn island, 
near Tarpaulin Cove, Massachusetts, two thou- 
sand four hundred and seventy-five dollars, Hor 
erecting a beacon and placing buoys near the en- 
trance of Savannah river, two thousand four 
hundred and ninety-four dollars and eighty-five 
cents. For placing buoys and beacons at or near 
the entrance of the harbor of Beverly, Massa- 
chusetts, three hundred and forty-one dollars and 
ninety-five cents. For erecting two lights on 
Take Erie, to wit: at or near Bird island, and on 
or near Presque Isle, one)thousand five hundred 
and ninety dollars. For placing beacons and 
buoys on Georgetown bar, and in Winyaw Bay, 
South Carolina, one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars. For rebuilding the Baldhead light-house 
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in North Carolina, fifteen thousand dollars. For 
defraying the expense of surveying the coast of 
the United States, fifty-four thousand seven hun- 
dred and twenty dollars aud fifty-seven cents. 
For repairing piers in the harbor of Newbury- 
port, Massachusetts, a sum not exceeding seven 
hundred dollars: Provided, That the jurisdiction 
of the site where such piers are erected shall be 
first ceded to the United States. 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act to authorize the building of three light-houses, 
viz: one on Race Point, one on Point Gammon, 
and one on the island of Petite Manon, in the State 
of Massachusetts. 


Be it enacted, §-c.. That as soon as a cession 
shall be made by the State of Massachusetts to 
the United States, of the jurisdiction over the 
land sufficient for the purpose, the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to provide, by contract, to be approved by 
the President of the United States, for building 
three light-houses, viz: one on Race Point, one 
on Point Gammon, in the town of Yarmouth, 
and one on the island called Petite Manon, near 
Naraguages river, in the State of Massachusetts ; 
and to furnish the same with all necessary sup- 
plies, and also to agree for the salaries or wages 
of the persons who shall be appointed by the 
President for the superintendence and care of 
the same; and the President shall be authorized 
to make the said appointments. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of eight thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, and also for purchasing such lots 
of land as shall be required for the erection of 
the said light-houses, and other buildings neces- 
sarily connected therewith. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause the light of Scituate light- 
house to be extinguished, should the extinguish- 
ment thereof be deemed expedient for the safety 
of the navigation on that coast. 


Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act to authorize the sale of lands forfeited to the 
United States, in the district of Jeffersonville, at 
the land office in said district. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the register and re- 
ceiver of the land office for the district of Jeffer- 
sonville be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
expose to public sale, to the highest bidder, at the 
land office aforesaid, any tract or tracts of land 
which may hereafter become forfeited to the 
United States for non-payment, under such terms 
and conditions as are, or may be, preseribed by 
law. 

Sec. 2. And be itc further enacted, That so 
much of any former act of Congress as requires 
the register and receiver of the district afuresaid 
to expose to public sale, at the court-house of the 
county in which the said land office is established, 


any tract or tracts of land which may become 
forfeited to the United States for non-payment, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of George T. Ross, Daniel T. 
Patterson, and the officers and men lately under 
their command. 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the net 
proceeds of the forfeitures and penalties, not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand dollars, as has accrued to 
the United States by the condemnation and sale 
of the vessels and their cargoes, which were 
taken near the island of Barrataria, on the west- 
ern coast of Louisiana, on the sixteenth day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen, by a land and naval force, under the com- 
mand of Colonel George T. Ross and Captain 
Daniel T. Patterson, and which were condemned 
and sold by order of the district court of the Uni- 
ted States for the Orleans district, for violation 
of laws of the United States, be, and the same 
are hereby, given up and relinquished in favor of 
the said George T. Ross and Daniel T. Patter- 
son, the amount of the said net proceeds of the 
said sales, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be distributed among the land 
and naval forces employed in the capture of the 
said vessels, in such proportions, and under such 
regulations, as the Secretaries of the War and 
Navy, with the approbation of the President, 
shall prescribe and determine. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act providing for cases of lost military land war- 
rants, and discharges for faithful services. 

Be tt enacted, §c., That when any soldier of 
the regular army having obtained a military land 
warrant shall have lost, or shall hereafter lose 
the same, or the said warrant shall have been or 
may be by accident destroyed, every such soldier 
shall, upon proof thereof, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of War, be entitled to a patent, in 
like manner as if the said warrant was produced. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That in all 
cases of discharges trom the military service of 
the United States of any soldier of the regular 
army, when it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of War that a certificate of faith- 
ful services has been omitted, by the neglect of 
the discharging officer, by misconstruction of the 
law, or by any other neglect or casualty, such 
omission shall not prevent the issuing of the war- 
rant and patent as in other cases. And when it 
shall be proveu,.as aforesaid, that any soldier of 
the regular army has lost his discharge and cer- 
tificate of faithful service, the Secretary of War 
shall cause such papers to be furnished such sol- 
dier of the regulararmy as will entitle him to his 
land warrant and patent: Provided, Such mea- 
sure be justified by the time of his enlistment, the 
period of service, and the report of some officer 
of the corps to which he was attached. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 
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An Act for the relief of Thomas Farrer, William | direction of the President of the United States, 


Young, William Moseley, and William Leech. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby. authorized and 
directed to settle the claims of ‘Thomas Farrer, 
William Young, William Moseley, and William 
Leech, assistant marshals, appointed to take the 
census, and an account of the manufactures in 
South Carolina, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten, and to allow them, in the settle- 
ment thereof, such compensation as may be ade- 
quate to the services which they performed in 
the capacity aforesaid. 

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid to the said Thomas Farrer, William Young, 
William Moseley, and William Leech, out of 
any money in the Treasury hot otherwise appro- 
priated.—Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An. Act providing an additional compensation to, the 
district judge of the southern district of New York. 
Be it enacted, £c, That there be paid to the 
district judge of the southern district of the State 
of New York, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, for a compensation for 
his services in holding the courts of the United 
States, in the northern district of said State. 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An. Act. to enable the Levy Court of the county of 
‘Alexandria to lay a tax for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expense of erecting a jail and court-house. 
Be it enacted, ¢-c., That it shall and may be 

lawful for the levy court of the county of Alex- 

andria, in-the District of Columbia, to raise, by a | 
tax upon the taxable inhabitants of the said 
county, a sum sufficient to defray the expense of 
building a jail and court-house, for the said 
county, which sum shall be. appropriated to the 
erection of such buildings accordingly, under the 
direction of the said court. - 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


——_ 


An: Act to.authorize the surveying: and. making a road 
in tho Territory: of Illinois, 

Be it enacted, $c. That the President of the 
United States be,and he is hereby, authorized 
to appoint three commissioners, who shall ex- 
plore, survey, and mark in the most eligible 
course, a road from Shawanee town, on the Ohio 
river, to the United States saline; and to Kas- 
kaskia, in the Ilinois Territory ; and said com- 
missioners shall make aut accurate plats of such 
surveys, accompanied with field notes, and cer- 
tify and transmit the same to the President of 
the United States, who, if he approves of said 
survey, shall cause the plats thereof to be depos- 
ited in the office of the Treasury of the United 
States, and the said road shall be considered as 
established and accepted. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said. road shall be opened and made under the 


in such manner as he shall direct. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
said commissioners shall each be entitled to re- 
ceive three dollars, and their assistants one dollar 
and fifty cents, for each and every day which 
they shall be necessarily employed in the explo- 
ring, surveying, and marking said road; and for 
the purpose of compensating the aforesaid com- 
missioners and their assistants, and opening and 
marking said road, there shall be, and hereby is, 
appropriated the sum of eight thousand dollars, 
to be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of Taylor and McNeal, Evans 
and McNeal, and Henry and John McCleester. 

Be it enacted, €c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the War Department be, and they are 
hereby, authorized and directed to auditand settle 
the claim of Taylor and McNeal, Evans and Mc- 
Neal, and Henry and John McCleester, for the 
use of their scows, applied under the authority of 
the United States, for the purpose of making a 
temporary bridge over the basin at Baltimore, in 
the month of September, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fourteen, and to allow them, in the set- 
tlement thereof, such compensation as may be 
reasonable and just for the use aforesaid. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be 
paid to the said Taylor and McNeal, Evans and 
McNeal, and Henry and John McCleester, out of 
any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appro- 


| priated. 


Approved, April 27, 1816. 


— 


An Act providing for the sale of the tract of land, at 
the British fort at the Miami of the Lake, at the 
foot of the Rapids, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, &c„ That so much of the tract 
of land of twelve miles square, at the “ British 
fort of the Miami of the Lake, at the foot of the 
Rapids,” ceded by the Wyandots, Delawares, 
Shawanoes, Ottawas, Chippewas, Patawatamies, 
Miamis, Eel River, Weeas, Kickapoos, Pianka- 
shaws, and Kaskaskias tribes of Indians, to the 
United States, by the treaty of Greenville, of the 
third of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five, shall, under the direction of the Sur- 
veyor General, be laid off into town lots, streets, 
and avenues, and into out lots, in such manner, 
and of such dimensions, as he may judge proper: 
Provided, The tract so to be laid off shall not 
exceed the quantity of land contained in two 
entire sections, nor the town lots one-quarter of 
an acre each. When the survey of the lots shall 
be completed, a plat thereof shall be returned to 
the Surveyor General, on which town lots and 
out lots shall, respectively, be designated, by pro- 
gressive numbers, who shall cause two co pies to 
be made, onc to be transmitted, with a copy of 
the field notes, to the Commissioner of the Gen- 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, pre- 
viously to the disposal at public sale of the before 
mentioned tract of land, the Surveyor General 
shall, and he is hereby directed to resurvey, and 
mark the exterior lines of the said tract, conform- 
ably to the survey made in December, one thou- | 
sand eight hundred and five, by virtue of the act 
of the third of March, one thousand eight hun- | 
dred and five, and also to cause divisional lines j 
to be run through each section and fractional sec- 
tion binding on the said river, so that each subdi- 
vision may contain, as nearly as may be, one 
hundred and sixty acres each. And in like man- 
ner to cause the “ Great island,” lying at the foot 
of the rapids, in the said river, to be surveyed, | 
and by lines, running north and south, to divide į 
the same, as nearly as may be, into six equal parts ; | 
that is to say, that part of the said island, described 
in the survey of the said cession, as lying in town- 
ship number three, in four parts; and that part 
of the said island lying in township number four, 
into two parts: Provided, That in running the 
subdivisional lines no interference shall be made 
affecting or impairing the rights of persons to 
whom letters patent have been granted for land 
lying within the limits of the said twelve miles | 
square, nor affecting the selection or location | 
hereafter to be made under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, for military purposes: Pro- 
vided also, That in no case, shall the subdivisional 
lines be so run as to extend to, or embrace the | 
bed of the river, which shall be deemed, and is | 
hereby declared to be, a public highway: And 
provided also, ‘That the whole expense of resur- | 
veying and marking the exterior lines of the said 
cession and of the subdivisional lines of the sec- 
tions, lying adjacent to the river, shall not exceed 
three dollars for every mile actually surveyed, 
re-surveyed, and marked, by virtue of this and the | 
preceding section. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the 
Jand contained within the aforesaid cession of 
twelve miles square, not excepted by virtue of 
any section of this act, shall, with the exception 
of number sixteen, which shall be reserved in 
each township, for the support of schools within 
the same, and with the exception also of the salt 
springs and land reserved for the use of the same, 
be offered for sale to the highest bidder, at Woo- 
ster, in the State of Ohio, under the direction of 
the register and receiver of the land office, and on 
such day or days as shall, by a public proclama- 
tion of the President of the United States, be de- 
signated for that purpose. The sale for the quar- 
ter sections, fractional quarter sections, and of the 
town lots and out lots, shall remain open at Woo- 
ster, for seven days and no longer. The quarter 
sections, and fractional quarter sections, shall not 
be sold for less than two dollars an acre; the in 
lots for less than twenty dollars each, nor any 
out lots for less than at the rate of five dollars 
per acre; and shall, in every other respect, be sold 
on the same terms and conditions as have been 
or may be, by law, provided for the lands sold 


manner, under the same regulations and condi- 
tious, as are or may be provided by law for the 
sale of the lands of the United States north of 
the Ohio river, and above the mouth of Kentucky 
river. And patents may be obtained for all lands 
granted or sold within the said cession, in the 
same manner, and on the same terms, as are or 
may be provided by law for land sold in the State 
of Ohio. The superintendents of the public sales, 
directed by this section, shall receive four dollars 
each, for each day’s attendance on the said sale. 
Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of Charles Ross and Samuel 
Byeck, surviving executors of John Ross, deceased. 
Be it enacted, §c., That the commissioner to 

be appointed by virtue of an act of Congress, 

passed at the present session, entitled “An act to 
authorize the payment for property lost, captured, 
or destroyed by the enemy, while in the military 
service of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses,” be, and he is hereby, authorized to audit 
and settle the claim of Charles Ross and Samuel 
Breck, surviving executors of John Ross, de- 
ceased, by ascertaining or causing to be ascertain- 
ed, in the manner prescribed in the aforesaid act, 
theamount of damages which they havesustained, 
in consequence of the occupation, by the troops 
of the United States, of Point Petre, in the State 


| of Georgia, in the loss of the rent of the farm at- 


tached thereto, the destruction of the buildings, 
and of the wood, and other fuel thereon. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
amount thereof, when so ascertained, shall be paid 
to the said Charles Ross and Samuel Breck, ex- 
ecutors aforesaid, out of any money in the Trea- 
sury not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 27, 1816. 


An Act concerning the annual sum appropriated for 
arming and equipping the militia. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the annual sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars, as appropriated for the 
purpose of providing arms and military equipments 
tor the militia, either by purchase or manufac- 
ture, according to the act of the twenty-third of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eight, en- 
titled “An act making provision for arming and 
equipping the whole body of the militia of the 
United States,” shall be paid, for each year, re- 
spectively, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
appropriated, to be paid asaloresaid, shall be applied 
for the purpose, and according to the intention 
specified in said aet, without being liable at any 
time to be carried to the account of the surplus 
fund. And nothing in the act of the third of 
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March, one thousand eight hundred and nine, en- 
titled “An act further to amend the several acts 
for: the establishment and regulation of the Trea- 
sury, War, and Navy Departments,” shall be con- 
' strued to authorize the transferring of the sum 
annually appropriated as aforesaid, or any portion 
- thereof, to any other branch of expenditure. 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of Menassah Miner and Isaac 
Denison. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury Department be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and directed to pay to 
Menassah Miner the sum of three hundred and 
three dollars and seventy-four cents, and to Isaac 
Denison the sum of two hundred and fifty-five 
dollars and ninety-two cents, out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for ser- 
vices rendered and expenses incurred by said 
Menassah in providing for his son John Miner, 
and for like services and expenditures rendered 
and incurred by Isaac Denison in providing for 
his son Frederick Denison, while they were dis- 
eased by wounds received by them in the service 
of the United States in defence of Stonington 
Point, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for reducing the licenses to retailers of wines, 
spirituous liquors, and foroign merchandise. 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the 
thirty-first day of December next, the additional 
duties laid on licenses to retailers of wines, spirit- 
uous liquors and foreign merchandise, by the 
third section of the act, entitled “An act to pro- 
videadditional revenues for defraying the expenses 
of Government and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying duties on sales at auction, and on licen- 
ses to retail wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign 
merchandise, and for increasing the rates of post- 
age,” passed on the twenty-third day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, shall 
cease and determine ; and in case of any applica- 
tion for a license to retail, between the thirtieth 
day of June and the first day of January next, a 
license therefor shall, agreeably to the present 
rates of duty, be granted, to expire on the thirty- 
first of December next, on paying to the collector 
a sum which shall bear the same proportion to the 
duty for a year by the existing rates as the time 
for which the license may be granted shall bear 
toa year; and for neglect or failure to obtain 
such license, the same penalty shall be incurred, 
to be recovered in like manner as for the neglect 
or failure to obtain a license under the act, enti- 
tled “An act laying duties on licenses to retailers 
of wines, spirituous liquors, and foreign merchan- 
dise” passed on the second of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen: Provided, That 
after the first-day of January next, no retailer of 
imported salt alone, whose stock in trade shall 
not exceed one hundred dollars, shall be compelled 


to take out a license for retailing the same, nor be 
Hable toany penalty or forfeiture for failing to 
o so. 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act regulating the currency, within the United 
States, of the gold coins of Great Britain, France, 
Portugal, and Spain, and the crowns of France, and 
five franc pieces. 

Be it enacted, §&c., That, from the passage of 
this act, and for three years thereafter, and no 
longer, the following gold and silver coins shall 
pass current as money within the United States, 
and bea legal tender for the payment of all debts 
and demands, at the several and respective rates 
following, and not otherwise, videlicit: the gold 
coins of Great Britainand Portugal, of their pres- 
ent standard, at the rate of one hundred cents 
for every seventy-seven grains, or eighty-eight 
cents and eight-ninths per penny weight; the gold 
coins of France, of their present standard, at the 
rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-seven 
and a half grains, or eighty-seven and a quarter 
cents per penny weight; the gold coins of Spain, 
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty- 
eight and a half grains, or eighty-four cents per 
pennyweight; the crowns of France, at the rate 
of one hundred and seventeen cents and six-tenths, 
per ounce, or one hundred and ten cents for each 
crown weighing eighteen penny weights and sev- 
enteen grains; the five franc pieces, at the rate 
of one hundred and sixteeen cents per ounce, or 
ninety-three cents and three mills for each five 
frane piece, weighing sixteen pennyweights and 
two grains. 

Sec. 2. And bett further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause assays of the foregoing gold and silver 
coins, made current by this act, to be had at the 
Mint of the United States, at least once in every 
year; and to make report of the result thereof to 
Congress. 


Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for tho gradual increase of the Navy of the 
. United States, 


Beit enacted, &c., That, for the gradual in- 
crease of the Navy of the United States, the sum 
of one million of dollars per annum, for eight 
years, is hereby appropriated, including the sum 
of two hundred thousand dollars per annum, for 
three years, or the unexpended balance thereof, 
appropriated by an act approved on the third day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, 
entitled “An act concerning the Naval estab- 
lishment.” 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That the 
President of the United States be, and he is here- 
by authorized, to cause to be built nine ships, to 
rate not less than seventy-four guns each, and 
twelve ships, to rate not less than forty-four guns 
each, including one seventy-four and three furty- 
four gun ships, authorized to be built by an act 
bearing date on the second day of January, one 
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“ An act to increase the Navy of the United 
States ;” and, in carrying this act into effect, the 
President shall be, and he is hereby authorized, 
as soon as the timber and other necessary mate- 
rials are procured, and the timber properly sea- 
soned, to cause the said ships to be built and 
equipped; or, if in his judgment, it will more 
conduce to the public interest, he may cause the 
said ships to be framed and remain on the stocks, 
and kept in the best state of preservation, to be 
prepared for service in the shortest time practi- 
cable, when the public exigency may require 
them. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for 
the defence of the ports and harbors of the Uni- 
ted States, the President shall be, and he is here- 
by, authorized to cause to be procured the steam 
engines, and all the imperishable materials neces- 
sary for building and equipping three steam bat- 
teries, on the most approved plan, and best cal- 
culated for the waters in which they are to act; 
and such materials shall he secured in the best 
manner, to insure the completing such batteries 
in the shortest time practicable, when they, or 
either of them, in the opinion of the President, 
may be required for the public service; and the 
President is further authorized to cause to be 
completed and kept in the best state of preserva- 
tion, the block ship now on the stocks, near New 
Orleans. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
moneys appropriated by this act shall not be 
transferred to any other object of expenditure, 
nor shall any part thereof be carried to the fund 
denominated “the surplus fund.” 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 
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An Act supplementary to an act making alterations 
in the Treasury and War Departments, passed the 
cighth day of May, 1792. 


Be it enacted, §c., ‘That there shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
an additional Accountant of the Department of 
War, whose duty it shall be to adjust and settle 
all the accounts in that Department existing 
at the conclusion of the late war and are now 
unsettled. In the execution of this duty he shall 
conform to the regulations which govern the 
Accountant of the War Department, and shall 
receive the same compensation for his services 
and be entitled to the same privileges of franking. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for de- 
fraying the expenses of clerks to be employed 
under his direction, and for the payment of his 
salary, the sum of cight thousand eight hundred 
and seven dollars is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That thisact 
shall continue in force for one year from the pass- 
ing thereof, and to the end of the next session of 
Congress thereafter, and no longer. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


north of the district of Kaskaskia. 


Be it enacted, §c., That so much of the public 
lands of the United States, heretofore included 
within the land district of Kaskaskia, and lying 
north of the base line in Illinois Territory, shall 
form a new land district, for the disposal of the 
said lands, and for which purpose a land office 
shall be established at Edwardsville, Madison 
county, under the direction of the register of the 
land office and receiver of public moneys to be ap- 
pointed for that purpose, who shall reside at the 
place, give security in the same manner and in 
the same sums, and whose compensation, emolu- 
ments, duties and authority shall, inevery respect, 
be the same in relation to the lands which shall 
be disposed of at their office, as are or may be by 
law provided in relation to the registers and re- 
ceivers of public moneys in the several offices, 
established for the disposal of the lands of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said lands shall be disposed of in the same man- 
ner, and on the same terms and conditions, as are 
or may be provided by law for the sale of public 
lands in the district of Kaskaskia; provided that 
no tract of land, excepted from the sale by virtue 
of any former act, shall be sold by virtue of 
this act. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to increase the compensation of the superin- 
tendents of the manufactories of arms, at Springfield. 
and Harper’s Ferry. 

Be it enacted, §c., That in addition to the pay 
and rations, as at present fixed, of the superin- 
tendents of the manufactories of arms, at Spring- 
field and Harper’s Ferry, they shall receive thirty 
dollars per month, and one ration per day. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the Judges of the Circuit Court, 
and the Attorney for the District of Columbia, to 
prepare a code of jurisprudence for the said District 
Be it enacted, §c., That the judges of the cir- 

cuit court, and the attorney of the District of 

Columbia, be, and they are hereby, authorized to 

prepare and digest a code of jurisprudence, both 

civil and criminal, for the said District, to be 
hereafter submitted to the Congress of the United 

States, to be modified, altered, or adopted, as to 

them shall seem proper. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
sum of one thousand five hundred dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid to the 
said judges and the attorney aforesaid, asa com- 
pensation for their services in this respect, out of 
any money in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act authorizing payment for prisoners captured 
by private armed vessels. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the 

Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
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quired to settle and pay unto the owners, officers, 
and crews of private armed vessels, the bounty 
allowed by Jaw for the prisoners captured and 
brought into port, and delivered to the agent of 
the Uuited States, captured on board any British 
vessel after the exchange of the ratifications of 
the treaty of peace between the United States 
and Great Britain, but before the said treaty took 
effect in the latitude wherein the capture was 
made; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized to pay the aforesaid claims 
out of any moneys in the Treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


——— 


An Act for settling the compensation of the commis- 
sioners, clerk, and translator of the board for land 
claims in the eastern and western district for the 
Territory of Orleans, now State of Louisiana. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury, in settling the accounts 
for compensation to the commissioners, the clerk 
and translator of the board for adjusting the titles 
and claims to lands in the eastera and western 
district of the Territory of Orleans, now State of 
Louisiana, shall allow to them, respectively, for 
the lime they were actually employed in discharge 
of the duties aforesaid, at the rate of the following 
annual compensation: to each of the commission- 
ers, two thousand dollars; to the clerk, one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars; and to the translator, 
one thousand dollars; which allowance shall com- 
mence, for the commissioners, clerk, and trans- 
lator for the eastern district, on the first of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and nine, and con- 
tinue until the first day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and tor the commis- 
sioners, clerk, and translator for the western dis- 
trict, on the first day of January, one thousand 
eight hundred and eleven, and continue until the 
eleventh day of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, and shall include the moneys they 
may have received, or are entitled to, according 
to the existing laws, and shall be in full for all 
service rendered by them in relation to the lands 
within the said district. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act making an appropriation for enclosing and 
improving the public square near the Capitol; and 
to abolish the office of Commissioners of the Public 
Buildings, and of Superintendent, and for the ap- 
pointment of one Commissioner of the Public Build- 
ings. 

Be it enacted, £c, That a sum not exceeding 
thirty thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be applied under the direction of 
the President of the United States, to enclosing 
and improving the public square, east of the Capi- 
tol, which sum shall be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of any aet or acts as authorizes the ap- 
pointment of three commissioners, for the super- 
intendence of the public buildings, be, and the 
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same is hereby, repealed; and in lieu of the said 
commissioners, there shall be appointed, by the 
President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, one Commis- 
sioner, who shall hold no other office under the 
authority of the United States, and who shall 
perform all the duties with which the said three 
commissioners were charged, and whose duty it 
shall also be to contract fur, and superiatend the 
enclosing and improvements of the public square, 
under the direction of the President of the United 
States. ; 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
shall be allowed to the said Commissioner a sal- 
ary of two thousand dollars, to be paid quarterly, 
cut of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of such persons as may have been 
appointed to superintend the repairing of the pub- 
lic buildings, to deliver up unto the Commissioner 
who shall be appoiated in virtue of this act, all 
plans, draughts, books, records, accounts, cou- 
tracts, bonds, obligations, securities, and other 
evidence of debt in their possession, which belong 
to their offices. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the third day of March next, the office 
of superintendent, established by act of Congress 
of first May, one thousand eight hundred and 
two, shall cease, and thereafter the duties of said 
otfice shall be performed by the Commissioner to 
be appointed by virtue of this act; and to whom 
the superintendent shall deliver all documents, 
securities, books, and papers, relating to said 
office; and from and after the third day of March 
next, the Commissioner aforesaid shall be vested 
with all the powers and perform all the duties 
conferred upon the superintendent aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and hereby is, 
authorized and empowered, in repairing the pub- 
lie buildings in the City of Washington, to make 
such alterations in the plans thereof, respectively, 
as he shall judge proper, for the better accommo- 
dation of the two Houses of Congress, the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the various de- 
partments of the Government, or any of them, 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to provide for the appointment of a surveyor 
of the public lands in the Territories of Hilinois and 
Missouri. 

Beit enacted, §c., Thata surveyor of the lands 
of the United States in the Territories of Hlinois 
and Missouri shall be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to engage a sufficient number of skilful 
surveyors as his deputies, and to cause so much 
of the land abovementioned as the President 
of the United States shall direct, and to which 
the titles of the Indian tribes have been extin- 
guished, to be surveyed and divided in the man- 
ner, and to do and perform all such other acts 
in relation to such lands, as the Surveyor Gen- 
eral is authorized and directed to do, in rela- 
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tion to the same, or the lands lying northwest of 
the river Ohio: and it shall also be the duty of 
the surveyor to cause to be surveyed the lands in 
the said Territories, the claims to which have 
been, or hereafter may be, confirmed by any act 
of Congress, which have not already been sur- 
veyed according to law; and generally to do and 
perform all and singular the duties required by 
law to be performed by the principal deputy sur- 
veyor for the Territory of Missouri; and shall 
transmit to the registers of the land offices with- 
in the said Territories, respectively, general and 
particular plats of all the lands surveyed, or to be 
surveyed, and shall also forward copies of said 
plats to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office; fix the compensation of the deputy sur- 
veyors, chain carriers and axemen: Provided, 
That the whole expense of surveying and mark- 
ing the lines shall not exceed three dollars for 
every mile that shall be run, surveyed, and marked. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
surveyor of the lands of the United States, ap- 
pointed in pursuance of this act, shall be allowed 
an annual compensation of one thousand dollars, 
and shall be entitled to reecive from individuals 
the following fees: that is to say, for recording 
the surveys executed by any of the deputies, at 
the rate of twenty-five cents for every mile of 
the boundary line of such survey, and for a certi- 
fied copy of a plat of a survey in his office twenty- 
five cents, and that all the plats of surveys, and 
all other papers and documents pertaining, or 
which did pertain to the office of the Surveyor 
General under the Spanish Government within 
the limits of the Territory of Missouri, or to the 
office of principal deputy surveyor for said Terri- 
tory, or pertaining to the office of Surveyor Gen- 
eral, or to any office heretofore established or au- 
thorized for the purpose of executing or recording 
surveys of lands within the limits of the Territo- 
ries of Missouri and Illinois, shall be delivered to 
the surveyors of the lands of the United States, 
authorized to be appointed by this act; and any 
plat of survey duly certified by the said surveyor 
shall be admitted as evidence in any of the courts 
of the United States or Territories thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the act entitled “An act extending the 
powers of the Surveyor General to the Territory 
of Louisiana, and for other purposes,” passed 
February twenty-eighth, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and six, as provides for the appointment of 
principal deputy surveyor, and so much of any 
act of Congress heretofore passed, as is repugnant 
to, or inconsistent with, any provision of this act, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act making appropriations for carrying into effect 
a treaty between the United States and the Chero- 
kee tribe of Indians, concluded at Washington, on 
the twenty-second day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, tor the purpose of 
Carrying into effect a treaty between the United 


States and the Cherokee nation of Indians, con- 
cluded and signed at Washington, on the twenty- 
second day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen, the sum of twenty-eight thousand 
six hundred dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act providing for the sale of certain lands in the 
State of Ohio, formerly set apart for refugees from 
Canada and Nova Scotia. 


Be it enacted, &c., That such part of the tract 
of land which was set apart for refugees from 
Canada and Nova Scotia, by the act of Congress, 
passed the eighteenth day of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and one, entitled “An act reg- 
ulating the grants of land appropriated for the 
refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
and Nova Scotia,” which has not been located 
by the said refugees, shall be attached to, and 
madea part of the land district of Chillicothe; and 
the said unlocated land shall be offered for sale to 
the highest bidder, under the direction of the 
register cf the land office and of the receiver of 
public moneys for the said district, at Chillicothe, 
on such day as shall, by proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, be designated for that 
purpose; the sale shall remain open six days, and 
no longer; the lands shall not be sold for less 
than two dollars an acre, and shall in every other 
respect be sold in tracts of the same size, and on 
the same terms and conditions as have been or 
may be provided for lands in the said district. 
All the said unlocated land, remaining unsold at 
the close of the public sales, may be disposed of 
at private sale by the register of the said land 
office, in the same manner, under the same regu- 
lations, for the same price, and on the same terms 
as are or may be provided by law for the sale of 
lands in the said district; and patents shall be 
obtained in the same manner, and on the same 
terms, as for other public lands in the said district. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the 
superintendents of the public sales directed by this 
act shall each receive four dollars a day for each 
day’s attendance on the said sales. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act supplemental to the act, entitled “An act 
regulating and defining the duties of the Judges of 
the Territory of Illinois,” and for vesting in the 
courts of the Territory of Indiana a jurisdiction in 
chancery cases, arising in the said Territory. 


Be ii enacted, &c., That when a new county 
shall be established in the Territory of IHinvis, 
by the Legislature thereof, such new county shali 
be attached to the judicial circuit from which the 
largest portion thereof is taken; and it shall be 
the duty of the judges allotted to such circuit, in 
pursuance of the act to which this is a supple- 
ment, to hold courts in such new county twice IR 
each year, at such time and place as the Legisla- 
ture of the Territory may designate. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when 
any judge in the said Territory shall be unable 


to hold the courts within the circuit to which he) 


is allotted, by reason of any disability, it shall be 
the duty of the judge allotted to the circuit near- 
est thereto, to hold the courts in such circuit, 
until the disability of the judge allotted to the 
circuit shall be removed, or (in case of the death 


or resignation of a judge) until a successor is ap- | 


pointed. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That the 
judge of any circuit within the said Territory 
shall have power to appoint a clerk to each court 
within his court, (circuit,) and to fill any vacancy 
occasioned by the death or resignation of the 
clerk. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That when 
any person charged with felony shall be commit- 
ted to prison, in any county within the Territory 
aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Governor of 
the Territory’to issue his writ, directed to the 
judge allotted to the circuit including the county 
where such accused person may be committed, 
commanding him to hold a court of oyer and ter- 
miner, for the trial of the accused; and it shall 
be the duty of the judge to whom such writ is 
directed, to hold the court at the court-house of 
the county at such time as may be specified in 
such writ; and all process issued, or proceedings 
had before the writ shall be issued, shall be re- 
turned to the said court of oyer and terminer. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this 
act, and the act to which this is supplemental, 
shall be and remain in force until the end of the 
next session of the Legislature of the said Terri- 
tory, and no longer; and the Legislature of the 
said Territory shall have power and authority to 
rake laws in all cases, for the good government 
of the Territory aforesaid, not repugoant to the 
principles and articles of the ordinances, and to 
organize the courts of the said Territory, and 
prescribe the times and places of their sesston. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
General Court of the Territory of Indiana be, and 
it is hereby, authorized and empowered to exer- 
cise chancery powers as well as a common law 
jurisdiction, under such regulations as the Legis- 
lature of said Territory may prescribe. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to alter certain parts of the act providing for 
the government of the T'erritory of Missouri. 


Be it enacted, §-c., That the electors of the 
Territory of Missouri, entitled to vote for mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives of the Ter- 
ritory, at the time of electing the representatives 
to the General Assembly, shall in each county in 
said Territory elect one member of the legislative 
council to serve fur two years and no longer, 
qualified according to the provisions of the fifth 
section of the “Act providing for the guvernment 
of the Territory of Missouri, passed June fourth, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, a ma- 
jority of whom shall be a quorum, and shall pos- 
sess the same powers as are granted to the legis- 


lative council by the said recited act: and in case 
of vacancy of a member of the legislative coun- 
cil, by resignation or otherwise, the Governor of 
the Territory shall issue a writ to the county to 
elect another person to serve the residue of the 
term. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of the eighth section of the said recited act 
as requires the General Assembly of said Terri- 
tory to meet once in each year be repealed, and 
the said General Assembly shall meet once in 
every other year at St. Louis, and such mecting 
shall be on the first Monday in December, un- 
less they shall by law appoint a different day: 
Provided, That the Governor for the time being 
shall have authority by proclamation to convene 
the General Assembly whenever he shall deem 
the interest of the Territory may require it. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
General Assembly of the said Territory shall be, 
and are hereby, authorized to require the judges 
of the superior court of the said Territory to hold 
superior and circuit courts, to appoint the times 
and places of holding the same, and under such 
rales and regulations as the General Assembly 
may in that behalf prescribe; the circuit courts 
shall be composed of one of the said judges, and 
shall have jurisdiction ia all criminal cases, and 
exclusive original jurisdiction in all those which 
are capital, and original jurisdiction in all civil 
cases of the value of one hundred dollars, and the 
superior and circuit courts shall possess and exer- 
cise chancery powers as well as common law ju- 
risdiction in all civil cases: Provided, That there 
shall be an appeal in matters of law and equity, 
in all cases, from the cireuit courts to the superior 
court of the said Territory. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That such 
part of the said recited acts as is repugnant to, or 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of William Crawford, Frederick 
Bates, William Garrard, and Thomas B. Rob- 
ertson. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury be, aud they are 
hereby, authorized and required to allow and pay 
to William Crawford, commissioner of land 
claims east of Pearl river, the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, for carrying his report upon land 
claims to the General Jand Office, at the city of 
Washington. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to allaw and 
pay to Frederick Bates, recorder of land titles for 
the Territory of Missouri, the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, for carrying his report upon land 
claims to the General Land Office, at the city of 
Washington. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to ailow and 
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pay to William Garrard, commissioner of land 
claims for the western district of the State of 
Louisiana, and to Thomas Bolling Robertson. 
commissioner of land claims for the eastern dis- 
trict of Louisiana, the sum of five hundred dol- 
lars each, for carrying the reports upon Jand 
claims to the General Land Office, at the city of 
Washington. 

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That a sum 
not exceeding two thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, for the purposes 
aforesaid, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to indemnify Jabez Mowry and others. 


Be ut enacted, §c., That upon the payment by 
Jabez Mowry, John W. C. Baxter, Samuel 
Wheeler, Jonathan Bartlett, Josiah Dana, and 
Aaron Hayden, citizens of the United States, of 
certain bonds now in suit in the district court of 
Maine, given by them to the United States, for 
duties on goods imported into the district of Pas- 
samaquoddy, amounting to the sum of sixty-five 
thousand five hundred and eight dollars and sev- 
enteen cents, which bonds, on the capture of 
Eastport, on the eleventh day of July, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fourteen, fell into the 
hands of the enemy, and were afterwards, by the 
vice admiralty court of Nova Seotia, decreed for- 
feit, and the amount thereof ordered to be distri- 
buted among the captors, and attachments issued 
against the principals and sureties in said bonds, 
to compel the payment thereof, the United States 
will indemnify the principals and sureties in said 
bonds, and save them: harmless against the loss 
thereof, and for the expenses alrcady incurred by 
them in conseyuence of said loss; which expenses 
shall be ascertained by the accounting officers of 
the Treasury, and paid out of any moneys therein, 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for the relief of John Holkar, formerly Consul 
Generul of France, to the United States. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department be, and they hereby 
are, authorized and directed to settle the account 
of John Holkar, formerly Consul General of 
France to the United States, for thirty-seven loan- 
office certificates, amounting to twenty-one thou- 
sand seven hundred dollars nominal. that is to 
say: three hundred dollars thereof issued from 
the loan office of New Hampshire; seven thous- 
and nine hundred dollars thereof issued from the 
loan office of Massachusetts; eight hundred dol- 
lars thereof issued from the loan office of Rhode 
Island; twelve hundred dollarsthereof issued from 
the loan ¢ ficeof New York; and eleven thousand 
five hundred dollars thereof issued from the loan 
office of Georgia; all of which had been signed 
by Francis Hopkinson, Treasurer of Loans, and 
countersigned by the loan officers of the States 
respectively, and which were destroyed by fire 


in the consulate office at Philadelphia, on the sec- 
ond day of January, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty; and that the specie 
value thereof. being five thousand eight hundred 
and three dollars, thirty-five ninetieths, be paid, 
with interest thereon, at six per cent., from the 
third day of July, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight, being the mean data of inter- 
est on the same, as examined and stated in the 
office of the Auditor of the Treasury, on the twen- 
ty-fifih day of October, one thousand seven hund- 
red and ninety-four, to the said John Holkar, out 
of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, upon the said John Holkar giving a 
bond of indemnity, to the satisfaction of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury of the United 
States. 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act for the confirmation of certain claims to land 
in the western district of the State of Louisiana, and 
in the Territory of Missouri. 


Whereas, by the eighth section of the act of 
third March, one thousand eight hundred and 
seven. it is required that the commissioners for 
ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims 
to Jand in the then Territories of Orleans and 
Louisiana, should arrange their reports into three 
general classes, the second of which classes should 
contain claims which, though not embraced by 
the provisions of the several acts of Congress, 
ought nevertheless, in the opinion of the commis- 
sioners, to be confirmed, in conformity with the 
laws, usages, and customs of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment: And whereas the commissioners, in and 
for the western district of the State of Louisiana, 
formerly Territory of Orleans, in their several re- 
ports of the sixteenth of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve, fourth of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, ninth of 
March, ene thousand eight hundred and thirteen, 
sixth of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
filteen, first of May, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, and fourth of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, have formed this second 
class, recommending the claims which it em- 
braces for confirmation, and have designated the 
same by letter B,and the register of the land 
office and receiver of public moneys, acting as 
commissioners for adjusting the titles and claims 
to land in the said district, in their report, dated 
the thirtieth day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifteen, under the act giving further 
time for registering claims to land in the western 
district of the Territory of Orleans, passed the 
tenth day of March, one thousand eight hundred 
and twelve, the “Act giviog further ume for re- 
gistering claims to land in the eastern and west- 
ern districts of the Territory of Orleans,” passed 
the twenty-seventh day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirteen, and the act of the 
twelfth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, have arranged the claims into the 
following classes, to wil: one, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven: Therefore, 
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Be it enacted, §c., That the claims marked B 

and described in the several classes in the above- 
mentioned reports of the commissioners for the 
western district of the State of Louisiana, for- 
merly Territory of Orleans, and recommended by 
them for confirmation, be, and the same are here- 
by, confirmed: Provided, nevertheless, That un- 
der no one claim shall any person or persons be 
entitled, under this act, to more than the quantity 
contained in a league square. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 
claims embraced in the reports of the recorder of 
land titles, acting as commissioner for ascertain- 
ing and adjusting the titles and claims to land in 
the Territory of Missouri, dated November first, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and Feb- 
ruary second, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, where the decision of the said commis- 
sioner is in favor of the claimants, shall be, and 
the same are hereby, confirmed, to wit: confirma- 
tions of village claims, under the act of Congress 
of the thirteenth day of June, one thousand cight 
hundred and twelve; grants of the late board of 
commissioners, appointed for ascertaining and 
adjusting the titles and claims to land in the Ter- 
ritory of Missouri, exteaded by virtue of the fourth 
section of the act of the third of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirteen ; grants and con- 
firmations under the several acts of Congress, 
commencing with the act of the thirteenth day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in 
all cases not provided for by law for patent certi- 
ficates to issue, every person, and the legal repre- 
sentative of every person, whose claim to a tract 
of land is confirmed by this or any former act, 
and who has not already obtained a patent certi- 
ficate for the same, shall, whenever his ciaim shall 
have been located and surveyed according to law, 
be entitled to receive from the register of the land 
office at Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, or 
from the recorder of land titles in the Territory of 
Missouri, as the case may be, a certificate, stating 
that the claimant is entitled to a patent for such 
tract of land, by virtue of this act; for which cer- 
tificate the officer issuing the same shall receive 
one dollar, and the certificate shall entitle the 
party to a patent for the tract of land, which shall 
issue in like manner as is provided by law for 
patents to issue for lands purchased of the United 
States. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


ated, that is to say: For the pay of the Army of 
the United States, one million one hundred nine- 
ty-six thousand four hundred and ninety-six dol- 
lars. For subsistence, one million forty-three 
thousand three hundred and fifty-five dollars. 
For forage for officers, twenty-five thousand six 
hundred and ninety-two dollars. For bounties 
and premiums, fifty-six thousand dollars. For 
clothing, three hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars. For the medical and hospital department, 
one hundred thousand dollars. For the quarter- 
master’s department, three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. For fortifications, eight hundred 
and thirty-eight thousand dollars. For contin- 
gencies, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
For the Indian department, two hundred thous- 
and dollars. For the purchase of horses for the 
artillery, fifty thousand dollars. For the purchase 
of maps, plans, books, and instruments, for the 
War Office, twenty-five hundred dollars. For 
the erection of buildings at West Point, including 
arrearages, one hundred fifteen thousand eight 
hundred dollars. For the purchase of maps, plans, 
books, and instruments, for the Military Academy, 
twenty-two thousand one hundred and seventy- 
one dollars. For defraying the expenses incurred 
by calling out the militia during the late war, in 
addition to the sums herctofore appropriated by 
law to that object, one million two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. For the payment of dam- 
ages sustained by the ships and vessels sunk at 
tbe entrance of the port of Baltimore, to prevent 
the ships of the enemy from passing the fort and 
entering the harbor, fifteen thousand one hundred 
eighty-eight dollars and fifty cents, being part 
of the amount of an appropriation of two hund- 
red fifty thousand dollars, heretofore made, and 
by the President of the United States transferred 
to other objects. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
several sums specifically appropriated by this act, 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act authorizing the payment of a sum of money 
to Joseph Stewart, and others. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be,and he is hereby, authorized and re- 
quired to pay to Joseph Stewart, and his asso- 
ciates, of Dorchester county, in the State of Ma- 
ryland, or to their legal representatives, the sum 
of one thousand eight hundred dollars, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated; which money is paid to them for their gal- 
lantry and good conduct in capturing, during the 
late war, a tender belonging to the Dauntless, 
British ship-of-war, and taking eighteen prison- 
ers, to wit: one lieutenant, one midshipman, thir- 
teen seamen, and three marines, and as compen- 
sation for the prisoners so taken. 

Sesc. 2, And be it further enacted, That any 
claim which the United States may have to the 
said captured vessel and property shall be, and 
the same is hereby, released to the said captors, 


An Act making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Establishment of the United States, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 


Be it enacted, §c., ‘That, for defrayiag the ex- 
penses of the Military Establishment of the Uni- 
ted States, for the year one thousand eight hund- 
red and sixteen, for the Indian department, for 
fortifications, for the expenses of the public build- 
ings at West Point, and for the purchase of maps, 
plans, books, and instruments, for the Military 
‘Academy at said place, the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, respectively appropri- 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized and required to pay, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of five hundred dollars, in equal proportions, 
to Matthew Guy and John Woodward, of Prince 
William county, in Virginia, and Samuel Jenni- 
son and Wilfred Drury, of St. Mary’s county, in 
Maryland, orto their legal representatives; which 
is paid to them as an evidence of the sense enter- 
tained of their valor and good conduct in captur- 
ing a boat belonging to the enemy, in Clement’s 
bay, in Potomac river, in December, one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen; making prisoners of 
the crew, consisting of a midshipman and four 
seamen, with their arms; and also as compensa- 
tion for the prisoners so taken and delivered to 
the proper officers of the United States. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act concerning pre-emption rights given in the 
urchase of lands to certain settlers in the State of 
ouisiana, and in the Territories of Missouri and 

Illinois. 


Be it enacted, §c., That any person, and the 
legal representatives of any person, entitled to a 
reference in becoming the purchaser, from the 
United States, of a tract of land at private sale, 
ia the State of Louisiana, and in the Territories 
of Missouri and Illinois, according to the provi- 
sions of the act, entitled “An act giving the right 
of pre-emption, in the purchase of lands, to certain 
settlers in the Illinois Territory,” passed Febru- 
ary fifth, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
teen, aud the fifth section of the “Act for the 
fioal adjustment of land titles in the State of Lou- 
isiana, and Territory of Missouri,” passed April 
twelfih, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
who is settled on a fraction of a section or frac- 
tional quarter-section, containing less than one 
hundred and sixty acres, shall have the privilege 
of purchasing one or more adjoining fractional 
quarter-sections, or the adjoining quarter section, 
including their improvements, or the fraction im- 
proved by them, at their option; and the provi- 
sions of the said recited acts are hereby made ap- 
plicable to them, so far as they are consistent with 
the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in 
cases where two or more persons, entitled to the 
right of pre-emption, shall be settled upon one 
quarter or fractional quarter section of land, each 
person shall be authorized to purchase one or 
more quarter sections, or fractional quarter sec- 
tions, of the section or fractional section of land 
upon which they are so settled; and the section 
or fractional section upon which such persons are 
settled shall be equally divided between them, in 
such manner as the register and receiver, within 
whose district the land lies, shall determine and 
direct, so as to secure, as far as may be practica- 
bie, to every such person their improvements re- 
spectively; and where the improvement of such 
person shall be upon two or mere quarter sec- 
tions, such person shall be entitled to purchase 


the quarter sections upon which his improvement 


Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act declaring the consent of Congress to acts of 
the State of South Carolina, authorizing the City 
Council of Charleston to impose and collect a duty 
on the tonnage of vessels from foreign ports; and to 
acts of the State of Georgia, authorizing the impo- 
sition and collection of a duty on the tonnage of 
vessels in the ports of Savannah and St. Mary’s. 
Re it enacted, §&c., That the consent of Con- 

gress be, and is hereby, granted and declared to 
the operation of any act of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of South Carolina, now in ex- 
istence, or which may hereafter be passed, so far 
as the same extends, or may extend, to authorize 
the City Council of Charleston, to impose and 
levy a duty, not exceeding ten cents per ton, on 
all ships and vessels of the United States, which 
shall arrive and be entered in the port of Charles- 
ton, from any foreign port or place, for the pur- 
pose of providing a fund for the temporary relief 
and maintenance of sick or disabled seamen in 
the marine hospital of the said port of Charles- 
ton. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That the 
collector of the port of Charleston be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to collect the duties imposed 
or authorized to be imposed by this act, and to 
pay the same to such persons as shall be author- 
ized to receive the same by the City Council of 
Charleston, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
consent of Congress be, and is hereby, granted 
and declared to the operation of any act of the 
General Assembly of the State of Georgia, now 
in existence, or which may hereafter be passed, so 
far as the same extends, or may extend, to au- 
thorize the levying and collecting a tonnage duty, 
not exceeding two cents per ton upon coasting 
vessels, and four cents per ton upon vessels from 
foreign ports, arriving at and entering the ports 
of Savannah and St. Mary’s, for the purpose of 
providing a fund for the payment of the fees of 
the harbor master and health officer of those 
ports respectively : Provided, the said acts shall 
not contain provisions inconsistent with the op- 
eration of any law of the United States made in 
execution of existing treaties. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this 
act shall be in force for five years, and from thence 
to the eud of the next session of Congress there- 
after, and no longer. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to authorize the survey of two millions of acres 
of the public lands, in licu of that quantity hereto- 
forc authorized to be surveyed, in the Territory of 
Michigan, as military bounty lands. 

Be it enacted, §c.. That so much of the * Act 
to provide for designating, surveying, and grant- 
ing the military bounty lands,” approved the sixth 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
twelve, as authorizes the President of the United 
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States to cause to be surveyed two millions of 
acres of the lands of the United States, in the 
Territory of Michigan, for the purpose of satis- 
fying the bounties of land promised to the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers of the United 
States be, and the same is hereby, repealed ; and 
in lieu of the said two millions of acres of land, 
the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause to be surveyed, of 
the lands of the United States fit for cultivation, 
not otherwise appropriated, and to which the In- 
dian title is extinguished, one million five hun- 
dred thousand acres, in the Illinois Territory, and 
five hundred thousand acres, in the Missouri Ter- 
ritory, north of the river Missouri; the said lands 
shall be divided into townships, and subdivided 
into sections and quarter sections, (each quarter 
section to contain, as near as possible, one hun- 
dred and sixty acres,) in the manner prescribed 
by law for surveying and subdividing the other 
lands of the United States; and the lands thus 
surveyed, with the exception of the salt springs 
and lead mines therein, and of the quantities of 
land adjacent thereto as may be reserved for the 
use of the same by the President of the United 
States, and the section number sixteen in every 
township, to be granted to the inhabitants of 
such township for the use of public schools, shall, 
according to the provisions of the above recited 
act, be set apart for the purpose of satisfying the 
bounties of land promised to the non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers of the late Army of 
the United States, their heirs and legal represen- 
tatives, by the act entitled “An act for comple- 
ting the existing Military Establishment, ap- 
proved the twenty-fourth day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven, and by the 
act entitled An act to raise an additional mili- 
tary force,” approved the eleventh day of Janu- 
ary, onc thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That every 
person in whose favor any warrant for military 
land bounty is issued, shall be, and is hereby, au- 
thorized to draw by lot one of the quarter sec- 
tions surveyed by virtue of this act, and shall 
obtain a patent therefor, in the same manner, in 
every respect, as is or shall be provided by law 
for patents to issue for other military land boun- 
ties, or as is provided by the act first above reci- 
ted for patents to issue for such lands. 

Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act supplementary to the act passed the thirtieth 
of March, onc thousand cight hundred and two, to 
regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers. 


Be it enacted, &c., That licenses to trade with 
the Indians within the territorial limits of the 
United States shall not be granted to any but 
citizens of the United States, unless by the ex- 
press direction of the President of the United 
States, and upon such terms and conditions as 
the public interest may, in his opinion, require. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 
goods, wares, and merchandise, carried by a for- 


remainder to the United States: Provided, That 
the goods, wares, and merchandise are seized 
prior to their sale to an Indian, or Indian tribe, 
and the articles purchased are seized before they 
are removed beyond the limits of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if a 
foreigner go into any country which is allotted 
or secured by treaty to either of the Indian tribes 
within the territorial limits of the United States, 
or to which the Indian title has not been extin- 
guished, without a passport first had and obtained 
from the Governor of one of the States or Ter- 
ritories of the United States, adjoining the coun- 
try into which he may go, or the officer of the 
troops of the United States, commanding at the 
nearest post on the frontiers, or such other person 
as the President of the United States may from 
time to time authorize to grant the same, he 
shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of not less 
than fifty or more than one thousand dollars; or 
be imprisoned not less than one month, or more 
than twelve months, at the discretion of the 
court, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That trials 
for offences against this act shall be had in the 
courts of the United States of the territory in 
which the person accused may be arrested, or in 
the circuit court of the United States, of the dis- 
trict into which he may be first carried, after his 
arrest. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each 
and every person charged with a violation of the 
second section of this act shall, if arrested, be in- 
dicted and tried in ane of the courts aforesaid, 
and that the conviction of the accused shall au- 
thorize the court to cause the goods intended to 
be sold to, and articles purchased from the In- 
dians, belonging to him, or taken in his posses- 
sion, to be sold, one-half to the use of the inform- 
er, and the other to the use of the United States. 
But if goods intended to be sold, or articles pur- 
chased from the Indians contrary to the provi- 
sions of this act, should be seized, and the owner 
or person in possession of them should make his 
escape, or from any other cause cannot be brought 
to trial, it shall and may be lawful for the United 
States Attorney of the Territory in which they 
may be seized, or the District Attorney of the 
United States, of the district into which they 
may have been first carried after they are seized, 
to proceed against the said goods intended to be 
sold to, or articles purchased from the Indians, in 
the manner directed to be observed in the case of 

oods, wares, or merchandise brought into the 
jnited States in violation of the revenue laws, 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the 
President of the United States be, and he hereby 
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is, authorized to use the military force of the 

United States whenever it may be necessary to 

-earry into effect this act, as far as it relates to 

-seizure of goods to be sold to, or articles already 

purchased from the Indians, or to the arrest of 

persons charged with violating its provisions, 
Approved, April 29, 1816. 


An Act to increase the salary of the Register of the 
Treasury. 

Be it enacted, §c., That there be allowed and 
paid to the Register of the Treasury, for his an- 
nual salary, from the first of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixteen, the sum of three 
thousand dollars. 

Approved, April 30, 1816. 


An Act concerning Invalid Pensioners. 


Be it enacted, £c., That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, directed to place the follow- 
ing named persons on the pension list of invalid 
pensioners of the United States, who shall be en- 
titled to and receive pensions according to the 
rates, and commencing at the times herein men- 
tioned, that is to say: 

John Huie, at the rate of twenty dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh of 
December, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Erastus Desbrow, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

John B. Williams, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the twelfth of September, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Ptolemy Sheldon, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the ninth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Humphrey Webster, at the rate of seventeen 
dollars per month, to commence on the first of 
June, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Asa Glazier, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-sixth of Jan- 
vary, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Joseph Westcott, at the rate of six dollars and 
sixty-seven cents per month, to commence on the 
sixth of January, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Alston Fort, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the sixteenth of Septem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Luther Gregory, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-second of 
February, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Henry Parks, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-second of 
February, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 


Lemuel Hewlit, at the rate of four dollars per j 


month, to commence on the twelfth of January, 
eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Peter Mills, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the fifth of January, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirteen. 

Bethuel Goodrich, junior, at the rate of four 
dollars per month, to commence on the eighteenth 
of November, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

William Vineyard, at the rate of four dollars 


per month, to commence on the second of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Aaron Stewart, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourth of October, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Michael McDermott, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-filth of 
March. eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

William Bowyer, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the tenth of October, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Samuel Jacaway, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the ninth of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Joseph S. Van Driesen, at the rate of eight dol- 
lars per month, to commence on the fuurth of 
March, eighteen hundred and thirteen. 

Jacob Kendelsperyer, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the seventeenth of 
November, eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Thomas Fugate, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the thirty-first of May, 
eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Cornelius Williams, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the cighteenth of De- 
cember, cighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Jobn B. Fuller, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-eighth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Michael Chapu, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to ecmmence on the fifth of February, 
eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Joseph Henderson, at the rate of eight dollars 
and fifty cents per month, to commence on the 
twenty-fourth of December, eighteen hundred 
and fourteen. 

John Pidgeon, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighth of February, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

George Fitzsimmons, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the first of June, 
eighteen hundred and fitteen. 

Jesse Beach, al the rate of twenty dollars per 
month, to commence on the third of January, 
eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Daniel Stage, at the rate of eight dotlars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-sixth of Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Daniel Bailey, at the rate cf four dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of De- 
cember, eightcen hundred and fifteen. 

Calvin Barnes, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourteenth of Febru- 
ary, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Noble Morse, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the thirty-first of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

David McCracken, junior, at the rate of eight 
dollars per month, to commence on the ninth of 
February, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

Joho Patterson, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-ninth of De- 
cember. eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Thomas Baldwin, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the sixth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 
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Zenas Hastings, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-niath of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

James Nowell, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the fifth of April, eigh- 
teen hundred and eleven. 

Charles Hagin, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighth of November, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Joseph Foster, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the tenth of October, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Levie Frisbie, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the ninth of November, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Joseph Gillett, at the rate of seventeen dollars 
per month, to commence on the eighteenth of 
April, eighteen hundred and filteen. 

Samuel Truby, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the ninth of September, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

David Hawkins, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the seventeenth of No- 
vember, eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Philip Ulmer, at the rate of fifteen dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-second of 
January. eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

John Harnilton, at the rate of ten dollars per 
month, to commence on the fifth day of February, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

Nathaniel Thompson, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the sixteenth of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifteen. 

John Downs, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-second of 
March, eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

John Fenton, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the sixth of February, 
eighteen hundred and sixteen. 

William Collins, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of Janu- 
ary, one thousand eight bundred and sixteen. 

James Allen, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the third of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

William Richardson, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the twelfth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

James Devourix, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighth of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Nathaniel Clark, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the twentieth of Febru- 
ary, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

John Haskell, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the eleventh of Decem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

James Nourse, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the seventeenth of No- 
vember, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

John McNulty, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twelfth of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Joseph Kerr, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, lo commence on the twenty-third of Octc- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fileen, 


James Guthrie, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and fif- 


teen. 


Stephen M. Conger, at the rate of four dollars 


per month, to commence on the seventeenth of 


October, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 
Socrates Swift, at the rate of eight dollars per 


month, to commence on the eighteenth of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fificen. 


Nathan Lockwood, at the rate of four dollars 


per month, to commence on the first of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Samuel Gurnee, at the rate of cight dollars per 


month, to commence on the sixth of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 


Emory Lowman, at the rate of eight dollars 


per month, to commence on the sixteenth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


John McMillan, at the rate of filteen dollars per 


month, to commence on the twenty-third of Au- 
gust, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Reuben Goolsby, at the rate cf four dollars per 


month, to commence on the first of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 


William Rhodes, at the rate of four dollars per 


month, to commence on the third of November, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 


Daniel Ruminer, at the rate of six dollars per 


month, to commence on the fourth of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Beverly Williams, at the rate of twenty dollars 


per month, to commence on the twenty-fourth 
of September, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen. 


James Shaw, at the rate of eight dollars per 


month, to commence on the fifth of September, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Edmund Borum, at the rate of eight dollars per 


month, tocommence on the twenty-first of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


Matthew Williams, at the rate of six dollars 


per month, to commence on the eleventh of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 


William L. Sypert, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-fourth of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Samuel Scott, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

David Hubbard, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the seventeenth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Hugh Hays, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourth of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and filteen. 

William Dennie, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the sixteenth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

John Bruce, at the rate of six dollars per month, 
to commence on the sixteenth of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

George Slecker, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the wenty-third of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Robert C. Davis, at the rate of six dollars per 
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month, to commence on the fifteenth of Septem- 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Bracket Davison, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the seventeenth of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

W. I. Shumate, at the rate of fourteen dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-seventh 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Alexander M. Gray, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-seventh 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

John Patterson, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of Sep- 
tember, onc thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Paul Bonnel, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-ninth of Jan- 
uary, one thousand cight hundred and sixteen. 

Daniel Hannah, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-eighth of Feb- 
ruary, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Joshua Mercer, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Samuel Schoonover, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the eighteenth of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Alston Cook, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-sixth of Oc- 
tober, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

John Chittim, at the rate of six dollars per 
month, to commence on the first of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Abraham Johnson, at the rate of five dollars 
and thirty-three cents and one third of a cent per 
month, to commence on the eleventh of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Thomas Gadd, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the eleventh of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

William O'Neal, at the rate of four dollars per 
month,to commence the fifteenth day of February, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Thomas Edmondson, at the rate of four dollars 
per month, to commence the twenty-seventh day 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Josiah B. Pachard, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the twenty-second 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen. 

John Q. Talboits, at the rate of four dollars per 
month to commence on the fifth day of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

James Jackson, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-first of August, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Jean Du Peron, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-eighth of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and four- 
teen. 

John Lamb, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the first of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
pensions of the following named persons, already 
placed on the pension list of the United States, 
be increased to the sums herein respectively an- 


nexed to their names; the said iucrease to com- 
mence at the times herein mentioued, and to be 
in lieu of the pensions they at present receive, 
that is to say: ' 

Nero Hawley, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the thirtieth of October, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

Nathan Hawley, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the thirtieth of Oc- 
tober, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

James Porter, at the rate of four dollars per 
month, to commenee on the twenty-second of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

John Durell, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-ninth of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

James White, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the twenty-seventh of 
May, one thousand eight hundred and fifteen. 

David Scott, at the rate of twenty dollars per 
month, to commence on the eighteenth of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

Hugh Barnes, at the rate of twenty dollars per 
month, to commence on the fourth of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 

Edmund Stevenson, at the rate of eight dollars 
per month, to commence on the first of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixteen: Pro- 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to allow any pensioners any other pen- 
sion than is herein provided, or any higher rate 
of pension than has heretofore been allowed to 
him, or to others similarly situated, for any time 
previous to the passage of an act, entitled, “An 
act, to increase pensions of invalids io certain 
cases, for the relief of invalids of the militia, and 
for the appointment of pension agents, in those 
States, where there are no commissioners of 
loans.” 

Approved, April 30, 1816. 


an 


An Act fixing the compensation of the Secretary of 
the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, and making provision for the clerks employed 
in their offices. 

Be it enacted, §c., That in lieu of the compen- 
sation heretofore allowed by law to the Secretary 
of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, they shall sev- 
erally receive the sum of three thousand dollars 
annually, payable quarterly, as heretofore. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That so 
much ofany act heretofore passed, providing any 
compensation, salary, or perquisites, of any nature 
or kind whatever, tothe said Secretary and Clerk, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there 
be allowed to the principal and engrossing clerks 
of the Senate and of the House of Representa- 
tives, an addition of twenty per centum on the 
compensations to which they are at present en- 
titled by law. This act shall take effect and con- 
tinue in force for two years from and after the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixteen. 

Approved, April 30, 1516. 
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An Act fixing the compensation of the Chaplains of 
` Congress. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Chaplains of Con- 
gress shall be allowed and paid five hundred dol- 
lars per annum, each, as a compensation for their 
services, to commence with the present session 
of Congress, any law to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Approved, April 30, 1816. 


An Act to establish Post Roads. 


Be it enacted, §c., That the following post 
roads be, and the same are hereby, discontinued: 
that is to say, 

From Portland, by Windham, Raymond, Bridge- 
ton, Lovell, Waterford, Norway, Paris, Buckfield, 
Sumner, Hartford, Livermore, Turner, Poland, 
New Gloucester, and Hebron Academy, to Paris, 
in Maine. 

From Waterford, by Norway, Rumford, and 
Bethel, in Maine. 

From Maryland, to Milford, in New York. 

From Delhi to Meredith, in New York. 

From Onondaga, by Tully, Preble, and Homer, 
to Cortland court-house, in New York. 

From Montgomery court-house, by Tatnall 
court-house, and Barrington, to Darien in Georgia. 

From Abington, by Russell court-house, and 
Mockinson Gap, to Abingdon, in Virginia. 

From Rogersville, Tennessee, by Lee court- 
house, Virginia, to Cumberland Gap, in Ten- 
nessee, 

From Huntington, by the north road, to Smith- 
town, in New York. 

From Buckstown, by Frankfort, Hampden, 
Bangor, and No. 1, to Orrington; also the route 
from Prospect, by Mount Ephraim, to Frankfort, 
in Maine. 

From Plymouth, by New Hampton, Meredith, 
Gilmanton, Northwood, Nottingham, and Dur- 
ham, to Portsmouth in New Hampshire. 

From Greersburg, Pennsylvania, to New Lis- 
bon, in Ohio. 

From Barfields, by Port’s Ferry to Johnson’s 
Ferry, on Lynch’s Creek, in South Carolina. 

From Ports’ Ferry to Conwayborough, South 
Carolina. 

From Carthage to Lebanon, in Tennessee. 

ee Windsor to Williamston, in North Car- 
olina. 

From Triadelphia to Ellicott’s Mills. 

From Galway to Broadalbin. 

From Centreville to Leesburg. 

From Taunton to Weymouth, in Massachu- 
setts. 

From Canton to Goshen, in Connecticut. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
following be established as post roads, viz: 

In Maine —From Lowell to Fryburg. 

From Portland, by Poland, Hebron, Norway, 
Paris, Buckfield, Sumner, Hartford, Livermore, 
Turner, Minot, New Gloucester, and Hebron 
Academy, to Paris. 

From Norridgewalk, by Starks and Industry, 
to Farmington. 


From Portland, by Windham, Raymond, Bridge- 
town, Lovell, Waterford, Norway, Paris, Rum- 
ford, Bethel, and Albany, to Waterford. 

From Machias to Hagg’s Point, in Lubeck. 

From Belfast, by Mount Ephraim, Frankfort, 
Hampden, and Bangor, to Edington. 

From Augusta, by Brown’s Corner and Har- 
lem, to Palermo. 

From Orrington to Brewer. 

From Canaan, by Palmyra, Newport, Crosley- 
town, and Carmel, to Hampden. 

In New Hampshire.—F rom Plymouth, by Camp- 
ton, Thornton, Peeling, and Lincolo, to Fran- 
conia. 

From Portsmouth, by Dover, Madberry, Bar- 
rington, Barnstead, Gilmanton, Meredith, and 
New Hampton, to Plymouth. 

In Vermont.—From Grand Isle to Alburg. 

From Hyde Park, by Morristown and Stow, to 
Waterbury. 

From Rutland, by Parkerstown, Pittsfield, to 
Stockbridge. 

From Newbury, on the Passumpsie turnpike, 
by Barnet, St. Johnsberry, Lynden, Sheffield, and 
Barton, to Derby. 

From Colraine, Massachusetts, by Halifax and 
Whitingham, to Wilmington. 

That the post road from Monkton to Hines- 
burg, pass through Starkesborough. 

In Massachusetts.—From Northampton, by 
Williamsburg, Goshen, Plainfield, and Savoy, to 
Adams. 

From Worcester, by Milbury, Northbridge, and 
Uxbridge, to Smithfield, in Rhode Island. 

From New Bedford, by Bridgewater, to Bos- 
ton. 

That the mail from Northampton to Worces- 
ter, pass through Paxton, 

From the south parish of Bridgewater, by the 
west and north parishes of Bridgewater, Ran- 
dolph, and Milton, to Boston. 

In Connecticut.—From Middletown to Kiling- 
worth. 

From Hartford, through Canton, Torringford, 
Torrington, Goshen, and Cornwall, to Sharon. 

In New York.—From Essex, by Westport, 
Moriah, Crown Point, Ticonderoga, Hague, and 
Bolton, to Fort George, in Caldwell. 

From Williamstown, Oneida county, by Rich- 
land, Ellisbury, and Henderson’s, to Sackett’s 
Harbor, in Jeflerson county. 

From Richfield, by Plainfield, Brookfield, and 
Hamilton, to Skaneatelas. 

From Catharinetown, by Reading, to Benton. 

From Maplius, by Pompey cast, and Pompey 
west, Hill, Tully, Preble, and Homer, to Cort- 
landt court-house. 

From Whitehall, (to intersect the post road 
from Albany to Middlebury, Vermont, at Gran- 
ville, to Pawlett,) in Vermont. 

From Sallivan, by Camillus, Brutus, and Mentz, 
to Junius. 

From Auburn, by Mentz, Cato, and Wolcott, 
to Sodus bay. 

From Maryland, by Otego and Milford, to Iam- 
burg, post office in Unadilla. 
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From Genoa to Auburn. 

From Oswego, by Hannibal and Sterling, to 
Cato. 

From Whitesborough, along the new road to 
the east end of Oneida lake, to Camden. 

From Brownsville to Cape Vincent. 

From Saratoga Springs, by Palmertown and 
Moreau, to Sandy Hill. 

From Canandaigua, by Rochester, and thence 
along the ridge road, to Lewistown. 

From Owego, by Spencer court-house, in Tio- 
ga county, Dutch and Johnson's settlements, to 
Catharinetown. 

From Geneva, by Phelps and Lyons, to Sodus. 

From Westport, by Elizabeth and Keene, to 


Jay. 

Fon Newburg, by Pleasant Valley, to New 
Paltz. 

From Batavia, by Middlebury, to Warsaw. 

From Goshen, by Minisink and Amity, to War- 
wick. 

From Goshen, by Philipsburg, Middletown, 
Mount Hope, Deer Park, and Carpenters Point, 
to post office in Montague, in New Jersey. 

From Huntington, by Dixhill’s, to Smithtown. 

From Hudson, by Kinderhook Landing, Cas- 
tleton, and Schodack Landing, to Greenbush. 

From Hudson to Lebanon. 

From Sagg Harbor to Easthampton. 

In New Jersey —-From New Brunswick, by 
Boundbrook, Middlebrook, Somerville, White- 
House, Hunt’s Mills, and Bloomsbury, to Easton, 
in Pennsylvania. 

From Pittstown, in the county of Hunterdon, 
by Bloomsbury, Stewartsville, to lumon in the 
county of Sussex. 

From Jobstown, in the county of Burlington, 
to Egypt, in the county of Monmouth. 

In Pennsylvania.—From Meadville, by forks 
of Oil Creek, Warren, and outlet of Chetaugua 
lake to Mayville, in New York. 

From Seller’s tavern to Doylestown. 

From Sunbury, by New Berlin, Union county, 
and Middleburg, to Lewistown. 

From Lewisburg, by Loyal-sock Gap, to Wil- 
liamsport. 

From Bellefont, by Birmingham and Burgoes 
Gap to Ebenshurg. 

From Downingstown, by Brandywine Manor, 
Waynesburg, Carnarvon, Ephrata, Elizabeth, 
Cornwall, and Humelstown, to Harrisburg. 

From Beavertown to New Lisbon, in Ohio, 

From Gettysburg, by Oxford and Berwick, to 
York. 

From Bedford, by Johnstown to Indiana. 

dn Ohio —From Waynesville, by Bellebook, to 
Xenia. 

From Hamilton, by Oxford, to Bath, in Frank- 
lin county, Indiana Territory. 

From Gallipolis to Aurora ; 
to Ripley. 

From West Union, by Hillsborough and Wil- 
Mington, to Xenia. 

From Steubenville, by Salem, Millersburg, and 
Hamburg, to Canton. 


From Gallipolis, by Sciota Salt Works, to Chil- 
licothe. 

From Avery, by Jessup. to Ridgeville, to inter- 
sect the post route from Cleveland to Detroit at 
Rocky river. 

In Indiana Territory—From Brookville, by 
Bath, to Salisbury. 

From Valonia, by Brownstown, to New Nat- 
chez, in Jackson county. 

From Vincennes to Emmerson’s mills, ia Knox 
county. 

That the post road from Vincennes to Shaw- 
nestowa pass through Harmony, in Gibson 
county. 

In Mlinois Territory—From Shawnestown, 
by White court-house and Edward court-house 
to Vincennes, in Indiana Territory. 

In Missouri Territory—From St. Louis, by 
Potosi and Lawrence court-house, to Arkansas, 

From Si. Charles, by Murphey’s, in St. Johns 
settlement, to Fort Cooper or Howard court- 
house. 

In Maryland.— From Triadelphia, by Damas- 
cus, to Newmarket. 

From Hagerstown to McConnelstown, in Penn- 
sylvania. 

From Upper Marlborough to McGruder’s tav- 
ern, in Prince George’s county. 

In Virginia. —From Cabin Poiut, by J, Ed- 
mund’s, Baileysburg, Urquarharv’s store, and ©. 
Bower’s, to South Quay. 

From Wythe court-house, by Tazewell court- 
house, Russell court-house, Scott court-house, 
and Lee court-house, to Cumberland Gap, in Ten» 
nessee, 

From Brown’s store to Dickenson’s store, Frank- 
lin county. 

From Winchester. by Cedar creek, Trout run, 
and Lost river, to Moorefields. 

From Pittsylvania cvurt-house, by B. Wad- 
kin’s store, and Island Ford, Smith’s river, to 
Rockingham court-house, ia North Carolina. 

From Wythe court-house to Gules court- 
house. 

From New Canton to Columbia. 

From Aldie to Leesburg. 

From Aldie to Battletown. 

In Kentucky.—From Washington, by Mays- 
ville, to Xenia, in Ohio. 

From Columbia to Greensburg. 

From Great Crossings. by Sanders’ mills and 
New Fredericksburg, to Vevay, in Indiana Ter- 
ritory. 

From Washington, by Newtown, Marysvile, 
and Cynthiana, to Georgetown. 

From Middletown to Brunerstown. 

From Glasgow, by Hartsville, tv Lebanon, ia 


from West Union | Tennessee, 


In North Carolina.—From Tarhorouzh, by 
Staunton’s bridge, Saowhill, and Kingston, to 
Duplin court-house. 


From Murfreesborough, by Windsor, to Ply- 


p Mouth. 


1913 
, Public Acts 


APPENDIX. 


1914 


of Congress. 


From Charlotte, by Harrisburg, Pine Hill. Alex- 
ander’s, Landford, and Lewisville, to Chester 
court-house, in South Carolina. 

In South Carolina.—From Chesterfield court- 
house, by Lawry’s mills and Pickett’s store, to 
Wadesborough, in North Carolina. 

From Greenville court-house to Spartanburg. 

From Barfield’s, by Marion court-house, or 
Gilesborough, and Gudfrey’s ferry, to Juhnson’s 
ferry, on Lynch’s creek. 

From Conwayborough, by Gallivant’s ferry, to 
Marion court-house. 

From Conwayborough to Smithfield, in North 
Carolina. 

From Chester court-house to Louisville. 

In Georgia.—From Jefferson to Hurricane 
Shoals. 

From Montgomery court-house, by Black- 
more’s and Hardin’s to Riceborough. 

In Tennessee—From Nashville, by Murfrees- 
borough, Stone Fort,and Winchester. in Tennes- 
see, Lowry’s, Van’s Old Place, and Blackburn’s, 
to Athens, in Georgia. 

From Lebanon, by Williamsburg and Hilham, 
to Monroe. 

From Sparta, by Liberty and Lebanon, to 
Nashville. 

From Bean’s station, by Stiffey’s mill, to Iron 
Works of Mossy creek, thence to Danbridge. 

From Marysville, by Morgantown, to Tellico 
block-house, 

From Port Royal to John Hunt's, in Robert- 
son’s county. 

That the post road from Jonesborough to Green- 
ville pass through Leesburg and Brownsburg. 

In the Mississippi Tervitory.—From Franklin 
court-house to Liberty, Amity court-house. 

Approved, April 30, 1816. 


An Act to allow drawback of duties on spirits distilled 
and sugar refined within the United States, and for 
other purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., Thata drawback of six cents 
for every gallon of spirits, not below first proof, 
distilled within the United States, or the Terri- 
tories thereof, shall be allowed on all such spirits 
as shall be exported to any foreign port or place, 
other than the dominions of any foreign State 
immediately adjoining tothe United States, add- 
ing to the allowance upon every gallon of such 
spirits so distilled from molasses, four cents; 
which allowances shall be made without deduc- 
tion: Provided, That the quantity so exported 
shall amount to one hundred and fifty gallons at 
the least, to entitle an exporter thereof to draw- 
back,and that nodrawback shall be allowed when- 
ever any of the said spirits shall be exported oth- 
erwise than in vessels not less than thirty tons 
burden. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in order 
to entitle the exporter or exporters to the benefit 
of drawback allowed by this act on such spirits 
so distilled, the vessels or casks containing the 
same shall be branded or otherwise marked, in 
durable characters, with progressive numbers, 


with the name of the owner, the quantity thereof, 
to be ascertained by actual gauging, and the proof 
thereof. And the exporter of such spirits shall, 


moreover, previous to putting or lading the same 


on board of any ship or vessel for exportation, 
give six hours’ notice at least to the collector of 


the customs for the district from which the same 
are about to be exported of his or her‘intention 
to export the same ; and shall make entry in writ- 
ing of the particulars thereof, and of the casks or 
vessels containing the same, and of their respec- 


tive marks, numbers, and contents, and of the 
place or places where deposited, and of the port 
or place to which, and ship or vessel in which they 
or cither of them shall be so intended to be ex- 


ported; and the form of the said entry shall be 


as follows: Entry of domestic spirits, intended to 
be exported by [here insert the name or names,} 
on board of the [insert the denomination and 


name of the vessel. ] whereof [insert the name of 
the master] is master, for [insert the port or place 
to which destined,] for the benefit of drawback. 


Marks. | Numbers. | Casks and contents. | Gauge. 


l 

And the said collector shall, in writing. direct 
the surveyor or other inspecting officer to inspect, 
or cause to be inspected, the spirits so notified for 
exportation; and if they shall be found to corre- 
spond fully with the notice concerning the same, 
and shall be so certified by the said surveyor, or 
other inspecting officer, the said collector, toge- 
ther with the naval officer, if any there be, shall 
grant a permit for lading the same, on board of 
the ship or vessel named in such notice and entry 
as aforesaid; which lading shall be performed 
under the superintendence of the officer by whom 
the same shall have been so inspected; and the 
said exporter or exporters shall likewise make 
oath that the said spirits, so notified for exporta- 
tion, and Jaden on board such ship or vessel, pre- 
vious to the clearance thereof, or within twenty 
days after such clearance, are truly intended to 
be exported to the place whereof notice shall have 
been given, and are not intended to be relanded 
within the United States orthe Territories thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted. That, for all 
distilled spirits which shall be exported to any for- 
eign port or place, and which shall be entitled to 
the benefit of drawback, in virtue of this act, the 
exporter or exporters shall be entitled to receive 
from the collector of the customs for such dis- 
trict a debenture or debentures, assignable by 
delivery and endorsement, for the amount of the 
drawback to which such spirits are entitled, which 
shall be received in payment of direct taxes and 
internal duties in the collection district in which 
the same shall be granted: Provided, always, 
That the collector aforesaid may refuse to graut 
such debenture or debentures, in case it shall 
appear to him that any error has arisen, or any 
fraud has been committed; and in case of such 
refusal, if the debenture or debentares claimed 
shall exceed one hundred dollars, it shall be the 
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duty of the said collector to represent the case to 
the Comptroller of the Treasury, who shall deter- 
mine whether such debenture or debentures shall 
be granted or not. And provided further, That 
in no case of an exportation of spirits entitled to 
drawback, in virtue of this act, shall a debenture 
or debentures issue, unless the exporter or export- 
ers shall, before the clearance of the ship or vessel 
in which the spirits were laden for exportation, 
or within twenty days after such clearance, make 
oath or affirmation that the said spirits notified 
for exportation as aforesaid, and laden on board 
such ship or vessel, are truly intended to be ex- 
ported to the place whereof notice shall have been 
given, and are not intended to be relanded within 
the United States; and shall moreover give bond, 
with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of 
the collector, in a sum equal to double the amount 
of the sum for which such exporter may be enti- 
tled to claim a debenture, conditioned that the 
said spirits, or any part thereof, shall not be re- 
landed in any port or place within the limits of 
the United States, and that the exporter or export- 
ers shall produce, within the time limited, the 
proof and certificates required, of the said spirits 
having been delivered without the limits aforesaid. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
bond shull be drawn, as near as may be, in the 
same form, and may be discharged in the same 
manner, as are, or may be prescribed by law in 
relation to cases where drawback is allowed on 
the exportation of merchandise imported into the 
United States, and the like penalties shall be in- 
curred, and proceedings had, whether in regard to 
officers of the United States or other persons, and 
the same fees be allowed in cases relative to draw- 
back on domestic distilled spirits, as in cases rel- 
ative to drawback on foreign spirits; and the form 
of the said bond, and of the other documents, 
oaths, and affirmations, not herein inserted, shall 
be prescribed by the Treasury Department. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in all 
eases in which drawback shall be claimed for 
spirits made out of molasses, an oath or affirma- 
tion shall be made by two reputable persons one 
of whom shall not be the exporter, that, according 
to their belief, the said spirits were distilled from 
molasses of foreign production; which oath or 
affirmation, in case the collector of the customs 
shall not be satisfied therewith, shall be supported 
by the certificate of a reputable distiller to the 
same effect. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That in addi- 
tion to the duty at present authorized to be drawn 
back on sugar refined within the United States, 
and exported therefrom, there may hereafter be 
drawn back on such refined sugar, when made 
out oi sugar imported into the United States, the 
further sum of four cents per pound without de- 
duction, which shall be allowed under the same 
provisions with the duty now permitted to be 
drawn back; and furthermore, on the express 
condition that the person exporting the same shall 
swear, or affirm that the same, according to his 
belief, was made out of sugar imported from a 
foreign port or place ; which oath or affirmation, 


in ease the collector of the customs shall not be 
satisfied therewith, shall be supported by the cer- 
tificate of a reputable refiner of sugar to the same 
effect, and that the drawback on refined sugar 
heretofore imported, be allowed, subject to the 
regulations applicable to the drawback of duties 
on other imported articles. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any 
principal or assistant collector of the internal rev- 
enue, or collector of the customs, or other officer, 
shall neglect to perform the duties enjoined upon 
him by this act. he shall, on conviction thereof, 
forfeit and pay a sum not less than one hundred 
doilars, nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Sec.8. And be it further enacted, That the sum 
of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury, not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to be applied by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the direction of the President of 
the United States, in the hire, purchase, or build- 
ing of custom-houses, ware houses, and stores, for 
the purposes of collecting aud securing the revenue 
at such places, and in such manner as he shall 
deem most expedient.—A pproved, April 30, 1816. 


An Act making further appropriations for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen. 


Beit enacted, §c., That the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars be,and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated for compensation to the commissioner ap- 
pointed under an act, entitled “An act to author- 
ize the payment for property lost, captured, or 
destroyed by the enemy, while in the military 
service of the United States, and for other pur- 
poses” aud the further sum of one thousand dol- 
lars for compensation to the clerk, authorized by 
the act aforesaid ; for the expense incurred by the 
board of commissioners appointed under the act 
providing for the indemnification of certain claim- 
ants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory, 
seven hundred dollars; and for additional com- 
pensation to the commissioners aforesaid, and 
their secretary, four thousand dollars; and for 
expenses of engraving, printing, and preparing 
certificates issued, and to be issued, by the com- 
missioners, three thousand dollars; for the expense 
for clerks employed by the Board of Navy Com- 
missioners seven hundred and fifty dollars in ad- 
dition to the former appropriation ; for the pay- 
ment of pensions, an additional sum of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars; and for the pay- 
ment of a clerk in the secretary’s office of the 
Mississippi Territory, employed by the Goveruor 
of that Territory from the first of April to the 
first of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, two hundred dollars; to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated.— Approved, April 30, 1816. 


Resolutions directing a copy of the documents printed 
by a resolve of Congress, of the 27th of December, 
1813, to be transmitted to each of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court. 


Resolved, &c., That of the two hundred copies 
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of the documents ordered to be printed by a re- 
solve of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the twenty-seventh of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, the Secre- 
tary of State be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
take one copy for each of the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, to be trans- 
mitted to said judges, according to the provision 
of the act of Congress of the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 
Approved, February 6, 1816. 


Resolution, to indemnify the sureties of Commodore 
John Rodgers. 

Resolved, ¢c., That under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the case, of an appeal taken by Com- 
modoreJohn Rodgers, from a decree of the United 
States circuit court for the district of Massachu- 
setts, affirming that of the district court for the 
said district, to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in the case wherein John Donnel of Bal- 
timore was libellant, and the said John Rodgers 
and John Smith were respondents, the United 
States will indemnify and save harmless any 
person who may become sureties for the said John 
Rodgers, in a bond to respond the final judgment 
of the Supreme Court on the said appeal: Pro- 
vided, That this interposition on the part of the 
United States shall not be considered as involving 
them in any other engagement or responsibility, 
than to indemnify and save harmless the said 
sureties from eventual loss, on account of such 
suretyship. 

Approved, February 15, 1816. 


Resolution, requesting the President to present med- 
als to Captain Stewart and the officers of the frigate 
Constitution. 

Resolved, §c., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, requested to pre- 
sent to Captain Charles Stewart, of the frigate 
Constitution, a gold medal, with suitable em- 
blems and devices, and a silver medal, with suit- 
able emblems and devices, to each commissioned 
officer of the said frigate, in testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress of the gallantry, 
good conduct, and services of Captain Stewart, 
his officers and crew, in the capture of the Brit- 
ish vessels of war, the Cyane and the Levant, 
after a brave and skilful combat. 

Approved, February 22, 1816. 


Resolution, requesting the President to present medals 
to Captain James Biddle, and the officers of the 
sloop-of-war Hornet. 


Resolved, §c., That the President of the United 
States be,and he is is hereby, requested to present 
to Captain Jas. Biddle, of the sloop-of-war Hornet, 
a gold medal, with suitable emblems and devices, 
and a silver medal, with suitable emblems and 
devices, to-each commissioned officer of the said 
sloop of-war, in testimony of the high sense en- 
tertained by Congress of the gallantry, good con- 
duct and services of Captain Biddle, his officers 


and crew, in capturing the British sloop-of-war 
Penguin, after a brave and skilful combat. 
Approved, February 22, 1816. 


Resolution, for printing the laws relative to naturali- 
zation. 


Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of State be 
authorized and directed to cause to be printed 
four thousand copies of the laws now in force on 
the subject of naturalization. And, of the copies 
which may be so provided, two shall be sent to 
each marshal of a judicial district of the United 
States, two to the clerk or prothonotary for each 
court of the United States, or of a particular 
State, which may, by law, admit persons to be 
naturalized, and two to each collector of the cus- 
toms. The remaining copies, after reserving 
such as the President of the United States may 
deem proper for the use of the Executive depart- 
ments, shall be placed in the Library of Congress. 

Approved, April 16, 1816. 


Resolution, requiring the Secretaay of State to compile 
and print, once in every two years, a register of all 
officers and agents, civil, military, and naval, in the 
service of the United States. 


Resolved, §c., That, once in two years, a regis- 
ter, containing correct lists of all the officers and 
agents, civil, military, and naval, in the service of 
the United States, made up to the last day of Sep- 
tember of each year in which a new Congress is 
to assemble, be compiled and printed under the 
direction of the Secretary for the Department of 
State. And to enable him to form such register, 
he, for his own department, and the heads of the 
other departments, respectively, shall, in due time, 
cause such lists as aforesaid, cf all officers and 
agents, in their respective departments, including 
clerks, cadets, and midshipmen, to be made and 
lodged in the office of the Department of State. 
And the said lists, shall exhibit the amount of 
compensation, pay, and emoluments allowed to 
each officer, agent, clerk, cadet, and midshipman, 
the State or county in which he was born, and 
where employed. 

2. Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy 
subjoin to the list of the persons employed in his 
department, the names, force, and condition of all 
the ships and vessels belonging to the United 
States, and when and where built. 

3. Resolved. That five hundred copies of the 
said register be printed; and that on the first 
Monday in January in each year, when a new 
Congress shall be assembled, there be delivered to 
the President, the Vice President, each head of a 
department. each member of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States, 
one copy of such register; and to the Secretary 
of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, each, ten copies, for the use of the re- 
spective houses ; that twenty-five copies shall be 
deposited in the Library of the United States, at 
the Seat of Government, to be used like other 
books in that library, and that the residue of the 
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said copies he cisposed of in such manner as Con- 
ress shall from time to time direct. 

4. Resolved, That, for the information of the 
present Congress, such register as aforesaid be 
prepared and distributed as aforesaid, on the first 
day of its next session. 


Approved, April 27, 1816. 


A resolution relative to the more effectual collection of 
the public revenue. 


Resolved, £c., That the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury be, and he hereby is, required and directed 
to adoptsuch measures as he may deem necessary 
to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxés, debts, 
or sums of money, accruing or becoming payable 
to the United States, to be collected and paid in 
the legal currency of the United States, or Trea- 
sury notes, or notes of the Bank of the United 
States as by law provided and declared, or in notes 
of banks which are payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal currency of the United States, 


and that from and after the twentieth day of Feb- 
ruary next, no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums 
of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States as aforesaid, ought to be collected 
or received otherwise than in the legal currency 
of the United States. or Treasury notes, or notes 
of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of 
bauks which are payable and paid on demand in 
the said legal currency of the United States. 
Approved, April 30, 1816. 


Resolution, authorizing the President of the United 
States to employ a skilful assistant in the corps of 
engineers. 


Resolved, &c., That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized to em- 
ploy, in addition to the corps of engineers as now 
established, a skilful assistant, whose compensa- 
tion shall be such as the President of the United 
States shall think proper, not exceeding the al- 
lowance to the chief officer of that corps, 

Approved, April 30, 1816. 


